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From the Himalayas to the Appalachians:
Cadets Explore Culture and Tradition at China

Folk House

Cadets in Dr. Qiong Liu’'s HI 357: Imperial Chinese History traveled to the China Folk House in
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, on November 4. Built by a Tibetan Catholic family near Cizhong,

China, in 1989, the house was disassembled and shipped across the ocean after a dam project

threatened its original location. It now stands along the Appalachian Trail near the Shenandoah
River.

The Folk House director welcomed cadets with traditional Chinese tea and introduced the
architectural philosophy behind the house's layout, materials, and ornamentation. The cadets
then prepared Mongolian BBQ together and helped winterize the property with hands-on repair
work.

The visit challenged assumptions. “I honestly thought Chinese culture was uniform throughout
China,” admitted Kyle Troutman '27. “That’s completely untrue. What really surprised me was
the vast coordination it took to relocate and reassemble this building. Every part of the house is
special in its own way.” Alisa Johnson '28 agreed: “This experience showed me there’s more to
Chinese civilization than the shallow portrayal we see in media.”

nature, a principle the Folk House embodies through its fengshui influenced design and integration with its
surroundings. Observing how abstract ideas like yin-yang manifest in physical spaces helped cadets
understand that philosophy isn't merely theoretical; it shapes practical life, from architecture to daily
routine.
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CADET SPOTLIGHT: JEREMIAH WOQODS ’27

In October, to a standing-room only crowd, history major
Jeremiah Woods presented his SURI project on Black labor
at VMI during the antebellum era. Entitled “African
Americans at VMI: 1851-1865," his work explores the
contributions of the enslaved and free Black men and
women who lived and worked in connection with the
Institute during the years leading up to and throughout the
Civil War. “It highlights their lives, labor, and legacies, while
reflecting on how their presence shaped the foundation of
VMI and how their stories can be more fully recognized
today,” he explained.

Woods spent much of the summer conducing research at
the VMI Archives in Preston Library with his advisors, Maj.
Madeleine Ramsey and Lt. Col. Mark Boonshoft. Drawing
from those archival sources, his work highlights the lives of
individuals who helped sustain the Institute but were left
out of the historical record.

PROFESSORS OFF POST

Maj. Zac Deibel spent his summer at the American Philosophical Society
as a David Center for the American Revolution short-term research fellow.
His recent article, “William Tudor’s Oration and Revolutionary Projects of
Political Education,” highlights some of his archival findings. He also had
the opportunity to meet one of our founding fathers! Read Maj. Deibel’s
blogpost here.

Lt. Col. Jochen Arndt gave a three—part lecture series about South African
history to the Kendal retirement community as part of their Kendal
College Program in September. He also presented a paper, “A
Comradeship-in-Arms? An Analysis of East German-Angolan Military
Relations during the Cold War, 1975-1990,” at the Annual Conference of
the Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa, Washington
DC, in November.

Maj. Mattie Webb's insights on South African history were recently
published in the South African Historical Journal, the flagship journal in the
e field. Webb joined forces with four other scholars in an article titled: “30
ﬁf;r | Years of Democracy: 1994-2024." Her contribution offers an overview of
L f post-1994 trends in transnational and labor history, while also reflecting
on the state of archival research, digital and public history initiatives, and
university-community collaboration. Read Maj. Webb's article here.

Lt. Col. Mark Boonshoft was recently named the co-editor of the Journal
of the Early Republic. He will be serving alongside Dr. Lindsay Schakenbach
Regele of Miami University of Ohio. The journal publishes the best
scholarship on the history and culture of the United States in the years of
the early republic (1776-1861).



https://www.amphilsoc.org/news/william-tudors-oration-and-revolutionary-projects-political-education
https://www.amphilsoc.org/news/william-tudors-oration-and-revolutionary-projects-political-education
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02582473.2025.2556153#d1e219
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HISTORIANS MAKE THEIR CASE

In November, Maj. Bryant Etheridge, Maj. Madeleine Ramsey, and Col.
Houston Johnson, attended the American Society for Legal History
Conference in Detroit. Seeking to expand their insights into
Constitutional history, the group enjoyed attending panels discussing
the role of law throughout U.S. history. The conference includes legal
and constitutional scholars from around the world; the VMI contingent
enjoyed expanding their professional network and sharing the details
about the innovative HI: 300 course. While in town, they were able to
sneak in a visit to the Henry Ford Museum in nearby Dearborn!

HISTORIANS “OVER THERE”

“With Good Reason” recently interviewed Lt. Col. Eric Osborne
and Maj. Alex Paul about their World War | research and
publications. The episode, “Into the Sun,” aired on 138 public
radio stations across 36 states.

In a wide-ranging conversation, Osborne explores the 1918
Battle of Megiddo, the world’s last great cavalry charge and a
decisive British victory. He recently published a book on the
topic: “Battle of Megiddo: Palestine 1918.” Meanwhile Paul
examines how immigrants responded to U.S. conscription

practices. Look out for his forthcoming book: “Unwilling
Doughboys: The U.S. Army’s Foreign-Born Conscripts in World
War "

This interview is available online.

ANOTHER POTSDAM CONFERENCE?

During Thanksgiving furlough, Col. Geoffrey Jensen and Maj. Alex Paul
attended the annual conference for the Society of the History of War,
held in Potsdam, Germany, at the Bundeswehr Centre of Military
History and Social Sciences and the University of Potsdam. Society
members invited Jensen to share his expertise chairing two panels:
“Extremely Bloody and Incredibly Close: Cultures of Imperial War and
Spanish Colonialism in Morocco in the Twentieth Century” and “The
Boomerang Effect of Colonial Violence.” Paul presented a paper based
on his current book manuscript about World War | and the U.S. Army’s
foreign-born conscripts: “Preventing Foreign-born Conscripts from
Claiming Military Discharges: The U.S. Army’s World War |
Naturalization Campaign.”



https://withgoodreasonradio.org/episode/into-the-sun/
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If you find yourself in the same

benevolent mood as Gen. Pershing

on that fateful day in 1920, please
consider making a gift to the history

department. Simply scan the QR

code (or click here) to help cadets
with the important work they do on
the third floor of Scott Shipp Hall.

Thank you for your support!

The funds linked to this code go directly
to a history discretionary fund
authorized by the VMI Alumni Agencies.

From all of us in the
history department
(and Gen. Marshall),
we wish you and yours
a wonderful holiday
season and a happy
new year! Please stop
by and visit the next

Chief of taff Gen. Marshal in s offce with 2 time you're on post.

portrait of Gen. Pershing behind him.

FOR THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES, CONNECT WITH US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM
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