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Secretary Rumsfeld to Address Graduating Cadets
By Lt. Col. Stewart MacInnis
Editor
Secretary of Defense Donald
“From the time he entered the Navy
H. Rumsfeld will deliver the
after graduating from Princeton to
commencement address to
today, Secretary Rumsfeld has always
graduating cadets on May 16.
been at the call of his country,” Peay
The commencement exercise is
said. “We expect the young people
scheduled to begin at 11 a.m. in
who graduate from VMI to serve their
Cameron Hall.
nation and their community, whether
This will mark the secretary’s
in uniform or in civilian life, when
first visit to VMI in his tenure as
the need arises. Secretary Rumsfeld’s
Secretary of Defense.
example is certainly one I hope they
“The Class of 2006 is honored
will strive to emulate.”
to have Secretary Rumsfeld as our
Secretary Rumsfeld, a former Navy
commencement speaker,” said
pilot, served as secretary of defense
class president Cadet Michael R.
under President Gerald Ford from
Pasquale of South Salem, N.Y.
1975 to 1977, and was sworn in as
“Duty and service to the nation are
secretary for a second time on Jan.
examples of Secretary Rumsfeld’s
20, 2001, to serve under President
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld – Photo courtesy of DoD.
character which we all should
George W. Bush. He also served as
emulate. The sacrifice and hardship of a VMI education has prepared White House chief of staff, U.S. ambassador to NATO, Congressman,
us for our future responsibility to the United States. I’m sure the Class and chief executive officer of two Fortune 500 companies.
of 2006 will find his participation memorable.”
As many as 245 cadets are set to receive diplomas during the
Pasquale said the members of the class appreciate the obligations they ceremony, including those returning under the 10-hour rule, with
will assume upon graduation. The fact that Secretary Rumsfeld is a major approximately 105 of them being commissioned into the U.S. Armed
national leader makes him an appropriate speaker for graduates who Forces prior to the commencement. In addition, several foreign
will pursue careers of leadership in the military and civilian sectors.
cadets will be commissioned into the Armed Forces of their respective
The superintendent, Gen. J.H. Binford Peay III, said Secretary countries.
Rumsfeld’s career offers an example of the public service the Institute
With construction prevalent across post, Cameron Hall will be the site
attempts to instill in its cadets.
for many of the events for the Finals Period. Major events happening

Views of Alums Sought in
Recruiting and Retention

Please see page 3

By Sherri Tombarge, Special Correspondent
Fifty-eight recent alumni and current cadets gathered March
30-April 1 to express their views during the Institute’s and the VMI
Alumni Association’s first Recruiting and Retention Conference. Deputy
Assistant Secretary of the Navy Anita Blair was keynote speaker during
the luncheon on March 31.
The conference, which itself met one of hundreds of Vision 2039
objectives, sought feedback on the challenges of recruitment and
retention of six specific groups: women, minorities, commissioning
Please see page 2
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Recruiting and Retention Conference
Continued from page 1
Other conference participants,
cadets, science and engineering
alumni and cadets, were selected
majors, in-state cadets, and
either because of their experience
athletes. Participating alumni
in the six areas or their interest in
and cadets heard presentations
working in those areas. “We had
Friday morning, then took part
women, athletes, minorities. … We
in breakout discussions, each
had every subset represented,” said
focusing on one of the target
Rabern.
groups, during the afternoon.
Each group compiled discussion
“We had the most recent
notes on a CD and presented the
graduates giving us feedback on
findings to the Superintendent. The
the hurdles we have to overcome
results of the conference will be
in those six areas,” said Capt.
briefed to the May meeting of the
Susan Rabern, special assistant
Board of Visitors.
to the chief of staff. The groups
also “brainstormed” strategies to Alumni and cadets discuss issues at the Recruiting and “I’m very pleased with the level
of thought and care all participants
overcome these hurdles.
Retention Conference. – VMI photo by Kevin Remington.
put into this conference,” said VMI
In her address, Blair talked
about her experience during the Supreme Court decision about the Superintendent Gen. J.H. Binford Peay III ‘62. “I have asked the Chief of
admission of women to VMI. A former member of the VMI Board Staff to work through these numerous recommendations to determine
of Visitors, Blair participated in the legal discussions at the time. In which to tackle first, to see what is affordable, and to engage the Institute
the Secretary of the Navy’s office, Blair is responsible for Total Force Planning Committee in these issues. I definitely want to capture the ideas,
Transformation and Military Personnel Policy. She also discussed her the energy, and the spirit that were generated at this conference as we
experience in that office, where recruitment and retention issues are move forward.”
Col. Walter L. Chalkley ’72, chief of staff, said he is likely to be soliciting
among her many concerns.
“She was a good selection [for keynote speaker] because she has such ideas from the conference participants in the future.
“We will use them as resources for work with admissions and alumni
a deep connection to the school and is involved in the military planning
for manpower for the Department of the Navy,” said Rabern. Rabern recruiting events,” Chalkley said. “It was a great experience to hear our
said Blair participated in the conference from beginning to end. “It’s alumni present their ideas in such a passionate and rational manner. I
hard to find someone willing to devote two days. … That’s evidence of was extremely pleased with their effort and will work hard to do what
we can to implement many of their ideas.”
her level of commitment to what we’re doing,” concluded Rabern.

Institute Announces Visiting Scholars for 2006-07
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
One current visiting scholar will return and three will join the faculty at
the Institute for the next academic year, announced Brig. Gen. Charles F.
Brower IV, deputy superintendent for academics and dean of the faculty.
B. Drummond Ayres Jr. ’57 will remain in the department of English
and fine arts for the year as the Dean’s Distinguished Visiting Scholar.
A celebrated journalist with the New York Times, ABC News and the
Washington Post, Ayers will continue to teach journalism and other
courses in support of the Institute Writing Program.
Dr. Michael Flinn ’80 will join the civil and environmental engineering
department for the year as holder of the Wachtmeister Chair in Science
and Engineering. Flinn, who has a doctorate in biological oceanography,
will teach courses related to environmental issues and will be involved in
continuing the development of the environmental leadership minor.
Next fall, Abdeljalil Khir will hold the Edwin P. Conquest ’14 Chair in
the Humanities in the department of modern languages and cultures. A
native of Morocco, Khir holds an advanced degree in linguistics from
the University of Sidi Mohammed Ben Abdallah in Fez and is widely
published in that field. He will teach courses in Arabic, present lectures
on aspects of Arabic culture and organize an Arabic language table for
the benefit of cadets not enrolled in his classes. Also, he has expressed
interest in organizing a weeklong Arabic film festival.

W. Patrick Lang ’62, an expert on the Middle East with a distinguished
career in the Defense Intelligence Agency, will hold the Economics-Mary
Moody Northen Chair in the department of international studies next
spring. Lang will teach a course entitled “Problems and Solutions in
the Islamic World,” lead a section of the Institute Honors forum and
give several public lectures on Middle Eastern topics.
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Lithuanian Ambassador
Speaks to Cadets
Cadet Jonas Narbutas ’06, a native of Lithuania,
and Cmdr. Timothy McElhannon, director of
International Programs, chat with Vygaudas
Usackas, Lithuanian ambassador to the United
States, prior to his lecture to cadets on April 6.
Usackas was a leader of the student challenge
to the youth wing of the Communist Party
during the fall of the Berlin Wall. Later, he was
instrumental in Lithuania gaining membership
to the European Union and to NATO. – VMI photo
by Kevin Remington.

