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VMI Announces New Superintendent
VMI has named General (Ret.) J.H. Binford Peay, III its new Superintendent. Peay, currently
the Chairman of the Board, President and CEO of Allied Research Corporation in Vienna, Va.,
is a 1962 graduate of VMI. He will begin his new duties as the Institute’s 14th Superintendent in
June 2003.
Before joining Allied Research Corporation, Peay was a career U.S. Army officer who attained the rank of four-star general. His last two assignments were Vice Chief of Staff for the
U.S. Army and Commander-in-Chief, United States Central Command. He directed strategic
and operational matters in the Persian Gulf, Africa, South Asia and the Middle East.
As Commanding General of the 101st Airborne Division, Peay commanded the division during operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. The general, a Vietnam combat veteran, has
won numerous military awards and decorations including the Defense Distinguished Service
Medal, the Army Distinguished Service Medal, the Silver Star and the Purple Heart.
Samuel B. Witt, III, president of the VMI Board of Visitors, said the search process was
extremely thorough and gratifying.

VMI’s New Superintendent – General (Ret.) J.H. Binford Peay, III ’62

Gen. Peay and Samuel B. Witt, III ’58, president of the VMI Board of Visitors at the
Lexington News Conference which was held in the George C. Marshall Museum.

“At the beginning of our search last year, we said we would seek a person of high intellectual distinction with a demonstrated devotion to excellence in education, with proven qualities
of leadership, a capacity to guide VMI, and a dedication to the ideals and core values so prized
and vital in this community,” said Witt. “With General Peay as our new Superintendent, we
have reached those goals.”
Peay takes over the top leadership position at VMI from Lt. Gen. Josiah Bunting who has
served as Superintendent since 1995. Bunting will retire next month. Brig. Gen. Robert Green,
VMI’s Deputy Superintendent for Finance and Administration, will serve as Acting Superintendent until Peay’s arrival in the summer.
“I look forward to serving VMI in its broadest sense,” said Peay. “My father, my two sons and
I all graduated from VMI and I feel very strongly about the Institute’s contribution to Virginia
and the nation.”
Continued on page 2

