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President Carter to Accept Daniels Award
Former President Jimmy Carter will travel to Lexington on March 29 to accept the
first Jonathan Myrick Daniels ’61 Humanitarian Award in a ceremony that will take
place at 11 a.m. in Cameron Hall. President Carter was named the first recipient a year
ago during VMI’s annual remembrance of Jonathan Daniels, valedictorian of the VMI
Class of 1961, who was killed in Hayneville, Alabama in August 1965 while saving the
life of Ruby Sales, a black teenage girl.
President Carter is scheduled to arrive on Post at 10:30 a.m. for a brief tour of
Barracks prior to the presentation. Taking part in the ceremony with the former
President will be VMI Superintendent Major General Josiah Bunting III, The Very
Reverend John A. Simpson, retired Dean of the Canterbury Cathedral, The Very Reverend
Nathan D. Baxter, Dean of Washington National Cathedral, and Bruce C. Gottwald,
President James Carter
President of the VMI Board of Visitors. Following a luncheon, by invitation, in Crozet
Hall, President Carter will tour the Marshall Museum, and the culmination of the day’s event with be a full honors parade
by the Corps of Cadets at 2:30.
The VMI Board of Visitors established The Jonathan Daniels Award in February 1998 to emphasize the virtue of
humanitarian public service and recognize individuals who have made significant personal sacrifice to protect or improve
the lives of others. President Carter was the Board’s unanimous choice for the inaugural award.
Following a distinguished career of public service to include our nation’s highest elected office in which he championed
human rights throughout the world, President Carter founded the Carter Center in Atlanta, Georgia in 1982. Officially
dedicated in October 1986, The Carter Presidential Center is a nonpartisan and nonprofit Center that addresses national
and international issues of public policy. Carter Center fellows, associates, and staff join President Carter in efforts to
resolve conflict, promote democracy, protect human rights, and prevent disease and other afflictions. Through the Global
2000 program, the Center advances health and agriculture in the developing world.
President Carter has been recognized and honored nationally and internationally for his humanitarian efforts. His
wife Rosalynn joins him in these endeavors. Both are regular volunteers in Habitat for Humanity, a non-profit organization
that helps needy people in the United States and other countries renovate and build homes for themselves.
Jonathan Daniels was a seminarian at the Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1965 when he
answered the call of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. for clergy to assist with civil rights and voter registration efforts in the
South. After graduation from VMI, Daniels attended Harvard University on a Danforth Fellowship to study English, but
decided that his calling was in the ministry. On August 20, 1965, he made the ultimate sacrifice, his life for that of another.
He was killed by a shotgun blast from the gun of Tom Coleman in front of a country store in Hayneville, Alabama.
Continued on page 4
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VMI Athletics to Restructure in 2002-2003
Donny White, VMI Athletic Director, has announced a new strategic plan for intercollegiate athletics. Beginning in
Fall 2002, VMI will sponsor eleven men’s sports and five women’s sports. The plan will feature a progression of increased
scholarship and operational support for all of the conference sports.
Under the new plan, VMI’s conference sports for men will include: football, basketball, baseball, cross-country,
indoor track, outdoor track, wrestling, and soccer. The conference sports for women will include: cross-country, indoor
track, outdoor track, and soccer. Women’s soccer is scheduled to become a varsity sport as early as the fall of 2003.
Men’s lacrosse, men’s swimming, and men’s and women’s rifle are sports that fall outside of the umbrella of the
conference. They will be need-based-aid sports, schedule independently, and compete regionally against teams with
similar resources. Men’s tennis and men’s golf will be converted to club sports.
The Southern Conference, of which VMI has been a member since 1924, sponsors ten men’s sports’ championships
and nine women’s championships. VMI presently offers intercollegiate programs in 13 men’s sports, including all ten of
the Southern Conference sports plus rifle, lacrosse and swimming. VMI’s four women’s sports include cross-country,
indoor track and outdoor track, which compete in the Southern Conference, and rifle, an independent sport.
Continued on page 3
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General Wesley Clark to Speak at VMI
Former NATO Supreme Allied Commander
General Wesley K. Clark, USA
(Ret.), former Supreme Allied
Commander of Europe, will speak at
VMI on March 27 at 11 a.m. in Jackson
Memorial Hall. Gen. Clark retired as
one of the nation’s most highly
decorated military officers since
General Dwight D. Eisenhower. His
leadership experiences have taken him
from Vietnam to Latin America and
ultimately to the position of NATO’s
Supreme Allied Commander, where he
led unified forces to victory in NATO’s
first conflict.
Gen. Clark commanded all NATO
forces to success in the important and
controversial Kosovo conflict without
a single Allied casualty. He has also
been a leader in developing
international military and security
strategy in Europe, Latin America, the
Caribbean and Africa, as well as one
of the technology pioneers who helped
guide the Army into digital technology.
Now retired, Clark is a consultant
for Stephens Group, Inc., an
investment-banking firm founded in
1933. In this position, Clark will help
develop emerging technology

