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Christmas is a time to give ourselves entirely to family and friends, and we encourage each of you to do just that for the Holidays. It is
also a time to renew in our hearts not only the words but the enduring message of the Prince of Peace. The happiest of Christmases to
all who labor for and love the Institute.
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Employee
Holiday
Schedule
VMI offices will be closed
Monday, December 18, 2000 –
Monday, January 1, 2001. Offices
will reopen on Tuesday, January 2,
2001.
The Honorable John H. Hager, Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, proudly displays his “Beat
The Citadel” button prior to addressing the Corps of Cadets on Founders Day, November 11, 2000.
The Institute Report, December 8, 2000
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Reveille Review
Why Does VMI
Need Reveille Now?
Many in the VMI Family look
at Reveille’s ambitious goals and
ask, “Why does VMI need Reveille
now?” Unquestionably, today’s VMI
is strong. Its reputation as a
singular college is worldwide.
Applications for admissions—and
the quality of applicants—are
increasing. Many cadets are
studying abroad or conducting
individual research on Post. VMI’s
graduates are in demand in many
professions. The financial picture
is positive, too; for example, VMI
has the largest per-student
endowment of any American public
college.
Reveille: A Call to Excel is not
about today’s VMI, however. It is
about tomorrow’s. It is about
ensuring that the academic element
of the VMI education will always be
as strong as those elements that
prepare cadets for leadership. It is
about preparing cadets to be
effective leaders in a world in which
almost everything is undergoing
profound, rapid, and seemingly
constant change.
This “why” behind Reveille’s

All in the (VMI) family promotion ceremony: Gary A. Bissell ’89, Assistant Commandant (S-3), was promoted to
the rank of major in the Virginia Militia in a ceremony in front of Jackson Arch on November 15. Pictured
affixing his new rank insignia are his wife, Captain Marti Bissell, a member of the Officer-in-Charge staff; and
his father, Colonel N. Michael Bissell ’61, former VMI Commandant of Cadets.

Sam Gillespie Dies

Archives Web
Page Honored

Samuel S. M. Gillespie, Lexington resident, former faculty member in civil engineering, and former deputy commandant
of cadets, died November 10. A native of Tazewell, Va., Gillespie matriculated at VMI with the Class of 1947 and graduated
with the Class of 50A following service during World War II. He also served in the Korean War before returning to VMI as
an instructor in civil engineering from 1952-55.
After a one-year leave of absence to earn his masters degree from Purdue University, he rejoined the civil engineering
department and rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel and associate professor before leaving the Institute in 1968. He was
deputy commandant of cadets from 1957 to 1964.
He is survived by his wife, Helen, and two sons. A memorial service will be held at a later date. Memorial gifts may be
made to the Lexington Rescue Squad or a charity of your choice.

The archives section of the VMI
web page has been chosen as “An
SR Books Best Civil War Website
Selection” by the editors of The Civil
War on the Web: A Guide to the
Very Best Sites. Sites were judged
on content, aesthetics, and
navigation. VMI’s archives site is one
of only 95 awarded the honor.
The Civil War guide is edited
by William G. Thomas, director of
the Virginia Center for Digital
History, and Alice E. Carter of The
New York Times on the Web. The
guide is available at bookstores and
online resellers. A CD Rom with
links to the thousands of reviewed
web sites accompanies the book.
The VMI archives section was
created and is maintained by Lt. Col.
Diane Jacob, archivist/records
manager at VMI.

Col. Vern Beitzel, director of admissions, reported to the Board of Visitors at their December 1 meeting that current
application numbers project the second highest total in school history. Though daily fluctuations make exact comparisons
difficult, as of December 4, approximately 550 applications for the Class of 2005 had been received compared to 445 at
the same time last year, a 24 percent increase. Applications for the current “Rat” class totaled 1,265, the highest since the
Class of 1987, which ranks second with 1,338. If past trends continue, Beitzel foresees that figure being easily surpassed.
The Class of 1969 had the highest
number of applications with 1,525.
Early decision applications are
also well ahead of a year ago, 215
Editor: ........................................................................ Burton R. Floyd, III
compared to 193. This is an upward
Supervising Editor: ..................................................... Col. Mike Strickler
Contributing writers/photographers:
trend which began in 1995 when there
Doug Chase, Chris Clark, Lt. Col. Chuck Steenburgh, Cadet Tony Conway ’01
were 116 early decision applicants, an
Printed by: ......................................... The News-Gazette, Lexington, Va.
85 percent increase during that span.
The Institute Report is published by the VMI Public Relations Office. Eight issues
are printed during the academic year. Inquiries, suggestions, news items, or
Overall, applications have increased
address changes should be directed to Editor, The Institute Report, VMI Public
more than 40 percent since 1995 when
Relations Office, Lexington, Virginia 24450-0304. Current and past issues and
VMI had 902 students apply for the
articles are available on VMI’s web page at <http://www.vmi.edu/pr/ir/index.html>.
Class of 1999.
Telephone 540-464-7207 Fax 540-464-7583 E-Mail:vmireport@vmi.edu
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Admissions Numbers Skyrocketing

