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Zinni Splits Time Between VMI and Middle East
check The Washington Post to see whether or not we’ll be
What do Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, Palestinian
having class that week.”
Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat, and a fortunate group of
While General Zinni gladly continues to serve his country
Institute cadets have in common?
as special envoy, he is no less enthusiastic about his teaching
During the past several months, they have all spent significant
duties at VMI. “I can’t overstate how impressed I have been
time with General Anthony C. Zinni, USMC (ret.).
with both the students I have had in my classes, and with the
Sharon and Arafat have gotten to know Zinni, a retired fourInstitute as a whole,” he recently explained.
star Marine general with a remarkably diverse amount of
“I have a tremendous appreciation for VMI. This school
military experience, in his role as U.S. special envoy to the
produces a different type of person than most colleges and
Middle East charged by the Bush Administration with the
universities. It is certainly not for everybody, but I have been
mission of helping the Israelis and Palestinians negotiate a
most impressed by the level of self-confidence and selfcease-fire.
discipline I have discovered in the cadets in my classes. VMI
The cadets have been the beneficiaries of General Zinni’s
produces a body of potential leaders that is quite significant.
wisdom and guidance as students in the course he has taught
There is an ethic, a set of core values, instilled in this student
in both terms of the current school year on “Ethics and National
body you will find in very few other places. For a young man
Security” for the Department of International Studies and
or woman looking for a school that values high integrity and
Political Science. General Zinni, a decorated Vietnam War
the development of self-confidence and self-discipline, they
veteran and former head of Central Command responsible for
could do no better than VMI,” he continued.
U.S. forces in the Middle East, has been teaching weekly
General Zinni has developed a series of case studies of
sessions on Post as the holder of Thomas Bahnson and Anne
historical national security situations and personalities as
Bassett Stanley Visiting Professorship in Ethics and Integrity.
baseline data for applying the principles of decision-making
The visiting professorship is named in honor of the late Gov.
and Mrs. Thomas B. Stanley, distinguished figures in Virginia “I can’t overstate how impressed I have been with both and core values he assists his students in discovering. They
politics and industry, and parents of the late Thomas B. Stanley, the students I have had in my classes, and with the have discussed historic figures and decisions they made ranging
Institute as a whole.”
from Harry Truman to Douglas Mac Arthur to Oliver North.
Jr. ’47.
A recent class session revolved around Harry Truman and the decision to drop the atomic
While the Corps enjoyed its recent Spring Furlough, General Zinni returned to the Middle
East for the third time in the past six months to continue his attempts to mediate a cease-fire bomb on Hiroshima. General Zinni is far from the “answer man” some might anticipate. “I do
between the long-time enemies. In his initial announcement of General Zinni’s appointment as not pretend to have all the answers,” General Zinni commented in his calm, yet fully engaged
special envoy, Secretary of State Colin Powell said, “he is a distinguished soldier, Marine, with manner. “I do, however, have lots of questions. It is important for each cadet to learn to
long experience in the Middle East, particularly on security issues. He will be an invaluable examine their thoughts and values, not merely attempt to echo mine.”
He alludes to a paper class members recently completed in which they were asked to define
addition to our team.”
As one cadet enrolled in his class recently observed, “it is the first time I have ever had to
Continued on page 3

Schreiber Receives
“Outstanding Faculty Award”
His investigative science has garnered over
VMI chemistry professor Colonel Henry D.
$1.5 million in public and private funding for VMI
Schreiber is the recipient of an “Outstanding Faculty
for research and education programs, and
Award,” the Commonwealth’s highest honor for
Schreiber as the principal investigator for sponsors
faculty who have “demonstrated excellence in
such as the National Science Foundation, NASA, PPG
teaching, research, and public service” at Virginia’s
Industries, and DuPont. Colonel Schreiber’s
public and private colleges and universities.
laboratories at VMI are the premier location for
Colonel Schreiber is one of eleven selected from
glass research, specifically in the field of redox
75 nominations, representing 32 schools. Governor
chemistry of high-temperature solvents, particularly
Warner announced the award recipients March 1,
in silicates. His scientific reputation lead Virginia’s
praising each for advancing educational excellence
Center for Innovative Technology to establish a
“which contributes greatly to Virginia’s educational,
Center for Glass Chemistry at VMI in 1985, naming
economic, civic, and cultural vitality.”
Colonel Schreiber its Director.
Colonel Schreiber attended the award ceremony,
“My forte has been and remains, I think, the
accompanied by VMI’s Dean of the Faculty, Brigadier
use of undergraduate research in the education of
General Casey Brower to the State Capitol, where
chemistry students at VMI.” While some educators,
the Governor and Chairman Carl Kelly of the State
he says, “see a dichotomy between research and
Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV)
presented a specially-designed plaque and a $5,000 Receiving the Outstanding Faculty Award (left to right): Col. Henry Schreiber, teaching,” Colonel Schreiber’s view is that “research
research appropriation from the General Assembly fellow awardee Janice R. Pryor of Wytheville Community College, SCHEV is teaching.” By integrating undergraduate research
to each recipient. They were then recognized in the Chairman Carl Kelly, Governor Mark Warner, Secretary of Education Belle efforts with his work, good science is contributed
to the scientific frontier in his field, and students
Senate and the House at the beginning of each Wheelan, and SCHEV Executive Director Phyllis Palmiero.
get hands-on practice in discovery and
chamber’s floor session.
The OFA program is administered by SCHEV; started in 1987, a total of 184 awards have documentation. His own undergraduate experience is a role model; a laboratory/research
been given. The first VMI faculty to win the award was Frank A. Settle, Jr. in 1992, now retired, assistant, co-author of seven publications, his senior research thesis on hydrogen bonding,
and departmental honors, Colonel Schreiber graduated summa cum laude from Lebanon Valley
and like Colonel Schreiber, a distinguished member of the VMI Department of Chemistry.
Colonel Schreiber joined VMI’s chemistry department in 1976 upon receiving his doctorate College.
At work on his doctorate, he was a research assistant for the Lunar and Planetary Sciences
from University of Wisconsin. He teaches general chemistry, physical chemistry, inorganic
chemistry, and geo-chemistry, describing his teaching philosophy as an “interactive exchange” Division at the NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas, for which he received the center’s
of knowledge in which students are participants, not observers.” Colonel Schreiber believes Apollo Principal Investigator Award for his work in lunar related chemistry.
Two years after coming to VMI, Colonel Schreiber continued work on the NASA project, and
the chemical educator’s role is to lead students to scientific discovery, develop their skills at
had advanced several other research programs when he was presented the Institute’s first
investigation, and mentor them to academic success.
Dr. Schreiber, the scientist, has earned a national and international reputation for his research Matthew Fontaine Maury Research Award for excellence in stimulating, furthering, or performing
in glass chemistry and nuclear waste immobilization, but he’s equally admired for his ability to research. Colonel Schreiber is the only VMI faculty to receive the Maury Award multiple times,
involve undergraduate students in scientific research that educates and, at the same time, again in 1985, 1992, and 1997.
He’s also the only VMI faculty member to receive the Wilbur S. Hinman Jr. Award in multiples,
contributes to the field. He has performed research to support more than 100 scientific
papers, many of them co-authored by students.
Continued on page 2
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Co-Curricular Activities Bring a Boost in Morale
to Post and to the Community at Large