Rumsfeld
Continued from page 1
there will be the Institute Awards ceremony on May 12, the Joint ROTC
Awards ceremony on May 13, the Baccalaureate Service on May 14,
and the Joint ROTC commissioning ceremony on May 15.
The spring reunion weekend begins on April 28, and extends through
May 3 for the classes of 1956, 1966, 1976, and 1986. That weekend
starts the Finals Period, which includes the cadet change of command
and graduation parade on May 13, the New Market Medal presentation,
and the New Market Ceremony and Parade on May 15.

URI Success Highlighted at Chemistry Conference
By Wendy Lovell
Special Correspondent
At the conference, Turner partnered with Cadet
The institutionalization of undergraduate
Jessica Fulton ’06 and Maj. Daniel McCain, assistant
research at VMI was the topic of speech given by
professor of chemistry, to present a research poster
Col. James E. Turner ’65 to the American Chemical
entitled “Estrogen’s Role in Retina Neuroprotection
Society (ACS) at its 231st national meeting last
and Optic Nerve Regeneration in the Adult Zebrafish
month in Atlanta.
(Danio rerio)” in the Division of Medicinal Chemistry.
Sponsored by the ACS’s Division of Chemical
The work represented Fulton’s Institute Honors thesis
Education, the talk focused on the five-year history
research and her interest in how brain estrogen
of the Undergraduate Reasearch Initiative (URI)
is involved with protecting damaged neurons and
and how it has become a model for other higher
allowing them to regenerate with return of lost
education institutions. Turner oversees the URI as
function. Turner said this work is considered
director of the office of undergraduate research.
groundbreaking in terms of understanding the
Some of the keys to the success of VMI’s URI
are support by the faculty and administration, Col. James E. Turner ’65. mechanisms that drive such a successful regenerative
VMI file photo
response resulting in the zebrafish seeing again 60 to
financial backing by the Jackson-Hope Fund
and VMI Research Laboratories, a designated staff to support the 90 days after optic nerves are crushed.
Upon graduation, Fulton will pursue a master’s degree in divinity
program, and a URI faculty committee that formulates its policies,
said Turner. He also discussed supporting programs like the Summer at Ashbury Theological Seminary in Ohio. She plans to combine her
Undergraduate Research Institute, URI spring symposium, New biology and theology interests in a doctorate degree in bioethics, and
Horizons undergraduate research journal, and support for student she hopes her research eventually will help create effective treatments
for brain conditions like Alzheimer’s disease.
travel and research.
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A Family Affair
By Lori Stevens
Special Correspondent
Cadet Jonathan Wilson ‘06, has spent more time on Post than most
of his classmates – in fact, he began coming to VMI when he was a
child.
“I used to come to football and basketball games, and then I went to
football, baseball, and basketball camps that were held at VMI. When my
parents got jobs here at VMI, I was always around,” Wilson explains.
Wilson’s father, John, has been VMI’s laundry services director for 14
years. His staff of 28 oversees the cleaning of 5,000 pairs of pants and
4,000 shirts a week during duck season, when the cadets are in their
whites, as well as 11,000 pounds of bag laundry (sheets, towels, and
sundries). They also run the dry cleaning shop, where the wool pants
and coats are serviced.
“My son’s classmates know that I’m his father, and I’ve taken several
of them under my wing,” admits Wilson Sr.
As the barracks are near his father’s office, Jonathan often drops
by.
“My experience is a little different than other cadets,” Jonathan
acknowledges. “I get to see my parents all the time. I make it a point to
go and see my dad just about every day.”
Wilson’s mother, Charlene, is the administrative and office specialist in
the purchasing department, which oversees most university purchases.
She also worked for over three years as the textbook manager for
the bookstore, and still misses her contact with the cadets from her
bookstore days.
“I always said I didn’t want Jonathan to come to VMI, knowing what
the cadets go through. Moms are protective,” she confesses. “I was
relieved after Jonathan’s class had breakout. But my husband always
wanted him to come here.”
John knew his son would be able to negotiate life as a Rat. “I wasn’t
concerned about the ratline, I knew Jonathan wouldn’t have problems,”
he said. “We raised him to respect people.”
Jonathan chose VMI in part because he received a scholarship to play
football.
“Jonathan first started playing football when he was five,” his father

Charlene and John Wilson stand with their son, Jonathan,
on the Parade Ground. – VMI photo by Kevin Remington.
explains. “He always dreamt of playing Division I college football. He
had other offers, but VMI gave him the chance to get a quality education
as well.”
Charlene adds, “When Jonathan first wanted to come to VMI, I said,
‘Why?’ But he told me, ‘Mom, at every other school we’ve visited everyone
was partying. I want to go get a good education, play football, and come
out with a good job. If I want to party, I’ll do it later.’ That seemed like
a very good reason to me.”
Wilson is in his fourth year as starter quarterback for the VMI team.
Red-shirted when he was a 4th class cadet, Jonathan will play in the fall
semester, and is scheduled to graduate in December. He has already
broken several records, and is only about 1,400 yards away from
breaking the all-time passing record. His parents are justly proud. Not
only is he a success on the field, he has made the dean’s list and was
recently inducted into the international honor society in economics,
Omicron Delta Epsilon.
“VMI has been all I expected and more,” says Jonathan. “ It is a great
place to get an education, but I’m also lucky that it is close to home so
I don’t have to travel too far to see my parents or my fiancée. The rules
can be hard to get used to, but you just have to push through it.”
His father agrees. “I thought that VMI was the best choice for
Jonathan,” he said.

McDonald Edits Book
By Wendy Lovell
Special Correspondent
Reading Erskine Caldwell: New Essays, edited by Col.
Robert L. McDonald, associate dean for academic affairs
and professor of English at VMI, has been published by
McFarland & Company, Inc. In addition to an introduction
by McDonald, the book includes an essay on Caldwell’s
short stories by VMI English professor Lt. Col. David
Rachels.
“Caldwell is a writer whose current critical reputation
does not match his achievement in American literature,” Col. Rob McDonald
said McDonald. “My students study Caldwell whenever
VMI file photo

I teach my seminar in Southern literature and course on
American modernism. Cadets find him interesting because of
his use of the grotesque and his strange blending of humor,
satire, and tragedy.”
The essays explore Caldwell as a humorist, social
commentator, modernist and novelist, and examine his
themes and use of artistic devices. The book also includes a
bibliography of books on Caldwell, chapters and forewords,
journal articles, essays, news items, and obituaries.
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Architectural Heritage of Post Being Studied
By Lori Stevens
Special Correspondent
their homes. They are good stewards.
Architectural historians and
It is equally reassuring to see the
planners from John Milner
interest and knowledge that Larry
Associates recently completed
Camper and his staff share in their
their second on-site field study to
responsibilities for the properties.”
gather data for VMI’s Architectural
The Architectural Preservation
Preservation Master Plan.
Master Plan will guarantee that VMI
The $125,000 plan is being
has full information with which to
funded by a grant from the J.P.
preserve and maintain the historic
Getty Foundation’s College Campus
academic and support buildings that
Heritage Project, whose program
create the unique community of the
director, Robert Melnic, visited the
Institute.
Institute on March 28.
Gibson said the plan will identify
The Milner team, headed by Clair
signature characteristics of the Gothic
Adams, is drawing information
from the VMI archives, the VMI Historic buildings are part of the architectural fabric of VMI. Revival architecture that distinguishes
the VMI Post – the crenellations, flat
Museum, buildings and grounds – VMI photo by Kevin Remington.
roofs, multi-faceted paned windows,
resources, as well as local historic
and stucco walls. The style was
records. Residents of historic VMI
introduced in 1850 by Alexander Jackson Davis
housing opened their homes to architectural
“There is not another campus
with the construction of the barracks, which
conservator and historian Lori Aument, who
in the United States whose
originally housed officers’ quarters, offices, and
surveyed the structures for their historic integrity.
architecture
speaks
so
classrooms.
The team found the structures were well tended
clearly to the experience of
“Initially all of VMI was encompassed in that
and fundamentally unchanged, retaining original
its student body as the VMI
single building,” explains Gibson. “VMI presents
details such as woodwork and windows.
Post.” — Col. Keith Gibson ’77,
a very cohesive visual image. The Architectural
“It is gratifying to see the level of interest and
Director of the VMI Museum
Master Plan will help ensure that the Gothic
care the residents have for their old historic
Revival architecture of VMI will be carried on to
homes here at VMI,” said Col. Keith Gibson ’77,
director of the VMI museum and designated as the VMI preservation new buildings and renovations. In future it will be a valuable tool when
officer. “The floors are seldom level and the pipes might make funny assessing buildings for restoration or adaptation for other purposes.
noises, but all of the residents are genuinely interested in the heritage of