The Institute Report
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Stanley and Wachmeister Professorships Awarded
Major General Thomas H. Tait ’55, USA (Ret.) and Dr. James E. Turner ’65
have been awarded Institute Professorships for the 2001 spring semester.
MG Tait will hold the Thomas Bahnson and Anne Bassett Stanley Professorship in Ethics and Integrity and teach a
course entitled: “Ethics in Leadership and Business” in the Department of Economics and Business. After graduating
from VMI in 1955 with a B.S. in civil engineering, Tait worked for two engineering firms before embarking on a distinguished
32-year career in the United States Army. Among his assignments were Commander, 3rd Brigade, 8th Infantry Division
(Mechanized), Europe; Commander, 2nd Armored Division (Forward), Europe; and Commander U.S. Army Armor
Center and Fort Knox, Fort Knox, Ky. Since his retirement in 1991, he has served as an independent consultant both in the
U.S. and abroad. In addition to his B.S, he holds a M.A. in political science from Auburn University and was graduated
from the Air Command and Staff College and the National War College.
The late Thomas B. Stanley, Jr., VMI Class of 1947, and his wife Ruth of Stanleytown, Virginia initiated the professorship
in 1998 in honor of the late Governor and Mrs. Thomas B. Stanley. The elder Stanley, a native of Henry County, Va. founded
Stanley Furniture Company there in 1924 and led that company for the rest of his life. He served in the Virginia House of
Delegates from 1930-1946, including three terms as Speaker and was a U.S. Congressman from 1946-1953. He was
Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia from 1954-1958. Mrs. Stanley, also a native of Henry County, was a trustee of
Ferrum College and with her husband made possible the establishment of that College’s Stanley Library.
Dr. Turner will hold the Fredrik Wachmeister Professorship in Science and Engineering and teach a biochemistry
lecture course for the chemistry department and a departmental seminar for the biology department. Following his
graduation from VMI in 1965 with a B.S. in biology, he earned a M.S. in biology from the University of Richmond, 1967,
and a Ph.D. in zoology from the University of Tennessee, 1970. An internationally-recognized researcher in degenerative
eye disease, his work has recently led to retinal cell transplantation in animals that have inherited retinal dystrophy. It
marked the first time that such an animal population had been rescued from a disease that would normally have caused
death. Turner is currently chairman of the Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology at the University of North Texas Health
Science Center. He has been a visiting professor of biology at VMI since 1990, and he and Dr. Fred Swope, professor
emeritus of biology, founded the Summer Scholar’s Program in 1991. Each summer, through this program, selected
cadets are exposed to the rigors of graduate school coursework and cutting edge research under the tutelage of Drs.
Turner and Swope.
The late Fredrik Wachmeister established the professorship in 1972. The son of a Swedish count, he moved to
Warrenton, Va. in 1946 and became an American citizen by naturalization in 1953. His association with the Institute
began through his two sons, both VMI alumni, Hans ’67 and Ted ’71. He served on the VMI Parent’s Council from 1964 to
1971 and was made an honorary member of the VMI Alumni Association in 1971. In addition to the professorship, he
initiated the faculty sabbatical leave fund in 1972. A year later he died at his residence in Warrenton, Whitehall Farm,
currently owned and operated by his son, Ted.

Reveille
Continued from page 2

bold goals has caused great excitement within the VMI Family. In the few weeks since the public announcement of
Reveille, new donors have pledged or given $4.8 million. Thanks to their generosity—and that of those who already have
supported this effort—as of November 30, gifts and commitments to Reveille totaled $113,818,300.

