Advising-related Academic Regulations and Program changes

Program Changes
1. Computer Science and Applied Math will be split into two departments. Applied Math will be separate but
unchanged in name and curriculum. Computer Science will change its name to Computer Information
Sciences and adopt a new curriculum. The MA 105-106-307 as well as the MA 123-124-220 sequences will be
acceptable for the CIS major.
Transition
The transition from CS to CIS courses will occur over several years based on the transition schedule developed by the
redesign committee. The class of 2017 will enter under the CIS banner while 2013-2015 will remain with the current CS
major. The class of 2016 will have the choice to remain under the CS banner or make a switch to the CIS banner. On a
cadet by cadet basis, credit for courses in the transition for the class of 2016 will be determined by COL Gluck, the CIS
department head in conjunction with the Registrar’s Office.
Minors
Plans for a minor to replace the CS minor and the IDT minor will be presented to the Academic Board in spring 2013.
2. English will change its name to English, Rhetoric, and Humanistic Studies. Although the department name and
curriculum are changing, cadets will continue to obtain a degree in “English”.
Transition
Since only courses in the new curriculum will be offered beginning in fall 2013, the Department Head will determine
appropriate substitutions for English majors in the Classes of 2014 and 2015 and will notify the Registrar on a case-bycase basis. Courses that are similar to current EN, WR, FA, PH, and SE courses are restricted for current cadets as noted
in the course descriptions. A list of course equivalents for cadets pursuing current degree requirements, including
minors, is at the end of this packet.
Department heads are asked to review current and past program evaluations to determine any necessary changes to
reflect the new curriculum and to notify LTC Oliver of those changes.
Minors
Plans for minors and concentrations will be presented to the Academic Board in spring 2013.
The Philosophy portion of the VMI Curriculum will now be a part of the ERHS department. Thus Philosophy faculty
will now be part of the ERHS department.
New Courses
SP 210X. Image and Meaning in Spanish Film
Course description
Film-making in Spain since 1980 within the dual contexts of Spanish film history and film theory. This course does not
include a foreign language component and cannot be used toward a language requirement. (Cadets may not earn credit
for both SP 210X and SP 310X.)

Please note that this course has been piloted twice as SP270X in summer school 2011 and summer school 2012. The
CCOC approved the X-designation for this course in spring 2011.

SP 310X. The “Big Screen” in Democratic Spain
Course description
Film-making in Spain since 1980 within the dual contexts of Spanish film history and film theory. Taught in Spanish. Prerequisite: SP 202 or 204. (Cadets may not earn credit for both SP 210X and SP 310X.)
Please note that this course was piloted as a 316WX (Topics in Spanish: Contemporary Spanish Cinema) in FL11. The
CCOC approved the X-designation for this course in spring 2011.

Commencement Participation
Cadets who do not meet degree requirements must have extenuating circumstances, confirmed through an appeals
process, in order to participate. See Order 66 for details
2nd classmen should review the Program Evaluation to ensure that they are on track. This can be done as part of their
pre-registration meetings related to FL13 classes.

Graduation & Grades
Cadets no longer have the option to request which courses count toward meeting graduation requirements and final
GPA. In addition to completing core and major course requirements, cadets must have a cumulative and major GPA of
2.0 in order to graduate from the Institute. As well as being in good disciplinary standing with the Commandant’s office.

Repeating Courses—Started with the Class of 2014
•

If a course is taken a second time, the original grade will be replaced, all subsequent attempts will be counted
(grade points as well as attempted hours will be used in the GPA calculation)

•

Consult the Repeats Summary Screen in Post View to track advisees who are approaching the third repeat

•

Earlier classes of cadets may repeat a course as many times as they wish, the last grade received is counted.

Academic Probation—Started with the Class of 2014
A cadet cannot remain on academic probation for more than three consecutive semesters. Any cadet who has not
attained good standing at the end of the third consecutive semester on academic probation will be suspended until he
or she meets the requirements and applies for readmission. If such suspension occurs at the end of the fall semester,
the cadet will not be eligible to apply for readmission until the following fall. If suspension occurs at the end of the
spring semester, the cadet may use the summer months to make up his or her deficiencies. Cadets suspended under
either circumstance are eligible to attend the VMI Summer Session.

Residency Requirement
Beginning with the Class of 2015, cadets matriculating with no advance standing credit must complete a minimum of SIX
semesters and 75% of their degree requirements in residence at VMI. Cadets matriculating with advanced standing
credit will be credited with appropriate time reduction based on transferred activity, but must complete a minimum of
FOUR semesters and 50% of their academic activity in residence at VMI. Upper class cadets may transfer no more than
one-half of the total hours required for graduation (a maximum of 18 of these credits may come from summer session
or inter-semester sessions)
R.O.T.C.
•

•

One ROTC course must be completed each semester unless a cadet is otherwise excused. A reminder will be
sent to 3rd and 4th class cadets during the add/drop period. Cadets who fail to enroll in an ROTC by the close of
the add/drop period will be registered by the Registrar’s Office and required to attend. Cadet schedules will be
adjusted to accommodate the ROTC course. This will include dropping another course if the ROTC would place
them into overload status.
2nd and 1st class cadets who are not commissioning must complete the LS lab associated with their ROTC class.
Failure to successfully complete the lab will result in an automatic “F” in the ROTC lecture.