Colonel Kurt W. Iversen ’85
Acting Director of Cadet Affairs

Cadet life is often described as a three-legged stool:
academics, athletics, and military. Co-curricular activities
are not described in the three-legged stool metaphor,
although this aspect of cadet life is often described as the
reason leadership at VMI is available to all cadets. From
the Editor-in-Chief of The Cadet to the captain of the rugby
team, co-curricular leadership opportunities exist at VMI
that are essential to the maturation process that is central to
the leadership experience at VMI. Most of the co-curricular
leadership at VMI operates “without a net,” that is, if the
cadet in charge of the group does not get tasks done, the job
of the group does not get done.
Although many administration and faculty mentors assist
these cadet leaders, they do not take command away from
cadets. This is the VMI experiment as it has existed for many
years; to give a cadet in charge the task of running a group,
club, club-sport or activity. Being given guidance only, these
cadet leaders manage more than 50 clubs and activities.
Some excel, some simply do well, some occasionally fail.
However, this experiment relies on a philosophy similar to
that extolled by our former rough riding President Teddy
Roosevelt who is given credit for the quote:
It is not the critic who counts. Not the man who
points out how the strong man stumbled or where
the doer of deed could have done better. The credit
belongs to the man who is actually in the arena,
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood:
who strives valiantly, who errs and comes short again
and again: who knows the great enthusiasms, the
great devotions, who spends himself in a worthy
cause. Who, at best, knows in the end the triumph
of high achievement and who at the worst, at least
fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never
be with those timid souls who know neither victory
nor defeat.
The vast array of clubs, activities, and Cadet Organizations
that fall under the auspices of the Office of Cadet Affairs is
under the larger heading “co-curriculum.” Here at VMI the
frenetic pace of cadet life often causes elements of the entire
experience of certain groups of cadets to become obscured.
When military duty time comes each day cadets move to NCCA

athletic practices or a proscribed place of drill during some
days during the weekly cadet schedule. But where do those
other cadets go when they are not doing these activities?
They go several days a week to one of the 50-some clubs
and activities sponsored by the office of Cadet Affairs. During
many days this past month of February (as an example of what
happens all year) one could observe the parade ground full
with a few of these clubs: the equestrian team, the rugby team,
and the soccer club. The Bomb and The Cadet staffs were
hard at work in their Maury-Brooke Hall facilities. The boxing
team was working out in their Jackson Memorial Hall facility,
the fencing team in Cocke Hall, late in the evening the ice
hockey team would be down in Roanoke competing. That
same evening members of the EMT squad were on duty in
town, as they are most nights, in their shift-work with the
Lexington Life Saving Crew. The Bloodmobile in February (and
all other times they are on post) was assisted through the cadet
volunteers of the Bloodmobile club. Evenings in Lejeune Hall
you will find the VMI Theatre group preparing for their next
performance. During those same evenings the VMI Glee Club,
now in a new home in Maury Brooke Hall, could also be found
practicing for their spring concert season.
Next semester the NCAA teams of tennis and golf will function
as club sports and practice alongside of these many other
groups that are already active
This list does not even include our cheerleading team, that
is currently made up of volunteer from Southern Virginia
University, but which is accepting any VMI cadet volunteer that
wants to participate...if that cadet can pass the tryout test. This
past month the racquetball club hosted a tournament in
Cameron Hall, another group under the direction of the Office
of Cadet Affairs. The Timber Framers’ Club uses Fall and Spring
FTX to assist larger projects held outside of Lexington in the
Timber Framers’ community. The Pre-Law Society hosts events
to promote interest in the law here at VMI.
The Office of Cadet Affairs is bringing the picture Black Hawk
Down to Lejeune Hall on April 13th and 14th for two showings
each day, free to the Corps and the VMI post community. Also
in the realm of entertainment, the Cadet Program Board is
bringing the group Virginia Coalition to Cameron Hall on March
23rd, with the hypnotist Ron Jeffries entertaining in Lejeune

Hall the evening of March 22 nd. The CPB hosts several bands
and movies, and will again bring “Mason Fest” to the VMI
post on May 13th.
While not very well known, the Office of Cadet Affairs is
financially backing the visit to post by Cheick Hamala Diabate,
the renowned group of musicians from the West African
nation of Mali. The office of Cadet Affairs funds many such
groups at VMI, though usually silently. The VMI Regimental
Band is fund/assisted by the Office of Cadet Affairs, as were
the two band concerts in barracks this past semester. The
class of 2004 has asked and will have their Ring Figure bands
on Saturday partially funded by the Office of Cadet Affairs, as
has been done previously for Ring Figure celebrations.
Currently the office of Cadet Affairs is working on a service
volunteer project that will assist in tutoring local school
children, work with the local soup kitchen in town weekly
and assist the Project Horizon team in Lexington. This
recently activated group of volunteer cadets has already
assisted Yellow-Brick Road Day Care facility.
Other VMI groups such as the General and Executive
Committees and the VMI Honor Court are supported
financially through the Office of Cadet Affairs.
This short synopsis leaves outs many other groups of active
cadets that work regularly under the auspices of the Office
of Cadet Affairs. Almost all of the Cadet Affairs sponsored
sports, cadet run clubs, workshops, activities and
organizations use assistance from volunteer coaches,
directors and advisors. Most of these people are here on
post, although quite a few come to us from as far as Staunton.
Truly VMI s co-curricular activities are a large part of every
cadet’s experiences at VMI. Although most of the affiliations
with the Office of Cadet Affairs can go unnoticed, without
this large group of cadets and faculty volunteers being
supported through time and resources, the VMI experience
would be less fulfilling, enriching and satisfying. These
groups bring a boost in morale to Post and to the community
at large.
Sadly, these programs will be affected by the state budget
woes currently projected. It may be only when the Office of
Cadet Affairs is not able to assist the post as it has been able
to in the past, that the service and efforts may be recognized.

Schreiber Receives Award
Continued from page 1
with the Institute’s first such award presented to Colonel Schreiber in 1988, recognizing outstanding achievement in research
by an undergraduate, with supervision by VMI faculty. He received three subsequent awards, in 1995, 1998, and 2000.
Colonel Schreiber’s research investigations have advanced nuclear waste management, significant findings documented in a
1988 paper on “Redox Chemistry in Nuclear Waste Mobilization,” presented by Schreiber at the 89th annual meeting of the
Nuclear Division of the American Ceramic Society, later selected the meeting’s “Best Paper.” Recognition was also given to the
paper’s co-author, one of Colonel Schreiber’s undergraduate research assistants, Angela Hockman, from Rockbridge County,
a JMU student who worked on the project while she was attending the 1986 summer undergraduate research program at VMI.
Colonel Schreiber is viewed as a role model to other educators. He was one of only nine master teachers chosen nationally
as a Dreyfus Scholar by the Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation to supervise development of young Ph.D.’s in the chemical
sciences for careers in undergraduate teaching.
He contributes to advancing the chemical science community at VMI as editor of the VMI Undergraduate Research Review,
which he started in 1993, and to the greater community as general chemistry editor for Chemical Education Resources.
Colonel Schreiber is also a member of Phi Alpha Epsilon, Phi Kappa Phi, and has been elevated to “Fellow” status of the
American Ceramic Society for his significant contributions in the field of ceramics.
“Henry Schreiber is the most outstanding undergraduate professor I have had the opportunity to work with,” says fellow
awardee and former colleague Frank Settle. “No one manages undergraduate research better than he.”
In 1999, Schreiber was named as VMI’s head of the chemistry department, and looks forward with a vision that “similarly
significant undergraduate research can be attained in other specialties, in the chemistry department and the whole of VMI.”
“We have begun such exciting projects,” says Colonel Schreiber, including the first issue of the Journal of Undergraduate
Chemistry Research, creating computer-aided general chemistry laboratories, and investigating guided-inquiry laboratories
in the department.
Although he intends to stay at the frontier in his field of science, his main goal is “to produce the best possible general
chemistry laboratory experience for students, not only developing or writing laboratory modules, but defining the experiments
that the next generation of chemical educators will be using.” he says. First at VMI, no doubt, but then, it’s possible that Colonel
Henry D. Schreiber’s methods will be role models for laboratories around the world.
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TAPS
Maj. Gen. (USA), Richard L. Irby, Superintendent Emeritus of VMI
Major General (USA), Richard L. Irby, Superintendent Emeritus
of VMI died March 6, 2002 in Lexington. General Irby was the
tenth Superintendent of VMI, serving for ten years, 1971-81.
Following his retirement from VMI, he and his wife Anne Short
Irby of Lawrenceville, Virginia remained in Lexington. Mrs. Irby
died in February 1994.
General Irby became superintendent in the midst of the Vietnam
War and much anti-military feeling. However, through his
leadership, VMI experienced a steady increase in applications and
enrollment. The size of the Corps of Cadets increased from
approximately 1,100 in 1970 to over 1,300 in 1980.
He believed strongly in the “Whole-Man Concept of Education.”
During his tenure VMI enhanced its robust academic program,
stood fast with its unique system of military training, discipline
and honor, and enjoyed some of its finest successes in
intercollegiate athletics.
Also during the ’70s, VMI embarked on a most successful Capital
Campaign raising $34 million and established another goal of $50M for the ’80s. “Without
reservation,” said General Irby in his final annual report on the State of the Institute, “one of
the most satisfying experiences of my tenure as Superintendent has been to see the devotion
and dedication of thousands in the VMI family working for the VMI Campaign.”
A native of Blackstone, Virginia, General Irby was graduated from VMI in 1939 with a
degree in civil engineering. As a cadet, he played both football and baseball and was one of
VMI’s first athletic scholarship recipients. After graduation from the Institute, he was
commissioned in the cavalry branch of the U.S. Army. This was the beginning of a distinguished
31-year military career in which he rose from troop commander to commanding general,
becoming a decorated veteran of three wars and twice the recipient of the Silver Star for
gallantry in combat.
General Irby served in the China-Burma-India Theater during World War II. In 1951, he