companies and bring them to the
marketplace. He was recently
presented with the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, the nation’s highest
civilian honor, for his outstanding
leadership and service in the Kosovo
conflict.
As American business is
increasingly sustained by the global
market, international political and
military strategy occupies a role of vital
significance. With a career that
includes powerful positions in
Washington, Latin America, and
Europe, Gen. Clark has been on the
front lines of the world’s emerging
markets, intimately aware of the
political strategy and psychology that

dictates corporate bottom lines.
Applying his experience and skills in
strategic leadership, high technology,
training and organizational
development to the challenges facing
the corporate world, he offers a
singularly informed and dynamic view
of leadership based on honor,
conviction, and action.
Gen. Clark is a four-star general
who has been awarded five Defense
Distinguished Service Medals, two
Army Distinguished Service Medals, the
Silver Star, four Legion of Merit Awards,
two Bronze Star Medals, the Purple
Heart, two Meritorious Service Medals,
and two Army Commendation Medals.
He has received honorary Knighthoods
from the British and Dutch
governments and was made a
Commander of the French Legion of
Honor.
A graduate of the United States
Military Academy at West Point, Gen.
Clark graduated first in his class. He
holds a Master’s degree in philosophy,
politics, and economics from Oxford
University where he studied as a
Rhodes Scholar.

“All Loves Excelling” Hits the Street

Turner Named
Director of
Undergraduate
Research
Col. William J. Stockwell,
Acting Dean of the Faculty has
announced the appointment of
Col. James R. Turner, holder of
the Wachtmeister Visiting Chair in
the Department of Biology, as
Director of Undergraduate
Research. In addition, an
Undergraduate
Research
Committee has been established
as a standing committee to
develop an Institute-wide
undergraduate research program
and to advise the Director of
Undergraduate Research.
“I am strongly committed to
expanding opportunities for
cadets to be involved in
undergraduate research as a way
of enriching our already strong
academic program,” stated Col.
Stockwell in making the
announcement. “We are very
fortunate to have someone of Col.
Turner’s expertise on our faculty
to shepherd the establishment of
this important initiative.”

Superintendent’s Novel Available April 1
VMI Superintendent Major
General Josiah Bunting III has drawn
on his vast educational background in
writing the novel, All Loves Excelling,
which will be available throughout the
country by April 1.
Published by Bridge Works
Publishing, the novel puts an insider’s
spotlight on the pressure today’s
teenagers endure as they compete for
admission to elite colleges. It is the
sensitively told story of an ambitious
mother and her impressionable young
daughter, a student at a prestigious
boarding school. But, at the same time,
it is also a story of school authorities
and parents driven by their own
agendas and ambitions and a portrayal
of prep school life and the tortured
world of adolescence.
General Bunting will promote the
book at several reading and signing
events to include Barnes & Noble
locations in Alexandria (3651
Jefferson Davis Highway), April 5 at
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Vietnam novel The Lionheads (George
Braziller) was selected by Time
magazine as one of the “Ten Best
Novels of 1973.”

Think Tank

Maj. Gen. Josiah Bunting III

7:30 p.m.; Marietta, Ga. (50 Barrett
Pkwy. Ste. 1100), April 6 at 7:30 p.m.;
Richmond (5501 West Broad St.),
April 26 at 7 p.m.; and at The Bookery
in Lexington, April 21, 1 p.m. It will
also be available for purchase on the
Internet through Amazon.com
General Bunting’s 1998 nonfiction An Education for Our Time
(Regnery) was a main selection of the
Conservative Book Club, and his 1972

