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Institute’s 167th Anniversary Observed
By Lt. Col. Stewart MacInnis, Editor
VMI observed the 167th
For some, the VMI system seemed
anniversary of its founding Nov.
too structured, too confining, and too
10 with the Corps marching in
conformist.”
review and the Cadet Battery firing
Despite the doubting, J.T.L. Preston,
a 17-gun salute.
Claudius Crozet, and Francis H.
At the Institute Society Dinner
Smith, VMI’s three Founders,
at Cocke Hall the evening before,
persevered. “We often overlook the
Gen. J.H. Binford Peay III ‘62
fact that our Founders were risknoted that VMI was established in
takers, educational non-conformists,
1839 as an experiment.
visionaries, and eminently practical
“People had doubts about the
men,” Peay said.
formal teaching of engineering
The preeminent importance they
and science in a college setting,”
placed on the formation of character
the Superintendent said. “Even
showed just how forward-looking
greater doubts were expressed The colors pass the reviewing party. – VMI photo by Andrea and modern the Founders were, he
about the possibility and even the Velasquez.
said.
desirability of offering a college
“I think we must continually remind
course within a military environment.
ourselves that as old and venerable as the Institute has become, it started
Please see page 2

SACS Visit to VMI Successful
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
After months of meetings, conference calls, planning sessions and
proposal reviews, VMI was ready for inspection, and the reaffirmation
team from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) that
came to Post in early November found the Institute in good order.
“The SACS team was greatly impressed by the Institute, its program
and its people,” said Gen. J.H. Binford Peay III, superintendent. “They
were very enthusiastic about the opportunities that our ambitious quality
enhancement plan (QEP) and our new core curriculum present. It
was a good day for the Institute.”
Every 10 years, VMI must be reviewed by the Commission on Colleges
of SACS in order to retain its status as an accredited institution of
higher education. While the intensive process is drawing to a close
and the recent visit went very well, there are still a few steps left in the
process.
Like Peay, Brig. Gen. Charles F. Brower IV, deputy superintendent for
academics and dean of the faculty, is pleased with the results of the SACS
visit and added that the reaffirmation team appreciated the thematic
coherence of the QEP and that it affects students through their entire
cadetship.

“The on-site team’s report will go before the Council of Colleges in
June 2007, and they will render the official report on our reaffirmation
of accreditation,” said Brower. “As with all reaffirmed colleges
and universities, the Institute is required at the fifth year of its new
Please see page 3
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Washington Statue Gets a Cleaning
By Lori Stevens, Special Correspondent
The historically and artistically
applied a coating of paste wax tinted
important statue of George
with burnt umber.
Washington that stands in front of
“This selectively disguises and
Washington Arch recently received
reintegrates the green areas. The
what may be its first professional
goal is to return the surface to the
cleaning and maintenance since it
original statuary brown, traces of
was cast in 1856.
which can still be found in protected
Andrew Baxter, founder of
areas of the column,” explains
the Richmond-based Bronze et
Baxter.
al Ltd., a company specializing
During this process he corrected a
in professional conservation
relatively recent act of vandalism.
and restoration of monumental
“Some cadets believe it is a long
statuary and sculpture, recently
standing tradition to polish the
finished the first phase of a two
crotch of the statue — it is not,”
phase cleaning of the William
observes Gibson. “This destructive
Andrew Baxter, founder of the Richmond-based Bronze et al
Hubbard’s “George Washington.”
practice only dates back a few years;
Ltd., cleans the Washington Statue located outside Barracks.
Baxter originally proposed
it is a felony to damage a work of
– Photo courtesy of Col. Keith Gibson.
cleaning the statue by mechanical
art owned by the State of Virginia
abrasion with crushed walnut shells.
— anyone found polishing or
Upon closer examination however he found that there were numerous small otherwise disfiguring the statue may be prosecuted.”
plugs, fills, and patches to correct problems with the casting.
Baxter chemically treated the area and then heated it with a blowtorch
“The casting of the Washington bronze is unusually porous,” notes it to return it to the dark greenish brown color. “It reflects poorly on
Baxter, “a condition probably due to Hubbard’s relative inexperience the Institute to have a public monument defaced in this manner,” notes
in casting large pieces.” The statue, cast in Richmond, is the second Baxter.
oldest bronze statue cast in America.
“Although the statue was evaluated for conservation around 1990 by
Baxter, who is nationally known for his conservation work, including the chief bronze conservator for the National Park Service, the decision
Rodin’s “The Thinker” at the White House and Henry Moore’s “Knife at that time was to not treat the work. To our knowledge, Mr. Baxter’s
Edge Mirror” at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., always work is the first undertaken on our important likeness of Washington,”
refers to available historical documents before undertaking a project. Gibson says.
He worked closely with Col. Keith Gibson, director of the VMI Museum,
Natural weathering by the elements turns outdoor statuary a light
who arranged for him to undertake the project.
green color.
The statue is cast in a bronze alloy with an unusually high content
“While some people find this corrosive color pleasing, it is actually
of zinc and tin, giving it an unusual silvery sheen and making it more damaging to the piece, like rust,” explains Baxter. Baxter will return in
resistant to corrosion. Baxter thoroughly cleaned the statue with a non- the spring to reapply corrosive inhibitor and tinted wax.
ionic, pH-neutral detergent. A corrosion inhibitor was then applied by
Aside from nationally known conservation work, Baxter is a sculptor
brush and allowed to react with the metal.
as well. His works in cast bronze are currently on exhibit at the Daura
The following day Baxter heated the surface with a blowtorch and Gallery at Lynchburg College.

Anniversary Observed
Continued from page 1
out as a bright new institution of higher education dedicated to the
needs and challenges of the future -- an institution to train, educate, and
mold young people for a world that was rapidly being transformed,”
Peay said. “This was true and appropriate then, and it remains true and
appropriate now, in a world today that continues to be transformed but
at an ever-quickening pace.”
The Founders’ emphasis on honor, belief in progress, science,
academic achievement, character building, constructive competition,
public service, and military service “are as meaningful and as
compelling today as they were 167 years ago,” Peay said. “I believe
that they will be so when we reach our 200th anniversary in 2039.”
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Alum Returns to Post Following Service
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
To Justin Roberts, the Second Battle of Fallujah
he helped fight two years ago seems like a distant
memory, but thanks to a new book on his platoon
and their experiences in Iraq, their story comes alive
again.
A member of the Class of 2004, Roberts left
Post upon graduation eager to get into the War on
Terrorism. With a combination of Marine Corps
training and his experience as a VMI cadet, the
corporal felt ready to serve his country and to join
some of his fellow alumni who already were there.
“I was a third classman at VMI on 9/11,” said
Roberts. “I knew that day we would come when my
unit would be called upon, and I wanted to be part
of it. I idolize the Greatest Generation, and thought this would be my
opportunity to follow in their footsteps.”
In fact, it was his grandfather, Grady Hall, an Army combat engineer
who served in World War II, who Roberts wanted to emulate. The
veteran and his wife raised their grandson, encouraged him to attend
VMI and taught him many of the values of that era.
A combat engineer like his grandfather, Roberts’ unit was attached
to Company L, 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment. Their part in the
Second Battle of Fallujah in November 2004 is retold in We Were One:
Shoulder to Shoulder with the Marines who Took Fallujah, which
was just released this fall.
Written by military historian Patrick K. O’Donnell who was embedded
with the 3/1 Marines, the book presents a graphic account of the battle,
the people who waged it, and the relationships they formed while
fighting some of the fiercest insurgents American troops have faced.
“I was never fond of the media’s presence in Iraq, but Patrick
O’Donnell is part of our family now,” said Roberts. “If we were getting
shot at, he was, too. American troops are doing a lot of good in Iraq, but
good stuff doesn’t sell newspapers. I can tell you numerous accounts
of how American soldiers and Marines make a difference daily under
the toughest situations. Through his book, O’Donnell is sharing a story
that could have been lost.”
While he’s humble about his service in Iraq, the Marine Corps is not
and awarded Roberts the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal

with Combat V Device for his contributions during the
battle. On the second day of the conflict, Roberts’
squad leader fell right beside him, and as second in
command, he took over leadership of his unit. The
award specifically honors Roberts’ bravery and actions
on Nov. 10, 2004, when twice during high intensity
urban combat operations in Fallujah, he risked his
life while conducting two Bangalore rushes on enemy
positions after being engaged by small arms fire.
Before his deployment ended in April 2005, Roberts
helped in the rebuilding of Fallujah, as well as witnessed
the first set of Iraqi elections. Seeing Iraqis wait in long
lines and suffer tragedies just to have the opportunity to
vote made a lasting impression, said Roberts.
Robert left the Marines as a sergeant in May 2005 and is now on
inactive ready reserve. Following a year of teaching world history
at Massanutten Military Academy in Woodstock, Roberts joined the
staff of the VMI Foundation, Inc. as an intern in alumni and reunion
giving.
“I love VMI and the family atmosphere that you experience here,”
said Roberts. “I enjoy working with the cadets in the call center, as
well as interacting with young alumni. Also, I hope to get involved with
veterans who are returning to finish their education here.”
Roberts is glad that he received his degree before serving in Iraq.
The experience of being a soldier abroad makes returning to life as a
college student difficult for some cadets, and he would like to blend
his wartime experience and understanding of the VMI community to
help these students adjust and finish their degrees.
Roberts doesn’t follow the war on television, but is taken back to
Iraq through news from two of his rats, Mark Miller ’07, who is serving
in Iraq, and Chris Webb ’07, in Kosovo. Roberts also reunited with
O’Donnell and some of the soldiers from the 3/1 at a book signing for
We Were One in Arlington on Nov. 6.
“I think O’Donnell did a great job with the book, and it makes me
proud to know that I was part of that story,” said Roberts. “In the
Marines, you always hear that you’ll be part of history. I thought that
was just something they tell everybody, but now I know it’s true.”

SACS Visit Successful
Continued from page 1
accreditation cycle to submit an impact report that demonstrates the
extent to which its QEP has affected student learning.”
The immediate focus for VMI to complete the process is to report
back to SACS on how it plans to evaluate the new core curriculum, VMI’s
focus for SACS’ required QEP, as well as to determine how the ROTC
program will fit into the new core curriculum.
Ideally, VMI would have ROTC be a common experience for all

students; however, students who accept a military commission have
requirements as defined by the Department of Defense that must be
included in their ROTC training, particularly in their final semester.
While this thorough training would benefit the leadership element of the
new core, the cost of providing it for all cadets may be prohibitive. The
final determination of what will constitute the common ROTC experience
will be made after further study during the current academic year.
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Cadet Keeps Roads Clear In Iraq
Miller’s mother, Michelle Ramsey, said during a phone
Sgt. Mark Miller should have graduated from VMI
interview that her son has always been a determined
a few months ago with a bachelor’s degree in civil
worker and was not surprised when she found out her
engineering.
son had volunteered for another tour in Iraq.
Instead, the combat engineer and Marine reservist
“He told me he did not want to come home until the job
assigned to the Virginia-based Charlie Company, 4th
is done,” said Ramsey. “I cry for him all the time. I know
Combat Engineer Battalion is serving his second tour
he is where he wants to be — there with his Marines.”
of duty in the western Al Anbar Province of Iraq.
Miller said he is just doing what he believes he is
Academically, he’s fallen two years behind his peers in
obligated to do.
school.
“I felt it was my duty to come back here and be a
But the 22 year-old Forrest, Va., native is not
leader,” said Miller. “The first time I came here I was
complaining about putting his civilian life and education
one of the lowest-ranking Marines in the unit. I learned
on hold to return to Iraq. In fact, Miller, who was
a lot really quick. I wanted to pass it on.”
wounded in Iraq in 2004, volunteered to come back.
Sgt. Mark Miller
This day, Miller and his Marines were involved in less
He spent two months in a hospital recovering from
USMC Photo
strenuous duty than clearing roadways of explosives
the wounds he received in 2004. It has not deterred him
— they were making repairs to living quarters and performing other
from serving in the military.
“Being a combat engineer is a fun job though,” said Miller, who is work on this U.S. airbase.
During the work, the Marines started joking with one another and
a squad leader and has a permanent scar on his right arm from the
insurgent attack in 2004. “We keep the roadways clear of explosives reminded each other of simple mistakes they’ve made during the
deployment.
for Iraqi Army convoys and (Coalition Forces).”
“We make fun of each other to get through the day,” said Miller. “We
Since Miller and the rest of the Marines arrived in Iraq in midSeptember, they have spent their days clearing roadways of improvised stay busy and make fun of each other and it makes time fly by.”
Miller said he misses VMI and the “good times” he had with his peers
explosive devices. Miller says so far they have found five. All of them
could have caused serious damages to Coalition and Iraqi vehicles and when he was not studying, but the fast pace in Iraq keep him and his
Marines occupied.
personnel.
“When we are outside the wire clearing routes for convoys, we forget
“It feels good when we find an IED before it can damage anything,”
said Miller. “It makes us feel like we are doing our job and serving our what day it is,” said Miller.
While checking on some of the repairs his Marines made to a small
purpose on the route clearance team.”
Marines now serving in Iraq are much safer than those who served workspace in the engineers’ work area, a call came in on a tactical
just two years ago, said Miller. That’s because vehicles have more armor telephone. After a brief conversation Miller hung up and announced,
and Marines are issued better quality personal protective equipment “We got a mission tomorrow.”
He continued speaking with other Marines, running his left hand up
than they were in 2004, he said.
He knows first hand the danger the Marines can encounter while and down the six-inch scar on his right forearm caused by the insurgent
traveling through Al Anbar Province. He reminds his Marines not to attack two years ago. Four other Marines were wounded and four were
forget their basic training and remain calm in every situation, especially killed that day. To this day he still cannot close his fingers completely
because of the injury.
during an insurgent attack.
“But I can still pull the trigger no problem at all,” he said.
“Sergeant Miller has proven to be a very strong leader,” said 1st Sgt.
– Article by Sgt. Roe F. Seigle, USMC, Combat Correspondent,
Scott Miller, no relation to Mark Miller. “He is a benefit to our unit and
the Marines look up to him and respect him.... He makes good judgments Regimental Combat Team 7.
(and) he has a good depth of experience.”