was a battalion commander with the First Cavalry Division in Korea,
where he won his first Silver Star. In 1967, at the age of 49, he
qualified as a helicopter pilot, earning his pilot wings just before
departure for Vietnam where he earned his second Silver Star. In
Vietnam he served as assistant division commander and
commander of the famed First Cavalry Division. In 1969 he was
commander of the U.S. Army Training Center, Infantry, at Fort Polk,
Louisiana, and in 1970 he was named commanding general at
Fort Knox, Kentucky.
General Irby was a graduate and former instructor of the Army
Command and General Staff College and a graduate of the Army
War College. He earned a master’s degree in international affairs
from George Washington University and received an honorary LL.D.
degree from Washington and Lee University. General Irby also
served as a member of the Longwood College Board of Visitors.
General Irby’s military decorations, in addition to the Silver
Star, include the Distinguished Service Medal; Legion of Merit with
three oak leaf clusters; the Distinguished Flying Cross; Bronze Star Medal with “V” Device
and two oak leaf clusters; the Air Medal with “V” and 54 oak leaf clusters; the Joint Service
Commendation Medal; and the Army Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters.
General Irby is survived by three children: two sons, Col. Richard L. Irby, Jr. of Mt. Pleasant,
South Carolina and William S. Irby of Statesboro, Ga; one daughter, Debra Irby Mulligan of
Front Royal; four granddaughters, Sarah Elizabeth Irby Stasky, Mary Katherine Irby, Erin
McKenzie Irby, and Laura Anne Mulligan; a great grandson, Tyler Joseph Stasky and two
great granddaughters, Abigail Logan Stasky and Alexandra Caroline Stasky.
A funeral service was held March 9 in Jackson Memorial Hall on the VMI Post. There will
be a memorial service at VMI on March 27th at 4 p.m. In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that memorial contributions be made to the VMI Foundation, Inc. P.O. Box 932,
Lexington, Va. 24450.

Colonel Gabriel G. Balazs, Professor Emeritus of Electrical Engineering
Colonel Gabriel G. Balazs, Professor Emeritus of Electrical
Education Task Force for Educational Data Processing, which set the
Engineering at VMI, died on Wednesday, February 20, 2002. Colonel
direction for higher education computing. A registered Professional
Balazs, of Buena Vista, retired in 1999 after a distinguished 33-year
Engineer since 1975, he was a member of the Institute of Electrical and
teaching career at VMI.
Electronic Engineers and the Association of Engineering Educators.
Colonel Balazs joined the VMI faculty in 1966 having earned his
In addition to his professional duties, Colonel Balazs rendered
Ph.D. from The Pennsylvania State University a year earlier. As director
significant service to the Lexington community. From 1985 to 1999, he
of the Institute’s first computer center and a teacher in the Department
collected local weather data for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
of Electrical Engineering, he guided VMI into the computer age. The
Administration (NOAA), He also donated his computer expertise to the
VMI computer center grew from a centralized mainframe unit into a
Rockbridge Regional Library, served as director for the Rockbridge Red
decentralized computer network serving faculty, staff and cadets
Cross Chapter, served as a judge in local science fairs, was active in the
throughout the Post. He also developed and taught several computerarea’s United Way campaigns, and served on the Board and as treasurer
oriented courses for cadets enrolled in engineering and economics.
of the Rockbridge Area Conservation Council.
In 1991, Colonel Balazs focused his talents completely on the
Colonel Balazs is survived by two sons: Bryan of Livermore, Calif. and
Department of Electrical Engineering. He was appointed department
Eliot of Lexington; two brothers Loren Balazs of Babylon, N.Y. and Robert
head in 1996, and in April 1997, he was awarded the Jamison-Payne
“Bob” Balazs of Hampton, Va.; and brother-in-law Philip Webber of Pella,
Institute Professorship in Electrical Engineering. Colonel Balazs taught part-time at VMI Iowa. Col. Balazs’ wife Mary W. Balazs taught English at VMI for 29 years before retiring in
during the 2001 fall semester.
1999. She preceded him in death on January 7th, 2001.
On the state level, Colonel Balazs was a member of the 1975 State Council of Higher
A memorial service will be held at VMI, date and time to be announced.

Zinni
Continued from page 1
and discuss their personal code of ethics. “Many college students have never given a thought
to mapping out their own moral and ethical map. They may parrot what they’ve been told, but
they haven’t really thought it through thoroughly. VMI introduces a real awareness of ethics
and honor to a cadet from the day of arrival, but most cadets still haven’t really applied it to
themselves specifically. Each cadet had to discuss his paper in class, and I was proud of how
much they opened up and shared with each other. As one young man said, ‘The exercise had
given me another filter through which to view my decisions and my actions.’ I liked that
description.”
A mutual admiration society exists between General Zinni and his students. “This is an
exceptional opportunity to study under a practitioner of national security like General Zinni,”
said Devon Miller ’02 from Catlett, Va. “It is exciting to view the ethical realm of national
security decisions with a man who has had to make the tough decisions in real life. It is
interesting to have access to someone who has intimate knowledge of the current world situation
through firsthand knowledge.”
Miller also spoke of the assignment that challenged each cadet in the class to define a code
of personal ethics. “That was really challenging. It’s difficult for me to write about myself. I’m
used to research and data. This was different. As cadets, we think of ourselves as ethical
people, but don’t really think of the details. General Zinni certainly caused me to think about

a lot of things I’ve never thought about. Where did my influences come from? What are my
reasons for making certain personal choices?”
Magnus Nordenman ’02, who hails from Sweden, a nation known for its efforts at mediation
and peace-keeping, is thrilled by Zinni’s presence and guidance. “The first time I met General
Zinni, I was thinking, ‘Here’s an infantry bulldog.’ I’ve been pleasantly surprised to discover
that General Zinni is genuinely interested in and committed to resolving conflict without violence.
While I was working on my personal code of ethics, I was surprised by some of my outcomes.
I’m grateful that he has stretched our minds so much in his class.”
Does VMI go with General Zinni to the Middle East where he attempts to bring reason to an
unreasonable situation? “I’ve always been curious about everything around me,” he shared. “I
like to be focused on what I’m doing at any given moment, to learn from each experience …
hopefully to make me better, to make you better, to make the world better. I learn a lot in each
class I teach. I thrive on the free and frank exchange of ideas; there is not enough of that any
more. All that I experience and learn goes with me everywhere I go.
“It’s like the cadet said about his paper on his personal code of ethics; each experience
adds a ‘filter’ through which to view the world around us. In that regard, yes, my VMI experience
goes with me to the Middle East as yet another filter of experience through which I see people,
places, and things.”
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All Loves Excelling Recommended by
Virginia State Reading Association

Jones Speaks at Lenoir-Rhyne College

Colonel Tappey H. Jones ’70, professor of chemistry, spoke at Lenoir-Rhyne College in North
Carolina on February 22, 2002. Invited to speak under the school’s Steelman Visiting Scientist
All Loves Excelling, Superintendent Major General Josiah Bunting III’s latest novel, was re- Lectureship, Colonel Jones gave two talks entitled “The Belk Centrum: A Chemist’s Pilgrimage
cently selected by the Virginia State Reading Association as one of ten recommended titles at in Chemical Ecology,” and “Myrmicine Ant Venom Alkaloids.” Colonel Jones is a widely pubthe high school level for the Virginia Young Readers Program. Students at various levels from lished and recognized expert on ant venom alkaloids and exocrine secretions.
elementary school through high school are encouraged to read a selection of books and then
vote on the best book each spring. General Bunting’s novel tells the tragic story of a young
high school girl driven to ruin by an overbearing mother and indifferent father, and the pressures of the highly competitive college admissions process in the United States.