Cooperative Engineering Center Receives
Gift of Appreciation from Framatome Technologies
The Cooperative Engineering Center (CEC) of the Mechanical Engineering department has received a $500 gift from
Framatome Technologies of Lynchburg, Va. This is the third time the CEC has been selected to receive a $500 gift in
appreciation of the design work that ME senior consulting teams have performed for the company.
A recent letter from Mr. W. D. Manning, Design Engineer at Framatome states: “A VMI design team, which consisted
of three cadets: Mark Cox ’98, Daniel Gibson ’98, and Michael Lorence ’98, worked on a project in 1998 involving a
permanent solution to a problematic remotely-operated guidetube. The VMI team developed a design improvement
that has accomplished a zero failure rate since its deployment. The original Framatome design had consistently
failed during maintenance operations at nuclear power plants across the United States. These failures cost Framotome
the loss of the guidetube and contributed to significant amounts of lost production time. As a result of the ’98
design project, Framatome hired Mark Cox ’98, the design team leader.”
The Institute Report, December 8, 2000

Shop Online to
Support VMI
Through a contract with
mrgoodbucks.com, VMI supporters
have a fast, simple and cost-effective
way to support the Institute. With
every online purchase from one of
over two hundred top brand retailers
on the Internet who have contracted
with mrgoodbucks.com, a part of the
purchase price comes back to VMI.
And when the purchaseis made, the
gift can be directed — to the Keydet
Club, the Foundation, the Athletic
Operations Fund, or split between
these three funds (i.e., Annual
Giving). Participants benefit from
both competitive pricing and
timesaving online shopping every
time a purchase is made from one
the retailers associated with
mrgoodbucks.com.
Mrgoodbucks.com also makes
it easy to manage purchasing for
businesses. They will set up a
personalized business shopping
page. The next time orders are
needed for paper, envelopes,
computers, etc., simply click on the
shopping page, submit the order
directly to the retailer, and a part of
the purchase price will flow back to
VMI.
Mrgoodbucks.com represents
some of the top brand-name retailers who offer on-line shopping including The Gap, VarsityBooks,
Sharper-Image, Tower Records,
MacMall, Patagonia, REI and many
more.
To shop simply go to either
vmiaa.org or keydetclub.org and
click on the special shop online icon.
This will open a page that will allow
you to set giving preferences and
search for products. All purchases
are confidential; the VMI Alumni
Agencies will only receive reports on
gifts earned on behalf of the Institute.
Important note on using the
web site: When selecting the fund
to support, hit the “update” button after selecting the fund. If the
update button is not clicked on,
mrgoodbucks.com will automatically apply to your gift to Annual
Giving.
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Seven Months in the Middle Kingdom
by Mark Wilkinson, Professor of History
“Lanzhou? Where the heck is Lanzhou??” That was my initial reaction
upon learning I had won a William J. Fulbright Teaching award to go to Lanzhou
University in northwestern China for the Spring 2000 semester. The Fulbright
Program sends about 800 American faculty all over the world every year, and
brings a similar number of foreign professors to the states, all in pursuit of
cultural exchange and improved international understanding. I have been
teaching about China for nearly twenty years now, but until the Fulbright program
gave me this exceptional opportunity, I had never spent an extended period of
time in the country. I knew more about the major cities such as Beijing, Shanghai,
and Nanjing, but I had to get out the atlas to learn about Lanzhou. By Chinese
standards, it is a small city of “only” three or four million people, located about
one thousand miles inland, at the foot of the high plateau that merges into Tibet
far to the southwest. It is in the midst of the loess soil region – so named because
of the powdery, yellowish earth that easily swirls into the air or rivers, but which
can also be packed into formidable earthen walls. To prepare, I outlined two
courses in my chosen topic: the history of Chinese-American relations and started
brushing up on the cobweb-covered Chinese language texts I had studied many
years ago in graduate school.
In China, the spring semester doesn’t start until late February, after the
long lunar New Year celebration. But I left for Beijing on January 1, 2000, to
enroll in a special one-month language class at the Beijing Educational Institute.
My American classmates came from many different schools. Most had been
studying Chinese for two years in the states; some had already been living in
China for a semester. I was determined that these “kids” weren’t going to
embarrass me, so I worked hard, and gained some advantage from the fact that
they were much more likely than I to spend some of their evening hours in the
bars and discotheques which are becoming more and more common in China’s
capital city. I held my own. My spoken Chinese is passable. (But my ability to
read Chinese characters is still only mama huhu – ok, but not so good.)
After my Chinese “boot camp” I set off on my journey to the west – to
Lanzhou. The city sprawls along the banks of China’s famous Yellow River.
Centuries ago, Lanzhou was an important stop on the Silk Road linking China
with the Mediterranean world. The mountains on both sides of the city may have
protected the caravans from some of the worst ravages of the strong desert
winds that come from Mongolia and inner Asia. Today, Lanzhou is heavily
industrialized, so the mountains have the unfortunate effect of trapping industrial
pollution over the town. The smell of coal is everywhere, especially in the winter
months. The residents and the government do their best to offset the pollution,
with massive tree-planting campaigns and even some attempts to cut away the
peaks of the offending hills. The city is far more provincial than a place like
Beijing. I found only a handful of foreigners and none of the western amenities
that abound in Beijing (like the Starbuck’s Coffee shop that just opened inside
the Forbidden City!). There is a large Muslim population in the area, so menus