VMI Cadet Named 2003 Rhodes Scholar
excellence, and ranks 2 nd in his biology major. He was
VMI Cadet Michael Lokale ’03 has been named a 2003
awarded VMI’s Fred Swope Scholarship last spring, which
Rhodes Scholar by the Kenyan Rhodes Trust. Lokale is a biolhelped fund his research on human physiology, investigating
ogy major from Eldoret, Kenya, East Africa — one of only two
how stress affects the performance of athletes.
Kenyans selected from a pool of more than 250 applicants for
The 2002-03 cross-country captain, Lokale is a star athlete
the prestigious award. The scholarship will allow him to purin addition to his outstanding academic performance. In his
sue graduate work in a college of the University of Oxford next
first year on the VMI track and cross-country team, he was a
fall.
member of the Southern Conference’s All-Conference mile
The oldest of international fellowships, the Scholarship was
relay team. He was a two-time conference champion in the
created in 1902 by the will of British philanthropist Cecil
400m and 800m races, named three times to the Southern
Rhodes. Over time, the number of jurisdictions permitted to
Conference Academic Honor Roll, and declared a four-time
name scholars has extended to 19 jurisdictions worldwide,
All-Conference performer. He was a member of the 2001
including Kenya. The United States has the largest number of
and 2002 Verizon District III Academic All-American Squad©
any nation, naming thirty-two scholars each year.
for spring sports, and recipient of VMI Keydet Club’s 2002
Rhodes Scholars are selected for high academic achieveThree-Legged Stool Award, which is given to the one cadet
ment, integrity of character, a spirit of unselfishness, respect
scholarship athlete who excels in athletics, achieves the highfor others, the potential for leadership, and physical vigor —
est academic standing, and attains the highest rank in the
characteristics in common with the qualities VMI seeks to culCorps, which Lokale holds now.
tivate in all cadets as “citizen soldiers.”
In his last year at VMI, Lokale was named Regimental S-6
Candidates are nominated and reviewed through a series of
Cadet Captain, put in charge of athletic activities and training
selection committees, seeking a particular blend of character
for new cadets, and watching over the well being of NCAA
and intellect that “promises potential over a lifetime,” the seathletes. He oversees fitness of the cadet Corps by administerlection directed at fulfilling Rhodes’s hopes that Rhodes
ing a Corps run twice a semester, “not a very popular event,”
Scholars would make an effective and positive contribution
he admits, “a taxing job,” which is why he has a staff of ten
throughout the world. As he wrote, they should “esteem the
performance of public duties as their highest aim.”
The 2002-03 cross-country captain, Lokale is a star athlete cadet assistants.
Lokale is VMI’s 10th Rhodes recipient, in company with felIn his essay to the selection committee, Lokale points to an in addition to his outstanding academic performance.
low Rhodes Scholar, Lieutenant General Josiah Bunting, III,
“energy and enthusiasm for higher education” as essential to
his academic success. At the conclusion of his first year at VMI, he was inducted to Phi Eta ’63, VMI’s 13th Superintendent, who cited Lokale’s “Rhodes potential” early in his cadetship.
Sigma, the freshman honor society that recognizes students for early academic success. He’s “He’s mentioned it over the last three years,” Lokale says. Reflecting on his tenure at VMI as he
been on the Dean’s List every semester, earning the “academic stars” worn only by cadets who will soon retire, upon learning of Lokale’s selection, Bunting said, “Michael is the outstanding
maintain a GPA above 3.5. Of the 276 cadets in his class Lokales GPA ranks 15th. Last year, he VMI cadet of my time here. He has a first class character, a first class mind, and a first class
was selected for induction into VMIs chapter of Phi Kappa Phi, an academic honor society that temperament.”
The Rhodes pays all educational costs.
recognizes the top 7 percent of upperclassmen at colleges across the nation.
Lokale is a three-time recipient of the biology department’s Carroll Award for academic
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What People Are Saying About Gen. Peay...
“As America faces an evermore complex, threatening world, the traditional values which are
the support structure for America must be firmly instilled in the coming generation. Building
on the advancements of Gen. Bunting, Gen. Peay, a proven soldier whose career the Senate
has followed and admired, can prepare and lead future generations to defend our nation.”
John Warner, United States Senate
“It is a pleasure to welcome General Peay home to Virginia and to VMI. He brings uncommonly strong credentials built on his experience as a student at VMI, as a great military leader,
and as a business leader. VMI itself is one of Virginia’s, and the nation’s, treasures. The Institute’s
Board of Visitors has, once again, acquitted itself well in identifying and attracting General
Peay to join the long line of distinguished citizen soldiers who have served as VMI’s Superintendent.”
John T. Casteen, III, President of the University of Virginia
“Binnie was a valued leader on VMI’s successful football teams in the late 1950s and early
1960s. He was an extremely popular cadet. His great military career, in which he achieved allstar rank, was not surprising to his coaches or his teammates. I applaud his choice as
Superintendent since he is in the same mold as the other leaders who have so richly contributed to the Institute’s growth and traditions.”
John McKenna, VMI Head Football Coach, 1953-1965
“I am delighted with the appointment of General Binford Peay (U.S. Army Retired) to the
responsibilities of Superintendent. Throughout a long and illustrious career in the Army,
General Peay distinguished himself in peace and in war – leading America’s soldiers with
valor, distinction and a sense of imagination that ranged far beyond the limits of the profession. His unique leadership style, coupled with his uncompromising integrity and leadership
development skills, will bring to VMI a sense of purpose and vision that will guide this honorable institution into a new era of excellence and service. I applaud the selection committee
for its wisdom and foresight, and I look forward with unmitigated enthusiasm to watching
VMI, and its cadets, prosper and grow under the leadership of General Peay.”
Carl E. Vuono, General, United States Army (Retired)

Gen. Binford Peay ’62 and Delegates L. Scott Lingamfelter VMI ’73 (left) and William R.
Janis VMI ’84 at the State Capitol in Richmond, Virginia.

lence of character. General Peay, who has valiantly served his flag and country with vigilance in
a distinguished military career, and more recently as a successful international businessman,
is a gentleman of the highest and rarest talents who will enthusiastically lead this college to
greater heights.”
James M. Morgan, Jr., Dean of the Faculty Emeritus

“General Peay is the most accomplished and honored VMI soldier of his generation: an American patriot, an inspirational leader, a military administrator of great gifts. This is an extraordinary
“General Peay is a superb choice for VMI. He is a brilliant leader, proud graduate, and excel- appointment in which all VMI men and women rejoice. We welcome Binnie and Pam back to
lent role model. I know the Institute and its cadets will benefit greatly from his leadership, VMI with great delight.”
Josiah Bunting, III, Major General, Superintendent of VMI
personal character, and intelligence. I certainly have.”
Anthony Zinni, General, United States Marines (Retired)
“Generations of VMI faithful stand as one in celebration of the selection of General J.H. Binford
th
“Reflecting on a day to day association with VMI over a period of more than 60 years, and Peay, III, as the 14 Superintendent of the Virginia Military Institute. We, who cherish the
having known and taught thousands of cadets, I can recall no graduate who is more qualified virtues of honor, integrity, and patriotism, will be by his side as he forges the next generation of
to become our 14th Superintendent than General J. H. B. Peay, III. He was a discerning young leaders whose lives will be guided by these same virtues. We have no finer leader, no more
man of integrity, honor, and determination, and outstanding cadet leader, a talented and en- fitting role model, or greater servant of the Nation, and now our Institute, than General Binnie
thusiastic student, an able and recognized athlete, and the recipient of the Society of the Peay.”
John P. Jumper, General, Chief of Staff, United States Air Force
Cincinnati Medal, the Institute’s distinguished recognition for efficiency of service and excel-