VMI Professors Honored by Engineering Society
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
Two VMI civil and environmental engineering professors received
teaching awards from the American Society for Engineering Education
(ASEE) Southeastern Section at its annual conference earlier this month
at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.
Col. Peter Hoadley, who teaches courses in structural mechanics,
received the Outstanding Teaching Award, which carries a prize of $500.
“Peter has earned a reputation as a demanding, dedicated and effective
teacher,” said Col. C. Dale Buckner, head of the department. “Student
evaluations of his teaching effectiveness are usually among the top third
in our department, and are well above the norm for the Institute. Students
praise him for his accessibility and willingness to help them outside
class and for the well-organized, interesting lectures he delivers.”
Hoadley served as an associate editor for the American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE) Journal of Structural Engineering, is past president
of the Southeastern Section of the ASEE, which honored him with the

Tony Tilmans Service Award in 2004.
Maj. Charles Bott received the organization’s Outstanding New Teacher
Award, which carries a prize of $250. A 1996 graduate of VMI, Bott
returned to the Institute three years ago to teach and was honored by
VMI last spring with the Thomas Jefferson Teaching Award and the Wilber
S. Hinman Jr. ’26 Research Award with Cadet James Shambley ’05.
“VMI received news recently that a proposal Charles submitted to the
National Science Foundation for environmental engineering laboratory
equipment had been funded, and he recently received funds for a
conference that he has organized for next year,” said Buckner, adding
that during the 2004-05 academic year, Bott received funding for six
projects through VMI’s Research Laboratory. “In the short time that he
has been with us, Charles has revitalized our environmental engineering
area and has established an active and growing environmental
engineering research program.”
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Corps FTX Benefits Community
By Sherri Tombarge
Special Correspondent
Twenty-five cadets and 25
“We set up the stage at the opening
civilians joined efforts to create
ceremony, organized the events and
two additions to Liberty Park in
cheered the athletes on,” said Cadet
Harrisonburg during field training
in Charge Chris Authier ‘06.
Cadets assisted with registration
exercises March 30-April 4. The
and with the basketball half court,
group, led by civil engineering
basketball skills, power lifting, track,
professor Col. Grigg Mullen ‘76,
swimming and bocce competitions.
used timber-framing techniques
About 600 athletes, coaches and
to erect a pergola and a gazebo
parents participated.
in VMI’s 10th timber-framing
“Every single cadet I talked to said
project.
this was a great experience,” said
It was a learning experience
Authier. “I also enjoyed it.”
as well as a community service
A cadet project helping build
project. “They [the cadets] can
houses with Habitat for Humanity
see something go from raw plan
gained new momentum during FTX.
to finished structure in the course
of an FTX,” said Mullen. “It makes Cadets assist in the construction of structures in Harrisonburg’s An average of 32 cadets each day
all the assumptions that they’ve Liberty Park during the Corps Spring FTX. – Photo courtesy of Dia worked on three houses being built
in Glasgow and one in Lexington,
seen in statics and structural Russell.
said cadet Christopher Eaton ‘06,
engineering courses real.”
Two-thirds of the participating cadets were engineering students. who organized the project. The cadets nearly finished installing siding
“All I promise them is that I will feed them, give them a place to sleep on the Glasgow houses, installed sheetrock in one of them, and finished
and work the hell out of them. We work 12-hour days and it’s hot and insulating the house in Lexington.
“Overall, it was a fun experience, besides being exhausted when you
sweaty,” said Mullen.
The group spent three days at Mullen’s house doing the “fit up” got back to Post or your arms itching for hours from the insulation,”
— making all of the pieces and making sure they would fit together said Cadet Justin Chetney ’07. “It was fun to get to know people that you
properly. “You can’t force it,” said Mullen. “You’ve got to figure out never knew before; … the leadership was awesome. … We felt like we
were doing some good and helping someone out. So it was worth it.”
what’s wrong and make it work.”
Cadets also worked with the Rockbridge SPCA and the Woods
With individual timbers weighing as much as 400 pounds, it was tough
work, but, said Mullen, “I wear them out and they’re all smiling when Creek Adopt-a-Stream program, helped out at the Waddell Elementary
School playground and participated in cleanup efforts at the Lexington
it’s over.”
These cadets weren’t the only ones out in the communities during FTX. Skatepark, the New Market Battlefield and on Post, including work at
About 70 cadets assisted with Special Olympics held during FTX on Post. Jordan’s Point and on the Chessie Trail.

War Poet Meets With Cadets
Poet and Iraq War veteran Brian Turner autographs
his book for a cadet. Turner presented a selection of
his poems in public reading in Lejuene Hall Feb. 15.
His book, Here, Bullet, reflects his yearlong, wartime
experiences as an infantry team leader in Iraq. Turner
also met with several cadets who had served in Iraq with
their Reserve units. – VMI photo by Kevin Remington.
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Cadets Help Hurricane-Ravaged Area
By Sherri Tombarge, Special Correspondent
It was a time of fun and a time of fellowship. It was a time when tearing
things down was also building people up. It was a truly meaningful way
to spend spring break. And it wasn’t easy.
Second class cadet Andrew Timpner and nine other cadets spent six
days during their spring break in New Orleans gutting houses that had
been contaminated by flood waters from Hurricane Katrina.
“Behind every building down there, there’s a story,” said Timpner.
“On the one hand, you feel kind of bad tearing apart what remains of
their existence, but until it’s gutted it can’t be rebuilt.”
Timpner described how the group ripped out toilets, refrigerators,
heating and air conditioning units and countertops. The houses are
stripped to subflooring, studs and exterior walls, then pressure-washed
three times.
“If any mold is left there, it’ll start growing on any new drywall that’s
put there,” he said.
All that hard work was clearly appreciated, Timpner said. The group
stayed at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Harvey, La., where church
members cooked and did laundry for the volunteers. Cajun fried catfish
and jambalaya were on the menu.
“That really meant something to us, that they appreciated that we
hadn’t forgotten them,” said Timpner, adding, “There is so much left
to do.”
Hard work left the cadets tired and dirty at the end of the day, but
working side by side drew the cadets closer to one another, said first
class cadet Jessica Fulton, a member of the group. “Being in constant
fellowship, … we got to know each other really well.” After all, she
concluded, if you’re going to spend 20 hours a day with people, “You’d
better like them.”

Cadets pose with a clergyman from the devastated area and
his wife at one of the homes they worked on. – Photo courtesy of
Cadet Andrew Timpner ’07.

