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Dennis A. Johnson ’81

G. Gilmer Minor III ’63

Jay Raymond Sculley ’62

Governor Jim Gilmore has announced the appointments of G. Gilmer Minor III, Dennis Johnson and Jay Raymond
Sculley and the reappointment of Sue Ellen Rocovich to Virginia Military Institute’s Board of Visitors.
“These distinguished individuals bring a wide range of professional expertise and experience to VMI,” Governor
Gilmore said. “I am confident their innovative leadership will continue to foster academic excellence and uphold VMI’s
national reputation for outstanding military training.”
Minor, VMI Class of 1963, is chairman and chief executive officer of Owens & Minor Inc., a $3 billion Fortune 500
distributor of medical and surgical supplies to hospitals, nursing homes and physicians. Minor holds a bachelor’s degree
in history from VMI and is a graduate of the University of Virginia’s Colgate Darden School of Business Administration.
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William J. Stockwell Named Acting Dean
VMI Superintendent Major General Josiah Bunting III has appointed Colonel
William J. Stockwell to a one-year term as Acting Dean of the Faculty beginning July 1.
He replaces Brigadier General Alan F. Farrell, who is taking a sabbatical leave during
the first semester of the 2000-2001 academic year before returning to the classroom
at the start of the second semester as a full professor in modern languages. Even in his
administrative positions, General Farrell has taught French or English each semester
since coming to VMI in 1995.
“In my time as Superintendent, I have been very impressed with Col. Stockwell’s
efforts in the Dean’s office, and I have every confidence in his ability to lead our future
academic endeavors,” said Gen. Bunting.
. . has been Associate Dean
Col. Stockwell, aIn
1974this
graduateedition.
of Springfield College,
of the Faculty since 1994. He joined the VMI faculty in 1975 and rose to full professor
of physical education, remaining with that department until his promotion to associate dean. He earned his Ph.D. in
Health Education from the University of Virginia in 1984.
In addition to classroom duties, he has served as director of VMI’s summer session program, director of physical
fitness testing and remedial fitness, taught a computer application course to first-year cadets and adults in VMI’s evening
college, and was a lecturer in health education at the University of Virginia. From 1982 to 1992, he was chairman of the
VMI Drug Abuse Committee. In this area, he was a consultant to the University of Virginia for alcohol education programs,
a trainer for peer alcohol and counseling programs at Washington & Lee, and implemented alcohol and tobacco related
workshops for Region Ten Community Services Board in Charlottesville. In 1986 he received VMI’s Thomas Jefferson
Distinguished Teaching Award.

Continued on page 13
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McDonald to Serve as
Assistant Dean of the Faculty

Head of Department of
Economics and Business Dies

Col. William J. Stockwell, Acting Dean
of the Faculty, has named Lt. Col. Robert L.
McDonald part-time assistant Dean. Lt. Col.
McDonald’s appointment, effective July 24,
will run through June 30, 2001. In addition
to his duties in the Dean’s Office, he will teach
part-time in the Department of English and
Fine Arts and will continue his with duties as
Director of Writing, including Writing Across
the Curriculum.
Lt. Col. McDonald joined the VMI faculty
in 1992 having received his Ph.D. earlier that year from Texas Christian University.
He earned his BA from Winthrop College and his MA from East Tennessee State
University.
During his tenure, he has been honored both as a teacher and researcher.
In 1997, he received the Thomas Jefferson Teaching Award, presented to an
outstanding junior member of the faculty, and the following year won the Matthew
Fontaine Maury Research Award. He has written four books including two on
literary figure Erskine Caldwell. His fifth book, entitled Southern Women
Playwrights: Essays in Literary History and Criticism, is scheduled for
publication late this year.
He is also the founder and coordinator for the Spilman Symposium, an
annual conference on Issues in Teaching Writing. This October will mark the
seventh to be held at VMI.
“I can’t tell you how pleased I am that we’ve been able to attract a faculty
member to our office who combines the considerable talents and amiable
disposition that Rob possesses,” said Col. Stockwell. “ I know he will be a valuable
addition to our team and that his relationships with the faculty will be positive.”

Col. Michael Reclam (61), professor
and head of the Department of Economics &
Business, died suddenly on July 27 at the
Augusta Medical Center in Waynesboro, Va.
Col. Reclam, joined the VMI faculty in
1986, following two years as an assistant
professor at the University of Montana. He
rose rapidly through the ranks in the
economics & business department receiving
tenure in 1990. He achieved full professor
status in 1994 and was also named
department head that year.
A much-respected teacher and colleague, he was presented VMI’s
Distinguished Teacher Award in 1996. During his tenure, he served as foreign
student advisor, chairman of the curriculum and instruction committee of the
academic board, a member of the VMI research committee and departmentscheduling officer.
A native of Berlin, Germany, he was educated in West Germany through
high school. His undergraduate and graduate work was done in the State of
California University system. He earned his B.A. in sociology from California
State/Northridge and his M.A. and Ph.D. in economics from the University of
California/Riverside.
Col. Reclam is survived by his wife Loretta and two daughters, Rachel (11)
and Hannah (9). A memorial service was held in VMI’s J.M. Hall on August 21.

Tucker’s 12th Book Published
Encyclopedia of the Korean War: A Political, Social, and Military History,
a book edited by Col. Spencer C. Tucker, professor and John Biggs ’30 Cincinnati
Professor of Military History, is now available. Col. Paul Pierpaoli, Conquest
Chairholder, served as one of the assistant editors.
The encyclopedia is a three-volume work containing entries by Col. Tucker,
Col. Pierpaoli, and also seventeen VMI cadets. The first two volumes contain
more than 600 entries with 150 illustrations and 20 maps. The third volume has
147 primary source documents. It is the most comprehensive reference work to
date on the Korean War.
Col. Tucker was also guest editor for the recently-published The Korean
War issue of the Organization of American Historians Magazine of History. Col.
Tucker produced the entire issue, including determining topics, lining up
contributors and editing the content. Col. Tucker, Col. Pierpaoli, and Stanley
Sandler, former holder of the Conquest Chair, contributed essays to the issue.
Col. Tucker’s work, The Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War, published by
ABC-CLIO in 1998, which won three major reference book awards including
Library Journal “Best Reference Source 1998” has just been published in onevolume abridged version by Oxford University Press. The same title, Encyclopedia
of the Vietnam War, it is an alternate selection of the History Book Club.

The Institute Report
Mr. Cary Branch ’49B, of Charlottesville, Va, speaks to cadets at one of the
pre-Korea Symposium events held September 5-7. Branch was on post as
part of panel dicussion with two other Korean War veterans. They discussed
their experiences in and observations of the Korean War (1950-53) as
part of the VMI and the George C. Marshall Museum 50th Anniversary
Commemorative Symposium. The symposium was held September 14-15
at VMI.
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Samdahl Named Interim
Director of Information Services
Col. William J. Stockwell, Acting Dean of the Faculty, named Col. Donald H.
Samdahl, Jr. as Interim Director of Information Services effective August 1. Col.
Samdahl will serve in this capacity until a permanent Director of Information
Services is hired.
During this period, Col. Samdahl will serve as both Interim Director of
Information Services and Head Librarian.
In making the announcement, Col. Stockwell remarked, “I have utmost
confidence in Col. Samdahl’s ability to lead the information services department
through this period of transition. I believe he has the right balance of excellent
managerial skills and technical expertise to make a very positive contribution
both within the information services department and across the Institute as a
whole.”
VMI will begin a national search for a permanent director as soon as
possible.
Col. Charles E. Fraley, former head of the Information Services Department,
rejoins the Department of Economics and Business as a professor.
Col. Fraley has worked diligently for 16 years, first as Director of Academic
Computing, then as Assistant Provost for Information Systems and
Telecommunications during which time he oversaw the operation of Preston
Library and information systems and telecommunications, and most recently as
Director of Information Services.
“During his tenure he brought the department a long way in an
extraordinarily difficult position, and he should be commended for a job well
done,” said Col. Stockwell. “VMI owes him a great debt of gratitude.”