Wilkinson with undergraduate students at Lanzhou University.
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Mark Wilkinson at the Yellow River with Lanzhou in the background.

feature lots of mutton and beef, but not so much pork as is common elsewhere in
China. The local specialty is Niu Rou Mian—beef and noodles in a spicy broth.
Teaching in China was quite an experience. Most of the history faculty
were older professors, who had studied Russian, but not English. My students,
on the other hand, had all studied English for many years, though I was the first
native speaker most of them had ever encountered. The Fulbright program
requires that faculty teach in English. And, indeed, the Chinese faculty and students
were hungry for the practice. They listened attentively to anything I said, but
were reluctant to speak in front of their classmates – uncertain about their
English and not used to discussing a topic with a teacher. Their educational
system is much more passive than ours – teachers dispense knowledge; students
memorize it. But there was a brave sub-group in each class. After a two-hour
lecture on the Open Door Policy, I might have ten or fifteen students ask me to
stick around, just to “chat” about life in America. (Typical questions: “How do
parents raise their children?” “What do young people in America think about
China?” “Why don’t Americans want China in the WTO?” “Why do you care
about Taiwan? What would YOU do if HAWAII wanted to leave the U.S.?”
“Professor, do you own a gun?” [like all the other Americans.]) Our
conversations ranged all over the map of American pop culture, education, and
politics. Most weeknights, small groups of four or five visited my apartment.
We discussed class material, but also veered off into conversations about their
education, their hopes for the future, current affairs, religion, and Chinese culture.
The students were the best part of the experience, both because of their eagerness
to learn, and because of the insight they gave me into how others see us.
When there was a chance, I traveled. During the May holiday, several of us
went by train and bus to the highlands of Qinghai. We visited a school for
nomadic Tibetans in an area so barren and remote that the only fuel for cooking
or heat is yak dung. (The American teacher we met remarked he knew he had
been there a long time when he caught himself having conversations about the
quality of the dung he was burning – too wet and it gets unbearably smoky!!)
After my semester ended, in late June, a Chinese friend and I headed to the oasis
town of Dunhuang to hike up the sand dunes and tour a famous collection of
Buddhist grottoes featuring statues and murals that are nearly two thousand
years old. We also stopped at Jiayuguan, the fortress at the western end of
China’s 1,500 mile Great Wall. (In January, I had hopped the train from Beijing
to the coast, near Beidahe, to see where the eastern end of the Great Wall meets
the sea. Thus, my trip to Jiayuguan enabled me to accomplish one of my objectives
for the trip: to stand on both ends of the Great Wall – too bad I didn’t have time
to hike the distance in between.)
In my teaching, and on my travels, I encountered many Chinese who wanted
to talk about the “big issues” in our relations: the future of Taiwan, WTO, trade
and, yes, the possibility of war. Sometimes, my heart would ache as I listened to
Continued on page 6
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Kendra Russell’s Life is Delicate Balance of Challenges
As a child growing up in Chattanooga, Tenn., VMI
Brodie pauses. “I don't think there’s anyone on the
first classman Kendra Russell was a member of a highly
post that would have a bad thing to say about Kendra.
skilled and trained children’s choir. Exposed to the
She never avoids anything; she’s a consummate team
different ways in which many voices meld into one to bring
player.”
forth a composer’s glory, she also learned early about the
And why does she never avoid anything? She chuckled
value of self-discipline and self-control.
and replied, “I guess it’s because I’ve always been one
Could that marriage of exposure to a variety of
to want to do that which scares me most.” Due a May Air
musical approaches coupled with the need for calm
Force commission, she has embraced combat survival
discipline be the seed that has grown into an impressively
training: “I like to get the toughest things done first.”
eclectic array of activities and interests for the busy
She enjoyed rat boxing. “I discovered I move
Kendra Russell
Tennessean?
instinctively, and that I prefer punching to being
Assigned appropriate times within Russell’s packed
punched,” she recalled.
schedule are her duties as editor-in-chief (EIC) of The Cadet, VMI’s cadet
She is taking 19.5 hours this semester, well above the required academic
newspaper. And how did a mathematics major coupled with heavy involvement load, and she has taken 25 hours in past semesters. Has she fallen behind?