Crisp Chairs Discussion
in Bosnia-Hercegovina
VMI to Host Virginia Social Science
Association Conference March 22-23
VMI will host the 75th Annual Conference of the Virginia Social Science Association (VSSA)
on March 22-23, 2002. Several VMI cadets and faculty will be presenting papers at the
conference.
The hub of the activities will be at the Marshall Museum, but some sessions will be held at
the Turman Room of the Preston Library and the Board Room in Smith Hall. The Deputy
Superintendent for Academics and Dean of the Faculty, Brigadier General Charles F. Brower
will give a welcome address at the dinner to be held on Friday, March 22 in Moody Hall.
If you have any questions or require further information, contact Lt. Colonel James T. Gire,
associate professor of psychology/philosophy, who is also the vice president of the association.

Cadets Co-author Chemistry Articles
In 2001, four VMI chemistry majors co-authored articles published in five professional
journals. Under the mentorship of chemistry professor Colonel Tappey H. Jones, professor of
chemistry, who was also part of the investigating teams, Cadets J.E. Co ’01, R. C. Flournoy ’99,
L.J. Smith ’98, and V.E. Zottig ’01 contributed substantially to articles appearing in Biochemical
Systems Ecology, Sociobiology, Journal of Natural Products, Naturwissenschaften, and New
Zealand Entomologist. Each article describes an investigation of the chemicals contained in
natural secretions of certain ants, frogs, and seabirds. Citations for the articles appear below:
A. W. Don, T. H. Jones, R. C. Flournoy, and V. E. Zottig: “Venom chemistry of Monomorium
antipodum Forel (Hymenoptera:Formicidae) from New Zealand and its relevance to the
taxonomy of the species.” New Zealand Entomologist, 24: 49 (2001).
H. D. Douglas III, J.E. Co, T.H. Jones, W.E. Conner: “Heteropteran Chemical Repellents
Identified in the Citrus Odor of a Seabird (Crested Auklet: Aethias cristatella): Evolutionary
Convergence in Chemical Ecology.” Naturwissenschaften, 88: 330 (2001).
H.M.Garraffo, P. Jain, T.F. Spande, J.W. Daly, T.H. Jones, L.J. Smith, and V.E. Zottig: “Structure
of Alkaloid 275A, a Novel 1-Azabicyclo[5.3.0]decane from a Dendrobatid Frog, Dendrobates
lehmanni: Synthesis of the Tetrahydrostereoisomers.” Journal of Natural Products, 64: 421,
(2001).
J. A. Torres, R.R. Snelling, M.S. Blum, R.C. Flournoy, T.H. Jones, and R.M. Duffield:
“Mandibular gland chemistry of four Caribbean species of Camponotus (Hymenoptera:
Formicidae).” Biochemical Systems Ecology, 29: 673 (2001).
J.A. Torres, V. E. Zottig, J.E.Co, T.H. Jones, and R.R. Snelling: “Caste Specific Alkaloid Chemistry
of Solenopsis maboya and S. torresi (Hymenoptera: Formicidae).” Sociobiology, 37: 579
(2001).

Sunnen to Visit Germany
Lieutenant Colonel Donald Sunnen, associate professor of modern languages, will travel to
Germany March 18 on behalf of the VMI-Bundeswehr exchange program, which he directs.
Lieutenant Colonel Sunnen will arrive in Munich and go to the University of the Bundeswehr to
meet with to the Dean of Students, and give a talk on differences between American and European educational systems
to students from the liberal arts branch of the university.
Lieutenant Colonel Sunnen’s contacts there will be the
Deutsch-Amerikanischer Arbeitskreis, the student-led organization which has taken care of VMI cadets in Munich since
the inception of the exchange in the 1980s. On Thursday and
Friday, Lieutenant Colonel Sunnen will meet with representatives of the administration of the Bundeswehr University of
Hamburg and also visit with VMI cadets who are in Germany
this semester: Robert Osypowicz ’03 and Jeff Hocutt ’04 (in
Hamburg); and Matt Anderson ’03 (in Munich).

William Crisp ’63, adjunct professor, Department of International Studies, flew to Sarajevo
to chair The First Roundtable with the Government of Bosnia-Hercegovina, organized by The
Economist Conferences, part of The Economist magazine group, 20-22 February. Some
145 senior business executives participated.
Speakers included the prime ministers of the state government, the Muslim-Croat
“Federation,” and the Bosnian-Serb ”Serb Republic.” Officials emphasized that inflation is now
under control, thanks to a “currency board” operated by the National Bank of BosniaHercegovina. But numerous obstacles impede increased foreign direct investment. The
privatization process is far from complete, and consumer goods company executives remain
concerned with product counterfeiting and smuggling. As a leading banker stated, “Bosnia
still has not achieved economic self-sufficiency,” independent of international aid flows.
A second Roundtable is planned for 2003, which will offer an interesting benchmark for
evaluating progress towards “self-sufficiency.”

Chapters by Thompson Published
Major Roger Thompson has published two chapters in books: “Ralph Waldo Emerson and
the American Kairos” in Rhetoric and Kairos: Essays in History, Theory and Praxis, (SUNY
Press, 2002) edited by Phillip Sipiora and James S. Baumlin; and “Emerson, Divinity and
Rhetoric in Transcendentalist Nature Writing and Twentieth-Century Ecopoetry” in Ecopoetry:
A Critical Introduction, (University of Utah Press, 2002) edited by J. Scott Bryson.

Cadets Prepare For First VMI
Undergraduate Research Symposium
Cadet Caleb Sylvester ’02 recognizes clearly the value of his independent research project.
“In the broadest sense, my research has taught me to teach myself,” the Regimental S-2 remarked
recently. “My research experience developed skills I’ve learned at VMI: time and project
management, self-discipline, and creative problem solving.”
Sylvester isn’t alone. On April 19, forty-five cadets will participate in VMI’s first Undergraduate
Research Symposium. Their twenty-seven oral presentations and eighteen poster displays are
drawn from every academic division. A sample of their titles previews that diversity: “Art and
Politics: Alice Neel (1900-1984);” “Synthesis of Novel Antennas for Enhancement of
Luminescent Properties;” “Effect of Test Procedure on the Flexural Behavior of Reinforced
Concrete Beams;” “A Return to the Cross: The Trial of the Knights Templars;” “Construction
of the Pulsating Dye Laser for Performing Measurements in Dynamic Spectroscopy;” and
“Endovascular Balloon Catheter Pressure Sensor.” And that’s just the start. The symposium’s
operations committee – Major Jim Squire of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Lieutenant
Colonel Duncan Richter of Psychology and Philosophy, and Mrs. Mary Wright of the
Superintendents Office – promise that the event will have something for cadets, faculty, and
alumni alike – including cash prizes of $1,750 in each of the three major presentation
categories: Liberal Arts, Science, and Engineering.
The Undergraduate Research Symposium is an important part of the Undergraduate Research
Initiative (URI), which in turn reflects VMI’s emphasis on cadet intellectual life. The URI
promotes in-depth inquiry by fostering one-on-one professional relationships between cadets
and their professors outside the traditional classroom setting. Director of Undergraduate
Research Colonel James Turner ’65 says “It’s essential to encourage, showcase, and reward
cadets who work independently under the supervision of faculty mentors.” And Turner is
quick to identify what made this elaborate event possible: “VMI achieved this important
milestone so quickly because of generous support by the Jackson-Hope Fund.” Established
under Reveille: A Call to Excel, VMI’s latest capital campaign, the Jackson-Hope Fund is devoted
solely to fostering academic excellence. It does so by financially supporting cadets, faculty,
and staff as they develop ways to advance learning, teaching, and research at VMI.
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ECE Professor Dan Barr Gives Closer
Look at Microelectronics