Gen. Bunting will appear on the
PBS national broadcast of “Think Tank
with BenWattenberg.” His book “An
Education for Our Time” is featured with
the focus of the show on the future of
liberal arts education. It was taped on
February 28 and will air later in March
at a time and specific day to be
announced (check the VMI web-site).
Appearing with Gen. Bunting are
Dr. Maggie O’Brien, president of St. Mary’s
College; George Dennis O’Brien, president
emeritus, University of Rochester and
author of “All the Essential Half-Truths
about Higher Education”; and Richard
Hersh, former president of Hobart and
William Smith Colleges, who is currently
completing an assessment of liberal arts
majors for the RAND Corporation
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Strickler Moving to Superintendent’s Office
Steenburgh Named Acting PR Director
VMI Superintendent Major General Josiah Bunting III has named Public Relations
Director Col. Michael M. Strickler to succeed Col. Edwin L. Dooley, Jr. as Executive
Assistant to the Superintendent. Strickler has also been recommended to take Dooley’s
position as Secretary to the Board of Visitors. Col. Dooley will retire in June. Lt. Col.
Charles J. Steenburgh, Jr. will serve as acting director of public relations, effective July 1.
“This is a great opportunity for me to continue to serve my school, the
Superintendent, the Board of Visitors, and the Corps of Cadets,” said Strickler. “It will
also be a very humbling experience. To borrow from my prior sports background, I
feel like the centerfielder who took over for Willie Mays or the coach who succeeded
Vince Lombardi. You simply don’t replace a legend, and Ed Dooley has such status. I
will do my best to exemplify his expertise and professionalism.”
Strickler, a 1971 VMI graduate, has been public relations director since 1992. He
Col. Mike Strickler
returned to VMI in 1975 having earned a master degree in education from the College
of William & Mary and teaching high school for two years. He was executive assistant in the VMI Keydet Club for two years
before being named sports information director, a position he held for 15 years.
He transitioned to public relations in the middle of VMI’s court case involving the admission of women and handled
media relations prior to the 1996 Supreme Court decision and throughout the initial years of assimilation. “It has been a
situation seldom experienced by a public relations office at a small college, and I couldn’t have done it without the help
of a great staff.” noted Strickler. “We have worked closely with dozens of local, regional, national and international media
outlets. From the Village Voice to the New York Times, CNN to MTV, GQ to Newsweek, the BBC to Polish National
Television…we’ve just about seen them all.”
Lt. Col. Chuck Steenburgh, a 1986 VMI graduate, came to the Public Relations
Office in 1997 after having served as an instructor and assistant professor in the
Department of International Studies since 1990. As associate director of public relations,
Steenburgh has been involved in all aspects of VMI’s public relations efforts surrounding
the assimilation of women.
Having developed Internet sites in the public & private sectors from the early days
of the World Wide Web, Steenburgh spearheaded the most recent makeover of the VMI
web site, and maintains the news & athletics portions of the web site on an ongoing
basis. As VMI’s director of governmental relations, he represents VMI’s interests before
the General Assembly & other government agencies, spending several weeks each winter
in Richmond during the legislative session. He is probably most visible, however,
through his “hobby”—photographing sports and other events at VMI, which has evolved
Lt. Col. Chuck Steenburgh
into a fundamental part of VMI’s web site and publications marketing efforts.
Steenburgh continues an active role in academics, teaching courses in both the International Studies Department
and the Environmental Leadership program of the Civil & Environmental Engineering Department. He chairs the Applied
Technology Awards Committee and has served on the Institute Awards Committee since 1994. He has also served as a
member of the Commandant’s Officer-in-Charge staff for ten of the past eleven years.
As acting director of public relations, he will oversee efforts to reinvent VMI’s public relations & marketing strategy.
“We are poised to make the transition from a reactive mode, dictated by the court case and assimilation, to a more proactive, marketing-oriented approach,” said Steenburgh. “It is indeed an exciting time to be at VMI, particularly when you
are in a position to tell the world about the great things that are going on here.”

Environment Virginia Conference
On April 4, John Paul Woodley, Jr., Secretary of Natural Resources for the Commonwealth of Virginia, and Gerald Pl.
McCarthy, executive director of the Virginia Environmental Leadership, will give the opening presentations at this year’s
Environment Virginia Conference, twelfth in the annual series. Keynote speakers for this year’s conference is William C.
Baker, president and chief executive officer of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and Christopher W. Cole, Rear Admiral,
Navy Mid-Atlantic Region.
The April 4-5 conference, to be held in Cameron Hall, is hosted by the VMI Research Laboratories in conjunction
with the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), and the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation.
The purpose of the annual conference is to address current environmental topics and facilitate information exchange and
technology transfer. This year’s focus is “The Environmental Century: The Age of Innovation.”
Following the presentations is a panel discussion entitled “Topics of the Day.” At 1:15 p.m. and 3 p.m., participants
will attend concurrent paper sessions and workshops.
On day two of the symposium, participants will again attend panel discussions and concurrent paper sessions and
workshops.
For further information contact the conference office at VMI 540/464-7743
The Institute Report, March 19, 2001

Athletic
Restructuring
Continued from page 1

“VMI must have an athletic
program that can be successful and
sustainable and we must provide our
coaches and athletes with the
resources to compete on a level playing
field,” stated White. “We must also
insure that the programs will be on a
firm foundation financially. I am
confident that this plan, which has
been approved by the VMI Board of
Visitors, will make us more competitive
in athletics.”
The athletic restructuring plan
was the culmination of a two-year study
conducted by the athletic department.
The VMI Athletic Department and the
VMI administration, along with
members of the Board of Visitors, the
VMI Keydet Club, and the VMI
Foundation, developed the new
strategic athletic plan.

Slide Illustrated
Lecture on Iran
Peter J. Chelkowski, professor of
Middle Eastern Studies at New York
University, will speak at VMI on March
20. His presentation, “Politics and
Religion in the Propaganda of the
Islamic Republic of Iran: A Slide
Illustrated Lecture” will be held in
Lejeune Hall (4th floor) at 8 p.m.
Professor Chelkowski has
published widely on the history and
culture of the Middle East. His
publications include Ideology and
Power in the Middle East (co-edited
with Robert J. Pranger), Staging a
Revolution: The Art of Persuasion in
the Islamic Republic (with H.
Dabashi), and Ta’ziveh: Ritual and
Drama in Iran (editor).
Chelkowski’s presentation is
sponsored by the VMI Department of
History’s World History Program, with
with funding provided by Dudley P.
Digges, ’39 Academic Speakers Fund.
The presentation is free and the public
is welcome. For more information
contact the history department at 540/
464-7338.
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Band Wins
Mendelson
Award

The Class of 2004 gives “Old Yells” in the courtyard following their recognition as the newest class in Barracks.