A New Academic Year Yields
Positive Reports for the Institute
Beginning the new academic year, VMI has received high rankings in the
2000 edition of the Chronicle of Higher Education Almanac and America’s Best
Colleges 2001 published by U.S. News & World Report.
In the Almanac’s section of Largest Endowments Per Student, the VMI
Foundation once again ranks first among all public colleges in the nation. At
$170,779 per student, VMI has the only college foundation with six figures in
this category. This level of support has become increasingly important, as the
Foundation and VMI Keydet Club will provide 28.4 percent of the current $42.5
million VMI budget.
To maintain this ranking, further distance itself from the field, and increase
private support to VMI, the Foundation will announce the public phase of the
campaign on October 21st of this year.
VMI’s proven excellence as an institution of higher education is borne out
in the most recent edition of U.S. News & World Report’s “America’s Best Colleges”
rankings, that rated VMI the second best public national liberal arts college.
The categories in which colleges are rated by U.S. News are based
on the Carnegie Foundation's classification system in which VMI competes among
the nation's elite liberal arts colleges such as Amherst, Swarthmore, or Wellesley,
most of which are private. VMI placed in U.S. News' third tier of all natonal
liberal arts colleges, public & private. VMI's ranking criteria also compared
very favorably with schools such as The Citadel and James Madison University,
which were ranked in the top ten among “Southern Public Universities.”
In addition, VMI finished in a tie for 21st (among 75 schools) for
undergraduate engineering programs at schools without a PhD program. VMI’s
civil engineering program ranked 8th, and its mechanical engineering program
14th, among specific engineering disciplines.
Also of note, VMI ranked 20th in “least debt” accumulated by graduates
from national liberal arts colleges, a significant objective indicator of VMI’s
educational value.
The Institute Report, September 15, 2000

The Honorable George G. Phillips ’60, Chairman of the VMI Capital
Campaign, speaks to members of the VMI faculty and staff on September 7
in Jackson Memorial Hall. Phillips is flanked by VMI Superintendent Major
General Josiah Bunting III ’63 (right) and VMI Public Relations Director
Colonel Mike Strickler ’71. Phillips encouraged 100 percent faculty and
staff participation prior to the public kickoff on October 21. (See Capital
Campaign story on page 4.)

Spilman Symposium October 14
The Department of English and Fine Arts and The Writing Programs at VMI
present the seventh annual Spilman Symposium On Issues In Teaching Writing –
“What We’ve Learned at School: Stories from the Classroom.” on October 14 in
Scott Shipp Hall.
Featured speakers for this year’s symposium are: Stephen M. North,
professor of English at the University at Albany, SUNY; Lisa Ede, profesor of English
and Director of the Center for Writing and Learning at Oregon State University;
and Andrea Abernethy Lunsford, professor of English at Stanford University.
Events begin with a welcome at 8:50 a.m. by Col. William J. Stockwell,
Acting Dean of the Faculty at VMI. At 9 a.m., Steve North will speak to those in
attendance. The title of his presentation is “Learning to Write is Hard, and It
Takes a Long Time.” Following lunch, Lisa Ede and Andrea Lunsford, will make
their presentation: “Writing (On- and Off-Line) in the Twenty-First Century.”
Those in attendance will participate in group discussions after each presentation.
The Symposium is supported by the Robert S. Spilman, VMI Class of 1896,
and the Robert S. Spilman, Jr., VMI Class of 1928, Fund for Excellence in Writing,
established by Mrs. Samuel R. Sutphin in honor of her father and brother. Since
1997, additional funding has been provided by the VMI Writing Programs.

Tenure, Promotions
Receiving tenure is: Lt. Col. Holly J. Richardson, associate professor of
physical education.
Receiving promotions are: Maj. J. Shawn Addington, assistant professor of
electrical engineering to lieutenant colonel and associate professor; Lt. Col. Eric
D. Hutchings, USA (Ret.) to colonel in the Virginia Militia; Maj. Gary M. Levenson,
USA (Ret.) to lieutenant colonel in the Virginia Militia; Lt. Col. Rose Mary Sheldon,
associate professor of history to colonel and professor; Maj. D. Todd Smith,
assistant professor of electrical engineering to lieutenant colonel and associate
professor; and Capt. Kenneth A. Winter, reference librarian to major.
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Scott Shipp Hall
Open for Classes
The steeple of the Lexington
Presbyterian Church is in flames
from a fire which gutted the
sanctuary on July 18. Through
tireless efforts of numerous area
fire department crews, the fire was
contained to the sanctuary with
only minimal damage to the
adjoining Sunday school building.
The church, built in 1844 at the
corner of Main and Nelson streets
was a National Historic Landmark
and over the years, home to
hundreds of VMI cadets and VMI
faculty and staff. The congregation
of the church plans to restore the
church to its pre-fire glory. Those
wishing to make tax-deductible
contributions to assist in the
restoration of the Lexington
Presbyterian Church should send
checks (clearly marked “Church
Restoration Fund”) to: Lexington
Presbyterian Church: Main and
Nelson Streets; Lexington, VA 24450.

Post-wide Capital Campaign Begins
With the goal of 100% participation, VMI kicked off the faculty/staff segment of the capital campaign for VMI, the
public phase of which will be announced in late October. VMI and agency employees, who work for or at VMI, attended
the event held September 7th in J.M. Hall. The program consisted of a series of short speeches by VMI Superintendent
Major General Josiah Bunting III, The Honorable George G. Phillips, Jr., national campaign chairman, Col. Spencer
Tucker, faculty coordinator and a guest appearance, via video, of the Institute’s first Superintendent Francis H. Smith,
played by Col. Keith Gibson, director of VMI Museum Programs. Each person at the event was given a hat to commemorate
the occasion. Hats will be delivered to those unable to attend.
Mini-sessions, with light refreshments for all faculty and staff, have been coordinated for the weeks of September
11th and 18th. At these sessions, the on-post VMI family will be given a pamphlet and briefed on the campaign. The
pamphlet includes a tear-off pledge card. Representatives from each department or area will collect the pledge cards by
Friday October 6th. The theme of participation not dollar amounts was and will be stressed at both the kickoff and the
mini-sessions. A strong percentage effort by those employed by the Institute or on-post agencies will send a message of
support and provide the impetus for the VMI Development Agencies’ effort to raise a record amount in gifts and pledges.
The following is a list of those coordinating the faculty/staff segment of the campaign and the department
representatives: faculty coordinators, Col. Spencer Tucker ’59 and Lt. Col. Holly Richardson; staff coordinator, Col. Mike
Strickler ’71; faculty emeritus coordinator, Maj. Gen. James M. Morgan, Jr. ’45; admissions/protocol/hospital, Snookie
Caldwell; alumni agencies, Donnie Ross ’74; barracks/Lejeune Hall, SGM Al Hockaday; biology, Col. Burwell Wingfield;
buildings and grounds, Janet Bryant, Brownlee Tolley, Steve Zollman; Carroll Hall, Col. Sam Ratcliffe ’74, Col. Tim Golden
’71; chemistry, Col. Steve Riethmiller ’63; civil and environmental engineering, CDR Ned Riester ’78; economics and
business, Lt. Col. Roy O’Connor; electrical engineering, Col. Dan Barr ’74; English and fine arts, Col. Bill Badgett ’53;
history, Col. Tom Davis ’64; intercollegiate athletics, John Trudgeon, BG Mike Bozeman; international studies, Col. Pat
Mayerchak; Marshall Foundation, Linda Maini; mathematics and computer science, Col. George Piegari; Maury Brooke
Richardson/Infill, Bill Clark, John Wilson; mechanical engineering, Capt. Michael Sexton; modern languages, Col. Mike
Harris; physical education, Lt. Col. Holly Richardson; physics and astronomy, Col. Phil Peters ’57; Preston Library/
information services, Lt. Col. Diane Jacob; psychology/philosophy, Lt. Col. Thomas Meriwether; Smith Hall, Col. Susan
Barr, Kathy Gilbert; VMI Museum, Barbara Blakey; and local retired faculty/staff, Col. Hart Slater.
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Renovation of
Office Space Continues
With remodeling ongoing,
Scott Shipp Hall opened for
classroom use only on August 22.
A temporary certificate of
occupancy made it possible for
faculty and cadets to begin to use
the renovated facility.
The building, which houses the
liberal arts departments of the
Institute – history; economics
and business; English; international studies and political science; and modern languages and
cultures – is expected to be
granted a permanent certificate
of occupancy on Sept. 23.
Meanwhile, faculty members
continue to work from the
temporary offices established
when the renovation of the
venerable classroom building
began. Just about all of the new
mobile audio-visual equipment
has arrived. Work continues on
the installation of the overhead
projection systems that are being
installed in many of the building's
classrooms. This will add a
sophistication of delivery of
classroom materials second to
none.
Work continues on the
computer networking of faculty
offices. It is hoped this work will
be completed by the end of
September.
“I’d like to thank all faculty
members and cadets for their
gracious patience throughout this
important project,” said Col. William Stockwell, Acting Dean of the
Faculty. “The end result will be a
modern, state-of-the-art classroom facility that will greatly enhance the learning environment
for all involved.”
“All of us at the Institute owe a
huge debt of gratitude,” Stockwell
continued, “to (Director of
Facilities Planning and Physical
Plant) Bob Wells and (Assistant
Director for Capital Outlay)
Brownlee Tolley for their
extraordinary efforts in getting
the building ready for use.”
The Institute Report, September 15, 2000