And they got to know local people as well. Fulton told how one
member of the group was “kidnapped” to sing in the church’s choir.
“They really did make us feel like part of their family,” said
Timpner.
Timpner began organizing the trip after returning from a mission trip

Cadet Joe Prinzinger ’08 removes drywall from a damaged
home. – Photo courtesy of Cadet Andrew Timpner ’07.
to Costa Rica last year. He and others, he said, “were open to the idea
of going somewhere and serving God anywhere else we felt called.”
After Katrina hit, Timpner believed he knew where the greatest need
was and began sending out email to cadets and churches. Volunteers,
money, and organizational help began pouring in.
Funds that came in, handled by the VMI chaplain’s office, covered
the cost of the flight to and from New Orleans and of provisions for the
group while there.
The devastation in New Orleans was surprising, even to Fulton, who
comes from Wilmington, N.C.
“I’ve seen hurricane devastation before, but nothing on the scale of
New Orleans,” she said. She described how the group visited a church
that had been destroyed. “The sanctuary was open-air by the time we
saw it. … I remember seeing … just the prettiest rose you’ve ever
seen … and absolute desolation all around it. That’s a memory that’s
staying with me.”
The cadets were anything but rested when they returned from break.
But, said Fulton, “we got so much more out of our spring break than a lot
of people did. …It was a great spiritual kind of rejuvenation for me.”
Timpner, a history major on ROTC scholarship, will commission in
the Navy when he graduates. Fulton, a biology major, plans to attend
seminary.
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Rhodes Scholar Shares Insights on
Undergraduate Research
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
The VMI community recently welcomed alumnus
“To be successful as a researcher you have to ask the
Michael Lokale, a 2003 graduate, back to Post to help
right questions – important questions and ones that are
celebrate the founding of its new undergraduate research
applicable to what you’re doing,” he said. “Collaboration
journal. A researcher at the University of Virginia, Lokale
and good project design can lead you to tread on the
currently is studying the effects of peptides on cardiac
frontiers of knowledge, and it’s exciting to become a
function.
part of history.”
The biology major, track and cross country standout
Lokale will take the next step in his career when
th
and VMI’s 10 Rhodes scholar was the obvious choice to
he begins his studies at the Edward Via College of
give the keynote speech; however, in his remarks, Lokale
Osteopathic Medicine in Blacksburg in August. He plans
shifted the focus of attention back on the Institute.
to practice in Kenya following medical school.
“VMI is probably the best thing that ever happened to
Lokale’s appearance at VMI highlighted the kick off
Michael Lokale
me,” said Lokale, a native of Kenya. “Not only did VMI
of New Horizons, VMI’s new journal of undergraduate
VMI file photo
help me learn how to manage my time, but also it has
research. An online version of the journal will be
given me academic opportunities like studying at Oxford and research available in April, and the first printed publication will appear in April
opportunities that will help me in my career.”
2007. Each issue will include papers from the areas of the humanities,
Lokale explained that the time he spent in the lab at the Institute gave engineering, and science.
him an advantage over of his peers at Oxford University, and he was able
The New Horizons staff consists of Lt. Col. Mary Ann Dellinger, editor
to earn a master of science degree by research.
in chief, and associate editors Lt. Cmdr. Alexis Hart, Maj. Robert Humston
“It’s quite scary the freedom you have at Oxford,” said Lokale. “There and Cmdr. Robert McMasters.
are many distractions for Rhodes scholars, but VMI taught me how to
“Our vision is to get in print the great work that’s being done in our
plan and execute effectively, which helped me to succeed. People who labs, in our classrooms and in the library,” said Dellinger. “It will be a
have gone to a military school like VMI understand the benefits, but you highly selective publication with a stringent selection process, and it will
have to explain them to those who haven’t.”
be geared to a national audience. What’s unique about New Horizons
Lokale went on to encourage cadets to take advantage of the is its rigorous selection process; what’s not unique is that the process
opportunities VMI offers in undergraduate research.
models that of professional journals.”

Cadet Receives Honorable Mention
in Scholarship Contest
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
Cadet Will Flathers ‘08 received an honorable mention
the Goldwater selection committee.”
in the Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in
An electrical engineering major, Flathers plans to
Education Program, which annually offers scholarships
conduct research to develop technology in avionics while
in the fields of science, math and engineering. The
incorporating human factor needs to increase safety and
program’s foundation selected 323 scholarship winners
efficiency of general, commercial and military aviation.
from a field of 1,081 undergraduate students for the
The native of Culpeper, Va., he is the son of Bill and Jeni
2006-2007 academic year.
Flathers, and at VMI, he is a member of IEEE, Phi Eta
“Will is unlike any cadet I’ve known in his breadth
Sigma and the S-2 staff. Flathers also participates in the
of interests, sharp intelligence and natural intellectual
Institute Honors Program and the Navigators Bible study.
curiosity,” said Col. Rob McDonald, associate dean
He is majoring in electrical engineering.
of the faculty. “He’s an original thinker who can talk
In its 18-year history, the Goldwater foundation has
Cadet Will Flathers
easily, and passionately, about classical rhetoric one
awarded 4,885 scholarships worth approximately
VMI photo by
moment and the physics of runway friction the next,
$48 million, and its trustees plan to award about 300
and he doesn’t have an ounce of pretense about him.
scholarships for the 2007-2008 academic year. Flathers
He’s truly exceptional, and I’m very pleased that he was recognized by will be eligible for the scholarship again next year.
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Barracks Expansion Means Moves
for Lejeune Occupants
By Lori Stevens
Special Correspondent
Institute officials are planning
Crozet Hall. “Happily there will be
to shift the offices and functions
need for little modification of the
housed in Lejeune Hall this
space,” said Joyner. The PX will be
summer to allow that facility to
located opposite the bookstore in
be demolished to make room for
Crozet Hall, with the intention that
an expansion of the Barracks. A
it will maintain regular hours.
final decision to make the moves,
The Visitors Center will be moved
however, depends on action from
to the 100 level of Jackson
the General Assembly.
Memorial Hall. A cadet reception
Until the House and the Senate
area will have a snack bar to
reach agreement on funding the
meet the needs of the cadets and
state’s transportation requirement,
their visitors. After reopening in
Lejeune Hall will make way for an expansion
however, funds for the fiscal
August, JM Hall will once again
of the Barracks. – VMI file photo.
year that starts July 1 remain
host regular religious services.
uncertain.
Cadet Life will shift to the 300
Lejeune Hall is slated to be demolished this summer. A space study level of Maury-Brooke Hall. The office of the VMI Theater may also
committee headed by Chief of Staff Col. Walter L. Chalkley ’72 met for be relocated there.
more than seven months to ensure that functions housed in Lejuene
Sports Information will move from its current location in Smith Hall
Hall can continue after the building’s demolition. Moving those to Cameron Hall, and Communications and Marketing will expand into
functions will, in turn, have an impact across Post as limited space is the area left vacated. The Sun Lab of the Math and Computer Science
reallocated.
Department plans to relocate to the 300 level of Preston Library as
“We were concerned first that academic requirements and then basic work begins on Mallory Hall. The space study committee continues
services, like food services, be met,” explained Director of Auxiliary to work on locating Cadet Counseling, as well as Quartermaster
Services Col. James Joyner Jr. ’67. “The concern is that we be able to Storage.
continue to provide services to the VMI community at large during
“We have to ask, ‘Can we fit into a temporary space?’” Joyner said.
this transition.”
“If we can’t, we have to store supplies. We will need to coordinate and
Most of the relocations were planned to be undertaken during the not overload the system. The moves must be sequenced so we aren’t
summer because of reduced demand for facilities at that time.
running into each other.”
The bookstore will remain open during the first session of summer
While the plan has been approved, Chalkley noted that the process
school. Then a moving team in coordination with Barnes & Noble will remains dynamic. “This is a mammoth undertaking and will require
set up the store in one of the newly finished balcony dining rooms in cooperation, coordination and patience,” he said.