The Virginia Military Institute Class of 2004 was officially recognized on February 25, with the end of the Rat Line.
Continuing in the spirit of decades of tradition, several days of activities culminated in the infamous climb up the muddy
hill that has come to symbolize the transition from “New Cadet” to “Old Corps.”
Breakout was carried out under the supervision of the Class of 2001, and the “dykes” (mentors) of the Class of
2004. On Sunday, the entire corps participated in Breakout, with the Classes of 2002 and 2003 manning Breakout Hill.
After conquering the hill, the “Rats” returned to Barracks for the traditional series of “Old Yells.” With a final “Old Yell”
for the Class of 2004, the former “Rats” became 4th classmen in the eyes of fellow cadets and VMI alumni.

One-Day Conference on Cold War Early Years at VMI
VMI is sponsoring a one-day conference on the early years of the Cold War on Friday, March 23. Speakers will
discuss the origins of that fifty year undeclared conflict in Europe and Asia, and will also examine the political and social
impact of the Cold War in American life. Dr. Robert Herzstein, distinguished biographer of publisher Henry Luce, will
open the conference with an address on perceptions and misperceptions in international affairs.
The first morning panel will focus on Marshall’s role in the early Cold War, as Army Chief of Staff, diplomatic envoy
and Secretary of State. The afternoon session will turn to the problems of Europe, Asia, and the United States, examining
the interplay of domestic and international conflict.
Other participants in the conference include: Col. John T. Nelson II, U.S. Army, National Defense University; Col.
Mark F. Wilkinson, VMI professor of history; Larry Bland, George C. Marshall Museum and Research Library; Col. Spencer
C. Tucker, professor and John Biggs ’30 Cincinnati Professor of Military History at VMI; Chen Jian, University of Virginia;
Steven Miner, Ohio University (invited); and Col. Paul Pierpaoli, Edwin P. Conquest ’14 Chair in History at VMI.
This event is possible due to a generous grant from the Robert R. McCormick Tribune Foundation. It is being jointly
organized by the VMI Department of History, the George C. Marshall Museum and Research Library and the VMI Foundation,
Inc. All sessions will take place in the lower level of the George C. Marshall Museum at VMI.
The presentations are free and open to the public. VMI encourages the community to come and listen and discuss
the important historical episode with our panelists.
For further information, contact Col. Mark F. Wilkinson at the VMI Department of History (540/464-7475; email:
wilkinsonmf@vmi.edu) or Scott Belliveau at the VMI Foundation, Inc. (540/464-7287; email: scottb@vmiaa.org).

Daniels Award
Continued from page 1

When he heard of the tragedy, Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “One of the most heroic Christian deeds of which I have
heard in my entire ministry was performed by Jonathan Daniels. Certainly there are no incidents more beautiful in the
annals of church history, and though we are grieved at this time, our grief should give way to a sense of Christian honor
and nobility.”
Over the years, Jonathan Daniels’ selfless act often has been recognized. Two books have been written about him, a
documentary entitled “Here Am I Send Me, The Journey of Jonathan Daniels” aired nationally on the Odyssey in 1999, and
a feature on Daniels and the first Daniels Humanitarian Award is scheduled to air on CBS Sunday Morning, April 1. In the
summer of 1994, the Episcopal Church added the date of his death to its Calendar of Lesser Feasts and Fasts, an honor
bordering on sainthood or martyrdom. In England’s Canterbury Cathedral, there is a Chapel of Martyrs in which 15
modern day martyrs are honored. Jonathan Daniels and Martin Luther King, Jr. are the only two representatives from the
United States.
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The Regimental Band’s trip
recently traveled to New Orleans,
La. to again participate in Mardi
Gras. The band marched in the
Endymion Parade, the largest and
most prestigious parade held
during the Mardi Gras
celebration, capturing the
Mendelson Award as the “best
military unit” out of twelve in the
parade. VMI’s band has an
excellent track record at Mardi
Gras. They have won first place
in the Endymion parade in each
of their previous seven
appearances.
The Endymion parade is the
longest of the seventeen parades
during Mardi Gras, eight and one
half miles from start to finish,
taking five hours to complete. It
included over fifty floats and forty
bands and marching units from
across the United States. The
parade ended in the Louisiana
Super Dome and was televised on
two local New Orleans channels.
As “breakout” was scheduled
only two weeks before the trip,
the band was comprised of only
second and third classmen within
the company and several other
cadets, including the VMI Color
Guard. The fifty-one cadets were
well received by the crowds.
Lt. Col. Mike Woloshuk, VMI
Class of ’72, flew the band to New
Orleans on a C-130. Colonel
Woloshuk is a member of the
United States Air Force 95th Air
Squadron of the 440th Air Wing
from Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Also, Commander Bill Crow
arranged lodging for the band on
the USS Austin (LPD-4).
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Cadet Claunch honored by General Assembly
Piano Quartet
Members to
Give Concert
The VMI Department of English
and Fine Arts and The Timmins-Gentry
Music Society present Tobias Werner,
cello and Peter Henderson, piano,
members of the Garth Newel Piano
Quartet in concert on Thursday, March
22. The concert will be held in Jackson
Memorial Hall at 8 p.m. The event is
free and the public is welcome. For
more information call (540) 4647240.

