














vmi.edu

no ordinary
exPerIeNCe

SoMe tHoUGHt tHeY WoUlD NeVer MaKe It.     

MoSt SaY It WaS tHeIr toUGHeSt CHalleNGe. 

all aGree It WaS WortH It.

VMI LEVELS the playing fi eld, allowing cadets to stand on their own 

merit.  The experience removes wealth and former station in life as 

factors in success, and cadets advance as a result of personal efforts.

VMI DEVELOPS new perspectives and an appreciation of the basics.  

the barracks is not a dorm or fraternity house.  Cadets live in modest 

conditions, with multiple roommates and little storage space. They 

wear the same uniforms and eat together in the mess hall.

VMI BUILDS bonds. friendships from VMI last a lifetime.  It means 

something to stand shoulder to shoulder with Brother Rats (men 

and women)  facing challenges, meeting objectives, and prevailing 

together.

VMI HONES character.  “You must bring something to the table. VMI is 

a vehicle to shape and refi ne character traits of honor and integrity that 

already exist so you can arrive at the person you want to be.” 

                                                                              - Jason LaCerda  ’07 
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No ordinary life.

Over 270 Generals and Flag Offi cers

Members of the Peace Corps

Members of Congress

College Presidents

World-Renowned Sculptor

anglican Saint

Nfl Coaches

Pulitzer Prize Winner

Members of Joint Chiefs of Staff

Global explorer

Secretary of State

Seven Medal of Honor recipients

leaders of fortune 500 Companies 

Mayors

Clergy

best-Selling authors

lives of Service - Citizen Soldiers

VMI is no ordinary college experience, 

but then again, VMI graduates lead no ordinary lives.

 

Photo by Al Hawes, father of cadet Erin Hawes, ‘11.



VMI PROFILE

Mission
In the final analysis, what makes VMI distinctive 
in the world of higher education is its mission 
to prepare educated, honorable, and steadfast 
leaders in all walks of life. 

History
Founded in 1839, the Virginia Military Institute is 
a four-year undergraduate college awarding B.A. 
and B.S. degrees. VMI is the nation’s first state-
supported military college.  From the beginning, 
the VMI experience has instilled the character 
traits of service to  community and to others in 
its cadets.

Character
The demands of cadet life instill qualities of self-
reliance, initiative, perseverance, integrity, and 
self-discipline in each cadet, qualities that allow 
VMI alumni to succeed at the highest levels in 
many professions.  These same qualities allow 
the Institute to make contributions of importance 
and influence to American society.

Accreditation 
VMI is accredited by the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools and is a member of the 
American Council on Education, the Association 
of American Colleges, the College Entrance 
Examination Board, and the Association of 
Virginia Colleges.VMI’s engineering programs 
are accredited by ABET, the chemistry program 
by ACS, and the economics and business 
program by AACSB.

VMI by the Numbers
1500 enrolled 
47 states
15 countries  
6.2%  African-American
3.87%  Hispanic 
4.2%  Asian or Pacific Islander 
.33%  American Indian or Alaskan Native
8.4%  female

12:1 cadet-faculty ratio
141 faculty members
96% of faculty hold Ph.D. or terminal degree
134 acres - 12 as National Historic District
 
Majors
Applied Mathematics
Biology
Chemistry
Civil Engineering
Computer Science
Economics & Business
Electrical & Computer Engineering
English
History
International Studies
Mechanical Engineering
Modern Languages & Cultures
Physics
Psychology

NCAA Athletics
VMI is a member of NCAA Division I (FCS) and 
the Big South Conference; 18 intercollegiate 
sports, including baseball, men’s basketball, 
men’s and women’s cross country, football, 
men’s lacrosse, men’s and women’s rifle, men’s 
and women’s soccer, men’s and women’s 
swimming, men’s and women’s track, men’s and 
women’s cross country, women’s water polo and 
men’s wrestling. Club sports are also available.

ROTC
All cadets complete leadership classes in one of 
the Institute’s four ROTC programs (Air Force, 
Army, Marines, or Navy).

Alumni
About 18% of VMI graduates make the military a 
career. Graduates have distinguished themselves 
in all walks of life, including finance, medicine, 
and law.

Admissions Requirements
Applicants should be 16 to 22 years of age 
and may not be married or a parent. They must 
be physically fit for enrollment in ROTC and 
graduates of accredited secondary schools.  
SAT I or ACT and satisfactory character 
recommendations are required.

Application Deadlines
Applications are accepted between September 
1 and February 1 of the high school senior 
year. Early decision applications are due by 
November 15 (notification by December 15).  
All application materials must be received by 
these dates. 

Applications are accepted on a space-available 
basis after February 1. Applicants deferred from 
early decision and regular decision applicants 
will be notified on a rolling basis.

Financial Aid 
A range of need-based and merit aid is available. 
Self-help jobs are available for upper class 
cadets. ROTC scholarships are awarded on a 
competitive basis.

2009-2010 Costs
The fee structure at VMI is very different from 
those of other colleges.  

VMI costs cover everything (except books).   The 
quartermaster charge includes clothing, laundry, 
tailoring, and haircuts.  

Room & Board includes living in the barracks 
and all meals.  

The auxiliary fee includes medical services, 
cadet facilities & activities, athletics, and other 
services. 90% of VMI cadets graduate in 4 years. 

	              Virginians      Non-Virginians
 
Tuition 		   $ 6,024 	               $ 24,016    
Room & Board 	     7,132 		      7,132
Auxiliary Fee 	     3,680 		      3,680    

Quartermaster  	     2,624 		       2,624
     
Tuition & Fees     $ 19,460 	               $ 37,452 
Security Deposit 	    $ 200                      $ 200
     	

vmi.edu

Richmond

Roanoke

Harrisonburg

Lexington

Virginia Military Institute  |  Lexington,  Virginia   |  24450-0304   |  (800) 767-4207   |  admissions@vmi.edu

Minors
Arabic
Astronomy
Business
Chemistry
Computer Engineering
Computer Science
Economics
English
Fine Arts
French
German

History
International Studies
Leadership Studies
Mathematics
Military History 
Philosophy
Physics  
Psychology
Science & Security
Spanish
Writing Studies