Economics & Business
Department Hosts Panel Discussion

Takes DOD Training on Faculty Leave

The Department of Economics and Business, led by Colonel Francis Bush and Major Tinni
Sen, hosted a panel discussion entitled “Enron and the Future of Financial Reporting” on
Tuesday 12 February 2002.
Business leaders representing the various affected parties offered their insights and answered questions on a variety of topics including: customary practices prior to Enron, voluntary
changes likely to be made, predictions for regulatory and professional oversight, ethical issues, and the impact of recent events on business.
Participants in the panel discussion were: Mr. Tom Hancock ’67, Managing Partner, Crews
and Hancock P.L.C. who opened the session and served as moderator, Mr. David Fiorenza,
CFO, Ethyl Corporation who represented the corporate finance sector, Mr. Steve Womack,
Managing Partner, Goodman and Company L.L.P. who represented the accounting profession
and Mr. Brett Hayes ’86, Senior Vice President, First Union Securities who represented the
investing community.
Cadet Joshua Mulford ’04 stated, “I liked the initiative the department showed to educate
and enlighten the economics and business cadets. I feel the Enron scandal showed a darker
side to the higher levels of the corporate world. Also it made us more cautious of where to
invest our money.”

VMI professor of electrical and computer engineering, Colonel Dan Barr, ’74, presented an
impressive set of objectives for his Ayres Faculty Development Leave last semester. As planned,
he completed a technical report on microelectronics for publication this spring, presented a
paper published last year on China’s microelectronics industry, and provided consultation on
ground systems for Operation Enduring Freedom support personnel, and earned certification
for coursework he mastered at the Department of Defense. Plan accomplished, he added
DOD’s 14-week Advanced Program Manager’s Course (APMC).
Barr is a colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve, and a civilian expert on microelectronics for the
Department of the Army. During his semester leave, he completed the final update of a 2002
Department of Defense document, Radiation Hardened Microelectronics, 1997-2001, a
worldwide survey of manufacturers, production methods, and technical specifications for radiation hardened integrated circuits, including the documentation of who makes them,
composition materials and manufacturing methods, technical data on radiation tolerances,
and how the microelectronics are used. The Army will publish the report this year.
Half a world away, in Canberra, Australia, Colonel Barr attended an information technology
conference of the Quadripartite Weapon and Space Systems Intelligence Committee, and presented his paper, China’s Microelectronics Industry, published by the Army last year. The
Quadripartite is comprised of Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, and the United States.
He left reminders of VMI in Australia. “The hosting Australian Head of Delegation was most
appreciative of the VMI mementos I presented to him at the closing ceremonies,” recalled
Colonel Barr.
Back home, at the National Ground Intelligence Center in Charlottesville where Colonel
Barr is Deputy Director, he provided leadership on ground systems for seven divisions of
approximately 200 soldiers, engineers, scientists, technicians, and clerical staff that provide
support to Operation Enduring Freedom.
At Fort Belvoir, Virginia, he completed coursework at the DOD for a “Level 3” certificate in
systems planning, research, development, and engineering, the highest professional certification awarded by the Department of the Army Acquisition Corps.
Then he added DOD’s 14-week APMC training to his plan, a comprehensive examination of
the integrated process used in systems acquisition management for programs having total
outlays in excess of $2 billion. The coursework is on aspects of acquisition management,
combined with policy and legislative updates, government and industry forums, along with
group exercises and experiential discussions. “I really appreciated the opportunity to work
with some of DOD’s finest at the APMC,” he said, and earned a citation of “special recognition”
as a section leader of senior level military and DOD civilian students.
The Ayres Faculty Development Leave includes grants for scholarly work and professional
development. Described as one of VMI’s most distinguished and fascinating alumni, Colonel
Henry Fairfax Ayres, ’06, fought in both World Wars, was one of the nation’s first pilots, and after
leaving the Army, became an inventor, businessman, and noted environmentalist. Colonel Ayres
also established VMI’s H. Fairfax Ayres Medal, given to the outstanding first class football player.
Colonel Barr is a licensed professional engineer, experienced in radiation effects on integrated circuits, electron beam lithography, gallium arsenide mixers, millimeter wave
superconductivity, and integrated circuit development for radar based fuzing and sensor applications. He is a member of five honorary societies, and holds a VMI Distinguished Teaching
Award.
Reporting a “productive and successful” leave, Colonel Barr resumed his teaching assignments at VMI this semester.

Sheldon Rallies Cadets, Faculty To
Assist New School
Professor of history Colonel Rose Mary Sheldon perhaps got more than she bargained for
when she “re-discovered” an old high school chum on the Internet last year.
Tabitha “Tobie” Jones, with whom Colonel Sheldon attended high school in Newark, New
Jersey during the turbulent 60s, was now principal of Grace Academy, a new school for innercity youth in Baltimore. When Colonel Sheldon asked her old friend how she could help, the
reply was unequivocal: “We need books.”
With the approval and support of the Dean’s Office, Colonel Sheldon turned to faculty colleagues to help build the new school’s library. From all across post came children’s books,
reference books, picture books, history books, and more. One of the larger collections donated came from Colonel Gabe Balazs (see Taps this issue), who donated a large part of his
late wife’s library. (Lieutenant Colonel Mary Balazs had taught English at VMI for 29 years.) In
all, 20 cases of books were collected.
Colonel Sheldon also attended the school’s opening convocation in Baltimore on November
22, 2001, where she gave a talk with the theme of “You May Be Whatever You Resolve to Be.”
Accompanying Colonel Sheldon were cadets Alicia Williams ’03 and Ruth Jun ’03, who acted
as a color guard for the opening ceremony. The impression left by Colonel Sheldon and the
VMI cadets was a strong one; Colonel Sheldon reported that after the ceremony many parents
came up to ask about VMI and took home brochures provided by the VMI Admissions Office.
Since that auspicious beginning, Colonel Sheldon has collected even more books, and has
also begun to collect computer equipment for the school as well. As she sees it, the project
amounts to “Tobie and Rose Mary save the world – one student at a time.”
To help in the project contact Colonel Sheldon at rms@vmi.edu. Grace Academy’s web
site can be found at http://www.greatergracechurch.net/academy.html.

Articles by Sheldon Published
Colonel Rose Mary Sheldon, Professor of History, recently published two articles on ancient
warfare. The first article, “Slaughter in the Forest: German Insurgency and Roman Intelligence Mistakes,” appears in the Autumn 2001 issue of Small Wars and Insurgencies. The
second article, “Caesar, Intelligence and Ancient Britain,” discusses Caesar’s intelligence failures in his British campaigns of 55 and 54 B.C. It appears in the International Journal of
Intelligence and Counterintelligence (Volume 15 No. 1 Spring 2002 pp. 77-100).

Collection of Essays
by McDonald Published
Lieutenant Colonel Robert L. McDonald, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Associate Professor of English and Fine Arts, has
published a new collection of essays, Southern Women Playwrights:
New Essays in Literary History and Criticism, (University of Alabama Press, 2002) co-edited with Linda Rohrer Paige.