Dorn to Speak
on East Timor
Professor Walter Dorn of the
Department of Politics and Economics,
Royal Military College of Canada and
the Lester B. Pearson Canadian
International Peacekeeping Training
Centre, will give a talk on Tuesday
March 20th at 7:30 p.m. in room 507,
Nichols Engineering Building. His talk
is entitled: “East Timor: Traumatic
Birth of a New Nation (Experiences of
an UN Electoral Officer).”
Professor Dorn, is an
acknowledged expert on U.N.
peacekeeping having lectured around
the world on the topic, as well has
having been on the ground during
peacekeeping operations. He has just
recently returned from a two-month
visit to Indonesia where a U.N.
peacekeeping mission has been
instrumental in the peaceful resolution
of East Timor’s demand for
independence from Indonesia.
The Department of Internationals
Studies and International Studies
Programs are sponsoring the talk.
Refreshments will be served following
the event.
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First classmen Erin Claunch (second from left) and Charlie Bunting were recently honored on the floor of the
Virginia General Assembly. Presenting Senate Joint Resolution 412 to the cadets was John Hager, lieutenant
governor of the Commonwealth (left) with Major General Josiah Bunting III, Superintendent of VMI (right)
looking on.

On Thursday, February 15, 2001, VMI first classmen Erin Claunch and Charlie Bunting were honored on the floor of
the Virginia General Assembly with the presentation of Senate Joint Resolution 412.
Claunch, an academically distinguished physics major, commands the 2nd battalion in the VMI Corps of Cadets. An
Institute Scholar and Air Force ROTC scholarship cadet, Claunch has also lettered in cross country at VMI, and has
organized a mounted color guard, the first mounted unit at VMI in decades. Her success at VMI, culminating in her rise
to the highest levels of cadet leadership, was the primary motivation for the resolution, which was sponsored by Senator
Bill Mims, R-Loudon, who represents Claunch's hometown of Round Hill in the General Assembly.
Bunting, an academically distinguished English major, is president of the Class of 2001 and a member of the varsity
lacrosse team. He accepted the resolution on behalf of the Class of 2001, the first co-ed class at VMI.
Later that evening, the VMI Alumni Agencies hosted the annual VMI Legislative Reception for members of the General
Assembly and the Governor's Cabinet at the Library of Virginia. A number of elected officials, including Lt. Gov. John
Hager, House Speaker Vance Wilkins, and Senator Tommy Norment '68 attended the event.