Appointments
Continued from page 1

Minor serves on the Board of Directors of the Virginia Biotechnology Research
Park. He is immediate past president of the VMI Foundation, Inc. and former
member of the Keydet Club’s Board of Governors.
While a cadet, he helped found the Pioneer Investment Club, served on the
Ring Figure Committee and was a member of the Political Science Society. He
played football all four years of his cadetship and co-captained the 1962 Southern
Conference championship team. In baseball, he was named all-conference
catcher and co-captained the 1963 team and is a member of VMI’s Sports Hall
of Fame. He served on the athletic council for two years and was president of the
Monogram Club.
Johnson, VMI Class of 1981, is a managing director of Salomon Smith Barney
Inc., and President and CIO of Peachtree Asset Management. He is a former
assistant director of research at Capitoline Investment Services Inc. and a former
treasury analyst at Blue Cross and Blue Shield. He is a trustee of the VMI
Foundation Inc., and serves as a member of its Executive Committee. He has
also served as treasurer of the Alumni Association Atlanta Chapter. Johnson holds
a bachelor’s degree in economics from VMI and a master’s degree in finance
from Virginia Commonwealth University.
While a cadet at VMI, Johnson was a four year starting member of the
basketball team. During his career he scored 1,256 points and ranks 14th on
VMI’s career scoring list. He was also a member of the Promaji Club, the
Monogram Club, and the Society of Young Economists.
Dr. Sculley is a 1962 graduate of VMI with a bachelor’s degree in civil
engineering. Currently, Sculley serves as chairman and CEO of Allied Research
Corporation, where he is responsible for four subsidiaries located in the United
Kingdom, Belgium and the United States. Sculley also holds a Ph.D. in
environmental engineering from Johns Hopkins University. In addition, for eight
years he served as Assistant Secretary of the Army for research, development,
and acquisition. Sculley is a member of the VMI Research Laboratories Board of
Directors. A veteran of the VMI faculty, he headed the Department of Civil
Engineering from 1978 to 1981.
During his cadetship, he was a distinguished Air Force cadet. and first
class lieutenant. He was also a four-year member of the soccer team, serving as
captain for two years, and member of the American Society of Civil Engineers.
Dr. Rocovich is an emergency room physician at Allegheny Regional Hospital
in Lowmoor, Va. Dr. Rocovich earned a bachelor’s degree in biology from Mary
Baldwin College and a Ph.D. in genetics from Virginia Tech. She earned a Doctor
of Osteopathy degree from the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine.
She is the co-founder of the Allegheny Emergency Physicians Inc. Dr. Rocovich
was appointed to the Board in November 1997 to fill the unexpired term of
Robert Bobb.

McGuckian to Read From Her Work
Award-winning Irish poet Medbh
McGuckian will read from her work Saturday,
September 30 at 1 p.m. in the Preston Library
Turman Room.
McGuckian is recognized as one of the
most “audacious and important” poets writing
in English today and as “the most white-hot
Irish poets since Yeats.” She has written
several volumes of verse, including The Flower
Master, On Ballycastle Beach, and Captain
Lavender.
Her work appears in numerous anthologies and she has garnered many
prizes, including the Poetry Society’s Alice Hunt Bartlett Award and the Bass
Ireland Award for Literature, as well as the praise of critics.
The Institute Report, September 15, 2000

First Classman Will Alley hauls in
one of two 50-yard pass receptions
he would make against William &
Mary on September 9. Despite
Alley's four total receptions for 120
yards--the most by any Keydet
receiver in nearly two seasons--the
Keydet football team succumbed to
the Tribe 55-15.

COVITS 2000 – September 27-28
The second annual Commonwealth of Virginia Information Technology
Symposium (COVITS) will take place in Cameron Hall September 27-28. Hosted
by the Council on Technology Services and the Secretary of Technology, COVITS
2000 will gather the top business and strategic planning leaders of state agencies,
institutions of higher education and local government with the top technology
leaders in state and local government. Last year, over 400 people participated in
the first COVITS, setting the stage for the important electronic government
initiatives launched in recent months.
This year, COVITS will focus on a critical issue facing all levels of government,
information security, and privacy or the challenge of protecting our citizens’
and customers’ private information.
COVITS is the only occasion during the year that the Council on Technology
Services gathers with agency and higher education, business and information
technology leaders to exchange ideas, network, discuss, and make plans for the
coming year.