Melton Receives
Distinguished Service Award
Forty Cadets Elected to
Who’s Who Among American
Universities and Colleges
The 2003 edition of Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges will
include the names of 40 VMI cadets who have been selected as national outstanding campus
leaders. These cadets were included based upon their academic achievement, service to the
community, leadership in extracurricular activities and potential for continued success.
Thirteen of the first classmen are from Virginia: Brian Keith Andrew, Richmond; Thomas
Vann Baldwin, Washington; Adam Nathaniel Britt, Mechanicsville; Derek Jermaine Brown,
Disputanta; Stuart Ross Chambers, Burke; Charles Robison Cowherd, Culpeper; Alia Ismail
Hamad, Alexandria; Andrew Winfield Marsh, Port Republic ; James Allen Maxey, Roanoke;
Joshua Philip Middleton, Newbern; Seth Gunar Ostlund, Singers Glen; Karen Marie Wheeler,
Buckingham; and Alicia Maxine Williams, Woodbridge.
Also chosen were: Clint Wesley Alanis, The Woodlands, Texas; Zachary Thomas Batte, Idaho
Falls, Idaho; Andrew Christian Biesterveld, Bristolville, Ohio; William Forrest Blanton, Salisbury,
N.C.; Mark Andrew Carr, Bloomington, Minn.; Peter Min Choi, Northbrook, Ill.; William Francis
Diaz, Hendersonville, Tenn.; Jorday Eugene Fox, Omaha, Neb.; Mihaela Guberovic, Nova
Gradiska, Croatia; Kyle Dennis Haire, Bakersfield, Calif.; Peter George Hugger, Millers Creek,
N.C.; Ruth Jin Jun, San Pedro, Calif.; Matthew William Kluk, Gaithersburg, Md.; Patrick Vincent
B. Lavoie, Reading, Mass.; Michael Napese Lokale, Eldoret, Kenya, E. Africa; Christopher Nelson
MacDonald, Stirling, N.J.; Daniel Mark McNair, Cordova, Tenn.; Christopher William Mision,
Howell, N.J.; Pierre Stephane Lankeu Ngankeu, Yaounde, Cameroon ; Curtis Bradley Nieboer,
West Olive, Mich.; Slobodan Stipic, Subotica, Yugoslavia; Galen Weston Swank, Houston, Texas;
Scott Anthony Trask, Glendora, Calif.; Brandon Hal Turner, Newton, N.C.; Christopher Charles
Walsh, Lima, Ohio; Nicolette LaVee Weaver, Cocoa, Fla.; and Erik Thomas Wilkerson, Terre
Haute, Ind.
These cadets join an elite group of students from more than 2,300 institutions of higher
learning in all 50 states, the District of Columbia and several foreign nations.

T. Carter Melton, Jr. ’67, member of VMI’s Board of Visitors, was selected by the Virginia
Hospital Health & Healthcare Association to receive its 2002 Distinguished Service Award.
The award is given annually to one past or present hospital CEO who has had a long record
of performing outstanding, valuable, or unique services to the hospital community. The individual must also have made exemplary contributions to the hospital community through
leadership, management, education, research or service.
Melton has served with the Rockingham Memorial Hospital in Harrisonburg, Virginia, since
1974. He quickly rose to the position of administrator and chief executive officer of Rockingham
Memorial in 1978 and is currently president of the hospital, the Hospital Foundation,
Rockingham Health Care, and the Valley Wellness Center.
A native of Salem, Virginia, Melton graduated from VMI with a B.A. in history. He then served
on active duty as an officer in the United States Air Force from 1967 to 1972. Following his
discharge, he earned the Masters in hospital administration from the Medical College of Virginia. He performed a residency with the Hanover Memorial Hospital in Wilmington, North
Carolina, before joining the staff at Rockingham Memorial.
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Reveille: A Call to Excel Reaches
Initial Goal of $175 Million
Campaign Chairman Promises Continued Effort
On November 11, at the VMI Foundation’s annual Institute Society Dinner, Mr. George G. Phillips, Jr., chairman of Reveille: A Call to Excel, announced that this comprehensive capital
campaign had reached its initial goal of $175 million in gifts and commitments.
This announcement represents a remarkable attainment in that Reveille has reached its initial goal more than two and a half years ahead of its scheduled completion date of June 30, 2005
and done so in a time of no little economic and international uncertainty.
In his speech, Mr. Phillips recognized VMI’s retiring Superintendent, Lieutenant General Josiah Bunting III ’63, for his leadership in the campaign, saying, “One of the contributions that
General Bunting made to the Institute has been his steadfast devotion to the Reveille campaign. He was present at the creation, helping set the campaign’s priorities and goals and articulating
why they were important to the Institute’s future development. Since the campaign’s beginning, he has been an energetic leader. He has traveled extensively on behalf of Reveille, meeting with
donors wherever and whenever asked.”
Mr. Phillips, however, cautioned the cheering audience that, while Reveille already has enjoyed enormous success, the work of the campaign was by no means over. “VMI’s needs must be
met, its progress must be maintained, and we must continue to strive for self-sufficiency in light of dwindling state aid. Therefore, this effort will continue until its scheduled finish at the end
of June 2005.”
Reveille: A Call to Excel is a multi-year effort to raise the private support needed to improve every aspect of the extraordinary undergraduate education offered by VMI, the nation’s oldest
state-supported military college.