Anthology by Rachels Traces Historic
Events in Early Westward
Movement
Major David Rachels has published a new anthology, The First
West: Writing from the American Frontier, 1776-1860 (Oxford
University Press, 2002), co-edited with Edward Watts. The collection of writings from well-known and diverse figures such as
Thomas Jefferson and Sauk war chief Black Hawk, as well as lesserknown individuals, traces historic events in the early westward
movement into the territory between the Appalachian Mountains
and the Mississippi River.
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Wolford Honored to Serve as Honor Court President
Perhaps it was during long youthful hours spent in the woods that
the year, however, the then-President of the Honor Court revoked the
first classman Tim Wolford of Beaver, Pa. developed his ability to focus
Taps status check and decertified the OD as a way of protesting the
on myriad tasks and perform them all well.
dismissal of two cadets. As the result of his actions, the former Honor
By his junior year in high school, Wolford knew he wanted to pursue
Court President was dismissed from the Institute, too. At a time of
a career as a military officer. He had never heard of VMI until a junior
much confusion on Post, Wolford was appointed to the presidency to
replace his departed predecessor.
year trip to a college fair in Pittsburgh where he talked with an Institute
“I was very concerned about the status of our Honor System in
representative. Prior to that encounter, he had expressed interest in
the time period following (the step-off). In answering their special
attending The Citadel or the United States Naval Academy. After
reports, cadets were being evasive, and that bothered me,” Wolford
investigating what VMI had to offer, however, he visited Lexington for
explained. “I felt the Corps had been led astray by the Honor Court,
an Institute open house during the spring of his junior year.
and that they felt it was okay to manipulate the Honor System to get
“After the open house, I was sold on VMI,” he recalled. “VMI’s spartan
out of trouble with the administration.
atmosphere appealed to me. I believed it would be the best place for
“A meeting of the Corps was called. I told them how I perceived
me to prepare to become an officer. I applied early decision and was
the problem. I also told them I believed it could not continue in that
accepted. I am very pleased to have spent the past four years at VMI.”
manner. There was no ultimatum; I just shared my belief that some
After serving as battalion commander of his high school’s Army JROTC
things were broken and needed to be fixed. I told them, ‘If we led you
unit and participating in VMI’s Summer Transition Program prior to
Tim Wolford ’02
astray, we are sorry. Now is the time to get things back on track.’
his rat year, Wolford embraced the “Ratline.” “I loved it. It certainly
fulfilled my expectations of having to face a difficult challenge, but I was pretty content and at Then and now I try to carry out my duties and do what is right, and what is right is not always
what is popular,” he continued.
peace with my decision to attend VMI.”
Colonel Kurt Iversen ’85, acting director of cadet affairs and advisor to the Honor Court, has
Wolford, an international studies major who has earned academic stars continuously since
his third class year, has pursued many interests and embraced many responsibilities and watched Wolford’s actions from close quarters. “Tim did a good job of stabilizing the Court
opportunities during his cadetship. He will earn his Army commission in May and hopes for a after the September situation. He was in a ‘beyond tough’ position, and he handled it admirably.
career as an infantry officer. As part of his Army ROTC involvement, he was part of the Institute’s I was impressed that he could do that so readily and quickly,” Iversen observed.
Wolford is fiercely loyal to the values engendered by VMI’s Honor Code. “Our Honor Code
10-member Ranger Challenge team, which recently won first place honors in regional
teaches strict adherence to honorable conduct. We are taught that if we always choose what
competition.
During his third class year, he served on the cadre and was a member of VMI’s boxing team. we think is honorable, we can never go wrong.”
“In many ways, Tim is like the ‘last Boy Scout,’ said Iversen. He is so integrity driven – not
Long fascinated with all types of music (except “heavy metal”), Wolford has performed with
just in the Honor Court, but in all that he does. VMI was his destination because it represented
the Institute Glee Club. He also spent a summer studying at St. Anne’s College at Oxford.
After serving as a 1st corporal during his third class year, Wolford was the regimental sergeant the things he valued. The Institute may get credit for his high integrity. But he came here with
it already intact.”
major during his second class year. This year, Wolford is the 2nd Battalion commander.
Wolford has made some changes in the Honor Court’s structure for next year in an effort to
Near the end of his third class year, the affable Pennsylvanian was one of six class members
elected to represent the class on the Honor Court. “I was very honored to be elected to such ensure that the responsibility and participation is spread out more equitably among the first
an important post. I was also very excited and very willing to accept. It can be stressful; it is class members of the Court. “The Honor Court belongs to the entire Corps, not to a select few.
I’ve tried to change the perspective of the Honor Court’s role. It’s important that every cadet
certainly not a fun thing to enforce a system where cadets are dismissed.”
Wolford entered the current academic year as one of the court’s vice-presidents. Early in feel comfortable with the manner in which the Honor Court conducts its business.”

Baseball Outlook

Continued from page 8
some time in the outfield. Brooks, who will start in center for Rand until basketball season Denbigh High School with a 9-1 record with a 1.24 ERA in 56-2/3 innings pitched. Relief ace
concludes, is a four-year letter-winner at Jefferson High School. Brooks possesses great de- Phil Hendrix ’03 (Richmond, Va.) will again be the closer for the Keydets. Hendrix, who was a
fensive ability along with a good arm.
part of nine of the 15 Keydet wins in 2001, finished the season with a school record 29 appearThe pitching staff is an area much improved by more depth and quality arms. The Keydets ances, with six saves. Joining Hendrix in the bullpen will be Jeff Demara ’05 (Chesapeake, Va.)
return three starters from a year ago in Jeremy Harper ’03 (Seneca Rocks, W.Va.), Matt Liffick and Willie Lyles ’02 (Hampton, Va.). Demara, a four-year letter-winner at Great Bridge High
’04 (Virginia Beach, Va.), and Josh Owens ’04 (Richmond, Va.). Harper, who will now con- School, posted an 8-2 record and a 1.87 ERA in his senior season. Lyles, the lone senior on the
centrate his efforts on baseball, will see action as a weekend starter. A two-year starter, he Keydet roster, will see time in middle and short relief situations.
finished the 2001 season third on the staff in ERA. Liffick, who will see action in midweek
The 2002 schedule looks to be another exciting and challenging one. A challenging SoCon
starts, finished tied for second on the team in wins and third in innings pitched. Owens, who slate includes road trips to preseason favorites Georgia Southern and Western Carolina. In all,
led the staff in wins and starts, is coming off injuries sustained from a serious car accident the Keydets will play 30 home games this season including in-state foes George Mason, Richover the summer, had limited workouts in the fall and is questionable for the season. If healthy, mond and Norfolk State. Away opponents include Radford, VCU, Virginia Tech, Old Dominion
Owens would see action as a midweek starter. Richard Litwin ’05 (Virginia Beach, Va.) and and William and Mary.
Jimmy Thoms ’05 (Newport News, Va.) will be included in the starting rotation. Litwin, who
At press time, the Keydets had a 7-10 record, with series sweeps against Howard and Coppin
will be a weekend starter, posted a 5-2 record with a 1.44 ERA in his senior season at Ocean State. The highlight of the early season was a double-header sweep of Army on 3 March, which
Lakes High School. Thoms, who will see some midweek starts, finished his senior season at saw the Keydets stage a late comeback from a 2-0 deficit in game one.