Cadet Awarded Engineering
Honor Society Scholarship
By Wendy Lovell, Special Correspondent
Cadet Jessee Kopczynski ’07 of Straburg, Pa., has received a $2,000
scholarship for the 2006-07 academic year from Tau Beta Pi, an
engineering honor society. The son of Jack and Hermina Kopczynski, the
cadet is a graduate of Lancaster Mennonite High School and is majoring
in civil engineering at the Virginia Military Institute.
Kopczynski’s main interest in his major is water resources, hydrology
and environmental engineering. This summer, he will intern with the
Raytheon Company, an industry leader in defense and government
electronics, space, information technology, technical services and

business aviation and special mission aircraft. Following graduation
next year, he plans to commission in the Army National Guard as an
engineer officer.
At VMI, Kopczynski is historian of Phi Eta Sigma, recording secretary
of Tau Beta Pi, a cadet leader and instructor with the rank of master
sergeant, and a member of the Army National Guard, Army ROTC,
American Society of Civil Engineering, Phi Theta Kappa and Omicron
Kappa Delta.
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Cadets Reap Rewards in Big Brother/Big Sister Club
By Sherri Tombarge
Special Correspondent
“You learn as much from the kids as they learn from you.”
As Coffman considered all the elements that make up the ideal mentor,
That’s how Big Brother/Big Sister Club Cadet in Charge Tabitha as well as the benefits of the relationship to both the mentor and the
Pinter ’07 sums up her experience working with area children as a children being mentored, the mission statement grew. “The mission
club member and certified mentor. The club, which averages 25 to 30 statement was a tad bit longer than I had intended, but I think that it
members each semester, has logged 300 hours of community service was necessary to correctly present everything that the Big Brother/Big
this year, mainly at Central and Waddell elementary schools and at Maury Sister program should mean to those involved.”
River Middle School.
Lt. Col. Lenna Ojure, club adviser and director of teacher certification,
At Central, cadets worked one-on-one with students during the praised the club members’ diligence.
school’s homework help session, said Pinter. At Waddell, club members
“These kids have been really religious about going to the schools,” she
read with the kindergartners individually.
said. “Tabitha [Pinter] has done a lot of work.”
“Each week we see them read harder books,”
Pinter said the club certifies about five mentors
“I do not think that you can
said Pinter, who added that reports from the
each semester. The process, said Coffman, involves
be effective in a mentoring
three schools have all been “positive.” “We
a “big packet” of paperwork, a background check
relationship
unless you are
have had reports at Central Elementary and
and classroom instruction.
willing to put yourself in the
Maury River that attendance of the students has
“You are taught about what to say in certain
increased significantly since they have been
situations, how to act, [and] especially how
other person’s shoes,”
paired with a mentor,” she said.
not to act in certain scenarios,” said Coffman.
Sally Coffman ’07
“Sometimes it takes a few weeks for the kids to
“I remember always wondering how I could
become comfortable around you, but once they
be expected to play such an important part in
do, you can almost instantly see the impact you have had on the kid,” someone else’s life when I was not always able to straighten mine out.
said Pinter. “There have been several cadets that have asked to go more Honestly, though, it comes natural.”
than once a week because they have … enjoyed building a relationship
Pinter said the certification allows a cadet to work with the Rockbridge
with their kids.”
County mentor program and be paired with a specific child for one to
Assistant Cadet in Charge Sally Coffman ‘07, also a certified mentor, two hours a week. “The kid often comes from a hard life at home …
wrote the club’s mission statement.
[and] just needs someone, so it is crucial you meet with your kid every
“Would I want a condescending mentor that walks in my classroom week,” she said.
and puts a distinct difference between our roles? Or would I rather have
Though the training is essential, said Coffman, the mentoring itself
a mentor that is willing to come down to my level and interact with me, comes from the heart: “I think that most of how you act with the children
not only as a role model, but as a ‘teaching friend’?”
is from inside yourself.”

Museum Staffer Appointed President of Association
Scott H. Harris, director of the New Market
his two-year term, Harris will chair the association’s
Battlefield State Historical Park, was elected
20-member governing council and coordinate
president of the Virginia Association of Museums,
advocacy activities.
or VAM, during the association’s annual conference
As director of the New Market Battlefield since 2001,
in Roanoke in late March.
Harris oversees operations of the 300-acre park,
“Scott’s leadership of VAM is a great professional
which was established by Virginia Military Institute in
accomplishment,” said Col. Keith Gibson, director
1967. He also assists the executive director of VMI
of museum operations for Virginia Military
Museum Operations in departmental administration,
Institute. “The attention and official recognition his
including the renewal of American Association of
appointment brings to the battlefield is gratifying.”
Museums accreditation of the VMI Museum and New
Harris is the second VMI Museum Operations
Market Battlefield in 2002.
member to become president of VAM; Col.
Harris earned a bachelor’s degree in history and
Edwin Dooley, retired VMI Museum director and
historic preservation from Mary Washington College
Scott H. Harris
faculty member, served in that office in the mid
in 1983, and master’s degree in history and museum
Photo
courtesy of NMSHP.
1970’s.
administration from the College of William and Mary
VAM is a nonprofit membership organization
in 1988. He is also a graduate of the Seminar for
created in 1968 to promote and serve Virginia’s museums and historic Historical Administration, the nation’s oldest museum management
sites. With nearly 900 institutional and individual members, VAM is the training program.
largest museum professional organization in the United States. During
– Courtesy of VMI Museum.
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Lifelong Health and Fitness Goal of Cadet Health Fair
By Sherri Tombarge
Special Correspondent
More than 110 cadets
tests reassuring. “You’re worried
participated in the health fair
because [in biology class] you’re
sponsored by the Department of
listening to all the risks.”
Physical Education April 5 and 6.
“It was a good experience,” said
That was a big increase from the
fourth classman Joseph J. Taylor,
40 who participated in last year’s
who, like many cadets, had never
event, said Capt. Hunter Powell,
undergone these screenings before.
physical education instructor.
“I thought it would be a good thing
“We are very pleased with
to see how healthy I am.” Taylor,
the cadet turn out,” remarked
a football player, also had a high
Powell.
body-mass index, but, he said, “It’s
Fourth Class Cadet Amanda Fain
all muscle.”
was among those screened for
The program was first envisioned
lipids, blood pressure and bodytwo years ago, said Powell, when
mass index. Cadets got immediate A nurse prepares to draw blood from Cadet Jared Klajnbart Col. James Coale, director of the
results from the BMI and blood ’09. – VMI photo by Kevin Remington.
physical education department,
pressure tests, which Capt. Tim
asked department faculty to think
Sykes, physical education instructor, helped them interpret. The lipid, about how the department could help cadets improve their current and
or cholesterol, test results would be available in two weeks. The BMI, future well-being.
said Sykes, “takes your height and your weight and says they should be
“The Department of Physical Education is trying to incorporate Healthy
proportional. It’s not always accurate for athletes with a lot of muscle Lifestyle checks before cadets leave VMI,” said Powell. “The department
or someone with a large bone structure.”
is educating cadets about what to look for as they grow older.”
Fain’s BMI was high, but she said the VMI lifestyle helps account for
Fourth Class Cadet Jackie Briski, who was helping administer the bodyit. “A lot of it is we lift [weights] so much we have more muscle mass” mass index, agreed. “I think this kind of event is very useful because
than the norms for a given height. “It was interesting to see my blood it helps educate the general public as well as VMI cadets about health
pressure is at optimum level,” added the biology major, who found the issues.”

