What to do?









The General Assembly hereby finds that:

1. Energy is essential to the health, safety, and welfare of the
people of this Commonwealth and to the Commonwealth's
economy;
2. The state government should facilitate the availability and
delivery of reliable and adequate supplies of energy to industrial,
commercial, and residential users at reasonable costs such that
these users and the Commonwealth's economy are able to be
productive; and

3. The Commonwealth would benefit from articulating clear
objectives pertaining to energy issues, adopting an energy policy
that advances these objectives, and establishing a procedure for
measuring the implementation of these policies.









The Commonwealth recognizes each of the following objectives
pertaining to energy issues will advance the health, welfare, and
safety of the residents of the Commonwealth:

3. Establishing sufficient supply and delivery infrastructure to
maintain reliable energy availability in the event of a disruption
occurring to a portion of the Commonwealth's energy matrix;
4. Using energy resources more efficiently;
7. Increasing Virginia's reliance on sources of energy that,
compared to traditional energy resources, are less polluting of the
Commonwealth's air and waters;



A. To achieve the objectives enumerated in § 67-101, it shall be the
policy of the Commonwealth to:



1. Support research and development of, and promote the use of,
renewable energy sources;





6. Promote the generation of electricity through technologies that do
not contribute to greenhouse gases and global warming;
C. All agencies and political subdivisions of the Commonwealth, in
taking discretionary action with regard to energy issues, shall
recognize the elements of the Commonwealth Energy Policy and
where appropriate, shall act in a manner consistent therewith.







In the development of any local ordinance addressing the siting of
renewable energy facilities that generate electricity from wind or
solar resources, the ordinance shall:

1. Be consistent with the provisions of the Commonwealth
Energy Policy pursuant to subsection C of § 67-102;
2. Provide reasonable criteria to be addressed in the siting of
any renewable energy facility that generates electricity from wind
and solar resources. The criteria shall provide for the protection of
the locality in a manner consistent with the goals of the
Commonwealth to promote the generation of energy from wind
and solar resources; and





3. Include provisions establishing reasonable requirements upon
the siting of any such renewable energy facility, including
provisions limiting noise, requiring buffer areas and setbacks, and
addressing generation facility decommissioning.
Any measures required by the ordinance shall be consistent
with the locality's existing ordinances.







§ 15.2-2280. Zoning ordinances generally. — Any locality may,
by ordinance, classify the territory under its jurisdiction or any
substantial portion thereof into districts of such number, shape
and size as it may deem best suited to carry out the purposes of
this article, and in each district it may regulate, restrict, permit,
prohibit, and determine the following:
1. The use of land, buildings, structures and other premises for
agricultural, business, industrial, residential, flood plain and other
specific uses;
2. The size, height, area, bulk, location, erection, construction,
reconstruction, alteration, repair, maintenance, razing, or removal
of structures;



3. The areas and dimensions of land, water, and air space to be
occupied by buildings, structures and uses, and of courts, yards,
and other open spaces to be left unoccupied by uses and
structures, including variations in the sizes of lots based on
whether a public or community water supply or sewer system is
available and used; or







By Right
"Special exception" means a special use, that is a use not permitted
in a particular district except by a special use permit granted
under the provisions of this chapter and any zoning ordinances
adopted herewith. Virginia Code § 15.2-2201
A Special Use Permit is a regulatory mechanism recognizing that
certain activities are appropriate, but require additional oversight
to adequately protect the public welfare.








Opportunity to regulate, as far as legally
possible:
Noise
Shadow Flicker
Visual effects on landscape