Cadet Receives Scholarship
Cadet Jason Breeding ’02, a chemistry major from Lebanon, Va., is one of
93 recipients of a scholarship from Phi Eta Sigma, the National Freshman Honor
Society. The $1,000 scholarship is to be used for full-time undergraduate study
during the 2000-2001 school year.
As a national college and scholastic honor society for freshmen, Phi Eta
Sigma encourages and rewards high scholastic attainment in institutions of higher
learning. Cadets who were inducted earned grade point averages of 3.5 or better
and were in good disciplinary standing during the first semester of their freshman
year at VMI. Phi Eta Sigma was organized in 1923 at the University of Illinois
and today has over 300 chapters throughout the United States.
The VMI Chapter of Phi Eta Sigma inducted new members from the Class of
2003 on March 21. The inductees were: David M. Bartles, Andrew C. Biesterveld,
William F. Blanton, Stuart R. Chambers, Aaron M. Fegley, Jordan E. Fox, Alia I.
Hamad, Thomas F. Hancock, Peter F. Hugger, Ryan T. King, Patrick V. Lavoie,
William J. Matkins, Barrett F. McIlhenny, Daniel M. McNair, Joshua P. Middleton,
Matthew A. Miles, Peter M. Miller, Harry P. Montoro, Drew B. Murphy, Curtis B.
Nieboer, James L. Nelson, III, Seth G. Ostlund, Robert J. Osypowicz, Michael R.
Poliquin, Galen W. Swank, Evan J. Szymanski, Christopher C. Walsh, Karen M.
Wheeler, Adam J. Wymer, and Michael Lokale.
Elected as officers for 2000 were: Peter Hugger, president; Thomas
Hancock, vice president; William Blanton, treasurer; and Drew Murphy, secretary.
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Protocol Officer Enjoys the Challenge of New Position
interesting people, and I always enjoy that opportunity.”
In the small Vermont village of Essex Junction, nestled in
Hers is not just a professional existence of arranging
the shadows of the Adirondack and Green Mountains, Robert
lodging, itineraries, gifts and seating charts. Her additional
Frost gave the youngest of his three children, Valerie, a gift that
duties as the Institute’s Training and Investigations Officer
she has never forgotten.
expand her duties into an entirely different arena.
Time and again, he told her, “You can do anything you
“During my years in active duty with the Army, I
want to do. You just have to decide you want to do it, and then
realized that not all males are totally enlightened about dealing
do it.”
with women in a professionally appropriate manner. Many of
“It is so wonderful to have parents who always support
them had grown up in a different era when not as many women
me in any endeavor I undertake,” said Maj. Valerie Jackson,
worked outside the home as today,” she said.
who currently serves as Protocol and Training and Investigations
Maj. Valerie F. Jackson
Maj. Jackson works with faculty, staff and cadets on
Officer for the Institute. An enthusiastic and personable woman,
Jackson has served in this role since replacing Col. Mike Bissell ’61, the first to an ongoing basis to instruct them on issues of sexual harassment and related
serve the Institute in the dual roles. Jackson had been Bissell’s assistant prior to issues. “With the advent of coeducation, it is imperative that all on Post understand
what is and what is not acceptable when men and women interact. There have
his retirement.
“Working with Col. Bissell was one of the great honors of my professional been a few bumps along the way, but for the most part, everyone here has taken
life. VMI has been so fortunate to have a man of his loyalty, intelligence and to heart what for many are new realities,” she commented. “I appreciate the
sensitivity available to serve so many important functions,” she remarked. “The opportunity to share what I know and have learned about the subject.”
Jackson’s diminutive stature belies the large adventure her life has become
Protocol Office really evolved under his guidance, and the sensitivity he showed
since leaving the small town of 8,000 where she had grown up. “I tell people
to the Title IX issues was great. His are large shoes to fill.”
It would be easy to dismiss the Protocol Office as the place that takes care I’m from Vermont, and they ask what state that is in,” she cracked.
Having long thought she would attend a small college in her home state,
of visitors to the Post, but Bissell, and now Jackson, have made its function
her life once again was touched in a positive way by her parents. “They suggested
much more than that.
The Protocol Office provides direct support for visitors involved with the I apply to some schools farther away. I thought, ‘What the heck,’ so I did,” she
Superintendent and his staff. It is available to provide protocol guidance and recalled. One of the schools whose national reputation caught her eye was the
direction to include assistance with itineraries, seating plans, flag courtesies University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind. “I applied without ever visiting the
and escort duties for all departments or staff who have distinguished visitors at campus, and I was accepted. The military has always been well-respected by my
family, so I also applied for and was granted an Army ROTC scholarship, and off
VMI.
“It is a continually fascinating adventure for all in our office. My assistants, I went to Indiana in the fall of 1988.”
She immediately fell in love with Notre Dame. Additionally, on her first day
(Marine 2nd Lt. James H. Banton, Jr.) and (assistant protocol coordinator)
Warrant Officer Teresa Thompson are a great source of support and on the ND campus, she met then-student, now-Capt. Scott Jackson, assistant
professor of military science at the Institute and her husband, whom she married
encouragement.”
“VMI is visited by dignitaries and military officers from a very large cross- in Dec. 1982 ... and Jan. 1983.
“Scott and I had a big Vermont wedding planned for Jan. 1983. A month
section of foreign countries,” she explained. “I learned early on the importance
of researching the protocol of different countries and religions. One of the first before, his unit (82nd Airborne) was put on full alert to go to Somalia, so we
decided we would just get married right away. Everybody in the wedding party
groups we dealt with when I became Protocol Officer was from Taiwan.”
“Mistakenly, I assumed that the seat of honor for the head of the delegation was dressed in camouflage. One of Scott’s friends, dressed in full camouflage,
should be at the head of the table. After the seating, he gently explained to me served as both maid of honor and best man,” she said over her laughter. “It was
that in Taiwan, the most important aspect of the seat of honor for the head of a wild, but we were married. It turned out they didn’t have to go, so we were able
Taiwanese delegation was that it faces the door. Since then, I have never failed to to go back to Vermont and have our big wedding the following month.”
Jackson was commissioned and entered the Army as an intelligence officer,
do extensive research on the customs and protocol of any visiting foreign
and “there are not a lot of female intelligence officers, but it’s a role I really
delegation,” she explained.
One thing that is consistent with nearly all foreign delegations is “they want enjoy. I spent a tremendous amount of time in the field while assigned to 102nd
to go to Wal-Mart every day they are here. We try to take them to local historic Military Intelligence Battalion in Korea and the 1st Cavalry Division at Ft. Hood,
sites and museums, but they want to keep going back to Wal-Mart. I've seen Texas. I enjoyed the adventure of the field, though I wasn’t a big fan of being
foreign military dignitaries empty their suitcases and leave their uniforms behind dirty all the time,” she continued.
“I left active duty in 1998 to come to VMI with Scott. I’m still in the reserves,
so they could stuff that space with their Wal-Mart purchases,” she said with a
but this is great for us. Previously, our marriage had been one of us at home and
chuckle.
Members of the Protocol Office staff are often responsible for the one of us in the field. It’s nice to be home together every night,” she said.
“We know that our stint here will end pretty soon, but we cherish every day
transportation of distinguished visitors to and from the Institute. “Again, we
must be aware of such things as seating arrangements. For most, the seat of of our time here. I love the mountains; I love the people here,” she said with a
honor is directly behind the driver, but others prefer to just sit in the front,” sigh. “With all the places we’ve been, this will be the first place I’ll really miss
Jackson said. “There’s a rarely a dull moment. I’ve gotten to meet some very when we’re gone.”
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Class Officers Want to Make VMI the Best it Can Be
Having been elected by their Brother Rats last spring, the
officers of the Class of 2003 are full of ideas and energy as they
begin their lifi-long leadership stint inherent in the Institute’s
unique practice of selecting class officers for a three-year term.
President Brandon Turner from Newton, N.C. VicePresident Chris Anderson from Albany, Ga., and Historian
Thomas F. Hancock, IV from Midlothian had had very little
contact with each other prior to their election last spring, but
have spent much time since the elections working together to
plot a leadership course for their class and themselves.
Shortly after their election, they joined the in-progress
Class System Task Force being directed by Col. Robert Green
’67, who was serving then as Acting Director of Cadet Affairs.
“Though they came in after the task force had begun its work,
they impressed me with their maturity and interest,” Green
noted.
Class of 2003 officers (left to right): Chris Anderson, vice president; Brandon Turner,
In VMI’s system of class leadership, Turner, Anderson, president; and Thomas Hancock, historian.
and Hancock “have been elected to lead their class for the rest
of their lives,” observed class advisor Col. Grigg Mullen ’76. “I’ve enjoyed working with them thus far and believe they will be very successful in providing
leadership for their Brother Rats.”
As has been the case in three of the past five classes, class members have selected as president a Brother Rat who did not matriculate at VMI directly out of high
school. Turner, 23, enrolled at VMI after a 3-1/2 year stint as an enlisted man in the U.S. Marines. “Coming out of high school, I really had no intention of going to
college,” the impressive yet soft-spoken former Marine said. “Over my years as an enlisted man, I realized that I would like to be a commissioned officer, and to do
so I would need a degree.”
“I had met several officers who had graduated from VMI while I was on active duty. They impressed me a great deal, so when I started looking at schools, VMI
seemed a natural,” he continued. “I'm certainly glad I’m here, and I am honored to have been selected by my Brother Rats for this leadership position.”
Col. Thomas Davis ’64 is effusive in his praise of the class’s selection for its president. “Brandon is a taciturn young man. He is quiet, but he absolutely leads
by example, and that's the best kind of leader in my opinion. He commands respect and is held in high esteem by all that know him. In many ways, it seems a case
of ‘speak softly, but carry a big stick.’ He is calm and analytical and exudes leadership,” Davis noted.
“He always looks sharp and has military bearing about him. Yet I find it very significant that he deliberately avoided any aspirations of military rank within the
Corps because he is committed to devoting himself to his duties as class president,” Davis continues. “On top of all that, he’s a solid student who cares about
learning. I both like and respect him a great deal. His classmates made a good choice,” Davis concluded.
Vice-President Anderson also arrived at VMI a couple of years after graduating from high school. “My grandfather (R.H. Warren III '45) is a VMI graduate. He
had always hoped his grandsons would go to VMI, but he never pushed us in such a way we felt we had no other choice. I was his second grandson to graduate from
high school. The first had chosen to attend college elsewhere, but I came to VMI to visit.”
“The visit did not go well, and I wanted no part of VMI. When I went home and told my grandfather, I’m sure he was disappointed, but he said he just wanted
me to be happy,” the well-spoken Anderson, 22, continued. “My Christian faith is very important to me,” he continued in the hour before he would leave to return
to Barracks to conduct a Bible study in his room, an activity he has gleefully participated in since his matriculation at the Institute.
During his first two years out of high school, Anderson attended Darton Junior College, where he served as student body president during his final year. During
those years, he also took a Christian mission trip to Australia and continued to spend his summers as a counselor at a Christian camp he attended as a boy.
“I thought about going to the University of Georgia, but I also wanted to give VMI another look. I knew that most of my credits would not transfer to VMI,
leaving me essentially an academic freshman, but prayerful consideration led to enroll at VMI,” he recalled. “It just seemed like the right place for me, a place I
could fit in. I knew I'd learn humility at the hands of guys younger than I am, but VMI struck me as a place I might find a lot of people like me.”
Col. James Park, Institute Chaplain, speaks glowingly of Anderson. “Chris is a level-headed young man who is much more mature and secure in his faith than
most his age. He is an authentic person of faith and gladly shares his joy with others. I’ve asked him to be the leader of Bible study in the Barracks, and he has
enthusiastically complied,” Park commented.
“Another remarkable aspect of the maturity of his faith is that, though he is a strong believer, he does not present himself as more righteous or pious than
others. Through his deep faith and willingness to share that gift with others, he is not only a strong leader in his class, but a strong leader throughout the Corps.”
Park continued. “He never hides or shies away from his deep faith, but he has an uncanny ability always to speak his mind in acceptable and appropriate ways. He
immediate got tied into our Discipleship program last year and continues to impress me with the way he can witness to others.”
Hancock ascended to the Historian’s responsibilities under difficult circumstances when the class’s first choice did not meet requirements to serve as a class
officer because he did not have full class privileges. The Historian is responsible for assigning Third Class room assignments for the following year. With little
notice, he had to do that, and he was amazing under fire.
Hancock, 19, was more familiar with VMI than his fellow officers, having attended many VMI functions and athletic events over the years with his father
(Thomas F. Hancock, III ’67). A graduate of St. Christopher’s in Richmond, Hancock was attracted to his father's alma mater “because I liked the discipline I saw.
I had that experience in high school, and I wanted it to continue in college.”
“To be honest, I wanted to make a contribution to maintaining and solidifying the prestige and traditions of VMI. I know the positive effect that VMI had on my
father's life, and I wanted that, too.”
Though still early in their lifelong assignments, all three are intent on doing anything that will improve the Corps and continue the image and prestige of VMI.
They look forward to working closely with Col. Hutchings, the new Commandant while still aspiring to allow cadets to provide decision-making and leadership for
as many aspects of Institute life as possible. The physical conditioning of the Corps and encouraging positive and productive cadre mentality are also on their “to
do” list.
“We look forward to interacting with classes ahead of ours, our class, and classes behind us to make VMI the best possible place it can be,” concluded
President Turner.
The Institute Report, September 15, 2000

Page 7

NEW FACULTY, STAFF, AND ROTC

New faculty, staff, and ROTC (left to right). Front Row: Dr. Janos Matus, Mary Moody Northern Chairholder; Maj. Susan F. Hastings, head of access
services, Preston Library; SSgt Frederick P. Costales, USAF; Emily K. Framptom, instructor in modern languages; Dr. Patricial Hardin, instructor in
modern languages; Maj. Carter Hopkins, assistant director of career services; Maj. Gregory A. Topsana, assistant professor of physics; Lucas Hale,
admissions counselor; and Col. Eric D. Hutchings, Commandant of Cadets. Second Row: Maj. Elena Andreeva, assistant professor of history; Maj. Gary
Levenson, assistant commandant of cadets; Maj. Todd S. Eckloff, USN; Matthew Zenker, assistant professor of civil engineering; Dr. Thomas Coker,
instructor in chemistry; Davis M. Allen, instructor in physics; SGM Brian Carlson, USA; and Maj. Henry Amato, USA. Not pictured are: Dr. Bruce R.
Boller, instructor in physics and astronomy; SSgt. Patrick J. McDonald, USAF; YNC Rick D. Schemehorn, USN; Christopher Osuanah, instructor in economics
and business; Lucas Hale, admissions counselor; Doug Thompson, instructor in economics and business; Ron McFaddin, weight room supervisor; Eric
Wheeler, weight room supervisor; and Kenny Wilkerson, weight room supervisor.