in the sciences come to be involved with the Fourth Estate? Russell’s soothing No, she has expanded her academic repertoire to English and history in
voice lacks any trace of her Southern roots. “I think the choir experience addition to math and science courses. A Renaissance Math major? “No, I
did that,” she surmised. “We were taught how not to have an accent.”
became a math major by accident. I had taken several advanced math courses
“How did I get involved with the newspaper. To tell you the truth, my in high school, so it seemed reasonable at the time.”
third class year I was so disgusted by how unprofessional it was ... full of
She also has distinguished herself in physics. Maj. Stacey Vargas,
typos and terrible grammatical errors. If I’m going to complain, then I’m assistant professor of physics and astronomy, knows Russell well. “She did
going to try to be part of the solution,” she said calmly.
an independent project last spring in which she built a tunable laser from
“And as soon as I showed up to volunteer, I just fell in love with the scratch. She went to Taiwan last summer and worked on a laser project.
whole experience,” she continued.
She has so many interests and talents. She’s a great writer. She is interested
Kendra Russell has become enamored with much at VMI, starting with in everything. She has the drive to do whatever she likes,” Vargas said.
her first visit as a high school senior and growing well beyond the scope of
Laughing, she added, “Of course, sometimes she does get spread a
little thin.”
her newspaper involvement.
“When I came to visit, I fell in love with the architecture. The post
Russell agreed and added, “I wouldn’t have it any other way. If I don’t
struck me in a wonderful way. I know one is never supposed to make a get involved with the paper, I don’t have this wonderful experience. I’ve
selection on looks, but the uniformity of VMI appealed to me,” she said.
learned so much from working with the newspaper about writing and
Ironically, this member of the first class of women to be assimilated managing peers. I’m even planning on pursuing a Master’s Degree in
into the Institute, she had not attended anything but all-girls preparatory linguistics after I fulfill my Air Force commitment.”
Kurt Iverson ’85, VMI Foundation Campaign Manager, has unique insight
schools in Chattanooga. She also had worn uniform dress to school every
day for a decade. “Co-education was as new to me as it was to some of my into the problems faced by The Cadet EIC. He served as EIC his first class
male Brother Rats,” she quipped with a hint of irony. “I was accustomed to year and served as faculty advisor to the paper through last year.
wearing uniforms. Another thing to which I was not accustomed was the
“Kendra is the perfect person for the job,” he said without hesitation.
“She is very conscious of facts and style without muzzling anyone. She has
mass of satellite trucks that were here when we arrived.”
“Looking back over the past years, I am truly amazed and impressed by this remarkable ability to stay on an even keel.”
Russell concurred. “I’m blessed. I’ve always been a content, calm,
the job the Institute did in preparing for co-education. After I read Breaking
Out (by Laura Brodie .. a fascinating, straightforward look at the assimilation centered person. For that I’m grateful.” She thought a minute. “I did have
process), I was even more impressed by all the Institute considered in making one really down week during the rat line, but I never thought of leaving and
it went away.”
this work,” she observed.
Iverson continued his assessment of Russell’s gifts. “She balances the
This is the fourth year Russell has played trumpet in the VMI Regimental
professionalism of detail and the extremism of those who want to run wild
Band. This is only the fourth year she has ever played the trumpet, too.
“Kendra’s the greatest,” blurted Col. John Brodie, Director of the in editorials or on the humor page. She’s willing to pay attention to detail
Regimental Band. “She’s an awesome musician. She was trained in classical and at the same time she’s willing to test the edge. That’s one of the toughest
guitar at home, but when she arrived she told me she wanted to learn to play things to do at VMI, and she does it instinctively.”
Asked what she hoped would be said about her four years at the Institute,
the trumpet. ‘You mean from scratch?’ I asked her, and she nodded. We
spent the first semester of her rat year with individual lessons, and she picked she rubbed her class ring. “I hope they would say ‘She made a positive
contribution.’”
it right up and has been a strong trumpet player in the band.”
They will.
The Institute Report, December 8, 2000
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Air Force General Hal M.
Hornburg spoke to the
Corps of Cadets November 16 in Jackson Memorial Hall. Gen. Hornburg
is commander, Air Education and Training Command, with headquarters
at Randolph Air Force
Base, Texas. As commander, he is responsible for the recruiting,
training and education
of Air Force personnel.