VMI Showcased on Good Morning America
Live Broadcast November 11
The November 11 broadcast of ABC’s morning news program, “Good Morning America” was live from Lexington,
starting at 7 a.m. from VMI. Throughout the broadcast’s first
hour, VMI was both the focus and the backdrop of the program, with anchors Diane Sawyer and Charlie Gibson
interviewing numerous cadets both in barracks and in Crozet
Hall.
The Lexington broadcast of Good Morning America began a
special weeklong Southern swing as ABC NEWS continues “One
Nation, One Year,” a 50-states tour across America.
The public was invited and gathered along the east, west,
and south sides of the Parade Ground, braving persistent rain.
They formed a backdrop of spectators that was seen live on
the morning show.
Following the 7 a.m. broadcast from VMI, Good Morning
America continued in downtown Lexington with a Veterans
Day Parade including the VMI Regimental Band and Color
Guard, and closed from Washington & Lee University.
Now in its 26th year, “GMA” continues to be seen by millions of Americans who wake up to the show for news,
information, interviews and weather. The program covers important issues with news figures around the world and presents
timely, pertinent information concerning a wide spectrum of
topics, including medicine, finance, consumer issues, computer technology, science, health and fitness, the environment,
entertainment, education and gardening.
Good Morning America airs weekdays from 7 a.m. to 9 a.m.
on the Lynchburg ABC affiliate WSET-TV 13.

The broadcast opened in the midst of BRC formation & reveille at 7 a.m.

Cadet Jim White ’05 shows off the inside of his hat to Charlie & Diane.
The GMA hosts were fascinated by the collections of photos and other artifacts cadets keep inside their headgear.

Diane and Charlie in Crozet Hall.
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Brig. Gen. Alan F. Farrell
to Speak at December Graduation
Brigadier General Alan F. Farrell, professor of french, will
speak to graduates at December Commencement
exercises. Commencement will be held in VMI’s Jackson
Memorial Hall on December 20 at 2 p.m.

Latest Book by Spencer C.
Tucker Now Available

Ostlund Receives Jackson
Undergraduate Research
Award in Chemistry
The VMI Chemistry Department is pleased to announce that the 2002 Larry L. Jackson ’62
Undergraduate Research Award in Chemistry was presented to Cadet Seth G. Ostlund at the
annual banquet of the VMI Research Laboratories (October 18, 2002). The award consists of
a certificate and monetary prize ($1250), and is meant “to encourage meaningful research in
chemistry by upperclass cadets majoring in chemistry.”
Larry L. Jackson was a distinguished academic and military graduate of VMI, receiving a
Ph.D. in analytical chemistry from Ohio State University (’67). After military service, he spent
most of his professional career with Dow Chemical eventually retiring as manager of health,
environment and regulatory affairs. He served many years on the VMI Research Laboratories
Board of Directors, several of which were as chairman, before his death in 1998. The Larry L.
Jackson ’62 Memorial Fund was then established by his family, in particular his widow Lindy
Jackson.
Seth Ostlund is from Singers Glen, Va., and is a 1st classman majoring in chemistry. He is an
Institute Scholar as well as the captain of this year’s track team (pole vault, javellin throw). He
had spent two summers working on a project investigating improved methods for cobalt analysis
in aqueous solution under the direction of Col. Dan Pharr, professor of chemistry, and has
spent one summer and the current academic year researching the oxidation-reduction chemistry
of silver in glass under the supervision of Col. Henry Schreiber. He plans to attend graduate
school in chemistry next year.