Cadet Co to Receive James Howe Award
Cadet Jason E. Co ’01 will receive the James Lewis Howe Award from the Virginia
Blue Ridge Section of the American Chemical Society. The Howe Award recognizes
outstanding achievements by college seniors in each chemistry or biochemistry
department in the section. Co will be recognized for the award, which consists of a
copy of the Merck Index and a certificate, at a dinner to be held April 9 at Radford
University.
Co, a chemistry major from Orlando, Fla., is a dean’s list student who has numerous
presentations and publications on undergraduate research to his credit. He is a member
of Phi Eta Sigma, Phi Kappa Phi, and Who’s Who Among Students in American Colleges
and Universities.
During his time at VMI, Co has won many awards including: the CRC Freshman
Chemistry Achievement Award; the Lemuel MacKennie Long Jarman Award, for
outstanding scholarship, conduct and character; the ACS Polymer Education Award, for outstanding performance in
organic chemistry; the Leslie German Second Class Award, for excellence in the study of analytical chemistry; and the
Larry L. Jackson ’62 Research Award, for his achievements in undergraduate research.
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Cadet Overcomes Incredible Odds To Return To VMI
As the conclusion of the Institute’s 1999 Summer Session
this is the one easiest to combat.” Nonetheless, the oncology
approached, rising second classman Scott Smith felt good about
specialist wanted to start that combat almost immediately. Scott
his world. Never had he been more certain that VMI had been
checked into Georgetown University Hospital the following day
the correct choice.
to begin the chemotherapy. He was placed in an air-locked
As a senior at Spotsylvania High School near
ward designed to minimize patient exposure to bacteria and
viruses that might overpower the weakened patient’s immune
Fredericksburg, he fancied that he'd like to follow in the
professional footsteps of his father, a veteran captain with
system.
Northwest Airlines. He visited the Naval Academy, and “it just
On Thursday, Scott began a brutal daily triple of
chemotherapy, followed by a spinal tap, which was followed
struck me that a military school would be the best fit for me.
On the other hand, I wasn’t sure if I wanted to make the postby another bone marrow test. “It certainly wasn’t fun,” Smith
recalled. “My VMI experience had really taught me the value
graduation time commitment required.”
of perseverance. I think my VMI experience helped me to be
Enter Norah Fick, Smith’s girlfriend since high school.
Scott Smith
optimistic and hopeful.” That grueling daily process continued
Her father, John Fick ’72, heard of Scott’s interest in VMI and
“showed me his yearbooks and uniforms. He took us to a football game against for several days.
The Citadel, and it just felt like the place I should be,” recalled Smith.
Finally, the physicians decided that Smith could be released to go home
He had enjoyed his summer’s stay in Lexington, out of uniform and working and continue his chemotherapy at home. Before leaving the hospital, a catheter
hard in Col. H. Francis Bush’s “Financial Accounting” course, one he was was placed in the left side of his chest to allow him to inject his own chemotherapy.
repeating to salvage an earlier attempt’s grade. He was extremely excited that “That was not a lot of fun either, but it was good to be at home,” Smith said. “My
his younger brother, Ryan, would be entering the Institute as a “rat.” For the left arm started to swell badly, and they told me that my body had rejected the
second year, he would be part of the elite cadre, who is primarily responsible catheter, and a blood clot had developed. That was the end of at-home
for the education and training of a “Rat Mass,” seeking to facilitate said mass chemotherapy.”
Several weeks into the treatment, Smith experienced a very low point one
into a unified class.
He was excited about the cruise his family had planned for the conclusion day while taking a shower. “I’m in the shower washing my hair. As I ran my
of summer session. Just two weeks remained until he would report back for hands through my hair, something felt different. I looked down in my palms and
cadre. He had been working out regularly throughout the summer, but lately there were huge clumps of my hair. It was creepy; with no effort I could pull my
hair out. ‘This is just fabulous, really fabulous,’ I said to myself.”
those workouts had become more difficult.
Scott continued his regular visits to Georgetown Hospital as summer turned
About the only thing in the cosmos Scott Smith had to complain about was
the pain in his knees. What had begun as subtle soreness had turned over time to autumn. All the while his relationship with his VMI family grew. “I can’t say
into nagging pain. Col. Bush encouraged Smith to see a doctor. “Nah, I'll be enough good things about his roommates and classmates” his mother recalled.
alright,” Smith replied, trying to override the pain that had made even walking “When all his hair was falling out right before Ring Figure, they brought clippers
increasingly difficult. Unknown to Smith, a concerned VMI faculty member had to the hospital and shaved their hair down to the same length as Scott’s. They’d
say, ‘Smitty, you’re looking real bad,’ and they’d trim his hair to equal length.”
phoned the cadet’s mother expressing interest.
It had been Scott’s goal from day one of his ordeal to return to VMI in
Scott returned to his home on a Saturday to prepare for the family’s cruise,
but his mother had already arranged a Monday appointment with the family’s January 2000 and continue his cadet experience. By November 1999, that was
physician. The doctor did a routine physical examination and could offer no looking like a real possibility. He had joined his parents and younger brother in
explanation for the growing pain in Scott’s knees. His mother insisted that the Lexington for Parents Weekend. Hairless, he and Norah were in Lexington to
share the magic of Ring Figure.
physician do a complete blood screening.
Early November brought the pleasing news that Scott’s leukemia was in
Scott was still focused on the cruise and his return to VMI to await the
arrival of his younger brother as a rat. The phone rang, and the Smith’s world remission. He had been taking a few classes at Mary Washington during the fall
began to tumble upon hearing their doctor’s blunt words: “I need for you all to in an attempt to stay as even as possible academically with his VMI class. He was
meet me at the hospital as quickly as you can, and Scott needs to be prepared to looking forward to visiting Norah at Mary Baldwin and making use of his season’s
pass to Wintergreen. He had even accepted the necessity of injecting himself
check in.”
Having learned that day that he had earned a B in his summer session with blood thinners to stifle further clotting. “Now, you really ought to try that
course, Scott was still dwelling on the upcoming cruise. What he learned upon sometime,” he said with a wisp of sarcasm.
He had lost 30 pounds, had little if any hair, and his muscles had lost most
arriving at the hospital put the cruise on immediate hold. The doctor told the
Smiths that the normal count for white blood cells is 3,000-5000. Scott’s count of their tone, as working out proved too difficult. He had lost his appetite to
massive doses of prednisone and chemotherapy. “I used to absolutely love M&Ms.
was 50,000.
“It was surreal,” he remembered. “I had never checked into a hospital before. All that medication does strange things to taste buds. I found I had totally lost my
It was getting in the way of our cruise plans.” Before the day was through, Smith taste for M&Ms.”
With the leukemia in remission and chemotherapy having shifted to a
would undergo a harrowing bone marrow test. Suffice it to describe that test as
an extremely painful method of harvesting bone marrow samples, which employs maintenance phase, the Smiths began to plan a family Christmas vacation to
very large open needles to drive into the bone marrow and then extract it from replace the aborted summer cruise. Scott continued to receive strong support
several different bones. “Definitely not a pleasant experience,” Smith said of the from his friends at VMI, and he still harbored the longshot dream of returning
to VMI in January.
procedure he was to undergo multiple times in the days and weeks to follow.
“They (Scott’s VMI friends) always kept his spirits up. Without that hope
Tuesday dawned with bad news from the physician. “Alright, it looks like
there are some leukemia cells present,” he reported. He explained the presence ....” Her words faded.
With the disease in remission and the chemotherapy winding down, the
of lymphoblastic cells and gave Scott’s illness a name: “Acute Lymphoblastic
Leukemia” cancer that lives in the blood stream. Smith sighed as he thought of Smiths approached the holiday season full of joy with Scott’s continuing progress.
On December 23, 1999, Scott collapsed and fainted in his bathroom. “I
that moment, “Cancer is something that grandmothers who smoke get,” was his
thought. “And I guess this means the cruise is off?” he asked. The lack of a recall feeling woozy and thinking ‘Wow, I’m 22, young and strong. What’s
happening here?’ And then I was out.”
response was the only answer he needed.
What was happening there was that Scott was suffering from the ravages of
The doctors in Fredericksburg felt that Smith’s leukemia had been detected
early in its development and indicated that “if you have to get a type of leukemia, septic shock. He would spend the next 10 days in a coma fighting for his life
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against extremely long odds. His white blood cell count was zero; his blood
pressure was near zero, and his body was racked with infection and no means
to fight it.
Emergency medical technicians stabilized Scott en route to Mary
Washington Hospital. They told Scott’s parents not to worry. And they tried.
Scott was scheduled for the final in a chemotherapy series the next day, and the
Smiths asked if it would be prudent to take Scott there at that time. They heard
discussion among medical personnel of helicopter transport. Then they also
heard the words; “He won't make it in a helicopter.”
Scott became more critically ill with each passing moment. The Smiths
tried to get some definition from one of the doctors. One replied, “I’ve done
everything I can do; now I’m going to pray.”
Scott Smith was fighting for his life against a foe that wins over 90 percent
of its battles. His breathing became more labored. Within 12 hours, he was on
a respirator. For the next 48 hours, he hung suspended over the thin line
separating life and death.
For the next eight days, no one would tell the Smiths “He’s going to survive.”
They overheard hospital personnel say, “That kid that came in right before
Christmas ... it’s like he’s running a marathon every day.”
As his comatose state continued, Mrs. Smith cornered a doctor and pled,
“Please tell me he has a chance.” The doctor replied, “I’ve seen sicker people
get better.” It was much later when the doctor admitted to Mrs. Smith that he
had not told her the truth. Perhaps the Smiths were the only people who strongly
believed Scott would survive the New Year.
As was the case worldwide, the Smiths and Mary Washington Hospital staff
were troubled by what might occur with the coming of Y2K. The midnight hour
brought no new complications, but Scott remained in a coma. With Scott’s
breathing stable, doctors decided they would remove the young cadet from the
respirator later on New Year’s Day. There was still grave concern about his
neurological status, and he continued to show zero white blood cells.
“That afternoon,” recalled Mrs. Smith, a male nurse came to find me and
said ‘There’s something I want to show you.’ He took me to the door of Scott’s
room. All who enter had to be fully gowned and gloved.
“Suddenly, Scott rolled over and waved and I could see he was breathing
on his own. My knees turned to jelly. They let me in without the full gown, and
Scott wondered what had been happening. He was absolutely incredulous when
I told him he had been in a coma and on a respirator for 10 days,” she recalled.
“Just as suddenly, I realized that I was experiencing our family’s Christmas
miracle.”
Even miracles can exact a price. After all that Scott and the Smiths had
endured, their struggle was far from complete. As medical professionals scurried
to save Scott’s life, experience with septic shock left some believing it was highly
unlikely Scott would survive.
During that fearful 10 days that Scott hovered between life and death, all
of his body systems shut down in some manner at some time. He had experienced
massive intervascular clotting in his extremities. All of his fingers down to the
lowest knuckle and both of his feet had turned black, much as if he had suffered
a horrendous case of frostbite.
The attending vascular surgeon was quick with his diagnosis and treatment
plan. “We were told that Scott was out of the woods for survival. Then came the
stunning announcement that the best case for Scott would be below the knee
amputation of both calves and feet and amputation of all five fingers on his
right hand. We knew that would mean no return to VMI, and we knew that
would be a real blow to Scott because he loves the Institute so much.”
Mrs. Smith continued, “We honestly believe that the physical and mental
conditioning and training Scott received at VMI gave him the strength to survive
something that is nearly (always fatal).”
That training and grace under duress would continue to be tested. His
hands began to turn from black to blue to a bit of pink quickly, but his feet were
another matter. Such a condition produces excruciating pain. Scott felt it as he
stared down at toes that looked like charcoal briquettes. “It was during that
time in early January that Scott seemed to really pick up on our amazement,
wonder and gratitude that he was alive. To be honest, I was so sorry for him. At
The Institute Report, March 19, 2001