Maj. Troy Siemers Selected as
Exxon Mobile Project NExT Fellow
Major Troy J. Siemers, assistant
professor of mathematics, has been selected
to be an Exxon Mobil Project NExT Fellow for
2000 – 2001. Project NExT(New Experiences
in Teaching) is a program for new or recent
Ph.D.’s in the mathematical sciences who are
interested in improving the teaching and
learning of undergraduate mathematics.
Fellows have the opportunity to implement
new curricula and alternative teaching
techniques in their classrooms. Only sixty
mathematicians throughout the U.S. were named Fellows for 2000 – 2001.
Maj. Siemers began teaching mathematics at VMI in 1999. He received his
B.S. and M.S. degree from Purdue University and his Ph.D. from the University
of Virginia.

Wilkinson
Continued from page 4

criticisms of American policies or gloomy forecasts. But just as often, I was
buoyed by conversations with students, teachers, friends and strangers that hinted
at a quest for mutual respect and understanding. I can only hope that I did
something to promote that understanding, for I know that I profited immensely
from my seven months in “the Middle Kingdom.” The experience will enrich
my teaching about China in the future, so I can only conclude by encouraging
faculty and students alike to consider an international experience of their own.
It’s a big world out there, but it’s getting smaller every day.

Institute Calendar – Spring 2001
SPRING SEMESTER
2001
Christmas furlough ends (by 10 p.m.) .......................................... Sun., 14 Jan.
Registration (8 a.m. - 4 p.m.) ...................................................... Mon., 15 Jan.
Classes begin for all cadets (8 a.m.) ............................................ Tues., 16 Jan.
Last day for curriculum and course changes .............................. Thurs., 24 Jan.
Assessment Day (No Classes) ........................................................ Wed., 7 Mar.
Spring furlough begins (CAD) .......................................................... Fri., 9 Mar.
Cadets return from furlough (by 10 p.m.) .................................... Sun., 18 Mar.
Jonathan Daniels,’61, Ceremony (No Classes)........................... Thurs., 29 Mar.
Spring FTX (No Classes on Monday & Tuesday) .................. Fri.-Tues., 6-10 Apr.
Spring Reunion ................................................................ Fri. - Sat., 27-28 Apr.
Classes end ...................................................................................... Fri., 4 May
Final examinations begin .................................................................. Sat., 5 May
Exams end ..................................................................................... Sat., 12 May
New Market Day ceremony, 2 p.m. ............................................... Tues., 15 May
Commencement, 11 a.m. ............................................................... Sat., 19 May
Summer Session ........................................................................... Wed., 23 May
Class Changes:
Spring: ............................ Monday classes will meet on Friday, 19 January 2001
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First Classman Eric Mann, a 6'9" senior, leads a resurgent VMI basketball
team into the 2000-2001 campaign. A prolific shot-blocker and rebounder,
Mann will be counted on along with fellow first classmen guard Richard
Bruce and forward Nick Richardson to propel the Keydets into the upper
ranks of the Southern Conference. Bolstered by a deep bench and a strong
contingent of Rats, the 2000-2001 “Runnin’ Roos” look to improve upon
last year’s disappointing last-place finish. Highlights of the coming season
include a recent visit by the University of Virginia to Cameron Hall, their
first since 1984, and a road date against the University of South Carolina
on December 28.
The Institute Report, December 8, 2000