NEW ATHLETIC STAFF MEMBERS

New athletic staff (left to right). Front Row: Mike Szul, ticket manager; Chris Smith, assistant athletic trainer; Andrea McNutt, graduate assistant
athletic trainer; Spencer Graham, assistant baseball coach. Marlin Ikenberry, assistant baseball coach. Second row: Andre Curtis, assistant football
coach; Michael Taylor, graduate assistant athletic trainer; Joe Wilkins, graduate assistant athletic trainer; Andy Krauss, assistant sports information
director; Nathan Taylor, marketing and promotions intern; and Tom Slater, head baseball coach. Not pictured: Scott Bowser, head swimming coach;
and Todd Crawford, assistant soccer coach.
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Heinemann to
Speak at VMI

Larry Heinemann, winner of the
National Book Award, will speak at
VMI on October 2 at 8 p.m. His talk
will be held in the Marshall Museum’s
Pogue Auditorium. The event is free
and the public is welcome.
Born and raised in Chicago, Larry
Heinemann served in Vietnam as a
combat infantryman with the 25th
Division. He has received fellowships
from the Guggenheim Foundation, the
National Endowment for the Arts, and
the Illinois Arts Council. Close
Quarters, his first novel, has been
described as “by far the best
novel...about the Vietnam War,” and his
second novel, Paco’s Story, won the
National Book Award for Fiction, the
Carl Sandburg Literary Arts Award for
Fiction, and the Vietnam Veterans of
America Freedom to Express Award.

Delegate Steven Landes of Weyers Cave speaks with one of his constituents, first classman Richard Bruce of
Harrisonburg on “Dominion Day” at VMI September 2. Several members of the Virginia General Assembly and
the state government visited VMI for a review by the Corps of Cadets, a reception, a dinner, and the VMI-Duquesne
football game.

Gary Levenson Named Deputy Commandant of Cadets
Superintendent Major General Josiah Bunting III has announced the appointment of Lieutenant Colonel Gary M.
Levenson as Deputy Commandant of Cadets with duties commencing August 1. Levenson previously served as an assistant
professor of military science in VMI’s Army ROTC department.
Lt. Col. Levenson is a 1980 graduate of VMI with a bachelor of science degree in civil engineering who is currently
pursuing a masters degree in business administration. During his active & reserve component duty in the U.S. Army he
completed several military training schools and programs including the Command and General Staff College.
As assistant professor of military science at VMI, LTC Levenson served as Detachment Executive Officer and MS I
Branch Chief for a cadre of 17 active duty military personnel, four civilians, and a cadet battalion over 900 strong. His
responsibilities included serving as the coordinator for all staff actions, the battalion liaison officer, and subject matter
expert on all reserve component issues. He also served as the primary instructor for all first-year ROTC cadets.
Prior to being assigned to VMI, Lt. Col. Levenson served in a number of active duty & reserve assignments, including
service with the 229th Engineer Battalion, 29th Infantry Division; 310th TAACOM; and 80th Division.
Lt. Col. Levenson has also served as engineer and project manager on numerous materials handling facilities
improvement projects for the Defense Logistics Agency at the Defense Supply Center in Richmond, Virginia, including
construction management of two 33,000 square foot modular office complexes as well as the management of a $9.5
million complete renovation of over 120,000 square feet of office space.

Book by Koons Published
After the Backcountry: Rural Life in the Great Valley of Virginia, 1800-1900 a
book edited by Col. Kenneth E. Koons, professor of history at VMI and Warren R.
Hofstra of Shenandoah University, will be published by the University of Tennessee
Press.
The book focuses on the social, economic, and cultural processes that shaped
the lives of ordinary people in the valley of Virginia over the course of the nineteenth
century. It looks at how these inhabitants secured livelihoods, interacted with one
another, and built or transmitted culture. The authors strive to illuminate the values
and mentalities that informed the conduct of these activities.
The 352 page book features an 1880s photograph of the Bushong Farm at New
Market on the cover.
The Institute Report, September 15, 2000
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The “Rat Mass” awaits the Cadre on August 16. Four hundred rats
matriculated on August 14 and were introduced to the “Ratline” in this
traditional manner. Applications for this year’s Rat class numbered 1265,
the most for a first-year class since 1982. Applications have risen 40
percent since 1995. Only 66 percent of applicants were accepted, the lowest
percentage since 1987. Forty-three percent ranked in the top quarter of
their high school class, the average GPA was 3.20 and the mean SAT
composite was 1129. The new cadets represent 40 states and nine foreign
countries.

Parents Weekend Schedule of Events
Friday, October 6
8 a.m.
Academic Duty begins. Parents are welcome to join cadets in their
classrooms.
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Registration – Lejeune Hall
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
❋Appointments with faculty and staff – Individual Offices
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Career Services/Financial Aid Open House – 300 level Carroll Hall
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Book signing by Laura Fairchild Brodie for her new book “Breaking
Out - VMI and the Coming of Women.”200 level Lejeune Hall
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
ROTC Open House – Kilbourne Hall
3:30 p.m.- 4 p.m. New Cadet Parents Reception – Memorial Gardens
4:30 p.m.
Review in honor of VMI’s Parents Council – Parade Ground
6:30 p.m.
❖VMI Dinner Theatre Production – “The Lighter Side of Love and
Marriage” (Comedy, Tickets Required) – 400 level Lejeune Hall
8 p.m.
Parents Weekend Concert – VMI Jazz Ensemble & Glee Club –
Jackson Memorial Hall
Saturday, October 7
8 a.m. - Noon
Registration – Lejeune Hall
8 a.m. - 9 a.m.
Continental Breakfast for Families of the Class of 2001– Moody Hall
Patio
8 a.m. - 10 a.m.
❋ Appointments with faculty & staff – Individual Offices
8:30 - 10 a.m.
Career Services/Financial Aid Open House – 300 level Carroll Hall

9 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Reception for members of the Honor Societies Phi Eta Sigma and
Phi Kappa Phi and their families. – Preston Library Turman Room
10 -10:30 a.m.
Report to Parents, Superintendent Major General Josiah Bunting III
– Jackson Memorial Hall
10:30 a.m.
Review in Honor of the Parents of the Class of 2001. – Parade Ground
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Luncheon – Crozet Hall
12:30 p.m.
Corps March Down – Alumni Memorial Field
1 p.m.
● Football: VMI vs. Wofford College (Tickets required) – Alumni
Memorial Field
4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Live Band Concert - sponsored by Cadet Program Board – Parade
Ground
6:30 p.m.
❖ VMI Theatre Production “The Lighter Side of Love and Marriage”
(Comedy, Tickets Required) – 400 level Lejeune Hall
Sunday, October 8
7:30 - 10:30 a.m. Family Breakfast – Crozet Hall
9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Barracks Open House – VMI Barracks
10:30 a.m.
Chapel Service – Jackson Memorial Hall
Noon
Brunch sponsored by the Chaplain’s Office (Reservations required,
Please call 540-464-7390.) – Moody Hall
2 p.m.
❖ VMI Theatre Production “The Lighter Side of Love and Marriage”
(Comedy, Tickets Required) – 400 level Lejeune Hall

❋ Cadet must arrange each appointment
❖ For ticket information contact the VMI Theatre Box Office (540) 464-7389
● For ticket information contact the VMI Ticket Office (540) 464-7266
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Cadets Spend
Summer Studying
in Morocco - Find
Rat Ring
Allahu Akbar! Allahu Akbar…the
Meuzzin’s call to afternoon prayer had
just begun to echo through the winding
alleys of the ancient city of Marrakesh,
Morocco.
VMI Cadets Ronnie Hull ’02,
Brendan Kearney ’03, Marc McNamara
’02, and Chris Bowman ’03 had spent
the better part of the summer in Fez
studying Arabic, French, and the
History and Culture of Morocco.
Armed with their newly acquired
language skills the cadets found
themselves weaving through the
crowds in the historic square, known
as Djmaa Al-Fina’ (The Place of the
Dead). Here snake charmers, monkey
boys, fortune tellers, witch doctors,
acrobats, beggars and pick-pockets
have plied their trades since the
founding of the city in 1045.
Venturing toward their goal they
entered the “medina;” the ancient
section of the city. Soon they arrived
in the “Souq Al-’Atiiqa” (the antique
market). Ancient Islamic texts,
daggers, swords, and jewelry glistened
in the shop windows.
Cadet Hull, who intended to
purchase a silver ring, was intently
scanning the shop windows when his
eye was attracted to something familiar,
something completely out of place; a
VMI Rat ring! After two days of
sporadic negotiation Cadet Hull
succeeded in purchasing the ring.
Manufactured by Balfour, it is
inscribed with the initials W. B. N.
Currently Lt. Col. Dale Davis,
VMI’s director of international
programs and lecturer in modern
languages, is working with Col. Keith
Gibson, director of VMI’s museum
programs and Carole Green of the
Alumni Association to locate the
original owner and discover how a VMI
ring found its way to the heart of an
ancient city in North Africa.