Conferences to be Held at VMI in April
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Cadet’s National Guard Training
Turns Out To Be “Trial by Fire”
duties. Ergo, Hoover found himself thrust into the role of S-2 officer
There are lots of different factors that go into a young man’s or
for his unit. “Basically, I was thrown to the wolves,” noted Hoover.
woman’s decision to matriculate at the Institute. There are a lot of
“There I was with my little silver spot [SMP cadet rank insignia] on
different courses that a cadet’s life may take during his or her time
my cover, having to scramble and learn how to do what someone else
wearing the uniform.
would have been teaching me under normal circumstances. But I
First Classman Sean Hoover of Massillon, Ohio has tales to share on
loved it; I was having the time of my life. At the worst, I figured I would
both fronts that are certainly unique.
be ahead of the game when I went to Officer Basic Course(OBC). At
While a senior at Perry High School, Hoover undertook an ambitious
that point, I had no idea just how far ahead I would be.”
research project for his advanced placement English class on the topic
Hoover went five months without an officer in charge of his
of sexual harassment, gender integration, and hazing – specifically
training. In May 2001, a new S-2 officer came to drill, but that was the
those elements relative to the assimilation process at The Citadel.
only drill he attended before going off to OBC himself. Hoover was
At that point, Hoover was very interested in attending The Citadel to
thrust right back into the frying pan.
pursue his dream of serving his country. “As part of my research, I
“I love my unit. I don’t even mind coming back and forth from
interviewed Keith Burwell ’95 about VMI. At some point, he asked me
Ohio for drills. They’ve given me opportunities most guys could only
where I was going to school. When I told him The Citadel, he snapped
dream of receiving,” Hoover related.
at me: ‘Where? No, you’re not!’ I immediately became interested in
Hoover could never have imagined the opportunity that was just
VMI.”
Sean Hoover ’02
over the horizon. After returning from Advanced Camp in Ft. Lewis,
Many prospective cadets attend spring open houses, but how many
Wash. held during the summer of 2001, he reported back to his
prospective cadets call ahead and arrange to meet with the commandant
and selected others to present their high school English research data about assimilation Roanoke unit. He heard unit officers discussing the upcoming BCBST (Brigade Command
Battle Staff Training) exercise scheduled for Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas in Jan. 2002.
issues at military schools?
“I told them I wanted to go as our S-2 officer. I was thrilled when they said I could do that,”
Sean Hoover did.
“It was pretty wild. I showed up in my coat and tie. Col. [Jim] Joyner ’67, who was then the Hoover said excitedly. “What an incredible opportunity. I was so psyched, but I also knew I
commandant, had Sgt. Maj. Hockaday, Professor David Coffey, and a couple of cadets assemble would have a lot to learn on the fly.”
Called “Spot” by many in his unit because of the silver circle on his cover, Hoover began to
in his office to listen to what I had to say. I had little doubt about wanting to attend VMI before
prepare in earnest for his most unlikely opportunity. “At Ft. Leavenworth, it was trial by fire.
that day; I had no doubt after it.”
Sgt. Maj. Hockaday recalled the unique event. “Sean was extremely articulate, very confident, There were over 100 folks there from the Stonewall Brigade, which is commanded by Col.
and very poised in spite of having just been ushered into the presence of five strangers. He was Bob Simpson ’78, for the extensive simulation.
“We were given orders for a complex battlefield situation,” Hoover said, eyes aglow with
very competent and self-assured.”
Hoover has no second thoughts about his decision to attend VMI. “It (VMI) means a lot to excitement. Long story short, we had to dissect and digest the orders, then we had to produce
me. Sure, it can be a miserable place, but I feel good about the fact I’ve made the sacrifices the intelligence preparation of the battlefield. My saving grace was the junior NCO (E-7) with
I’ve made. When I go home, it sure separates me from my peers. A friend will call and tell me our unit, Specialist John Toland, a recent Virginia Tech graduate, who acted as senior intelligence
he’s suffering in school because he’s spending too much time drinking beer. I’m glad I’m not analyst. We were both in the hot seat.
“And we both loved every minute of it,” he added with a wry grin. “I went there to learn, and
doing that.
“After four years here, I can’t imagine there is any kind of curve ball someone could throw I certainly learned more than I ever could have under any other circumstances. A couple of
days, we worked 20 hours, but it went by quickly.”
at me that I couldn’t handle,” he said matter-of-factly.
Towards the end of the exercise, Colonel Simpson told Hoover, “I’ve been hearing about
One whopper of a curve ball got hurled Sean’s way, but he handled it far beyond anyone’s
you.” Still, Hoover was surprised when Simpson began his closing remarks by saying, “I want
expectations.
After returning from Airborne School at Ft. Benning, Ga. in the fall of 2000, Hoover was to single out a few individuals.” The commanding officer then lauded the efforts of Hoover and
awarded an Army Guaranteed Reserve Forces Duty Scholarship (GRFD), which required his Toland and awarded them certificates of achievement. Three officers received medals, which
participation in the Army’s Simultaneous Membership Program (SMP). In SMP, a cadet attends launched Hoover on a mission to get Toland a medal.
“I told the powers-that-be that John deserved a medal, and they said they would see what
school while shadowing an officer as a participant in National Guard drills. “I guess it is
they could do,” he recalled. At the February 2002 Guard drill in Roanoke, an insistent voice
supposed to be like being a ‘3rd lieutenant,’” Hoover quipped.
Hoover elected to seek the GRFD option as he was not certain whether or not he wished to snapped, “Cadet Hoover, you need to be down here in five minutes!”
Hoover, who was lost in thought on an S-2 project, wondered why his attendance was being
pursue an active duty career as an officer right after graduation. “I love the military, but I’m
still not sure if I want to go to graduate school after VMI or pursue the military. I know for sure suddenly required. He was pleased and proud when Specialist Toland was called forward and
that I want to pursue a career in the intelligence field. Again, I’m not sure if I’m interested awarded the Army Achievement Medal for his efforts at BCBST.
“That was cool when they gave John his medal. I was shocked when they then called out my
primarily in military intelligence or civilian intelligence. This choice allows me to keep some
name and awarded me the same medal,” he continued. “I love the National Guard, and I love
options open.”
th
For his National Guard duty, Hoover was assigned to Headquarters Co., 1-116 Infantry, the opportunities it has given me. I’ve had the best of both worlds. Working with the Army
29th Infantry Division (Light) in Roanoke to shadow an S-2 (intelligence) officer. At his first ROTC program at VMI has been awesome, too.”
Whether Sean Hoover ends up working in military intelligence or in the human intelligence
drill in November 2000, Hoover shadowed Captain Kent Doane ’89, who was the only officer
collection arena, one thing is certain. There is no sense wasting any curve balls on him.
in the S-2 section.
As fate would have it, that was the only drill Doane would attend before moving to other

Calendar of Events
Tuesday, 19 March:
Publications Board meeting.
Wednesday, 20 March:
Jonathan Daniels ’61 Ceremony.
Friday, 22 March:
Open House Weekend
Spring Hops
Class Agents Conference.
4:30 p.m., Parade, Parade Ground.
Saturday, 23 March:
Open House Weekend
Spring Hops
Class Agents Conference
Monday, 26 March:
Bloodmobile
Phi Eta Sigma induction.
Phi Kappa Phi induction.
Tuesday, 27 March:
Bloodmobile
2 p.m., Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall.
Wednesday, 28 March:
Bloodmobile
Friday, 29 March:
Virginia Social Sciences Association meeting.
4:30 p.m., Parade, Parade Ground.
Monday,1 April:
VFT Testing (Apr. 1 - Apr. 5)
Wednesday, 3 April:
ROTC Control day.
Friday, 5 April:
Spring FTX (Apr. 5 - Apr. 9).
AF Dining out.

Theatre Presents Children’s Play

The VMI Theatre will perform “Reynard the Fox,” a 15th-century animal folktale, on March
24, at 2 and 4 p.m. in the Nichols Engineering Building auditorium on the VMI Post. AdmisWednesday, 10 April:
sion is free. The Theatre previously gave performances of the play on March 3 for area children.
Environment Virginia Conference. (Page 5).
An all-cadet cast will perform the story of Reynard the Fox, a smart, rascally creature, who
Thursday, 11 April:
Environment Virginia Conference. (Page 5).
loves to play tricks on the other animals - much to their annoyance. When the other animals
Friday, 11 April:
turn to their King for help in punishing Reynard, it appears that the fox is in serious trouble;
Third Grading Period ends.
but his accusers quickly learn that he has a few more tricks up his sleeve.
4:30 p.m., Parade, Parade Ground.
The play is a good-natured criticism of the human race, commenting on the good and the
Saturday, 12 April:
bad elements in everyone, and the hypocrisy of those who would be the judge of others.
7th Demerit Period ends.
Tuesday, 16 April:
Tony Peters heads the cadet cast as Reynard the Fox, with Daren Williams as Bruin the Bear,
Marshall ROTC Awards Conference. (Apr. 16 - Apr. John Leon as Isegrim the Wolf, Bree Ann Adams as Pertilot the Owl, Ryan Shealy as Noble the
19).
Lion, and Ben Harris as Bellin the Sheep.
Thursday, 18 April:
Directed by VMI Theatre Director Joellen Bland, the play is a revival of a children’s theatre
4:30 p.m., Parade, Parade Ground.
concept which included performances of “Tom Sawyer” and “A Connecticut Yankee In King
Friday, 19 April:
4:30 p.m., Parade, Parade Ground.
Arthur’s Court,” toured to Lexington and Rockbridge County schools in the early 1990s. JudgSaturday, 20 April:
ing from the success of “Reynard the Fox” this year, with both audiences and cadet performers,
Open House Weekend.
the VMI Theatre will plan other children’s theatre plays in the future.
FE Exam, Cameron Hall.
Anyone wishing additional information on the March 24 performances may call the VMI
Band Concert, J.M. Hall.
Theatre Office at 464-7839, or Mrs. Bland at 463-7103, Ext. 235.
Tuesday, 23 April:
Publications Board meeting.
Wednesday, 24 April:
2 p.m., Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall.
Thursday, 25 April:
3 p.m., Friends of Preston Library meeting, lecture
by Gen. William B. Rossen, Preston Library.
6 p.m., Alumni Early-Arrival Rec., Moody Hall.
7:30 p.m., Lecture, Dr. Lesley Francis - “Robert
Frost: The Spanish Connection,” Nichols
Engineering.
8 p.m., VMI Theatre production, “One for the Pot,”
Lejeune Hall.