Cadet Battery is one of Institute’s Oldest Cadet Activities
It was appropriate that the centerpiece of the Founders Day Review on
November 11, 2000 was the rededication of the original Cadet Battery, complete
with horse-drawn caissons. The historical tribute was accented by the firing of a
14-round salute by the modern Cadet Battery. The Cadet Battery is one of VMI’s
oldest cadet activities, dating back to 1848.
The Cadet Battery is also one the Army ROTC Department’s extracurricular
activities. Sponsored by Army ROTC, the Cadet Battery provides VMI cadets the
opportunity to learn about the basic principles of field artillery. The Battery
trains on the maintenance, movement and operation of the five 105mm towed
howitzers owned by the U.S. Army.
The Battery participates in a number of ceremonies supporting the Institute
including occasions such as: Founder’s Day, various VIP visits, and the Breakout
Ceremony at New Market Battlefield. The Battery also supports the U.S. Army
Cadet Command during the Marshall Awards held annually at VMI. The Cadet
Re-enactors from Reilly's Battery and the 2nd Virginia Cavalry, Co. C,
Stuart Horse Artillery, draw the Cadet Battery to its position in front
of the Jackson Statue as part of Founders Day activities.

The Cadet Battery fires a 14-round salute during
the Founders Day Parade November 11, 2000.

Battery has also fired in support of other US Army Cadet Command ceremonies.
Another very visible extension of the Cadet Battery is VMI’s miniature
howitzer, Little John II. Over the years, Little John II has become an integral part
of cadet life. Cadet Battery members are responsible for firing Little John II at
pep rallies and football games.
The VMI Cadet Battery is open to all cadets at VMI. The Battery currently
comprises Army, Air Force, and Marine cadets. The Cadet Battery also provides
training and maintenance support for the 75mm howitzer at Mary Baldwin College
used by the VWIL cadets.
The Cadet Battery hopes to expand its role with the recent dedication of the
newly refurbished cannons in front of Jackson Statue on the Parade Ground.
There are plans to incorporate Mathew, Mark, Luke, and John into various
ceremonies at VMI. The Cadet Battery is always ready to support the Insitute.