VMI 2000 Symposium – October 20
On October 20, VMI will host a symposium to examine issues that will soon
challenge not only students but also their teachers as both groups prepare to meet the
decades ahead. Students and teachers alike must prepare to deal with these challenging
issues. The symposium is entitled “The Flight of Future Days: Preparing for 2039,” and
will be held in VMI’s Jackson Memorial Hall.
The symposium, which is sponsored by the VMI Foundation, Inc., will consist of
four panels moderated by VMI cadets. The panels will cover a variety of topics: war,
publishing, engineering, and biotechnology. The symposium’s keynote speaker will be
Gerald Celente, founder and director of The Trends Research Institute. Celente will
discuss “The Top 10 Trends of the 21st Century.”
In the 1970s, while working as a government affairs specialist in Washington,
Celente discovered his talent for forecasting trends across the socioeconomic, political,
Gerald Celente
and lifestyle spectrum. In 1980, he founded The Trends Research Institute in Rhinebeck,
N.Y., as a means of formalizing his predictive talents.
His first book, Trend Tracking (Wiley, 1990), described his Globalnomic® method and accurately forecast many of
the most important trends of the early 1990s. In 1991, he began to publish The Trends Journal. By the time his second
book, Trends 2000 (Warner, 1997), was published, Celente had become widely recognized as one of our leading futurists.
His accurate forecasts have ranged from the 1987 stock market crash to the more recent on-line shopping revolution.
Says Psychology Today: “Gerald Celente is the best trend forecaster in the business.”
Participants in the panel sessions include: William W. Berry ’54, retired CEO of Virginia Power; Col. Richard S.
Trandel ’59, professor of mechanical engineering; Ken Winter, reference librarian, Preston Library; Lt. Col. Kurt Ayau,
associate professor of English; and Maj. Duncan J. Richter, assistant professor of philosophy.
For more information on the symposium visit http://www.vmi.edu/futuredays or contact Maj. James Hentz at (540)
464-7723.

Coca Cola Commercial filmed at VMI

Key members of the cast and extras are shown in Jackson Memorial Hall, the site for a Coca Cola commercial
currently airing on national television. VMI was initially approached by the Virginia Film Office which supports
bringing the film industry to the Commonwealth. The commercial was shot June 10–11 with the Gartner Company
of Santa Monica, Calif. handling production. The Institute received a $7,500 site location fee.
The Institute Report, September 15, 2000
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Potpourri
❖ Col. David DuPuy, professor of physics and astronomy, attended a two-day photography workshop, which was devoted to “masking.” This is a technique which
is used to increase the sharpness of images and fill in shadow detail (mostly with large format negatives). It requires precise measurements on the negative; it is a
very quantitative technique, unlike some aspects of photography. The information obtained at the workshop will be applied to the photography elective course, PY
304, which Col. DuPuy teaches in the spring semester of each year.
❖ Col. Tappey H. Jones, professor of chemistry, was a co-inventor on a patent resulting from work done over a three year period in collaboration with Dr.
James H. Tumlinson, VMI ’60, of the Agricultural Research Service of the USDA. U.S. Patent 6,054,483, “Plant Volatile Elicitor from Insects” was awarded to Col.
Jones, Tumlinson, Hans T. Alborn, John H. Loughrin, and Theodoor C.J. Turlings.
❖ Col. Paul G. Pierpaoli, holder of the Edwin P. Conquest ’14 Chair in Humanities at VMI and Stanley L. Sandler, former holder of the Conquest Chair, were
featured on the radio program With Good Reason in June. The show was entitled “Korea: Remembering The Forgotten War.” Pierpaoli and Sandler have both
written books on the war. Pierpaoli is the author of Truman and Korea: The Political Culture of the Early Cold War and Sandler is the author of The Korean War:
No Victors, No Vanquished. Col. Pierpaoli was also a commentator and discussant at the McCormick-Tribune Foundation’s annual Cantigny Conference on the Cold
War held August 10-11 in suburban Chicago.
❖ Col. Thomas W. Davis, professor of history, attended the ninth international conference of the World History Association held in Boston in late June. He served
as chair and commentator at a session entitled “Globalizing Regional Histories in the Classroom.” Earlier in June, Col. Davis spent a week at the University of
Nebraska in Lincoln, where he graded Advanced Placement (AP) exams in European history for the Educational Testing Service and the College Board. In late July,
he returned to Boston to attend a meeting of the NCAA Management Council, as a voting delegate from The Southern Conference.
❖ Col. Spencer C. Tucker, professor of history and John Biggs ’30 Cincinnati Professor of Military History presented a lecture on the Korean War to participants
in the West Point Summer Military History Seminar. On June 26, Col. Tucker spoke on the Vietnam War on KVON, a public radio station in northern California.
❖ Dr. Robert E. Atkins, professor of engineering at Washington and Lee University, has accepted a three-year appointment to the VMI Engineering Division
Advisory Council. He replaces Dr. J.B. Jones of Virginia Tech who has concluded his three year term. The council consists of nine engineering professionals, three
representing each of the engineering departments at the Institute. It reviews existing educational programs and research activities to evaluate effectiveness and
assists in identifying new technology to be initiated; serves as a sounding board for new ideas, courses, activities or programs; interacts with faculty and cadets to
romote excellence through academic and professional involvement; reviews existing and projected space and equipment needs of the engineering departments at
VMI, assists in the promotion of professional relations between VMI and the business and technical community and assists the engineering division at VMI in
communications efforts with the public.
❖ Col. Philip B. Peters, professor and head of physics and astronomy, attended a conference for physics department chairs at the American Center for Physics
in College Park, MD, on April 14-16. More than 120 chairs spent two days at the conference, which had its emphasis on undergraduate physics education.
Presentations focused on the need for better teaching techniques, curricular issues, careers, responses to the new engineering accreditation requirements, and
ways to improve the physics taught to prospective teachers. Rounding out the conference were talks on NSF and DOE funding priorities and an overview of the
Washington science policy scene. The conference was sponsored by the American Physical Society (APS) and the American Association of Physics Teachers
(AAPT). Col. Peters also participated in a one-day workshop at VMI, which was conducted by a field training representative of PASCO Scientific on June 7. Also
participating were: Lt. Col. Ross T. Thomas, associate professor of physics and astronomy; Majors Stacey K. Vargas and Gregory A. Topsana, assistant
professors of physics and astronomy. This on-site training was designed for our physics faculty to become familiar with the Science Workshop hardware and
software, which has recently been added to the physics department’s laboratory equipment inventory. This equipment enables laboratory experiments to be
performed, and data analyzed, fully under computer control. These lab techniques will be employed in several experiments performed by physics majors,
beginning this academic year.
❖ Cadet Erin Claunch ’01 spent time this summer at The Space Telescope Science Institute (Hubble Space Telescope) as part of a summer internship; Cadet
Eric Gannon ’01 worked at the Jet Propulsion Labs in Calif. as part of a summer internship; and Cadet John Niederhaus ’01 received a Military Academic
Research Associates internship at the Lawrence Livermore Laboratory in Livermore, Calif. Cadet Kendra L. Russell ’01 spent two months this past summer
performing research in the ultrafast laser lab at Chung Chen Institute of Technology (CCIT) in Taiwan. Col. Groves made the arrangements for Cadet Russell to
spend this time at CCIT, following an invitation from Col. Su Lu, at CCIT.
❖ Capt. Ronald A. Erchul, USN (Ret.), professor of civil engineering, represented VMI at the recent Virginia Advanced Shipbuilding and Carrier Integration
Center (VASCIC) University Research and Development Business Forum. VASCIC was established in 1998 by Virginia legislation to enhance and promote the quality
and competitiveness of Virginia’s shipbuilding industry. The daylong forum included speakers from the U.S. Navy, Lockheed Martin and Newport News Shipbuilding.
Keynote speaker for the event was Rear Adm. Mark Gemmill. The forum included representatives from ten Virginia institutions of higher learning.
❖ Col. Daniel W. Barr, professor of electrical engineering, presented a paper entitled “Cryptochips” at the Information Technologies and Information Warfare
Conference held May 22-26 at the national Ground Intelligence Center in Charlottesville, Va. The paper was about the implementation of cryptographic algorithms
in integrated circuits. He was also the co-author of another paper presented. The paper was entitled “Programmable Logic Devices” about a class of integrated
circuits whose functionality can be repeatedly altered through software commands.
Continued on page 14
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Stockwell
Continued from page 1