Sculley, Morgan Honored by VMIRL
The VMI Research Laboratories (VMIRL) Board of Directors
honored Dr. Jay Sculley ’62, left, and Maj. Gen. James Morgan
’45, right, for their service to VMIRL at a luncheon earlier this
year. Also participating in the presentations were Maj. Gen. C.
Ernest Edgar, III ’58, center, chairman of the VMIRL Board, and
Gen. J.H. Binford Peay III ’62. Sculley was recognized for his
years of service to VMIRL as a board member, as its chairman,
and as the Board of Visitors representative to the board.
Morgan was honored for his guidance as dean of the faculty
during the early years of VMIRL and for his contributions to
several recent conferences that were administered by VMIRL.
– Photo courtesy of VMIRL.
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Terminato Makes Run for Marshall Scholarship
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
Cadet John Terminato was named a finalist for the
A history major, Terminato is a member of VMI’s
prestigious Marshall Scholarship, narrowly missing
Institute Honors Program; a platoon lieutenant for Golf
being named to receive one of the 40 seats nationwide
Company and an ROTC battalion officer in the Marshall/
for the two-year opportunity to study in the United
New Market Army Battalion; president of VMI’s College
Kingdom.
Democrats; a Big Brother volunteer; and a member
His admiration of George C. Marshall and interest
several important Institute committees.
in politics compelled him to apply for the Marshall
Terminato also has received numerous scholarships and
Scholarship. Through his research, he came to see
awards, including the George C. Marshall Undergraduate
Marshall as a model leader and diplomat, and one day
Research Scholarship, Wilbur S. Hinman Jr. ’26 Research
he hopes to further study the effect Marshall had on
Award for Outstanding Cadet Research, VMI Summer
Anglo-American relations during the time he authored
Undergraduate Research Initiative grant, and a three-year
the Marshall Plan.
active duty scholarship from the U.S. Army.
John Terminato
VMI’s first Marshall finalist since 2003, Terminato
“John Terminato is the kind of student who impresses
is interested in studying international and European
you immediately with his seriousness but also with a
politics, as well as pursuing a doctorate in international relations or a genuine warmth that is communicated in his handshake and in his
juris doctorate in international law with an eventual goal of pursuing words,” said Col. Rob McDonald, associate dean for academic affairs.
public office.
“He embodies the qualities the Marshall Scholarship is designed to
“I have come to believe that today America is governed by people we encourage — intellectual sophistication and an inquisitiveness that
refer to as leaders but who too often lack the qualities of true leadership leads him to pursue new knowledge, a capacity for inspiring others
– integrity, generosity and a willingness to work in the sole interest of the that makes him an effective leader of his peers, and a selflessness that
public good,” said Terminato, a native of Avella, Pa. “My first dealing with promises not just involvement but engagement with important issues
the governing side of politics as an intern was truly disheartening, but in the political career he plans after his tour in the Army. He is a young
it only strengthened my resolve to remain focused and to associate with man who thinks, but who also acts, and one who is truly poised to do
others committed to the same values and ideals of service that I hold.” great things.”

Justice Thomas Hosts VMI Pre-Law Society
On Nov. 7, 23 members of VMI’s Pre-Law Society visited the U.S.
Supreme Court, which included a tour of the court and the opportunity
to attend oral arguments. The highlight of the day was a visit with Justice
Clarence Thomas, whose son Jamal, is a 1996 VMI graduate and Brother
Rat of Thomas’ clerk, John Adams.
“Justice Thomas spent an hour visiting with us, explaining a bit
about his background, judicial philosophy and the workings of the
court,” said Cadet Chris Fields ’07, president of the society. “He
invited our questions, and we were eager to hear him comment on
his humble beginnings and the value of hard work, subjects that
resonated with us. We especially related to his routine of rising early,

Charge Across Battlefield
Members of the Class of 2010 charge across the battlefield at
New Market following a 19-mile march from Harrisonburg. The
Nov. 19 event was to give the Rat Class a deeper understanding
of the sacrifices of cadets who marched the 84 miles from
Lexington in 1864 to fight in the Battle of New Market. – VMI
photo by Kevin Remington.

which he stated was a lifelong habit borne of the need to work with
his grandfather.”
In addition to Thomas, the cadets met with several prominent alumni,
including Sam Witt ’58, an attorney who has served as president of
the VMI Board of Visitors; Tom Slater ’66, co-head of the litigation
department at Hunton & Williams LLP and current vice president of
the Board of Visitors; Tray Adams ’83, a Virginia government relations
specialist; and Brian Dunn ’96, who served as an enforcement official
at the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and now represents
private clients in securities litigation. – Article courtesy of the pre-law
society.
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Longwood Seeks Advice from VMI
on Undergraduate Research
By Wendy Lovell
Special Correspondent
When Longwood University’s dean of the college of arts and sciences
went looking for guidance on building its undergraduate research
program, he looked no further than VMI.
“VMI’s undergraduate research program is widely viewed as one of
the best in the country,” Dr. Charles Ross, told Col. James Turner ’65
when he contacted him to learn what makes the Institute’s program
so successful.
Ross’ goal is to more efficiently institutionalize undergraduate
research across the disciplines, but especially the sciences. To that
end, he and a team from the university visited Post in November to
meet with Turner and other representatives of VMI’s Undergraduate
Research Initiative (URI). They also met with Brig. Gen. Charles F.
Brower IV, dean of the faculty and deputy superintendent for academics;
Col. Rob McDonald, associate dean for academic affairs; and several
department chairs in the sciences to gain advice on how to develop
their program.
Meeting with the VMI team were Dr. Charles Ross, dean of the college
of arts and sciences at Longwood University; Dr. Melissa Rhoten, chair
of Longwood’s department of chemistry and physics; Dr. Glenn White,
chair of Longwood’s biological and environmental sciences department;
and Dr. Micah McCreary of Virginia Commonwealth University and a
visiting ACE fellow at Longwood.
Turner cited the collaborative relationship between VMI’s Institute
Honors, Writing and Study Abroad programs as one of the key factors
in the URI’s success.

Col. James Turner, second from left, meets with Longwood
University officials Charles Ross, Melissa Rhoten, Glenn White,
and Micah McCreary. – Photo courtesy of VMI URI.
Since its inception five years ago, the URI involves all academic
departments and has tripled the number of participants in the
Undergraduate Research Symposium; co-hosted the National
Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR) in 2005 and sent
27 cadets to NCUR 2006; has expanded its Summer Undergraduate
Research Initiative to include more than 70 cadets in 2006; and has
doubled the number of cadets who presented in local, regional, national
and international meetings since its inception.

Cadet Co-Authors Fantasy Novel
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
When Cadet Devan Nicely ‘07 graduates next May, his résumé will
have something none of his classmates can claim – he is a published
author.
Nicely and his long-time friend and co-author Josh Hagy experienced
a dream come true in August when their first novel, Chaos Reborn, was
published by PublishAmerica. A fantasy novel, Chaos Reborn tells of an
epic battle between good and evil and follows the quest of Alexander, the
heir of Serenity, as he attempts to recover five magical swords, swords
that need to be re-forged into one that can save the world.
“Josh and I have been friends since kindergarten and came up with
the idea for Chaos Reborn in the sixth grade,” said Nicely. “The book
began to come together when Josh and I attended Dabney Lancaster
Community College. I found a particular class really boring and started
putting our ideas down on paper. The project took a hiatus when I
transferred to VMI, but we hit it hard during my third-class year.”
Within three days of making their pitch to PublishAmerica, the
company had agreed to cover all the costs of editing, cover art and