VMI Professor Examines Life of Often Overlooked Civil War General
Brigadier General John D. Imboden - Confederate Commander in the Shenandoah, the
latest book by Col. Spencer C. Tucker, John Biggs Professor of Military History at VMI, is now
available from The University Press of Kentucky.
John D. Imboden is an important but often overlooked figure in Civil War history. With only
limited militia training, the Virginia lawyer and politician rose to the rank of brigadier general
in the Confederate Army and commanded the Shenandoah Valley District, which had been
created for Stonewall Jackson.
Col. Tucker fully examines the life of this Confederate cavalry commander, including analysis of Imboden’s own post-war writing, and explores overlooked facets of his life, such as his
involvement in the Confederate prison system, his later efforts to restore the economic life of
his home state of Virginia by developing its natural resources, and his founding of the city of
Damascus, which he hoped to make into a new iron and steel center.
Imboden organized and led the Staunton Artillery in the capture of the U.S. arsenal at Harper’s
Ferry. He participated in the First Battle of Bull Run/Manassas and organized a cavalry command that fought alongside Stonewall Jackson in his Shenandoah Valley Campaign. The Jones/
Imboden Raid into West Virginia cut the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and ravaged the Kanawha
Valley petroleum fields. Imboden covered the Confederate withdrawal from Gettysburg and
later led cavalry accompanying Jubal Early in his operations against Philip Sheridan in Sheridan’s
Shenandoah Valley Campaign. Imboden completed his war service in command of Confederate prisons in Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi.
Col. Tucker is the author of Vietnam and the author or editor of numerous other books on
military and naval history.

Two “Emerson” Essays by
Thompson Published
Major Roger Thompson, assistant professor of English, has just published two essays that
concern Ralph Waldo Emerson, the major figure in the American Renaissance and one of
Major Thompson’s primary research interests.
The first of these, “Ralph Waldo Emerson and the American
Kairos,” appears in an edited collection entitled Rhetoric and
Kairos: Essays in History, Theory, and Praxis (SUNY Press,
2002). The second, entitled “‘Fate,’ September 11, and an
Ethical Hermeneutic,” appears in Duke University’s new journal Pedagogy (2.3, 2002) and concerns Major Thompson’s
experience teaching Emerson’s essay “Fate” in an American
literature class at VMI on September 12, 2001.
Recognizing his commitment to Emerson studies, Major Thompson was recently named to the Emerson Society’s Board
of Directors.

Koeniger Essay on Jackson
to be Published in Spring
In March, a chapter by Colonel A. Cash Koeniger, professor of history, will appear in The
1862 Shenandoah Valley Campaign, a book of essays by various Civil War scholars edited by
Gary W. Gallagher and scheduled to be published by the University of North Carolina Press.
The essay, “‘Prejudices and Partialities’: The Garnett Controversy Revisited,” will examine a
long-running dispute between Stonewall Jackson and one of his brigade commanders, General Richard Brooke Garnett. It will use the Garnett episode as a lens through which to examine
larger questions about Jackson’s command style and propensity to engage in quarrels with
other officers.

VMI Band and Pipe Band
in the News
With an influx of sixty Rats, the VMI Regimental Band together with Pipes and Drums has
become the largest company at VMI. Led by company commander Colin McElroy and Drum
Major Jason Boatright, the one hundred, forty-two musicians make this largest band the Institute has had in over fifteen years. Colonel John Brodie, band director, is also pleased to have
a new assistant in the form of Captain Burt Mitchell, who serves as the pipe band instructor
and assistant band director.
The Regimental Band’s activities started early this fall as most of Band Company’s upperclassmen returned during Cadre Week for several days of intensive practice, during which
they brushed up on their playing and marching skills and worked to integrate the Rats into the
Band as quickly as possible. Beginning with an appearance in Buena Vista’s Labor Day Parade,
the Band to date has performed over fifty-one times this semester. Most recently, interested
cadets attended clinic held by Gunnery Sgt. Mark Miller USMC, the Drum Major of the United
States Marine Band. Highlights include trips to Williamsburg and Charlotte, North Carolina,
Richmond, and Washington, DC.
The VMI Pipe Band is a relatively new addition to the VMI scene, getting its start in the spring
of 1996. Spawned from the mind of Cadet Donny Hasseltine and supported by the Superintendent, the Pipe Band slowly became a reality in the fall of 1996 and a regular part of Friday
parades. In the following years the Pipe Band has performed in hundreds of performances:
the Attorney General’s Inaugural Ball, the Mardi Gras parade in New Orleans, the Pentagon,
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and Disney World in Orlando, Florida. This semester they have
performed at the Scottish Games in Williamsburg, Staunton, Charlotte, N.C. and Richmond.
Band Company recently marched in the annual annual Richmond Christmas Parade. In
March, the Band and Pipe Band will lead the New York St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
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Davis Featured on With
Good Reason Radio Show

Schneiter and Sharpe
Represent VMI at Conference

Lt. Col. Dale Davis ’82, lecturer in Arabic and director of international programs for VMI,
was one of the guests on With Good Reason the week of November 16-22, 2002.
With Good Reason is presented by the Virginia Higher Education Broadcast Consortium
and the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities. The only statewide public radio program in
Virginia, With Good Reason is an eclectic blend of timely and engaging features and interviews designed to appeal to general audiences. Each week, guided by host Sarah McConnell,
scholars from Virginia’s public universities and colleges explore the worlds of literature, science, the arts, politics, history, and business. The latest in research, pressing social issues,
and the curious and whimsical provide the grist for lively discussion in these half-hour shows.
The show was entitled, “The Roots of Islamic Terrorism.”
Lt. Col. Dale Davis is a former Marine Corps intelligence officer and a current scholar of the
Arabic language. He frequently travels to the Middle East to build cultural relations with Islamic nations.