Boxers Compete
in National Championship
By Sherri Tombarge
Special Correspondent
Cadet Todd Wilson ’06 received the sportsmanship trophy and made
it to the finals at the National Collegiate Boxing Association national
championship April 6-8 in Reno, Nev. Finishing in second place in his
class, he was named All-American. Two other cadets, Dan Osborne ’06
and Chris Stolle ‘06, competed but lost in the quarterfinal round.
Wilson won both his quarterfinal match against a U.S. Air Force
Academy boxer in a bout stopped by the Air Force coach in the second
round, and his semifinal bout against a boxer from University of NevadaLas Vegas by unanimous decision. He lost a 3-2 split decision in the
finals to last year’s champion from the University of Nevada-Reno.
The sportsmanship trophy, voted upon by all the coaches, traditionally
is given to the boxer that the coaches thought got a bad decision and
should have won, said retired Coach Gordon Calkins. Wilson’s opponent
was voted the outstanding boxer of the tournament.
Osborne and Stolle lost close decisions in the quarterfinal matches.
Osborne lost by split decision. Stolle lost in a match in which Calkins
said they both boxed “very well.”

At last month’s National Collegiate
Boxing Association Eastern Region
championship held in West Point,
N.Y., Wilson won his weight class, 132
pounds, and was named outstanding
boxer.
“He was considered by the coaches
and the officials to be the best boxer in
that tournament,” Calkins said. Calkins,
who coached boxing at VMI for 20 years
before retiring last year, took up the task
again when new coach Kennon Kincaid
Cadet Todd Wilson ’06
was called to active duty in January.
VMI file photo
Wilson was national champion two
years ago, said Calkins. “He’s had about
25 bouts; he’s only lost two, and those were questionable,” commented
Calkins. “He’s a very good boxer.”
Also placing at the regional championship were Stolle, at 139
pounds, and Osborne, at 165 pounds, both of whom took thirdplace honors. They competed at the national championship by
invitation of the executive committee in at-large berths. “They
both went last year,” said Calkins, “and both won convincingly.”
That’s not an easy thing to do, with the three working over spring
break to prepare.
“The competition’s always stiff,” said Calkins of the national
championship. “It’s a great achievement for all three of them.”
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Recovering Lost Cannon
Priority for Cadet
By Sherri Tombarge
Special Correspondent
“Wouldn’t it be cool to find a piece of artillery?”
That was the thought that launched the project that may bring a U.S.
Model 1841 12-pounder howitzer home at last – to Virginia Military
Institute. And the cadet behind the thought and the project is Andrew
Breer ‘08, who became a history major and a man in search of a cannon
after spending last summer working at New Market Battlefield State
Historical Park.
A cannon now situated at Limits Gates on Post, made unique by the
state seal it bears, is the “sister gun” to the one that’s missing, said
Breer. The two 12-pounder cannons left VMI in 1861 with VMI’s four
six-pounder cannons, known as Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The
missing 12-pounder, which bears either the serial number 7 or 9, said
Breer, lies somewhere in the Potomac River, where it was pushed by
Union troops after the battle at Antietam.
Breer learned this first clue from VMI Museum Executive Director
Keith Gibson ’77, who is his faculty contact on the project. “So I said,
‘This is interesting. How did it get in the river?’” In attempting the answer
this question, Breer investigated commanders in charge of the gun from
the time it left VMI in 1861 to the day it disappeared, Sept. 20, 1862.
Breer said the cannon was issued to a Georgia battery around the
time of the Seven Days Battles, and at Antietam was under the command
of Brig. Gen. William N. Pendleton of Lexington. Pendleton’s 44 pieces
of artillery were positioned on high ground on the Virginia – now
West Virginia – side of the Potomac River to cover the retreat of the
Confederate Army after the battle.
“On the 19th [of September] the artillery was engaged with federals.
… The VMI gun … fires all its ammunition … over 130 rounds,”
said Breer. With part of the gun crew and horses lost to casualties, the
decision was made to render the gun unserviceable by “spiking” it. By
the next morning, Union soldiers had crossed the river, sealing the fate
of the gun.
Breer, Byron Faidley ‘07 and Brian Holt ‘08, traveled to that area

Cadets Brian Holt, Andrew Breer, and Bryon Faidley stand next
to sister gun of an artillery piece they hope to find that was last
on the VMI grounds in 1861. – VMI photo by Kevin Remington.
in January. They discovered that a student at Shepherd University
in Shepherdstown, W.Va., had seen a cannon in the river around
1985, identifying the first site Breer and his fellow cadets intend to
investigate.
Breer is working with Maryland authorities to recover the piece.
Before the cannon can be removed, Breer must demonstrate that he has
the funding to find, recover, conserve, and display the cannon; establish
that VMI wants the cannon back; and meet other requirements. Breer
will meet with VMI Superintendent Gen. J.H. Binford Peay III ’62 to begin
this process. Breer hopes the $50,000 to $100,000 he needs will come
with the help of the VMI Alumni Foundation.
Breer hopes to locate the cannon this summer. “The end goal would
be to repatriate the gun to VMI and to have all six guns together for the
first time since Jackson left in April 1861, in front of the Jackson statue,
if I get my way, which in my mind would be very cool.”
Breer, who is also working with an author writing a book for middleschool-age students on the New Market Battle, plans to study one
semester in England. But bringing back the cannon is high on the list
of projects he hopes to complete before leaving VMI.
“I want it back on Post before I graduate,” he said.

Honor Societies Induct Members
During Institute Honors Week, induction ceremonies were held
for Beta Beta Beta, a biology honor society; Pi Delta Phi, Delta Phi
Alpha, Sigma Delta Pi and Phi Sigma Iota, French, German, Spanish
and international honor societies, respectively.
Also inducting new members were Omicron Delta Epsilon,
an economics honor society; Tau Beta Pi, an engineering honor

society; Phi Alpha Theta, a history honor society; Sigma Tau Delta,
and English honor society; Omicron Delta Kappa, a national honor
society recognizing excellence in leadership and academics; Phi Eta
Sigma, an honor society for first-year students; and Phi Kappa Phi,
an all-discipline honor society.
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VMI “Commanders” Jazz Ensemble Travels to France
By Cmdr. Timothy McElhannon
International Programs
the beaches of Normandy and feel
Virginia Military Institute cadets
a greater sense of awe for all those
and three faculty members, led by
who were a part of it”.
Brig. Gen. Charles F. Brower IV,
In Paris the group was hosted by the
visited Normandy and Paris during
Ecole Polytechnique, the alma mater
a Spring Furlough trip to France
of Col. Claudius Crozet, who was
March 11-19. Sixteen VMI cadets,
instrumental in the founding of VMI
all members of “The Commanders”,
and served as the president of the first
the VMI Jazz ensemble, visited the
Board of Visitors. Many interesting
World War II sites of Normandy for
activities took place in Paris,
three days, followed by a four-day
including a concert performance
visit highlighted by two concert
by “The Commanders” at the U.S.
performances in Paris.
Ambassador’s Residence in which
In Normandy, the group
the cadets performed and were
visited Omaha and Utah beaches,
warmly received by Ambassador and
Arromanche, Point du Hoc, St.
Mrs. Craig R. Stapleton and invited
Mere Eglise, La Fiere, Pegasus
Bridge, and the American and Members of the Jazz Band lay a wreath at the American guests.
German cemeteries. At Pegasus Cemetery at Colleville sur Mer. – Photo courtesy of Lt. Cmdr. Tim The following evening the cadets
played a concert at the Ecole
Bridge the group was host at McElhannon.
Polytechnique. This concert was
Café Gondree by Madame Arlette
Gondree who, as a child, was at home in the café with her family when dedicated to the memory of Col. Mike Harris, longtime professor of
British gliders landed and captured Pegasus Bridge, an important modern Languages at VMI and friend of the Ecole Polytechnique who
passed away in September 2004.
strategic line of communication near the city of Caen.
Other events in Paris included listening to a concert at Chapel St.
At the American Cemetery at Colleville sur Mer, located immediately
above Omaha Beach, the VMI cadets laid a wreath at the monument Germain, visiting Versailles, the French Army Museum where Napoleon’s
“Spirit of American Youth” and laid individual bouquets of flowers at Tomb is displayed, and the French National Assembly. On Saturday, the
the graves of five VMI alumni who are buried at the cemetery. The cadets final day of the trip, the cadets visited the Eiffel Tower, Champs Elysees,
presented an honors ceremony in which “Echo Taps” was performed Notre Dame, The Louvre, Musee d’Orsay, and the Left Bank.
“Staying at Ecole Polytechnique was a great opportunity to learn from
with bugles and “Amazing Grace” on the bagpipes during the wreathFrench men and women our own age, and to see how their traditions
laying ceremony.
“Being able to see the actual remains of the war really put everything are both similar and different from ours,” said Cadet Andres Stiles ’08.
into perspective,” said Cadet Laura Hash ’07 after the visit to Normandy. “I know that our cadets and theirs changed many preconceived notions
“I have a much greater respect for the task that was accomplished on about the culture, education, and patriotism of each others’ nations.”