printing the book. It now is available through PublishAmerica, and can
be purchased on Amazon.com and Barnes&Noble.com, too.
“We always said we did not care to make money, but just to have a
book on the shelf to tell our children about,” said Nicely. “With this
accomplished, anything else will result in pure elation.”
As they wind up their final year of college – Hagy is completing an
English major through a satellite program with Old Dominion University
– the writers are making progress on the next book in what Nicely refers
to as the “Chaos Chronicles.” They haven’t had much time to market
Chaos Reborn, but they are pleased with positive reviews of the book
and sales in the United States and Britain.
Despite their early success, the authors are looking to other careers
upon graduation. Nicely plans on commissioning in the Army National
Guard and pursing a graduate degree in history. Both authors hope
to teach at the college level in the future, Nicely in history and Hagy
in English. Being authors on the side only will further the dream that
began to come true for them in college.
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The Right Hand Ring
Women Embrace Sacred VMI Traditions
By Abri Nelson, Contributor
The class ring for cadets at Virginia Military Institute is bigger than
any class ring in America, almost as big as a Super Bowl ring. It has to
be, to display in gold the dozens of symbols telling the sacred story of
the Institute, and of each particular class.
For 150 years, only men were part of the Brotherhood of the Ring. In
the highly scripted ritual called Ring Figure each November, the cadets’
dates in formal white gowns and long white gloves placed these monster
rings on the right ring finger of their cadet-escorts.
In 2000, female cadets had their male dates place rings on much
smaller ring fingers.
On Nov. 17, Katie Bopp was one of 18 female cadets receiving the
vaunted VMI ring. She is also the first female cadet to be head of the
Ring Figure Chairman Committee.
The 20-year-old Air Force brat wore the same Old Corps White Blouse
as the male cadets, but with a white skirt instead of pants. The gigantic
ring, costing as much as $2,000 and weighing up to 44 pennyweight,
in her case has been downsized to 36 pennyweight to fit her tiny hand.
She enthusiastically embraces VMI’s traditions, but also conveys the
excitement of someone who once helped plan homecoming dances
and was a cheerleader at Rockbridge County High School.
“We would love to wear dresses, but we’re proud to wear the uniform,”
Bopp says. Civilian male escorts of female cadets wear white tuxedos
with a black tie and cummerbund or vest. If they are in the military, they
wear their dress uniform.
Ring Figure is a series of events running from Nov. 16 to Nov. 19, but
the crux of the spectacles and social gatherings is the Ring Ball on Friday
night. This is when cadets and their dates walk through a giant replica

Cadet Jessica Rheinlander shows off her new ring to the
gallery. – VMI Photo by Kevin Remington.

Cadet Erin Cipperly is handed roses by Mrs. Barbara Blakey.
– VMI Photo by Andrea Valasquez.

of the ring, dressed head to toe in white, and switch the ring from one
hand to the other. Cadets officially receive the ring on Friday afternoon,
but they cannot wear it until their date places it on their hand later that
night.
After every cadet has received his or her ring, the couples dance to
the VMI waltz and then are joined by the cadets’ families on the dance
floor. Cadets, and as many dates as can get to VMI two weeks prior to
Ring Figure, have taken waltzing lessons to prepare for the night.
As a woman, Bopp says, she feels that she can add a classier touch to
the event, especially in terms of decorations and other little things that
past chairmen may not have thought about. And as a cadet, she feels
that it is still important to maintain the tradition of VMI.
Her committee decided to extend the dancing at the Ring Ball an extra
hour and moved the Friday afternoon ring presentation ceremony back
to Jackson Memorial Hall, the chapel at VMI that was under construction
last year.
Bopp, who has contracted with the Air Force and hopes to go to
medical school, decided to go to VMI because she wanted to face the
challenge of being a woman in such a male-dominated environment
head on. Women at VMI are held to the same physical standards as the
men.
“If you don’t come in ready to go, you’ll find a thousand reasons
to leave,” she said. “Traditionally, you don’t think a woman could go
through that.”– Reprinted courtesy of the Rockbridge Report, an online publication produced by journalism students at Washington &
Lee University.
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New Facility Helps Physical Plant Deliver Day and Night
By Lori Stevens, Special Correspondent
Who do you call when something
isn’t working?
The Physical Plant team has a
crew at the ready 24/7, including
vacations and holidays. They are
the people always there behind
the scenes, at football games and
large events, making sure things
run smoothly, keeping Post looking
sharp. Their work may not always
be noticeable, but it sure would be
obvious if left undone.
The new 22,700-square-foot
Physical Plant facility on Lackey Farm provides the crew with the
organized and efficient working environment they deserve.
“Supplies and equipment are laid out logically,” says Post Engineer Lt.
Col. Jay Williams. “Here we have a large compound area for equipment.
At the old stables it was difficult to organize. People were working on
top of machinery. Parking was congested. To do a paint job you had to
go to [another] facility ... where paint supplies were stored. Now we
have a paint facility centrally located in this building. We had pockets
of storage here and there, now everything is behind a locked fence.”
The new facility has a state-of-the-art machine shop for woodworking
and metal drilling. Motor pool operations are enhanced, with side-byside bays for repair work on vehicles, as well as a separate washing
facility. There is a centralized warehouse for supplies.
Aside from team rooms for each of the eight crews – housekeeping,
heat plant, supply, grounds, two facility maintenance teams, and
two housing maintenance teams – there are also locker rooms and
showers.

“Due to the type of work the
physical plant crews do, there can
be fuel spills or applications can
get on the workers,” said Williams.
“Now we have locker rooms and
shower facilities on site. This is a
real plus and saves time, we used
to have to send people home to get
cleaned up.”
Initially there was some concern
about travel between the facility
and Post. “But we have gotten
better on the planning side, and
we’ve become more efficient,” Williams said. “My staff has had to rethink
how they do their jobs. Now they don’t just take one work order when
the leave the building. They have to think about how their day will be
organized.” The crew does have a satellite location under barracks on
Post to take breaks, with a worktable available for minor repairs.
Robin Browne has worked for the physical plant for 31 years on one of
the housing maintenance teams, mainly doing waterproofing. He arrives
at work at 5:30 every morning. “If it’s too cold to paint we do other things,
like remodel houses. We do a turn-key job; when we’re done the house
is ready to move right in to. We have had more to do as the Post grows
and changes, but we all have a good time while we work.”
Larry Jones, foreman of a facilities maintenance team, and who has
been with VMI 15 years, agrees. “This is a good bunch of people, they
have fun, but they are all talented.”
Jones admits, though, that a typical day is hectic. “There is a heavy
workload,” he notes. “We used to just have carpenters and plumbers.
Now everyone does everything, and there are a lot of work orders.”

Proposal to Name Physical Plant After “Doc” Hinty
By Lori Stevens, Special Correspondent
The name of VMI’s head carpenter for 32 years will grace the
new facility for VMI Physical Plant, if the naming recommendation
is approved.
A recommendation has been made to name the new physical plant
after George “Doc” J. Hinty, who worked at VMI from 1905 until his
retirement in 1937.
“Hinty was a legendary figure during his employment at VMI,” said
Col. Keith Gibson. “He was known to be a real problem solver.”
One of the problems that Hinty solved had been considered lost
cause. In 1916 when the old JM Hall was going to be demolished it
was feared that the painting, “Charge of the VMI Cadets,” would be
destroyed with the building. The painting was attached to the wall and
various specialists were brought in to consult about its removal.
The experts agreed that it would be impossible to save the painting
and that a copy should be made. Hinty suggested that since the