Colonel R. Wane Schneiter and Cadet Matthew D. Sharpe ’04 traveled to Salt Lake City, Utah,
to represent VMI at the 37th annual National Collegiate Honors Council Conference (NCHC).
Colonel Schneiter is a professor of civil and environmental engineering and holder of the
Benjamin H. Powell, Jr., ’36 Institute Professorship in Engineering. Cadet Sharpe is a computer science major from Chesterfield, Virginia.
Together, Colonel Schneiter and Cadet Sharpe reviewed an extensive poster session summarizing honors student research projects and discussed the projects with a number of the
presenters. Cadet Sharpe participated in a “Students in Honors” workshop that was organized
by the NCHC Student Concerns Committee. Colonel Schneiter, a member of VMI’s Institute
Honors Review Committee, attended sessions relevant to honors program development and
teaching.
Significantly, the two of them also collaborated in presenting an interactive “book talk” as
one of the conference’s featured sessions. Their presentation, “The Skeptical Environmentalist and Environmentalism,” grew out of work in Colonel Schneiter’s Institute Honors course,
“Environmental Myth, Ethics, and Justice,” offered first last spring and again next semester.
Theirs was one of few presentations, other than poster sessions, that involved a student as a
presenter.

VMI Museum Programs
Receives Accreditation
VMI’s Museum Programs has received initial accreditation from the Accreditation Commission of the American Association of Museums, awarding initial accreditation to the VMI Museum
and continuing the accredited status of the Hall of Valor and New Market Battlefield State
Historical Park.
The achievement of accreditation is recognition of a museum’s commitment to excellence
and high professional standards of operation.

Cadets Make Presentations
at Research Conference
Colonel Jim Turner ’65, VMI’s Director of Undergraduate Research, reports that the Institute was well represented at the 2002 Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference of Undergraduate
Scholarship (MARCUS) at Sweetbriar College, Saturday, October 12. The conference featured
the work of eighty undergraduates from eighteen colleges in Virginia, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania.
The cadet presenters, the titles of their projects, and the names of their faculty mentors are
as follows:
Biology
Al Maxey ’03 – “Identification of a Caspase as a Potential Contributor to Nuclear Degeneration
during Autogamy in Paramecium.” Advisor – Major Wade Bell, assistant professor of biology.

Maxey Recognized by
American Society for
Microbiology
Cadet Allen Maxey ’03 was recognized at the American Society for Microbiology/Virginia
Branch annual meeting at Old Dominion University for “Best Undergraduate Poster
Presentation.” Cadet Maxey’s poster was entitled “Identification of a Caspace as a Potential
Contributor to Nuclear Degeneration during Autogamy in Paramecium.”
In addition, Cadet Mariah Green’s ’04 poster finished just out of the running for an award,
but her work drew significant attention and compliments from many of the attendees.
The cadets’ adviser, Major Wade Bell, reports: “My impressions of the event were that we
are doing an excellent job compared to our peer institutions. Many students presented unfocused
work and were not well prepared.
Major Bell was elected as the Councilor for the ASM/Virginia Branch, making him the official
liaison between the national ASM and our state organization.

Article Co-written by
Schreiber Published

The September 2002 issue of the Journal of Physical Chemistry contains an article that ColoMariah Green ’03 – “Live Cell Imaging of Calcium during the Chemoactrantant Off-Response nel Henry Schreiber, professor and head of chemistry, wrote with researchers at Florida State
University. Entitled “Spectroscopy of Amorphous and Crystalline Titania-Silica Materials,” the
In Paramecium.”Advisor – Major Wade Bell, assistant professor of biology.
paper reports on collaborative work between the two institutions in materials chemistry that
Brian Park ’05 – “High Intensity Retinal Light Damage in Developing Zebrafish.” Advisor – promises to contribute to the development of a key component for infrared-light lasers.
Colonel Jim Turner ’65.
Yang-Hsi Tsai ’05 – “The Antioxidant Potential of Selected Chinese Medicinal Herbs.” Advisor
– Colonel Jim Turner ’65.
Chemistry