AFROTC Spring FTX 2006
By Maj Ray Marsh’88, Contributor
The Spring FTX, held March 31 to April 4, was the culmination of
this academic year’s leadership training for cadets enrolled in Air Force
ROTC. It provided a capstone leadership experience for first and second
class cadets in the Professional Officer’s Course, and motivational
military training for all cadets involved.
As has been the tradition over the past few years, the FTX kicked off
with a Dining In at Washington and Lee’s Evans Dining Hall on Friday
evening. More than 140 cadets and their guests attended this formal
social event. The distinguished guest speaker at this year’s Dining In
was Maj. Gen. Robert B. Newman’73, adjutant general of Virginia.
On Saturday, more than 100 cadets participated in one of the
mainstay events of the Air Force FTX program – paintball. The VMI
AFROTC Detachment also hosted the first all-Virginia AFROTC Field
Training Preparation competition. More than 120 cadets from VMI, the
University of Virginia, and Virginia Tech combined forces to compete

in a variety of events to better prepare them for this summer’s Field
Training encampments. This event also gave the cadet cadre a chance
to exchange ideas on how to better prepare cadets for Field Training.
Other events held on Saturday included a skeet shooting orientation
and a trip to the Leadership Reaction Course in Bedford, Va. Finally, a
small group of AFROTC cadets attended a special basic survival course
in the local area hosted by VMI’s Naval ROTC detachment.
On Sunday through Tuesday, AFROTC cadets participated in one of
five visits to Air Force bases within a day’s drive of VMI. Each base visit
focused on a particular aspect of the USAF such as flying operations,
support operations or developmental research and engineering.
Rounding out the activities, several cadets also participated in the North
Carolina Civil Air Patrol yearly training exercise.
It was a great weekend for all concerned, and culminated a great year
of training the Air Forces’ future leadership.
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Army Cadets Hone Leadership Skills At Spring FTX
By Major John Wranek, Army ROTC Contributor
For the ninth year in a row, the
203 Grenade Launcher. Cadets
VMI Army ROTC Marshall-New
practiced both day and night land
Market Battalion converged on
navigation, moving cross-country
Fort Pickett, Va., for its annual
with a map and compass. The
Spring Field Training Exercise.
Leadership Reaction Course offered
Participating from the battalion
a series of problems to be solved
were some 300 cadets from VMI,
and obstacles to be conquered, and
Mary Baldwin College/Virginia
tested the abilities of cadet squad
Women’s Institute for Leadership,
leaders and members alike.
Washington and Lee University, and
MSI and MSII cadets were also
Southern Virginia University.
treated to an orientation flight
Spring FTX is the culminating
aboard an Army CH-47 Chinook
annual training event for the
helicopter. Finally, cadet squads
Army ROTC program at VMI. This
faced an entire day of blankexercise provides Army fourth and Capt. Terri Dorn, rappel master, launches two cadets off fire, force-on-force tactical lanes
third class cadets the opportunity to the rappel tower during the Spring FTX. – VMI photo by Kevin training.
progress from the individual basic Remington.
Upper class Army cadets bear
skills they’ve learned throughout
much of the responsibility for
the year to collective military and leadership skills at the small-unit level. running the FTX and serve as leaders at all levels. The second class
For second class cadets, this FTX is the final stage in their preparation cadets rotated through small-unit leadership positions, at the company
for the critical Leader Development and Assessment Course (LDAC), level and below, in both field and garrison environments. In addition,
known as “Warrior Forge,” that they will attend at Fort Lewis, Wash., they received individual assessment and feedback from each of these
this summer.
leadership opportunities
The first class cadets practice planning, coordinating, supervising,
Supporting this year’s event were officers and non-commissioned
and providing meaningful feedback to training at all levels.
officers from the Army Reserve’s 8th Brigade, 80th Division and 224th
Cadets began their days at 4:30 a.m. and trained until 10 at night. Aviation Brigade, as well as the Army National Guard’s116th Infantry
Highlights included qualification with the M-16A2 rifle and live-fire Brigade Combat Team.
familiarization with the M-249 Squad Automatic Weapon and M-

Army Cadets Lead VMI Rifle Team to Best Season Yet
By Captain Todd Pegg ’92 and Cadet Jesse Burnette ’08, Contributors
VMI’s nationally ranked competitive collegiate rifle team finished
its best regular season with a record of 11 and 4 in small-bore, and 8
and 5 in air rifle. Five team records were broken and seven individual
records were set among the team members.
The team consists of 20 cadets from all four classes. Army Cadet
John Nikiforakis ’08 led VMI to a pair of conference victories over
rivals North Carolina State University and the Citadel, and to a school
record score of 2238 in a tri-match held in Raleigh, N.C.
Also, The VMI Rifle team claimed the Expert division championship
air rifle title at the Mid-Atlantic Conference championships, hosted by
the U.S. Coast Guard Academy. Leading the Keydets with a 2252 to 2166
victory over MIT was Nikiforakis (570), followed closely by cadets
Jesse Burnette ’08 (565), James Leenhouts ’09 (559) and Chelsea
Kosecki ’09 (558). This victory marks VMI’s first expert division title,
also setting a new air rifle team record.
For his effort, Nikiforakis was named VMI Athlete of the Week.
Nikiforakis won the individual competition, firing a 572, beating out