the same time, I was even prouder of him. Throughout the five months he had
already endured, he was always positive, appreciative and never complained. I
believe VMI has instilled a lot of that in him,” his mother continued.
Due to the zero level of white blood cells, any immediate surgical invasions
were out of the question. He remained in intensive care most of the rest of
January 2000, subsisting on a liquid diet. “That was a very tough time for me.
Not knowing what would happen was hard.” By late January, the white cell
count was acceptable, and Scott was allowed to return home.
“I made sure that every doctor, nurse and anyone else who would listen
knew that Scott was a cadet at VMI, and that Scott’s greatest desire was to return
as a cadet,” Mrs. Smith recalled. Still, local plastic surgeons stuck with the
need for the truly drastic amputations. The family, locked in on Scott’s desire to
return to VMI, began a search of prominent limb salvage specialists and
discovered one, Dr. Christopher Addinger, at Georgetown, which had been their
second home for many weeks. A veteran of the Vietnam War, Dr. Addinger listened
to the family’s concerns about Scott’s ability to return to VMI.
“This young man is a cadet at VMI,” Dr. Addinger told his colleagues.
“Let’s get him back there.” Addinger’s plan was precise: admit him today; we’ll
operate tomorrow.
Prior to entering the operating room, Scott told his mother, “Mom, this is
it. Let’s get on with it.”
In a long, sophisticated operation, Dr. Addinger removed all 10 of Scott’s
toes. In addition to all 10 of his toes, Dr. Addinger also removed a small amount
of additional dead tissue from his left foot. The two weeks following the earlyFebruary surgery found Smith confronted with more overwhelming pain.
“One day Scott announces that he wants me to take him to New Market so
he can attend his younger brother’s breakout. I expressed the usual motherly
reservations. He looked at me and said, ‘Mom, leave me alone just this one
time.’ After all he had been through, how could I turn him down?”
A pallet was placed in the back of the Smith’s Suburban, and Scott’s
wheelchair was placed on it. His feet were bandaged and slippered. Upon arriving
at New Market, Mrs. Smith began to assist Scott and his wheelchair. Scott said,
“No” and grabbed his crutches and began to struggle away from the vehicle
towards his VMI friends. Bald, 40 pounds lighter and less than two weeks removed
from the amputation of 10 toes, he slowly made his way across the field.
“It was one of those moments when a mother’s eyes fill with tears,” said
Mrs. Smith “One by one and then in large circles, they rushed to Scott and
welcomed him. He saw his little brother and waved at him. After a while, his
buddies helped him back into the car. When I looked down at his feet, the
bandages were terribly bloodied, but that was okay at that moment.”
Two days after the trip to New Market, Scott returned to Georgetown
Hospital. Dr. Addinger continued the treatment by removing skin from Scott’s
thigh and grafting it to the wounds created by the removal of his toes. Then
followed a period of six weeks when Scott could put no weight - none - on his
feet. During that period, he received extensive visits from members of the VMI
community. “VMI sent Scott a flag signed by the entire corps. That really lifted
his spirits,” said his mother.
“I think the VMI moment that really sticks with me occurred while Scott
was in a coma. Some of his Brother Rats visited him, covered from head-totoe with gowns and masks. They sat there with Scott while he was in a coma
and told him all kinds of tales about what was going on at VMI,” Mrs. Smith
related.
On August 20, 2000, not that many days removed from the bed, the Smiths
dropped Scott off in front of the barracks. “Knowing how desperately he wanted
to get back to VMI, it was still tough to imagine how he could make it,” said his
mother. “He limped noticeably into barracks, but I knew his friends would be
there for him.”
Eventually, Scott will receive prosthetic devices that will make compensate
for his lost toes. What is his foremost goal? “I’d just like to walk without a
limp,” said Smith recently. “Other than that, I’m just glad to be back.”
No one should ever walk through Jackson Arch again and read – “You
May Be Whatever You Resolve To Be” - without thinking of Scott Smith for just
a second or two.
Page 7