EEO Statement from Governor
Executive Order Number 1 (2002) signed by Governor Mark Warner, and effective January 12, 2002, reads in part:
“...it is the firm and unwavering policy of the Commonwealth of Virginia to assure equal opportunity in all facets of
state government.”
“This policy specifically prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, sex, color, national origin, religion, age, or
political affiliation, or against otherwise qualified persons with disabilities.
“State appointing authorities and other management principals are hereby directed to take affirmative measures,
as determined by the Director of the Department of Human Resource Management, to emphasize the recruitment of
qualified minorities, women, disabled persons, and older Virginians to serve at all levels of state government. This
directive does not permit or require the lowering of bonafide job requirements, performance standards, or qualifications to give preference to any state employee or applicant for state employment.”
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2002 VMI Baseball Outlook
With more depth, more speed, more talent, improved arm strength, and better
athletes, the prospects of improving on last
year’s 15-32 record are bright both in the
field and at the plate. Coach Tom Slater’s ball
club returns 11 letter-winners from a year
ago along with the addition of 12 newcomers.
Slater enters his second season at VMI with
a young and much improved team. Of the
27 members on the 2002 roster, 20 of those
are either freshman or sophomores.
“I was very pleased with our team’s look
this fall. We used practices and intra-squad
games to evaluate conditioning and the
progress of our returning players and evaluate our freshman. This fall I noticed vast
improvement in our ability to throw strikes
with velocity and our improvement defensively. Also, our team speed on the baseball
diamond has improved tremendously,” said Pitcher Duke Acors ’05 leads a sterling
Coach Slater.
recruiting class for Coach Tom Slater’s
This year’s infield will have a “youthful Keydets, having been recognized as one of the
look” as only one player from last season top recruits in the Southern Conference by
returns with significant playing time. At first Baseball America. As a starting pitcher, Acors
base, Elliott Erbe ’05 (Portsmouth, Va.) will is 2-2 with a 2.48 ERA, and has 21 strikeouts
get the starting nod. Erbe, a three-year let- versus just six walks, two complete games
ter-winner at Western Branch High School, (one a shutout) and has combined for
is a sure-handed defender as well as a solid another shutout. During one stretch of the
middle-of-the-lineup hitter. Erbe could also young season, he pitched 22-1/3 innings
see some action in right field. Backing up without surrendering a run.
Erbe at first base will be Jon Wade ’05
(Marietta, Ga.). Wade, who also possesses good defensive skills, was an All- Cobb County
Honorable Mention selection in his senior year at Harrison High School where he hit .385 in
2001. At second base, Henry Lynch ’05 (Washington, D.C.) will handle most of the starts in
2002. Lynch, a three-year letter-winner at Dematha Catholic, was an all-league and all-county
selection in his senior season. Backing up Lynch will be Jon Hadra ’04 (Richmond, Va.).
Hadra, who saw limited action in 22 games in 2001, will also see action at third base. Another
freshman, Matt Smith ’05 (Chesapeake, Va.), will handle the starting duties at shortstop. Smith,
a very athletic and speedy middle infielder, was a second team all-district selection in 2000
and 2001. Duke Acors ’05 (Richmond, Va.), along with Hadra and Jason Annis ’03 (Placentia,
Calif.), and Allen Kent ’04 (Richmond, Va.) will all see action at third base. Acors, who will
also see significant time in the starting pitching rotation, was a four-year letterwinner at Atlee
High School. Annis, who started all 47 games last season at shortstop, hit .282 with 16 doubles.
Kent, who mainly saw action on the mound in relief appearances last season, could see action
at third when Acors is on the mound.
Andy Barden ’03 (Chesterfield, Va.) and Justin Briggs ’03 (Rustburg, Va.) return behind the
plate for the Keydets. Barden, who started 32 games behind the plate in 2001, had a good fall
workout and will look to have a strong junior season. Briggs had 31 starts last season at
catcher or DH and finished the 2001 season on fire hitting .500 in the final month and .320 in
SoCon action. Matt Cage ’04 (Richmond, Va.) will provide more depth behind the plate after
appearing in 11 games last season.
Two experienced starters return in the Keydet outfield. Zach Kennedy ’04(Richmond, Va.)
will move to left field after starting 33 games in center last year. Kennedy, who finished second
on the team in home runs and third in RBI’s and doubles, had a great fall season and will be
looked upon for more offense this season. Ben Rand ’04 (South Boston, Va.) will start in
center. Rand, who started in 43 games playing all three outfield positions a year ago, possesses
great speed both on the base paths and in the outfield. Rand, who is also the starting point
guard on the Keydet basketball team, will be the lead-off hitter for coach Slater once basketball season ends in March. Matt Leake ’05 (Chesapeake, Va.), along with J.R. Royston ’04
(Stafford, Va.) and Erbe will all see action in right field. A first team all-district selection at
Great Bridge High School, Leake is a very skilled athlete who possesses great offensive skills
and improving defense. Royston, a surprise for the Keydet coaching staff this fall, could see
some significant time in right field. Chris Brooks ’05 (Shepherdstown, W.Va.) will also see
Continued on page 6
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Player Profile: Jason Conley
* On the verge of becoming the
first freshman in NCAA history
to lead the nation in scoring.
* Became the first player to be
named Southern Conference
player of the year and freshman
of the year in the same season.
Was selected the the league
media association.
* Named to the 10-man District III
Basketball writers team and was
the only non-ACC player named
to the squad.
* Named Associated Press
honorable mention All-America.
* Averaged 29.3 points entering
the tourney which was the
highest Southern Conference
scoring average since Richmond’s
Bob McCurdy who averaged 32.9
points in 1974-75 (who also led
the nation in scoring).
* Named
2002
Southern
Conference Freshman of the Year
by the league coaches - the first
Keydet since Brent Conley in
1996 (no relation).
* Named to Dick Vitale’s All-Diaper Dandy Team joining nation’s top freshman T.J. Ford of
Texas, Channing Frye of Arizona, Julius Hodge of N.C. State, Rick Rickert of Minnesota,
Chris Thomas of Notre Dame, and Dajuan Wagner of Memphis.
* Named the nation’s top freshman at midseason by Sports Illustrated and was the subject
of a featured spotlight article in the February 18th edition of the magazine.
* Was featured on ESPN’s SportsCenter February 23rd and 24th.
* Scored 38 points at Villanova (12/22), 26 points at Virginia Tech (12/3), 25 points at
Virginia (1/24), 25 points at Richmond (12/28), and led all game scorers against Kentucky
(12/5) with 24 points. Averaged 27.6 points and 8.2 rebounds in those five games.
* Tied a new VMI school record with 42 points against Western Carolina on February 9. He
equaled the mark set by Ron Carter in 1978.
* Named Southern Conference Player of the Week three times, December 4th, January 2nd,
and February 5th.
* Has proven he is more than a scorer - led the Southern Conference in steals with 82
(ranks 8th nationally), and was tied for third in rebounding with a 8.0 average.
* Had nine double-doubles on the season.
* Led the team in free throw percentage with an 81.8 percent mark.
* Nicknamed “Coop” for his striking resemblance to lead star on ABC’s stellar 90’s sitcom
“Hanging With Mr. Cooper”.

Three VMI wrestlers
will compete at the
NCAA Wrestling
Championships in
Albany, NY from 2123 March. Matt
Erwin ’02 (174 lbs,
center) and Adam
Britt ’03 (157 lbs,
right) were Southern Conference
champions in their
respective weight
classes and earned
automatic bids;
Mark DiSalvo ’05
(141 lbs, left) was chosen as an at-large representative by the Southern Conference
coaches. Britt set a VMI record for wins in a season with 37 and was named an AllSouthern Conference performer for the second time. Erwin makes his third trip to
the NCAA championships in as many years of competition.
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