Since becoming associate dean, Col. Stockwell has played a major role in numerous projects to include VMI’s self-study and subsequent accreditation by the
Southern Association of Colleges, liaison with the State Council of Higher Education in Virginia for the higher education restructuring plan, the strategic plan for the
Institute’s upcoming capital campaign, and coordination of the relocation effort for the Scott Shipp Hall renovation. He also serves as secretary to the Academic
Board and the Academic Affairs Committee of the Board of Visitors.
“I am both honored and humbled by the prospect of having the opportunity to guide VMI’s academic program during the next year,” said Stockwell. “I am
deeply indebted to Gen. Farrell for his support and counsel during the past four years and wish to acknowledge the significant improvements in the academic
program during his tenure. I look forward to the challenges inherent in working with our exceptional faculty, cadets and other members of the VMI community as
we continue our quest to elevate the academic program to insure our graduates are prepared to meet the ever-changing demands of today’s world.”
Gen. Farrell came to VMI in December 1995 as assistant to the Superintendent for plans and policy and was named Acting Dean of the Faculty in June 1996.
Prior to his tenure at VMI, he spent 22 years on the faculty of Hampden-Sydney College serving as professor of French and chairman of the modern languages
department. At VMI, he endeared himself to cadets as both a teacher and mentor, was open and candid with his faculty, and instituted considerable reform in faculty
evaluation. He also led the way for modern languages again to become a degree-granting program and oversaw the elevation of psychology to degree granting
status.
“Gen. Farrell served with distinction, and the Institute is indebted to him for his services as Dean; particularly for his fervor and enthusiasm in his commitment
to his duties, and his service in the classroom, which will continue as a tenured full professor,” said Gen. Bunting.
“Bill Stockwell and Susan Barr (Assistant Dean of the Faculty) are two of the most talented academic administrators I’ve met in 30 years as a professor,” said
Gen. Farrell. “We’ve tried to relocate academic leadership among the professionals and department heads, so changes in status at the top of the pyramid should not
have any serious effect on the faculty.”

VMI SPORTS SCHEDULE - FALL 2000
All dates and game times are subject to change. Call the VMI ScoreLine at 464-7205 or check www.vmi.edu/athletics for updates.
DATE
Sept. 16

FOOTBALL
at East Tenn. State* - 4 p.m.

SOCCER
THE CITADEL* - 12:30 p.m.

CROSS COUNTRY
at Winthrop Invitational
(Rock Hill, S.C.) - 9:30 a.m.

TENNIS
at Westwood Claycourt Champs.
Richmond Va. - All Day

Sept. 17

at Washington and Lee Tourn.
(Lexington, Va.)
at W&L Tournament
at W&L Tournament

Sept. 18
Sept. 19
Sept. 22
Sept. 23

Great American CC Festival
(Charlotte, N.C.) - 9 a.m.
FURMAN* - 1 p.m.

Sept. 24
Sept. 26
Sept. 29
Sept. 30
Oct. 1
Oct. 2
Oct. 3
Oct. 7
Oct. 11
Oct. 13
Oct. 14
Oct. 17
Oct. 18
Oct. 21
Oct. 22
Oct. 23
Oct. 24
Oct. 25
Oct. 28

Conference Preview
(Boone, N.C.) - 9 a.m.
at Ga. Southern * - 1 p.m.

C. OF CHARLESTON * - 1 p.m.
at Ferrum College Tournament

WOFFORD* - 1 p.m.

at Davidson* - 6:15 p.m.
at Georgia Southern* - 1 p.m.

at Shepherd - 3:30 p.m.

at UNC Wilmington Inv.
(Wallace, N.C.)
at UNC Wilmington Inv.
at UNC Wilmington Inv.

Univ. of D.C. - 2:30 p.m.
St. Francis, PA - Noon
at Chattanooga* - 7 p.m.

VIRGINIA TECH - 1 p.m.

CHARLESTON SO. - 1 p.m.

ST. FRANCIS (PA) - 4 p.m.
WOFFORD* - 11 a.m.

at William & Mary Invitational
(Williamsburg, Va.) - 11 a.m.
at Emory & Henry - 3 p.m.
at Radford Invitational
(Draper,Va.)
at Radford Invitational
at Radford Invitational

W. CAROLINA* - 1 p.m.

W&L- 3:30 p.m.
UNC WILMINGTON - 11 a.m.

SC CHAMPIONSHIPS
(Boone, N.C.) - 10:30 a.m.

FURMAN* - 1 p.m.

Oct. 30
Oct. 31
Nov. 3
at Appalachian St.* - 1 p.m.

Nov. 5
Nov. 11

at UNC Greensboro* - 7 p.m.

EASTERN MENNONITE
3:30 p.m.
at Washington & Lee Fall
Festival Tourn. (Lexington, Va.)
at W&L Fall Festival Tourn.

at Appalachian State* - 7 p.m.

Oct. 29

Nov. 4

GOLF

at SC Tournament - First Rd.
(Charleston , S.C.)
at SC Tournament
(Charleston, S.C.)
at SC Tournament
(Charleston, S.C.)

THE CITADEL* - 1 p.m.

at NCAA South Region
Champ. (Greenville, S.C.)
at NCAA Championships
(Ames, Iowa)

Nov. 20

* - Denotes Southern Conference game
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at Davidson Invitational
(Cornelius, N.C.)
at Davidson Invitational
at Davidson Invitational

* - Denotes Southern Conference game

The first day of each tournament
will be a practice round.
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Cadets receive VDOT Scholarships
Three VMI cadets were awarded scholarships for summer 2000 as part of
a new program sponsored by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT).
The program provides summer jobs and scholarships to civil engineering cadets
who agree to work for VDOT after graduation for 6 months for each semester of
scholarship.
Cadets who received scholarships as part of the program are: Chris Byington,
work location for Summer 2000 - Jonesville, Va.; Ian Cavanaugh, work location
for Summer 2000 - Williamsburg, Va.; and Anthony Rondeau, work location for
Summer 2000: Williamsburg, Va.

Potpourri
Continued from page 8

❖ Col. Henry D. Schreiber, professor and head of chemistry, made two
presentations at the Sixth International Conference on the Advances in Fusion
and Processing of Glass held May 29-31 in Ulm, Germany. “Determining the Cr3/
CR6+ Redox Ratio in Glass Melts by In Situ Electrochemical Procedures” was
presented with co-writers Dr. Karl Sienerth and Charlotte Schreiber.
“Effectiveness of Oxidizing Agents on the Iron Redox State in Glasses” was
presented with co-writers Justin G. Wood ’00 and Charlotte Schreiber. The
conference was held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the German
Glass Society and was attended by several hundred scientists from 19 countries.
In July, the VMI Regimental Band and Pipes was notified that they
had been named “Best College Band” in the New York City St. Patrick’s
Day Parade. The engraved silver cup was presented to VMI during an
awards banquet in Manhattan in May by the committee officers and
was forwarded to the Institute where it was presented to Col. John A.
Brodie, Regimental Band Director (right) by Maj. Gen. Josiah Bunting
III, Superintendent. The Band and Pipes have a long history of award
winning performances at the event but this is the first time they
received the award of “Best College Band.” The New York parade is
the largest St. Patrick’s Day parade in the country. This past year the
parade included over fifty bands and 100 entries and lasted 5 hours.
The VMI group led the parade as the band for the famous 69th
Regiment, “the Irish Brigade.”