•

Every cadet must complete 12 semester hours in Aerospace Studies, Military Science or Naval Science

•

Partial or full credit may be requested if a cadet was in the U.S. Armed Forces prior to coming to VMI, served on
active duty as an enlisted member, or completed a military related program. This is subject to ROTC Department
Head approval.

•

Cadets who study abroad must complete R.O.T.C. requirements through independent study or other methods
approved by the R.O.T.C. department head.

•

For a list and order of courses, cadets should refer to the Advising & R.O.T.C. page in the catalogue.

Waivers and Substitutions

Cadets may substitute one of the following alternatives for one of the two required C&C courses:
Participate in a credit-granting, study abroad program that is reflected on the cadet’s degree audit.
International students (with foreign passports) living in barracks also receive a waiver for one of the two C&C
courses. The Office of International Programs will notify the Core Curriculum Oversight Committee (CCOC) of
cadets who are participating in an approved program each semester, and the CCOC will notify the Registrar to
apply the credit upon satisfactory completion of the program.
Participate in some other substantial experience with a different culture. Prior approval by the CCOC is required
at least three weeks in advance of the proposed experience. The CCOC will assign a faculty member to work
individually with the cadet to determine the requirements for earning C&C credit. No credit will be granted
without prior authorization. The CCOC will review materials submitted upon the cadet’s return in order to
evaluate eligibility for credit. The CCOC’s decision regarding credit will be final.
Notify the CCOC of return from overseas active duty. While no pre-approval is necessary in this instance, cadets
must present materials reflecting their experience abroad (e.g., essay, photo journal, etc) for CCOC review in
order to receive placement credit. The CCOC will provide guidance for submitting these materials on an
individualized basis.
In any of the three cases above, cadets must be matriculated to receive any C&C credit. Mission trips, travel, or
deployments completed before matriculation are not eligible.

A representative of the CCOC will notify the Registrar of approved substitutions.

No Waivers
•

Core Curriculum requirements

•

Exceptions must be approved by the Deputy Superintendent for Academics and Dean of Faculty through formal
appeal to the Committee on Academic Appeals

Appeal Limit
Each cadet may submit one appeal over his or her cadetship. Additional appeals will not be considered by the CAA
without the approval of the Dean.
Advanced Placement
VMI may grant semester-hour credit for AP examinations (scores of 5 or 4) and IB courses (scores of 5 or higher). VMI
may also grant advanced placement, but not semester hour credit toward graduation. –In the second case, the cadet
would substitute an elective to complete the semester-hour requirement for graduation.
Course Load
•

12 is the minimum

•

More than 19.5 with Overload Form

•

First classmen may appeal to take more than 21 hours. An Overload Appeal must be submitted 7 days before
classes begin.

VMI Summer School Grades
Counted in GPA
•

D or better for cadets who have Matriculated

•

C or better for cadets enrolled in STP who have not Matriculated

Not Counted in GPA
•

F does not count

•

Upon request, cadets may choose to omit summer classes/grades where a “D” was earned if they do not want
them counted toward graduation or included in the GPA calculation (Request must be submitted to the
Registrar’s Office by Fall semester add/drop deadline)

•

Cadets may drop as many Ds from the VMI Summer Session as they wish

Transfer Credit
•

Submit a course description to the VMI Department Head where the similar course is taught and a VMI Course
Approval Form before registering for the course, to ensure transferability.

•

Major Department Head must also sign the form

•

The form must be on file in the Registrar’s Office after the signatures have been obtained.

•

Credit will only be given for courses passed with a C or better (No pass/fail courses)

•

The cadet must have an official transcript sent directly from the other institution to the Registrar’s Office

•

Only semester hours transfer to VMI. Quality points do not transfer. (GPA will not be impacted unless a course
is being replaced) Writing-Intensive, Leadership as well as Civilizations & Cultures courses must be completed at
VMI (C&C waiver for study abroad will be decided by the Core Curriculum Oversight Committee)

Hours Granted
•

If the transfer course has more credit hours than its VMI equivalent, only VMI’s number of hours will be
transferred. For courses that have less credit than VMI, the cadet will have to make up the difference with Free
Electives.

•

Summer hours earned prior to Matriculation or in VMI-sponsored study abroad programs are not included in the
18 hour limit.

Withdrawals
•

First, second and third grading period withdrawals will allow the cadet to receive a W. A Course Withdrawal
Form must be submitted.

•

Cadets will receive a WF if they withdraw 6 or fewer days prior to the last day of class

Automatic F
•

Cadets who fail to take a final examination in a course where a final is required.

•

WF is calculated in the GPA as an F

Major or R.O.T.C. Changes
•

If the change alters how the science or mathematics requirements should be met, the department head of the
new major or R.O.T.C. program will decide which two science and mathematics courses must be taken.

It is recommended that you read the complete version of the Academic Regulations in the future.