NCSU shooters Matt Gifford and Jennifer Marshall.
James Thorp, head coach since 1980, has coached the team to
numerous victories and is instrumental in providing for the logistical
planning that is required to ensure VMI retains a competitive shooting
team.
Thorp instructs his shooters in two areas of competitive shooting.
The first is the small-bore phase. During the small-bore course of
fire, a shooter fires 20 record shots each in the prone, kneeling, and
standing position for a combined total of 60 shoots. The targets are
scored out of 600 points, which translates into 100 points per target.
The small-bore course of fire is conducted with German-made .22
caliber precision target rifles.
The second phase of collegiate shooting is the air-rifle portion. The
course of fire for the air-rifle phase is 60 shots fired from the standing
position only, and the targets are scored in the same manner as the
small-bore portion. The air rifle uses compressed air as its propellant,
firing a .177 caliber pellet.
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Good, Hard Training for Marine FTX
By Capt. Joe Garaux, USMC, Contributor
On April 1, 96 Marine-option cadets
departed for Army National Guard
Maneuver Training Center Fort Pickett
in Blackstone, Va. Upon arrival, the
cadets immediately marched to the
Leaders Reaction Course (LRC) and
began negotiating the obstacles.
Unlike a traditional obstacle course
that requires only athletic agility, the
LRC forced cadets to think on their feet
as the five-member teams negotiated
complex obstacles in 12 to 14 minutes.
This course is an excellent precursor
for Marine Corps Officer Candidates
School in Quantico, Va., where all Marine officer candidates will be
required to conduct the LRC for grade.
Reveille was sounded early Sunday morning so the two platoons could
begin a three-mile hike to the Military Operations of Urban Terrain
(MOUT) facility. There the cadets received periods of instruction taught
by Gunnery Sgt. Michael S. Johnson and Capt. Joe Garaux.
After receiving a two-hour practical application period of instruction,
the cadets were then broken into squads. At this time the squad leaders

issued an order to attack specific
buildings in designated sectors. While
each squad conducted its assault on
the objective, the remaining squads
observed from a five-story building
rooftop. After all squads conducted
their attack a guided discussion with
corrective criticism, or “hot wash,” was
held. Immediately following the MOUT
training the cadets then hiked another
two miles to the rappel tower where
VMI Army ROTC instructors conducted
rappel training. Following a full day of
hiking and training the cadets returned
to the Fort Pickett barracks for religious services followed by the reading
of several Medal of Honor Citations prior to lights out.
On Monday, the last day of formal training, the cadets hiked a total
of 10 miles with gear and rifles. Additionally, thanks to the Army ROTC
department, 70 cadets were able to conduct familiarization firing of the
M-16A2 service rifle. The cohesion and camaraderie among the cadets
was excellent and evident by the enthusiastic energy present during all
training evolutions.

Busy FTX for Navy ROTC Cadets
By Lt. Laura Encke, USN, Contributor
The first and third class midshipmen recently conducted their annual
spring FTX under the guidance and instruction of Reggie Bennett, a
retired Air Force SERE instructor. Bennett is the president of a local
survival school.
The first class midshipmen received instruction on Saturday in all
of the classes and served as assistant instructors for the third class
midshipmen from Sunday until Monday evening. This allowed the first
class to practice their leadership skills and
prepare them for the demands of accepting a
commission in the Navy.
The classes centered on being in a survival
situation and how to use available materials
to build shelters and how to build fires given
limited materials. Bennett demonstrated
building snares to trap animals and discussed
what plants were edible. He also talked about
water and how to find it. The training centered
on priorities of survival and was well received
by all involved.
This was the first year this training was
conducted.Thanks to all involved in the planning and execution and
especially to our superb instructor.
The Navy-option fourth class, second class, and select number of first
class cadets went to Norfolk, Va. At Naval Station Norfolk, Amphibious
Base Little Creek, and Naval Air Station Oceana, the cadets were able to
see a little of what each community in the Navy has to offer.
On Saturday, the cadets toured the USS Vella Gulf (CG 72) a
Ticonderoga-class Aegis Guided Missile Cruiser, the USS Kearsarge

(LHD 3) a Multi-Purpose Amphibious Assault ship, and two Los
Angeles-class fast attack nuclear powered submarines, the USS Boise
(SSN 764) and the USS Newport News (SSN 750). This gave the cadets
a great idea of what the surface and submarine forces are able to
accomplish.
On Sunday, the cadets toured the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN
69), a nuclear powered aircraft carrier. The cadets were shocked to
learn that it takes more than four times the
student enrollment of VMI just to support air
operations at sea. Later on Sunday those cadets
who are NROTC scholarship recipients enjoyed
an intelligence and nuclear power briefing
from Capt. O’Neill, a VMI alumnus.
On Monday the cadets saw three very different
platforms of Naval Aviation. First, they visited
HM-14, a helicopter mine countermeasures
squadron that flies the MH-53E Sea Dragon.
Next, they visited VAW-120, the Fleet
Replacement Squadron that trains aviators in
the E-2C Hawkeye and C-2A Greyhound. Some
of the cadets were lucky enough to fly a simulator of either the MH-53E
or the E-2C. Lastly on Monday, the cadets visited VFA-211, an operational
F/A-18F Super Hornet squadron.
On Tuesday, the cadets received a brief from Capt. Van Hooser, also
a VMI alumnus, who is the commodore of Naval Special Warfare Group
Two. They were also given the opportunity to handle some of the weapons
and gear used by Navy SEALS. After an extremely busy four-day period,
the cadets returned to the Institute.
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New Coaches for Men’s Soccer Team
By Joel Balthaser
Sports Information
Ben Freakley was named the new head coach of the VMI men’s
soccer team on Feb. 21. He joins the staff after spending the past two
seasons as head coach at Erskine College in Due West, S.C., and takes
over a young and talented Keydets team that finished last season at
8-10-1.
Last year, Freakley led the Division II Erskine Flying Fleet to a 9-7-1
record.
He takes over from Stephen Ross,
who served as head coach at VMI for
17 seasons until accepting a position
in Athletic Academic Advising in late
January.
Making the shift from Division II to
Division I is something that should be
rather easy for the new coach. Freakley
is a veteran of Division I soccer after a
solid playing career at Georgia Southern
Ben Freakley
University, and a pair of coaching stints
at Division I schools.
Prior to his position at Erskine, Freakley was an assistant coach at
College of Charleston. His first coaching experience came at his alma
mater, Georgia Southern University, where he spent two seasons as
the assistant men’s soccer coach.
Freakley is a 2000 graduate of Georgia Southern, where he received
a bachelor’s degree in public relations and was a member of the men’s
soccer team. Freakley has a master’s degree in sport management,
also from Georgia Southern.
Henry Ellis, who worked with Freakley in various summer camps
in recent years, joined the staff in March as the assistant coach for the
men’s soccer team.
Ellis comes to the Institute after serving a two-year stint at Tennessee
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Tech, a Division I program where he was assistant coach for the Golden
Eagle women’s soccer program. At TTU, Ellis used his goalkeeping
experience in collegiate and professional soccer to teach the young
keepers the skills of the position.
Prior to his position at TTU, Ellis worked at the College of Charleston
as an assistant coach and goalkeeper coach for the Cougars in 2003. He
helped lead the team to a school-best third
place finish in the Southern Conference.
Furthermore, the team’s goalkeepers
posted a season record for shutouts in a
season.
Henry was also an assistant coach at
Division III Albright College in Reading,
Penn., and served as an assistant coach
at his alma mater, The Citadel, from
1999-2001. He was an instructor for the
Citadel Soccer Academy in Charleston,
Henry Ellis
S.C., helped organized training session and
coaching plans for the Elite Goalkeeper
Academy, and oversaw the operations of the Micro Soccer Academy.
And while Ellis brings to VMI an extensive coaching career, his
experience as a player at the collegiate and professional level is equally
impressive.
Ellis played for four years at The Citadel, where he was team captain
for his senior season. In 1999, he graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in kinesiology.
At the professional level, Ellis has served stints with D.C. United of
Major League Soccer, followed by a tour with the Charleston Battery
of the USL A-League from 1999 to 2001. He was also a member of the
Reading Rage of the USL D3 League in 2002, and of the 2003 USL Pro
Select League national championship Wilmington Hammerhead team.
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