Col Dan Barr Makes
Presentations

Col. Dan. Barr, professor of electrical and computer engineering, made two presentations
Daniel Clark ’03 – “Chemistry of ‘Exploding Ants’ Camponotus SPP. (Saundersei Group).” at Sandia National Laboratories in May 2002.
Advisor – Colonel Tappey Jones ’70, professor of chemistry.
The first presentation was entitled, “Automated Research Reports” and detailed a method of
automating report writing using computer software in conjunction with internet databases.
Electrical and Computer Engineering
The second presentation summarized worldwide efforts in radiation-hardened integrated
circuits having military applications.
Joseph Wunder ’03 and Brian Holt ’03 – “Laser Communications Demonstration for Western
In July 2002, Col. Barr served as the acting chief of the Military Technologies Division at the
Museum of Science.” Advisor – Major Jim Squire, assistant professor of electrical and comNational Ground Intelligence Center where he managed sciputer engineering.
entists, engineers, and soldiers with expertise in a host of
technologies having military applications. Also in July he atHistory
tended a four day computer simulation and modeling course
Clint Alanis ’03 – “A Return to the Cross: The Trial of The Knights Templar.” Advisor – Colonel offered by Mathworks in Washington, D.C.
In August attended a one week business financial manageRose Mary Sheldon, professor of history.
ment course about the Department of Defense resource
allocation process as governed by the federal planning, proPsychology
gramming and budgeting system. Also in August, Col. Barr
Aric Gereke ’03 – “Evaluation of the Correlation between EEG Theta/Beta Measurements, visited the Missile and Space Intelligence Center in Huntsville,
Attention Tests, and Creativity as Defined by the Torrance Test of Creative Thinking” Advisors – Ala. for research purposes.
To end the summer he visited Sandia National Laboratories
Captain Bill Hughes, professor and head of psychology/philosophy, and Major Lenna Ojure,
learning disabilities coordinator, Miller Learning Center.
a second time to initiate a microelectronics project.
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VMI and W&L Partner to Land National Research Conference
VMI and Washington and Lee University have been selected to host the 2005 National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR), the only annual event for students at hundreds
of colleges nationwide to present research from a broad liberal arts curricula, politics to
physics, literature to fine arts.
NCUR’s announcement that VMI and W&L won the competition for the conference March
17-19, 2005, brings to fruition nearly two years of work by the schools to forge a publicprivate partnership that would secure a major academic conference for Virginia.
The VMI-W&L partnership is a model for other public and private colleges to work together
in furthering opportunities for students and faculty. NCUR cited the partnership in selecting
Lexington – the smallest community ever chosen by NCUR in contrast to its usual choice of
major cities – to host the three-day event, which draws about 2,500 students and academics
from across the country each year.
“This particular venture makes eminent sense,” said VMI Dean of Faculty, Brigadier General
Casey Brower, noting the merits as cited in the NCUR 2005 proposal. “Our combined facilities
are superb; our joint commitment to this endeavor is unflagging, as is our belief that a Lexington conference will set a new standard of excellence for the NCUR in the future.”
Neighbors for almost two centuries, such collaboration by the two schools is unprecedented,
called “…a watershed event in the history of VMI and W&L” by Tom Williams, W&L physics
professor and acting dean of the College.
The conference elevates undergraduate research at both institutions to a national level and
brings awareness to the depth and breadth of the academic programs. “This is a splendid
opportunity for VMI and W&L to further our common conviction that creative student work, by
students in all disciplines, is an integral part of the best possible undergraduate education”
Williams said.
The 2005 conference in Lexington, entitled Inquiry, Discovery, Creativity and Scholarship: A Celebration of Undergraduate Research, will draw on the success of both VMI and
W&L in promoting and funding advanced scholarly work by students in mentorship with professors, such combined experiences especially valuable since both institutions focus on
undergraduate education.
VMI’s long tradition of emphasizing faculty mentorship with cadets in research was formalized by the Undergraduate Research Initiative (URI), which integrates cadet scholarly inquiry
across the curriculum and throughout the cadets’ four years.
Funded Spring 2002, the URI initiative made a significant impact right away by underwriting
the first research symposium last April, followed by the first summer research institute (SURI),
and established 16 new research fellowships, now numbering almost 50.
In addition, URI sponsored a summer exchange program in Havana, where international
studies major Dennis Lawrence ’04 examined the effects of the U.S. trade embargo on Cubans’
daily lives, and it also ensured funds for engineering major Matthew Sharpe ’04 to participate
with other selected top students whose research was showcased at a national conference.
VMI has committed $1.5 million in private funds to further these efforts over the next six
years. The URI is overseen by Col. James Turner, Ph.D., Director of VMI Undergraduate Re-