Course Equivalents_As of 05 February 2013
Equivalent in New Curriculum

Previous Course Designation

ERH 101

WR 101

Writing and Rhetoric I (3-0-3)

English Composition I (3-0-3)

ERH 102

WR 102

Writing and Rhetoric II (3-0-3)

English Composition II (3-0-3)

ERH 103

SE 300

Fundamentals of Public Speaking (1-0-1)

Public Speaking (1-0-1)

ERH 201

WR 230 or WR 230W

Rhetorical Traditions I (3-0-3)

Rhetorical Traditions I (3-0-3)

ERH 203

EN 250 or EN 250W

Ways of Reading (3-0-3)

Seminar in Literary Research & Analysis (3-03)

ERH 204

FA 207

The Language of Art (3-0-3)

Principles of the Visual Arts (3-0-3)

ERH 205

EN 201, EN 201W, EN 202, or EN 202W

British Literary Traditions (3-0-3)

English Literature to 1750 or Since 1750
(3-0-3)

ERH 206

EN 209

American Literary Traditions (3-0-3)

Survey of American Literature (3-0-3)

ERH 207

PH 204 or PH 304

Ethics (3-0-3)

Applied Ethics or Ethics (3-0-3)

ERH 211

PH 307 or PH 307X

Comparative Religion (3-0-3)

Comparative Religion (3-0-3)

ERH 212

PH 201 or PH-305

Ancient Greek and Medieval Philosophy

History of Greek and Medieval Philosophy (30-3)

(3-0-3)
ERH 213

PH 202 or PH-306

Modern and Contemporary Philosophy

History of Modern Philosophy (3-0-3)

(3-0-3)

ERH 214

FA 340

Introduction to Music (3-0-3)

Introduction to Music (3-0-3)

ERH 215

FA 251

History of World Art I (3-0-3

History of Art I (3-0-3)

ERH 216

FA 252

History of World Art II (3-0-3)

History of Art II (3-0-3)

ERH 217

FA 346

Film and Performance Studies (3-0-3)

The Film (3-0-3)

ERH 222

WR/EN 332 or WR 332W

Genre Studies: Poetry (3-0-3)

Creative Writing – Poetry (3-0-3)

ERH 223

WR/EN 330 or WR/EN 330W

Genre Studies: Fiction (3-0-3)

Creative Writing – Fiction (3-0-3)

ERH 224

WR/EN 334 or WR/EN 334W

Genre Studies: Non-Fiction (3-0-3)

Creative Writing – Non Fiction (3-0-3)

ERH 240

PH 303

Poverty and Human Capability (3-0-3)

Poetry and Human Capability (3-0-3)

ERH 250

WR 220

Teaching Writing (3-0-3)

Teaching Writing (3-0-3)

ERH 314

WR/EN 342 or WR/EN 342W

Technical Communication (3-0-3)

Technical Writing (3-0-3)

ERH 332

PH 301

Logic and Critical Thinking (3-0-3)

Logic (3-0-3)

ERH 341

FA 362

Contemporary Art since 1945 (3-0-3)

Modern Art (3-0-3)

ERH 481

EN 480W

Senior Capstone (3-0-3)

Senior Capstone Course (3-0-3)

ERH 495

EN 495

Honors Thesis I (3-0-3)

Independent Reading for Honors (3-0-3)

ERH 496

EN 496

Honors Thesis II (3-0-3)

Honors Thesis (3-0-3)

All Special Topics are Writing Intensive

Equivalent in New Curriculum

Previous Course Designation

CS 121-122

CIS 111-112

Programming I (2-2-3) & II (3-0-3)

Programming I (2-2-3) & II (3-0-3)

CS 348

CIS 341

Database and Information Retrieval (3-0-3)

Database Management (3-0-3)

CS 327

CIS 321

Network Computing (3-2-4)

Networking (3-2-4)

CS 345

CIS 351

Software Engineering (3-0-3)

Software Engineering (3-0-3)

CS 270WX

CIS 250WX

Special Topics (3-0-3)

IT History (3-0-3)

CS 346

CIS 331

Human Computer Interaction (3-0-3)

Human Computer Interaction (3-0-3)

CS 347

CIS 311

Web Application Development (3-0-3)

Web Application Development (3-0-3)

CS 340

CIS 310

Computer Programming (3-0-3)

Computer Programming (3-0-3)

CS 490 W

CIS 490 (no W)

Research Practicum in Computer Science

Capstone (3-0-3)

(3-0-3)
CS 373

CIS 425

Computer Forensics (3-0-3)

Computer Forensics (3-0-3)

Additional Equivalency Information:
CS348

CIS341 DBMS

CS*348, ITD*348, CIS*341

CS327

CIS321 NETWORKING

CS*327, ITD*327, CIS*321

CS345

CIS 351 SOFTWARE ENGINEERING

CS*345, ITD*345, CIS*351

CS346

CIS331 HCI

CS*346, ITD*346, CIS*331

CS347

CIS311 WEB APP DEVELOPMENT

CS*347, ITD*347, CIS*311

CS490W

CIS490 (no W) CAPSTONE

CS*490, CS*490W, CIS*490

CS373

CIS425 COMPUTER FORENSICS

CS*373, ITD*373, SS*343, CS*425