painting was a lost cause anyway, his team should be allowed to take
a crack at the job. As it turned out, they successfully removed and
thus saved this important work of art.
The daughter of Col. Samuel R. Gleaves, VMI Class of 1898 and
commandant of cadets from 1909 to 1912, inadvertently gave Hinty
his nickname “Doc.” She thought that everyone in Lexington was
either a doctor or a colonel, and as Hinty did not wear a uniform he
must be a doctor. She addressed him as such and the name stuck.
“While the physical plant could be named for a former faculty
member or alumnus, we thought it important to recognize someone
from that department to show that every one in this institution makes
a significant contribution to the operation of VMI,” said Gibson.
“It would be particularly appropriate to have the building named
after a legendary buildings and grounds guy,” agreed Post Engineer
Lt. Col. Jay Williams.
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CNN Analyst Gives Insight on Elections, U.S. Challenges
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
happen to you in politics is when
In a more than 30-year career
your own team goes against you,
of covering nearly every major
and that’s what George Bush is
domestic political story, Jeff
facing.”
Greenfield has learned a thing or
In addition to concern over
two about what it takes to lead
Iraq and the war on terrorism,
and how successful leaders stay in
Greenfield said voters were called
office. If the CNN senior political
to action by their thoughts on the
analyst could handpick a leader
economy and corruption – a shift
to move the United States forward,
in political support that led to the
it’s likely he’d choose someone
Democrats taking control of both
like General of the Army George C.
the House of Representatives and
Marshall.
the Senate.
“Marshall not only served in a
“Corruption was the number one
time of war but at the end looked at
issue people talked about at the
the world and said ‘we can do this,’”
said Greenfield. “The concept of Brig. Gen. Charles F. Brower IV leads the applause following polls,” said Greenberg. “The Mark
reconstruction was an alien one, Jeff Greenfield’s address to the Corps. – VMI photo by Kevin Foley story was not treated as a sex
scandal but a corruption scandal,
but Marshall helped put Europe on Remington.
and voters thought the Republicans
its feet and made it stable. I think
some of the wisest decisions made have been made by members of the were more interested in serving their own than the teens who serve on
Capitol Hill.”
military.”
Despite his concern about the many challenges the United States faces,
Greenfield visited Virginia Military Institute on Nov. 28 to provide his
thoughts on the recent mid-term elections, and he attributed the political Greenfield concluded his talk on a positive note.
“Things change when people have the courage to face what has to be
turnover in Congress in part to the men and women who are fighting
done and do it,” he said. “I’m an optimist because at the most critical
the war in Iraq.
“It’s a familiar historical fact that war hurts those in power when it point in our history, we have come through, and I still believe our
comes to elections,” he said. “It’s not the goal of the war but how it’s political system can do it, too.”
Greenfield’s appearance was part of VMI’s Distinguished Speakers
being handled that’s the issue. Americans do not and have not stayed
Series, which brings key themes and issues of the day to the Institute’s
their voices when American men and women’s lives are at risk.”
According to Greenfield, it’s not just the media’s coverage of the war but Corps of Cadets. In addition to his role at CNN, Greenfield is a contributor
opposing comments made by members of the military that have influenced to The Situation Room, American Morning and Paula Zahn Now; he
writes a column for TIME magazine; he has contributed articles to The
public opinion about how the United States is handling the war.
“This was not an ideological election nor a mandate election; it was New York Times Magazine, Esquire and National Lampoon and has
a performance review,” he said. “The most devastating thing that can authored or co-authored nine books.

VMI Sets Stage for Shakespeare Conference
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
Students from seven Virginia colleges gathered at VMI in November
to focus on their shared interest in the work of William Shakespeare
as part of the third annual VMI Undergraduate Research Shakespeare
Conference.
“Christopher Newport University was a new addition to the conference
this year,” said Col. Alan Baragona, professor of English and fine arts
and conference organizer. “Thanks to the attention we’ve received by
having Dr. David Bevington as our keynote speaker this year, I expect
we’ll have students from outside of the state next year.”
Not only is Baragona pleased that the conference is drawing new
players, but also that Bevington was part of this year’s event.
“David Bevington is the most prominent if not the most important U.S.
scholar on Shakespeare,” he said of the professor from the University of
Chicago. “He gave a wonderful talk on The Tempest and how to use the
text as well as external [evidence] to make the case that Shakespeare
wrote it as his deliberate farewell to the theatre.”

During the conference, 15 students presented papers, and the group
traveled to Staunton to tour the Blackfriars Playhouse and attend a
performance of Shakespeare’s As You Like It.
In addition to CNU and VMI, Bridgewater and Roanoke colleges,
and Hollins, James Madison and Washington and Lee universities took
part in the conference, which is funded by VMI’s department of English
and fine arts, the Navas-Read Fund, and the Undergraduate Research
Initiative.
Best in session paper awards were presented to Dane Boston of W&L
for “The Rise of Modernity and the Decline of Religion in ’Tis Pity She’s
a Whore,” Victoria Crump of Hollins University for “Let Us Speak Our
Free Hearts: Spaces of Communication, Homoeroticism, and Gender as
Performance in William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus and Macbeth,” Sara
Mueller of W&L for “Children of This Age: The Cycle of Violence in Ran,”
and Ben Nicholson of JMU for “Renaissance Philosophy in Shakespeare’s
Hamlet.” Nicholson also won the best paper in conference award.
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VMI First Classmen Named Finalists
in Rhodes Competitions
By Wendy Lovell
Special Correspondent
Two VMI first classmen vied for Rhodes
Scholarships in November, making it to the
final competition for the limited number
of seats for the prestigious honor.
“While our cadets didn’t receive the
scholarships, they were competing against
students from the service academies,
Harvard, Stanford and Yale, schools
that often are represented in the Rhodes
and Marshall programs,” said Col. Rob
McDonald, associate dean for academic
Christopher Fields
affairs. “To be among that caliber of
universities signifies VMI’s strength as an institution of higher learning,
as well as the quality of our students.”
Cadets Christopher Fields and Jason LaCerda vied for the 2007 Rhodes
Scholarship, the world’s oldest and most prestigious international
fellowship program.
McDonald said that preparing cadets for opportunities such as these
national scholarships is one of the primary functions of VMI’s Institute
Honors Program. Through weekly forums on current events, honors
seminars, undergraduate research and exposure to distinguished
visitors, the cadets are groomed for success not only on Post but also
outside of VMI.
Fields traveled to Pittsburgh and LaCerda, to New York to compete in
district competitions for the coveted scholarship and to become VMI’s
11th and 12th Rhodes Scholars and two of only 32 U.S. winners to
receive full tuition and living stipends for post-graduate study at Oxford
University in Great Britain.
An international studies major from Blacksburg, Fields hopes to
pursue a career in international law and to eventually help shape policymaking with an organization like the United Nations or the U.S. State
Department. When he first came to VMI, he intended to commission
in the Air Force; however, Fields has decided military service isn’t
the best vehicle for him to realize his long-held ideals of service and
leadership.
“I see a great opportunity in helping to lead the world away from
confrontation and toward international problem-solving based on
mutual respect,” said Fields. “Therefore, in charting my duty to serve, I
now strive to better understand international conflict and plan to pursue
non-uniformed avenues of international service.”
Active in VMI’s Institute Honors program, the cadet has begun his study
of international law through his honors thesis. He is a prosecutor for
the VMI Honor Court, a member of VMI’s Regimental staff, and for the
past three summers an intern for the Blacksburg law office of Raphael
B. Hartley III, P.C.
Last May, Fields received the prestigious Francis H. Smith Award for
the rising first classman who exhibits academic and extracurricular

Jason LaCerda

excellence, leadership and career potential.
Also, he’s a member of Omicron Delta Kappa
and the Phi Kappa Phi National Honor
Society. Fields has made the dean’s list every
semester at VMI.
Field’s excellence in the classroom extends
to the stage, where he is a member of VMI’s
Theatre Group and starred in Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat;
is a baritone for Opera on the James in
Lynchburg; and for four years was a member
of the Opera Roanoke chorus with roles in