Cadets inducted to Sigma Pi Sigma
Four VMI cadets were inducted into the VMI Chapter of Sigma Pi Sigma, a
organization of the American Institute of Physics that exists to honor outstanding
scholarship in physics.
Cadets inducted in ceremonies held April 26 were: Erin N. Claunch ’01,
William E. Harley ’01, John H.-J. Niederhaus ’01, and Kendra L. Russell ’01.
Sigma Pi Sigma was founded as a local honor organization at Davidson
College, N.C. on December 11, 1921. Chapters are restricted to colleges and
universities of recognized standing that offer a strong physics major. Members
must attain high standards of general scholarship and outstanding achievement
in physics and have a 3.0 average in all courses with no grade lower than a C in
a physics course.
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❖ “The Redox Equilibrium of Tin in Soda-lime-Silicate Glass” a paper written
by Brian T. Long ’99, Matt Dixon ’99 and Charlotte Schreiber was recently
published in Ceramic Transactions, volume 109. The paper reports on the
results of the VMI Honors Theses of graduates Long and Dixon.
❖ In June, Maj. James J. Hentz, assistant professor of international studies,
presented a paper in Helsinki, Finland. The paper was entitled “Trading Blocs
or Historic Blocs? South Africa/SADC and Brazil/Mercosur and the Globalization
Project” for the Cosmopolis: Democratizing Global Economy and Culture
Conference. In August, he presented a paper at the International Political Science
Association (IPSA) meeting in Quebec. The paper entitled “Competing
Capitalisms, Competing Regionalisms: Contested Notions of Governance in a
Globalising Southern Africa.” was co-authored with Ian Taylor of Stellenbosch
University in South Africa. A week later he presented a paper at a workshop at
Dalhousie University in Canada, “Walls, Bridges and Moats: South Africa and
Regional Security in Southern Africa,” as a participant in the IPSA Research
Committee #40, New World Order(s). In September, he will present a paper at
the Centre for Development and the Environment, University of Oslo in Norway
by invitation, “The Power of Ideas: Across the Constructivist - Realist Divide,”
for a workshop on a forthcoming edited volume, The Role of Ideas in the
Multilateral System.
❖ Capt. Chris Whittaker, USA ’90, recruiting officer and Band Company TAC
and Capt. Scott Jackson, USA, MSIII Instructor and Hotel Company TAC, of
the Army ROTC department, were selected for promotion to major in the regular
Army. They will actually “pin on” their rank in the next few months.
❖ Maj. Elena Andreeva, assistant professor of history, attended a meeting
with President Khatami at the U.N. on September 5. She was invited to the meeting
by the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations.
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ROTC CORNER
Army Cadets participate in Summer Training
This past summer the Army ROTC Department sent a number of upper-class cadets to participate in various training programs including Airborne School, Air
Assault School, Cadet Troop Leadership Training (CTLT), Advanced Camp, and Combat Dive Qualification Course.
The following cadets graduated from Airborne School at Fort Benning, Ga., earning their Parachutist Badge: Nathan Blythe, Kevin Braine, Paul Busenberg,
Samuel Carney, Scott Chalkley, Monica Choi, Kenneth Collins, Ryan Davis, Dustin Delcoure, Brendan Fitzpatrick, Alexander Haseley, Andy Hill, Sean Hoover, James
Howard, Patrick Khattak, Jason Kocher, Brian Kornett, Jared Lapp, Matthew Meyers, Jonathon Pogranicy, Gordon Powers, Randy Sheets, Eric Singmann, Edward
Skarda, James Smith, Reuben Trant, Marc Weber, Gregory Wells, Edward Witherell, and Marc Yelle. Each graduate of Airborne school is required to complete three
weeks of training followed by five jumps from an airplane at a height of 1,250 feet.
Frank H. Deerr and Patrick S. Khattak successfully completed three-week Air Assault training at West Point, N.Y., earning the Air Assault Badge.
Three cadets successfully completed Cadet Professional Development Training: Andy D. Hill completed cadet survival training conducted at the U.S. Air Force
Academy in Colo.; Erinn Singmann participated in the United Kingdom University ROTC training at Cambridge University in the United Kingdom; and Michael Nelson
completed Northern Warfare Training at Fort Greeley, Ark.
Cory B. Lindsey, Brandon L. Bowman, and Nicholas J. Shallcross were awarded the civilian marksmanship program ROTC scholarship.
In late 1999 a select group of cadets began participating in the Pre-Combat Dive Qualification Course. Every day they participated in early morning physical
training, often led by Special Forces soldiers. They began to learn the basics of Scuba School. During spring break the cadets all sacrificed their week off to attend
Pre-Scuba School in Fort Campbell, Ky. Shortly after commencement they went to the Special Forces Combat Dive School in Key West, Fla. When they finally surfaced
only Luke C. Wullenwaber remained and earned the coveted Combat Diver Qualification Badge (a.k.a. “Scuba Bubble”).
Over 70 cadets attended the five week Advanced Camp 2000 training program for future officers in Fort Lewis, Wash. The training consisted of marksmanship,
land navigation, water training, chemical training, and squad and platoon level exercises in the field. Paul Belmont, Lucas Hale, Nicholas Harding, Matthew Kukla,
Ryan Mitchell, Nhan Nguyen, Adam Pool, Eric Schnabel, and Chadwick Welch were advanced camp graduates and were also commissioned as second lieutenants
at camp. Twenty of those cadets also participated in CTLT, which allows the cadet to work with an active unit in garrison and field operations. CTLT affords cadets
the opportunity to act as Platoon Leaders, Executive Officers, etc. Cadets were able to go to Korea, Fort Bragg, N.C., Italy, and Hawaii, to name a few places.

NROTC Welcomes New Staff Members
The NROTC unit has many new faces this fall in both the unit staff and the Midshipman Battalion. The class of 2004 is one of the largest incoming classes, with
over 30 receiving 4-year scholarships.
The unit welcomes 3 new staff members, bringing it back up to full strength. The green side has a new Marine Officer Instructor, Major Todd Eckloff. Major
Eckloff, an infantry officer, reports from Camp Pendleton, Calif. where he served for three years as a company commander of Headquarters and Staff Company and
“I” Company, both of Third Battalion, Fifth Marine Regiment. Major Eckloff is a 1990 graduate of the Institute. Yoeman Chief (YNC) Rick Schemehorn hails from
United States Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. While serving on the Caribbean Island, Chief Schemehorn carried out his duties as the base Administrative and
Special Projects officer. Storekeeper First Class Petty Officer (SK1) Edilberto Cantu fills the storekeeper billet that has been vacant for nearly a year. Petty Officer
Cantu served as Leading Petty Officer of the Support Department for Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station, Sabana Seca, Puerto Rico.
Air Force Rotc Has A Busy Summer!
Nineteen AFROTC cadets (from VMI and VWIL) attended field training
encampments at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla. and Lackland Air Force Base, Texas this
summer. Eleven cadets garnered overall “excellent/outstanding” ratings, with Cadets
Britton L. Armstrong, ’01 and Kristy M. Wheeler, VWIL ’01 earning Distinguished
Graduate (Top 10 percent) honors and Cadet Christian E. Collamore, ’02 earning
Superior Performer (Top 20 percent) honors. Additionally, Cadets Armstrong,
Collamore and Matthew R. Brooks, ’02, received the Athletic Award for scoring a
perfect 500 on the physical fitness test and Cadet Thomas F. Harman earned the
Marksmanship Award shooting the 9mm Barretta.
Seven other cadets participated in AFROTC summer programs designed to orient
them with the Air Force mission or give them the opportunity to earn wings or
parachutist badge. Cadet Peter M. Choi, ’03 attended the free-fall program at the U.S.
Air Force Academy where he earned his parachutist badge. Cadet Nicholas P. Foster
earned his wings by attending the U.S. Air Force Academy SOAR (glider training)
program. The rest of the cadets participated in orientation programs at Shepherd Air
Force Base, Texas; RAF Mildenhall, UK; Altus Air Force Base, Okla.; Dyess Air Force Col Tom Moncure, VMI ’72, conquering “Miller’s Crossing” at the
Tyndall AFB Security Forces obstacle course
Base, Texas; and Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio.
Even our own commander, Col Tom Moncure, VMI ’72, spent time at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla. as the Tyndall II “Best in Blue” Field Training Commander.
As you can see by the picture, not all activities were strictly business. Air Force ROTC looks forward to an exciting year as it approaches “categorization” of its pilot
and navigator candidates from the class of 2002 this Fall.
The Institute Report, September 15, 2000

Page 15

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, September 14:
Korean War Symposium.
11 a.m. Parade, Parade Ground.
Friday, September 15:
Korean War Symposium.
4:30 p.m. Parade, Parade Ground.
Saturday, September 16:
4 p.m.
Football @ ETSU.
ROTC Control Day.
Tuesday, September 19:
Publications Board meeting.
Friday, September 22:
1st Reunion Weekend.
4:30 p.m. Parade, Parade Ground.
Alumni Association board meeting.
Saturday, September 23:
1st Reunion Weekend.
Alumni Association board meeting.
10:30 a.m. Parade, Parade Ground.
1 p.m.
Football vs. Furman, Alumni
Memorial Field.
Sunday, September 24:
10:30 a.m. Reunion Weekend Chapel Service,
J.M. Hall.

VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE
LEXINGTON, VA 24450-0304
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Wednesday, September 27:
COVITS 2000 - See article on page 5.
2 p.m.
Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall.
8 p.m.
Concert – Peter Henderson, pianist,
Jackson Memorial Hall at 8 p.m.
Thursday, September 28:
COVITS 2000 - See article on page 5.
Friday, September 29:
Open House Weekend.
4:30 p.m. Parade, Parade Ground.
Saturday, September 30:
Open House Weekend.

1 p.m.

Poet Medbh McGuckian will read
from her work, Preston Library
Turman Room.

1 p.m.

Football @ Ga. Southern.
VA/NC College English Association
meeting.
Monday, October 2:
Public Reading Seminar.

8 p.m.

Author Larry Heinemann will
speak, Pogue Auditorium,
Marshall Museum.

Thursday, October 5:
VMI Theatre production.
Friday, October 6:
Parents Weekend.
Parents Council meeting.
4:30 p.m. Parade, Parade Ground.
VMI Theatre production.
Saturday, October 7:
Parents Weekend.
Parents Council meeting.
10:30 a.m. Parade, Parade Ground.
1 p.m.
Football vs. Wofford, Alumni
Memorial Field.
Keydet Club barbecue.
VMI Theatre production.
Sunday, 8 October:
10:30 a.m. Parents Weekend Chapel Service.
VMI Theatre production.
Tuesday, 10 October:
ROTC Control Day.

Wednesday, October 4:
VMI Theatre production.
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