Potpourri
❖ The National Endowment for the Humanities has awarded a $250,000 two-year grant to the Virtual Library of Virginia Virginia Heritage Project Task Force to
create a union database integrating thousands of Encoded Archival Description, tagged finding aids, that describe and provide online access to a large body of
primary source materials held by the major academic and research libraries in Virginia. The project will draw on collections held by VMI as well as materials held
at the University of Virginia, the College of William and Mary, George Mason University, the Library of Virginia, Old Dominion University, Virginia Commonwealth
University, the Virginia Historical Society, Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, and Washington and Lee University. The database will be freely available on the
internet to scholars, students, and citizens.
❖ Colonel Henry D. Schreiber, professor and head of chemistry, was interviewed for an article that appears in the November 13 issue of Chemical &
Engineering News. The issue examined the employment outlook for 2001 in the field of chemistry. The article also featured a photograph of two cadets and Major
Claudia M. Pirkle, assistant director of admissions and former instructor in chemistry.
❖ An article written by Colonel Keith Gibson ’77, Director of VMI Museum Programs, entitled: “Civil War Footsteps – Legacy of ‘Stonewall’ Jackson Linked to
Virginia Military Institute” appears in the October/November issue of Maryland Cracker Barrel. The article also features photographs of VMI and Stonewall
Jackson.
❖ “Atmospheric Carbon and the Future of the Radiocarbon Dating Method,” a seminar held by Lieutenant Colonel Ross T. Thomas, associate professor of
physics, and Major Troy J. Siemers, assistant professor of mathematics and computer science, was held at VMI on November 14.
❖ Colonel Rose Mary Sheldon, professor of history, attended the annual convention of the Virginia Junior Classical League in Richmond, Va. on November 1920. While at the convention, she gave two talks on the Battle of the Teutoburgerwald, which was the ambush and destruction of three Roman legions in a forest in
northwest Germany in AD 9. The battle totally destroyed Augustus’ ambition of an empire beyond the Rhine.
❖ Colonel Tappey H. Jones ’70, professor of chemistry, co-wrote a paper with J.A. Torres and R.R. Snelling entitled “Distribution, Ecology, and Behavior of
Anochetus kempfi (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) and Description of the Sexual Forms.” The paper was published in Volume 36 of Sociobiology.
❖ Fifteen entries, totalling some 30,000 words, written by Col. Spencer C. Tucker ’59, professor and holder of the John Biggs ’30 Cincinnati Professor of History,
appear in World War II in the Pacific, An Encyclopedia, edited by Stanley Sandler, former Conquest Chairholder in history. Also, Sir Jeremy Black, of the University
of Exeter has dedicated his book War: Past, Present & Future to Col. Tucker.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday, 8 December:
Exams begin.
Wednesday, 13 December:
9:30 a.m. Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall.
Friday, 16 December:
Exams end.
Commissioning.
December graduation, J.M. Hall.
Noon
Christmas furlough begins.
Basketball @ Old Dominion.
Monday, 18 December:
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. Randolph Macon,
Cameron Hall.
Wednesday, 20 December:
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. Mary Washington,
Cameron Hall.
Sunday, 24 December:
Christmas Eve.
Monday, 25 December:
Christmas Day.
Thursday, 28 December:
7:30 p.m. Basketball @ South Carolina.
Friday, 29 December:
All Day
Wrestling @ The Midlands.
Saturday: 30 December:
All Day
Wrestling @ The Midlands.
Wednesday, 3 January:
7 p.m.
Basketball @ App. State.
Saturday, 6 January:
1 p.m.
Basketball vs. Western Carolina,
Cameron Hall.
Tuesday, 9 January:
7 p.m.
Wrestling @ American.
VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE
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Wednesday, 10 January:
7:30 p.m. Basketball @ Furman.
Saturday, 13 January:
Noon
Wrestling @ N.C. State Duals.
7:15 p.m. Basketball @ The Citadel.
Sunday, 14 January:
10 p.m. Christmas furlough ends.
Monday, 15 January:
8 a.m.
Registration.
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. UNC-Greensboro,
Cameron Hall.
Tuesday, 16 January:
Classes begin.
7:30 p.m. Wrestling vs. George Mason, Cocke
Hall.
Wednesday, 17 January:
4 p.m.
Department Heads meeting, Smith
Hall Board Room.
Thursday, 18 January:
7 p.m.
Wrestling @ James Madison.
Friday, 19 January:
Indoor Track @ Va. Tech Inv.
General faculty and staff meeting.
“Corps Values” dinner banquet.
4:30 p.m. Parade, parade ground.
Saturday, 20 January:
Indoor Track @ Va. Tech Inv.
All Day
Wrestling @ Virginia Intercollegiates.
7:30 p.m. Basketball @ Davidson.
Sunday, 21 January:
10:30 a.m. VMI Sacred Assembly, J.M. Hall.
Tuesday, 23 January:
Publications Board meeting.

Wednesday, 24 January:
Last day for curriculum/course
changes.
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. ETSU, Cameron Hall.
Friday, 26 January:
Indoor Track @ Ikon Inv.
6 p.m.
Swimming @ Howard.
4:30 p.m. Review, parade ground.
7:30 p.m. Wrestling vs. ODU, Cocke Hall.
Saturday, 27 January:
Indoor Track @ Ikon Inv.
7 p.m.
Basketball @ Western Carolina.
Monday, 29 January:
Bloodmobile (Jan. 29-Jan. 31.)
Tuesday, 30 January:
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. Davidson, Cameron
Hall.
Wednesday, 31 January:
2 p.m.
Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall
board room.
7 p.m.
Wrestling @ Virginia Tech.
Friday, 2 February:
VMI Winter Relays.
4:30 p.m. Parade, parade ground.
Saturday, 3 February:
VMI Winter Relays.
ROTC Control Day.
9 a.m.
Wrestling @ All-Academy Champ.
1 p.m.
Basketball vs. UTC, Cameron Hall.
Monday, 5 February:
7:30 p.m. Basketball @ UNC-Greensboro.
Thursday, 8 February:
AFROTC Dining In.
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