Tosca and Il Pagliacci.
LaCerda hails from Mahopac, N.Y., and is majoring in international
studies and Arabic. He hopes to earn a graduate degree in modern
Middle Eastern studies to help prepare him for military service
abroad.
“As an officer, my responsibility will be to humanity – to all people
from my fellow soldiers to the citizens of any land to which we are
dispatched,” said LaCerda. “I have dedicated the four years of my
undergraduate education to comprehending culture, majoring
in the social science of international studies and deepening the
understanding of societies and political organizations gained there
through the study of a particular culture as I have pursued a second
major in Arabic. I am hungry for experiences that will develop and
empower me to serve my country as an effective, culturally sensitive
and attuned soldier.”
To that end, LaCerda has studied at the American Language Institute
in Fez, Morocco, and at Magdalen College at Oxford University. He is a
member of VMI’s Institute Honors Program, Omicron Delta Kappa and
the Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society.
As in the classroom, LaCerda excels on the playing field as mid-fielder
and defenseman and three-year varsity letter winner on VMI’s lacrosse
team. He ranked first and second in 2006 and 2005, respectively, on
the Metro-Atlantic Conference Men’s Lacrosse All-Academic Team. He’s
also first battalion commander in the Corps of Cadets, finished first
among all graduating seniors on the U.S. Army Cadet Command Order
of Merit List, and was presented the William Brent Bell VMI ’67 Award
in spring 2005. LaCerda is president of the Rat Disciplinary Committee,
as well.
Brig. Gen. Charles F. Brower IV, dean of the faculty and deputy
superintendent for academics, praised both Fields and LaCerda for their
leadership and academic achievement at VMI, specifically noting Fields’
musical talents and leadership in the Institute Honors program, and
LaCerda’s competence as a soldier, athlete and scholar. With or without
a Rhodes experience, he is confident they will make great contributions
in the future.
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Cadets Collect for Troops
By Lt. Col. Stewart MacInnis, Editor
Cadets collected enough material and money from fellow cadets,
faculty and staff members to send dozens of boxes of personal items
to service members deployed overseas.
Cadet Christopher A. Sterbenz Jr. ‘09 organized the collection drive.
He said he got the idea earlier this fall when the VMI College Republicans
were involved in an event. The drive isn’t sponsored by the College
Republicans, but instead is just a good idea that took off by itself, he
said.
“Everybody has been extremely willing to help,” he said “Once they
heard what we were doing, they all thought it would be a great thing
to do and really got into it.”
The collection drive netted 12 large boxes of personal items – boxes
far too large to mail – and about $500 in cash donations. The items in
the large boxes were packed into dozens of smaller boxes that were
mailed Dec. 12. Part of the cash donations was used to purchase such
things CD players, music CDs and movie DVDs. The remainder is to
pay postage.
The items will be mailed to VMI cadets who are currently deployed
with their Reserve units. Two cadets are in Iraq with their Marine
Reserve unit, and five are deployed to Kosovo with their National Guard
unit. Cadets at VMI have also identified family and friends who are
deployed to receive the packages.
Sterbenz said he hopes the packages arrive in time for the holidays,
but that the timing of the collection drive is coincidental. And even if the
packages arrive after the holiday, he said, they will still be needed.
Assisting with the project were a number of cadets and Lt. Col. Mary

Cadet Chris Sterbenz with some of the boxes of items he’s
collected for troops. – VMI staff photo.
Ann Dellinger, associate professor of modern languages. Sterbenz said
he went to Dellinger with the idea because she is the faculty adviser to
the College Republicans.
The project is likely to be larger next year, Sterbenz said.
Additional time to plan will allow it to be expanded into the Lexington
community.

Parents Council Active in Supporting Cadets, Institute
By Jenny Daniel, Parents Council Co-President
Under the big, brightly striped red-and-yellow tent, hordes of just
slightly homesick Rats piled plates high with homemade pasta salad,
fried chicken, brownies, and, of course, hot dogs, while Parents Council
members bustled about, busily replenishing bowls of chips and coolers
of soft drinks.
On Oct. 13 –14, Parents Weekend at VMI, even cadets whose folks
couldn’t make it found a hospitable welcome and even an extra mom
or dad to fuss over them. Despite a chilly wind, cadets discovered warm
smiles.
Activities committee co-chairs Gary and Shelley Craft and their teams
of Parents Council volunteers have taken on the challenge of making sure
that no cadet goes without a tailgate experience on football weekends.
The 75-member organization conducted its business meeting on Friday
of Parents Weekend after which they rolled up their sleeves to serve
cadets and parents alike on Saturday. One mother, who flew in Saturday
morning without enough time to pick up food to share, thanked a Council
member profusely. “I felt so bad about not having any food to offer my
son. I can’t tell you how much I appreciate what you all did!”
Parents Council members feel that they have “been there” and seek
to encourage parents of cadets. Members seek to support the Institute
in a number of ways, not the least of which is to help parents of Rats
navigate the sometimes bewildering new world of rules and regulations
in which they find themselves when their son or daughter chooses that

most unique experience of becoming a cadet at the Virginia Military
Institute.
Under the able leadership of Recruitment Committee co-chairs Wads
’78 and Wendy Bugg, members assisted in the Oct. 6-7 and Oct. 2728 “Open House” weekends by making themselves available during
the Friday evening session to answer questions posed by parents of
prospective cadets. Parents Council members provide this service for
each of the six Open House weekends held each year.
Parents Council membership brings with it some very definite
“perks.” During the Friday meeting, Gen. Peay discussed the ongoing
progress toward accomplishment of the goals outlined in Vision 2039.
Following the Superintendent, Brig. Gen. Brower outlined the new core
curriculum and presented the academic accomplishments of the Corps.
Col. Hutchings then discussed and answered questions concerning Corps
life. After lunch in Crozet, Council members got a first hand look at some
of the improvements underway for Vision 2039. The day was wrapped
up with a presentation by the president of the Board of Visitors, Mr. Gil
Minor ’63.
With co-chairs John and Jenny Daniel at the helm, and assisted by
Col. Tom Moncure ’72, the superintendent’s liaison to the Council, the
Recruitment, Activities, Communication, and Development committees
of the Parents Council plan to work hard both behind the scenes and
in the public eye before their next meeting Feb. 17.

PAGE 12, THE INSTITUTE REPORT, NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2006

Crozet Service Improves as Shakedown Continues
By Lori Stevens, Special Correspondent
Now that the renovated mess hall is up and serving, cadets have had
time to experience and reflect on the new environment. In general,
opinion about the changes has been positive.
“Daily we provide 19 different meal selections, including two salad
bars, a Mexican food line, a pasta bar and a deli bar,” says Col. James
Joyner, director of auxiliary services.
Cadet Joel Keneipp ‘08 appreciates the new options. “The food is
similar in quality to what it was before, but the choices have been
greatly improved. I used to have days I couldn’t find anything I wanted
to eat, but now there is always a choice that I’m happy with. Juice all
day is a great improvement, as well as the grill line.”
The new healthy food line, which has controlled portions containing
only 10.5 grams of fat or less per meal, is also quite popular. Cadet
Burt Williams ’08 appreciates the healthy choice option, as does class
vice president Rich Meredith ‘07.
“There is now a “healthy” food line every night that offers a low fat/
calorie alternative dinner,” Meredith says. “I stumbled upon this line
the other night and have been visiting it at least a few times a week.”
Also popular are the three Panini grills. Cadets can create their
own sandwiches and freshly grill them themselves on site. Cadet Holly
Giacolone ’09 notes, “One of the major enhancements of the mess
hall for a lot of students are the sandwich grilling machines, which
increase the dining possibilities open to cadets. A few times I’ve sat at
a table at which every cadet has had a fresh homemade sandwich.”
While the overall impression of the new facility has been positive,
there have been some complaints from the Corps.
Giacolone missed the sweet tea, and Cadet Peter Borchelt ‘08 liked
a consistent supply of fresh fruit. The most uniform criticism however
has been over congestion in the servery area.
A mess hall committee consisting of administrators, cadets and
ARAMARK personnel has heard many of the concerns and has
already taken action, Joyner says. For instance, sweet tea is now
available and additional serving racks were purchased and are

now in use for the display and serving of additional fresh fruit.
Joyner notes the committee meets regularly to review emerging
cadet concerns and to improve operations.
“We now offer a wide variety of foods, but the choices lend
themselves to ‘shopping’ in the serving area,” Joyner says. “However,
we don’t want to reduce the range of choices.”
A number of cadets mentioned the congestion in the servery and
unfamiliar traffic patterns.
“In time, I think the Corps will learn the layout of the new mess hall
and complications will be ironed out,” Meredith says. “I still believe
that supper at the Institute should be served family style every night.
I have heard many stories of this lost tradition.”
Joyner notes, “Last year the three seating shifts created less pressure
on the serving system. [We have] 900 cadets coming in and eating in one
wave now. I don’t think any organization could feed 900 with the choice
and quality that we offer in the amount of time that we do it in.”
These difficulties do not mar the generally positive dining experience
of the corps.
“The new facilities and appliances have greatly improved the
environment for the Corps,” says Giacolone.
“The biggest improvements in my opinion are the air conditioning
and the video projectors,” adds Meredith.
Says Borchelt: “I feel that they have improved not only the
appearance and food options, but also the Corps morale. First off
the hand sanitizer is great! Secondly, I like how the food is separate
from the seating area.” However, he adds, “I would like to see the
projectors being used, maybe to watch the evening news. I mean if
they are there, why not use them?”
With an overall positive take on the new facility, cadet suggestions
for improvements have been relatively tame. The cadets have instead
saved their inventive talents to create the new end-of-meal sport of
“accumulator racing” – letting their trays slide down the accumulators
two at a time to see who wins.