search and professor of chemistry and biology. Information about the URI is available at the
VMI website http://academics.vmi.edu/uri/.
The nation’s ninth-oldest college, Washington and Lee University has long promoted undergraduate research through a variety of means, including its senior thesis and summer student
grants programs, which provide over 50 W&L undergraduates each summer with stipends to
collaborate with faculty in research.
Outstanding student research at W&L includes recent graduate Karly Shallow’s analysis of
the cultural and demographic effects on status consumer consumption. Through her work
with Professor Robert Straughan, Shallow was invited to present her economic research findings in June at an international conference of higher education and business leaders in Spain.
To win the 2005 NCUR conference —the first to be held in Virginia—VMI and W&L launched
a joint committee of faculty and administrators chaired by Col. Turner to develop the partnership. Col. Turner and Deans Brower and Williams presented the VMI-W&L proposal to the
NCUR Board of Governors in September 2002.
By combining resources, they submitted, VMI and W&L offers numerous classrooms, lecture halls and public facilities needed to host the 2000-some presentations, talks and large
poster sessions that will be featured at the March 2005 event.
VMI and W&L students will help plan the conference, serve as host guides, assist guest
speakers and participate in research presentations - including their own. A website for NCUR
2005 will be developed by a team of VMI and W&L students.
Together, the two institutions will coordinate meals for conference participants, as well as
provide musical entertainment and tours of the area. Lexington’s guest housing and 20 area
hotels, with two more to be completed before 2005, were determined to be fully adequate to
handle the conference.
The two schools are working closely with the City of Lexington, the Chamber of Commerce
and the Rockbridge Area Tourism office to coordinate other conference efforts.
The current emphasis on undergraduate research began about 20 years ago, primarily among
the best of the country’s small colleges. As the trend extended to colleges and universities of all
sizes, the National Conference on Undergraduate Research was launched in 1987 at UNCAsheville, host site for three NCURs. Bringing NCUR 2005 to VMI and W&L will represent the
historical roots and continuing strength of research at small undergraduate colleges.
The next NCUR will be held in Salt Lake City in 2003, the 2004 conference in Indianapolis.
For more Information on National Conference of Undergraduate Research and conferences,
visit http://www.ncur.org/
VMI was first among public institutions in the rankings of America’s “Best Liberal ArtsBachelor’s” colleges for the second consecutive year by U.S. News and World Report. Its
undergraduate degree program in civil engineering ranked 8th among public and privates
without a doctorate program.
W&L ranked 15th among all liberal arts colleges and its School of Law 18th in the country.
Both schools are listed as ‘best values,’ two of only four Virginia schools included among
the rankings of “Great schools at great prices” in the most recent U.S. News report.

Events for Jan. 1 2003 – Jan. 31 2003
Academic
Jan. 13 -- 3 p.m. ----- Meeting - Cadets returning from Study Abroad
Jan. 15 -- 7 p.m. ----- Study Abroad Information Session
Jan. 15 -- 4:15 p.m. - Department Heads Meeting
Jan. 16 -- 4:15 p.m. - General Faculty & Staff Meeting
Jan. 17 -- 4:15 p.m. - General Faculty and Staff Meeting
Jan. 29 -- 2:30 p.m. - Academic Board Meeting
Athletics
Jan. 5 ---- 3 p.m. ----- Basketball at Western Carolina
Jan. 8 ---- 7 p.m. ----- Wrestling at Virginia
Jan. 10 -- 9 a.m. ----- Wrestling at Virginia Duals
Jan. 11 -- 1 p.m. ----- Basketball vs. Georga Southern
Jan. 11 -- 1 p.m. ----- Swimming at East Carolina
Jan. 11 -- 9 a.m. ----- Wrestling at Virginia Duals
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Jan. 13
Jan. 17
Jan. 18
Jan. 18
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 19
Jan. 21
Jan. 24
Jan. 24
Jan. 24
Jan. 25
Jan. 27
Jan. 29
Jan. 31
Jan. 31

-- 7 p.m. ----- Basketball at UNC Greensboro
-- 7:30 p.m. - Wrestling vs. George Mason
-- 1 p.m. ----- Basketball vs. East Tennessee State University
----------------- Rifle vs. Navy
-- 5 p.m. ----- Swimming at Howard
----------------- Track & Field at Great Dane Invitational
-- 10 a.m. ---- Wrestling - Va. State Championships
-- 7 p.m. ----- Basketball vs. Davidson
-- 7 p.m. ----- Basketball vs. Appalachian State
----------------- Track & Field at Prince George Invitational
-- 7:30 p.m. - Wrestling vs. North Carolina State
----------------- Track & Field at Prince George Invitational
-- 7 p.m. ----- Basketball at College of Charleston
-- 7 p.m. ----- Wrestling at James Madison University
-- 1 p.m. ----- Baseball at Florida State
----------------- Track & Field VMI Winter Relays

Critical Dates
Jan. 12 -- 10 p.m. ---- Christmas Furlough Ends
Jan. 13 -- 8 a.m. ----- Registration for 2nd Semester – until 4 p.m.
Jan. 14 -- 8 a.m. ----- Classes Begin for all Cadets
Jan. 15 ----------------- Monday Classes Meet
Jan. 17 -- 8 a.m. ----- Last Day for Curriculum and Course Changes
Institute
Jan. 16 -- 7 p.m. ----- Corps Value Dinner
Jan. 17-19 ------------- Sacred Assembly Weekend
Jan. 21 ----------------- Bloodmobile
Jan. 21 -- 4:35 p.m. - Parade
Jan. 22, 23 ------------- Bloodmobile
Jan. 25 ----------------- Break-Out
Jan. 28 -- 4:35 p.m. - Parade
Jan. 31 -- 4:35 p.m. - Parade
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