Cadets, Faculty Show Strong At AF Marathon
By Capt Steve Bolster, Air Force ROTC
For the fourth consecutive year a
abilities to the test:
contingent of Air Force ROTC and
Katherine Bopp, half marathon;
VMI faculty members along with
John Burton, half marathon;
VMI cadets took part in the U.S. Air
Thomas Duncan, half marathon
Force Marathon. The marathon was
(4th place in the men 19 and
held Sept. 16 at Wright-Patterson
under group); Richard Durkee, 5K
Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio.
race; Joseph Picariello, marathon;
This qualifying race for the
Alexander Rawling, marathon (7th
Boston Marathon maintained a
place in the men 20 to 24 group);
trend of continued growth as more
Matthew Treadwell, marathon; and
than 5,000 runners registered to
Matthew Upchurch, marathon
participate. In addition to the main AFROTC Detachment 880 entourage pose for a post-race
The marathon was one of the
event, runners competed in the half picture. – Photo courtesy of AFROTC.
culminating events celebrating the
marathon, four-person relay team,
Air Force’s 60th Anniversary this
and 5K races. The following VMI cadets put their training and running year. Next year’s marathon is scheduled for Sept. 15, 2007.
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Post Brief
Richter to Lead VPA
Col. Duncan J. Richter, professor of
psychology and philosophy, was elected
president of the Virginia Philosophical
Association (VPA) at its fall meeting. As
president, he is charged with finding a
host for the 2007 fall meeting, as well as
coordinating and promoting the event. All
faculty or graduate students in philosophy
at a Virginia college or university or those
with equivalent competence and interest
Col. Duncan J. Richter
in philosophy are invited to participate in
the VPA’s annual meetings. Richter also is a member of the American
Philosophical Association.
Bott Receives Research Grant
Maj. Charles Bott ’96, assistant professor of civil and environmental
engineering, has received a $78,000 grant from the D.C. Water and
Sewer Authority to assess alternative external carbon sources for denitrification. Specifically, Bott and his students will compare the benefits
of using various substrates, including bio-diesel glycerol waste, corn
syrup and sugar solutions, and unpurified ethanol to methanol, the fossil
fuel-based substrate currently being used at many treatment plants. The
purpose of this one-year grant is to help decrease the total nitrogen
concentration in the effluent of all municipal and industrial wastewater
treatment plants discharging into the Chesapeake Bay watershed.

Engineering Alum Gets Fellowship
Michael Lorence ’98 has won the National Society of Professional
Engineer’s John W. Gregorits management Study Fellowship, the
organization announced this summer. Lorence is a student at the
Darden Graduate School of Business Administration at the University
of Virginia. This is the second year Lorence has won the scholarship,
which is awarded each year to an engineer pursuing advance studies
in management.
Cadets Among Presenters at National Conference
Cadets John Terminato ’07 and Whitney Matthews ’07 were co-presenters
with Lt. Col. Mary Ann Dellinger, associate professor of modern
languages, at the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language
in November. The presentation was called “Meeting the Challenge of
Undergraduate Research in L2,” and the cadets talked about their
research experiences in Spain and Germany, respectively.
Muir Publishes, Presents
Col. Malcolm Muir, professor of history, is
editor of the recently published From Detente
to the Soviet Collapse: The Cold War from
1975 to 1991. In mid-November, he gave a
talk entitled “The Naval War” as part of the
plenary session “The Keys to Victory: America’s
War Policy and Strategy” at the International
Conference on World War II. The conference
was sponsored by the National World War II
Museum in New Orleans.

Col. Malcolm Muir

Birth of Navy Observed
By Lt. Laura Niebel, Naval ROTC
On Oct. 13th, the U.S. Navy celebrated its 231st birthday. To
commemorate the occasion, the midshipmen and staff of the VMI Naval
Reserve Officers Training Corps held a cake-cutting ceremony in Cocke
Hall. The event was attended by the Battalion of Midshipmen, local
residents of the Lexington area, faculty and staff from the Institute, as
well as parents who were visiting for VMI’s Parents Weekend.
Midshipman Timothy Labresh started the ceremony off with a short
naval history presentation followed by the cutting of the cake.
Traditionally the oldest and youngest Navy members present are
given the honor of making the first cut in the cake. The oldest sailor
present was Lt. Stanley Porter, age 86. He started his Navy service
during World War II in the South Pacific and rose through the ranks
from seaman recruit to lieutenant during his 30 year Navy career. The
youngest sailor present, Midshipman Justin Way, is 17 years of age, and
has been a midshipman since August.
The ceremony was concluded with the singing of “Anchors Aweigh”
and was followed by the serving of Navy birthday cake and punch to
all present.

Navy-option midshipmen escort the birthday cake for the
observance of the anniversary of the Navy’s founding by the
VMI Naval ROTC unit. The Navy was established on Oct. 13,
1775. - Photo courtesy of Naval ROTC.
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Athletes Performance Strong
in the Classroom and on the Field
By VMI Sports Information Staff
VMI athletes’ performance in the classroom hasn’t
passed the notice of those who keep up with their
performance on the field. Four athletes have been
named to all-district or all-conference academic teams
by three organizations.
Mike Lloyd ‘07 has been named to the 2006 CoSIDA
Academic All-District III University Men’s Soccer Team, as
announced by the College Sports Information Directors
of America (CoSIDA). This marks the third straight year
that Lloyd has been honored with the prestigious award.
A four-year starter on the men’s soccer team, Lloyd
has played in 71 career games, fourth all-time in
school history. He has accumulated 20 goals and
a pair of assists, and was
also a two-time Big South
Player of the Week recipient.
In the classroom, Lloyd
has been equally impressive.
A mechanical engineering
major, he has been named
to the Dean’s List in all four
years at the Institute. He is
also a three-time Big South
All-Academic selection, and
has been selected to the Big
South Presidential Honor Roll.
With this award, Lloyd will
go on to the national ballot,
and is eligible for inclusion
in the CoSIDA Academic AllAmerica® Team voting that
Karen Bill
will occur later this fall.
Football linebacker Jacob
Rochester’09 has been named to the ESPN The
Magazine Academic All-District team for District
III, it was announced by CoSIDA on Nov. 9.
Rochester, an economics and business major,
becomes the first VMI football player to make an
Academic All-District squad since placekicker
Matt Sharpe ’04 was named to the team in
2003.
In eight games played this season, Rochester
ranks fifth on the team in tackles with 49 stops,
including 29 solos and 20 assists. He had a seasonhigh 14 tackles at Norfolk State and also had nine
tackle games against Davidson and Coastal Carolina.
Against Coastal Carolina, Rochester both forced
and recovered a fumble and he also intercepted a
pass one week later against Charleston Southern.

Mike Lloyd

Jacob Rochester

Rochester has been on the Dean’s List all semesters
at VMI and is the recipient of the William J. Hubard
Memorial Scholarship for 2006. He was also named
to the Big South Presidential Honor Roll.
Rochester’s name will now be placed on the CoSIDA
ESPN The Magazine national ballot for Academic AllAmerica consideration.
After a season that saw her score five goals and
five assists, Audrey Falconi ‘10 was named Big South
Conference Freshman of the Year, as announced at the
League’s annual awards banquet Nov. 1.
The award makes her not only the first VMI
women’s soccer player to earn the honor, but she also
becomes the first female
Keydet athlete to ever earn a
Freshman of the Year honor.
She was joined by Karen
Bill ‘07, who was named
to the League’s Academic
All-Conference Team for
the second consecutive
season.
Falconi ranked second in
the Big South in points by a
freshman (15) and tied for
the League lead in assists
(5) by a freshman. She was
one of three players to start
every contest for the Keydets,
and set a school record for
assists by a freshman. Her
Audrey Falconi
goals and points totals were
the second-most by a fourth
class cadet in VMI history, and she ranks fifth in
a single-season for points by a Keydet. Falconi
also led the team in points in conference play.
In addition to the Freshman of the Year
honor, Falconi was chosen unanimously for the
Conference’s All-Freshman Team.
Bill earned a spot on the Academic AllConference team with her play on the field and in
the classroom. She capped her senior season with
eight goals and 17 points, each career-bests. A team
captain and a battalion staff lieutenant in the Corps,
she is majoring in civil engineering and is on track
to graduate in May. She was also one of five first
class cadets on this year’s team that helped start
the women’s soccer program four years ago, and
she missed only one game in her VMI career.
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Fitness, Leadership Needed
By Cadet Roxanne Franck ‘09
and Cadet Jacob Collie ’09
On Nov. 7, Brig. Gen. Burton M. Field,
Commander of the 1st Fighter Wing at
Langley Air Force Base, spoke to Air Force
ROTC Detachment 880 cadets in J.M.
Hall. Joining him was Col. Kory Kornum,
commander of the 1st Medical Group.
“We are a nation at war,” said Brig.
Gen. Field.
As citizens and future military leaders,
he urged cadets to realize the key to good
leadership is to take the training they
receive, balance what they learn at VMI,
and then perform.
VMI people are important to have in the
service since they get the job done, and
understand how to work with the enlisted
corps, he said.
Brig. Gen. Field spoke about the
sacrifices of life in a combat environment:

The male airman in the Security Forces
career field with a zest for life who
was killed in action by an Improvised
Explosive Device and a female airman (and
marathon runner) who was kidnapped in
Afghanistan and rescued after a harrowing
50 miles of escape and evasion from the
Taliban.
With this, he stressed the return of an
absolute requirement for physical fitness
in the active duty Air Force.
Brig. Gen. Field emphasized how
successful leaders listen to subordinates
and learn from their own mistakes.
Cadet Matthew Treadwell ’07 presents General Field Classroom education is important, but
a gift in appreciation for taking the time to talk with operational training is critical. He met
VMI’s AFROTC Detachment 880 cadets. Photo courtesy numerous men and women throughout his
career that showed how learning definitely
of VMI AFROTC.
goes beyond the classroom.

NROTC Spring FTX, 2006
By Lt. Chris Gray
Naval ROTC
Naval midshipmen conducted their Fall 2006 Field Training Exercise
from Sept. 22 to Sept. 24. This weekend was a unique opportunity
for midshipmen to practice peer leadership and strengthen the
camaraderie of the Navy and Marine Corps option midshipmen.
Navy Option midshipmen had the opportunity to spend the
weekend camping at Col. Woody Sadler’s farm in Rockbridge County.
Midshipmen marched six miles through downtown Lexington and
picturesque Rockbridge County to the campsite early on Saturday
morning. Upon arriving at the campsite, they set up camp and ate a
lunch of MRE’s.
The midshipmen spent Saturday afternoon conducting pugil stick
training followed by a cookout. Squad and platoon tactics were
taught to the midshipmen later that evening and many participated
in “Capture the Flag” to put the lessons of the night into practice.
On Sunday morning, all the midshipmen participated in a paintball
match covering almost 50 acres of land. The match utilized the tactics
taught the evening before and allowed first and second classmen
to lead their squads against rival squads. After breaking camp,
the midshipmen then marched back to VMI for a much-needed

shower.
Marine Option midshipmen traveled to Gettysburg, Pa. A National
Park Service tour guide led the midshipmen on a guided tour of the
Gettysburg Battlefield. The tour focused on the military significance
of the battle as well as the incredible bravery displayed by its
participants.
Later that afternoon, the midshipmen conducted an eight-mile
march, including walking “Pickett’s Charge” and concluding with a
trip around Little Round Top.
Saturday night was spent around a bonfire listening to lessons
in leadership from Capt. Garaux, Maj. Diorio, and their host, Cpl.
Seamus Garrahy, USMC, retired. They were joined by more than 30
Marines who had been injured during operations Enduring Freedom
and Iraqi Freedom.
Sunday morning was spent touring historic Gettysburg prior to
returning to VMI that afternoon. The trip provided an excellent
opportunity for Marine option cadets to learn about the great legacy
of those that have served as citizen soldiers in the past and to see the
incredible sacrifices made by our modern day warriors.
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Army Cadets Attend AUSA Annual
Meeting and Army 10-Miler
By Capt. Terri Dorn, Army ROTC
Memorial Reception. The cadets
Each October, the Association
visited the hundreds of exhibits, and
of the United States Army (AUSA)
met numerous military and civilian
holds its annual meeting in
professionals.
Washington, D.C. The AUSA Annual
“Attending the AUSA exposition was
Meeting and Exposition is the
a great experience because it gave
largest defense-related exposition
me the chance to interact with the top
in the nation, designed to deliver
decision-makers in the Army in both
the Army’s message, display
professional and social settings,”
capabilities of Army organizations
stated Cadet Nelson.
and display commercial and
Numerous VMI alumni visited with
industrial goods and services.
the cadets at the convention and
This year’s event, held Oct. 3-5,
booth.
was titled “Call To Duty: Boots
“The AUSA exposition offered us
on the Ground” and focused on
a great opportunity to meet lots of
the soldier serving today. Four
alumni both in and out of the Army,
stellar VMI Army ROTC cadets
were selected to attend this year’s Cadets Abigail Ward, Brandon Price, Chris Nelson and Kathleen and to see the different things they
forum and were able to see first Resetar stand at the VMI booth at the AUSA Conference. – Photo were doing,” commented Cadet
Price. “It’s good to know that there
hand what is in store for them as courtesy of Army ROTC.
are so many graduates that are
they prepare to commission into
successful leaders.”
the U.S. Army.
Prior to the AUSA exposition, Cadets Price and Nelson displayed their
Brandon Price ’07, Chris Nelson ’07, Kathleen Resetar ’06, and Abigail
Ward ’07, represented the Institute this year as they operated a booth in stamina and support as they participated in the Army 10-Miler race.
the exhibit hall. The established booth allowed the cadets to show VMI’s The cadets were two of 24,000 participants in this annual event, with
support for AUSA while educating visitors on the history and traditions runners of all services and backgrounds.
Overall, the attendance of the exposition was a success. “We were
of VMI.
In addition to working at the exhibit, these cadets had the opportunity given the opportunity to learn more about the dynamics of the AUSA
to participate in the many activities. The cadets attended the ROTC exposition and providing us with a foundation of the background of
luncheon, the AUSA president’s reception, and the George C. Marshall AUSA,” stated Cadet Ward.
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