More than 240 Cadets Actively Pursuing a Degree in History
Second in a Series on VMI’s Academic Departments
A little over twelve years ago,
the Society for Military History was
looking for a new home for its
military history magazine, founded
in 1937 and called Military Affairs,
which had been published for
several years at Kansas State
University. Col. Henry Bausum, then
professor of history at the Institute,
assembled a team of historians
consisting of, then, CDR Blair Turner
of the history department and Dr.
Larry Bland of the George C.
Marshall Library and made a bid to
bring Military Affairs to VMI. The
team envisioned transforming the
magazine into a serious, academic
journal with the potential of
reaching a national audience of
scholars and academics, members
of the uniformed services, and
public and private sector
professionals, and attracting
favorable attention to the Institute.
Col. Spencer C. Tucker ’59, John Biggs ’30 Cincinnati Professor of Military History, talks to cadets.
It is almost unheard of for a
nationally-known academic journal to be housed anywhere but at a large
numbering four volumes with three more projected.
research university, but the team felt that the reputation of the Institute and its
Not all of the department’s faculty are associated with The Journal, of
history department might persuade the Society to relocate Military Affairs to
course, but all seem to possess the scholarly bent which the Society for Military
Lexington. The team signaled their serious intent by proposing to rename the
History recognized years ago. Col. Kenneth Koons has just published After
magazine The Journal of Military History and to drastically alter its content
the Backcountry, a massive, edited collection of essays on the social history
and format. The Society for Military History was sold on the proposal and The
of the Shenandoah Valley, compiled from papers given at a conference
Journal, as it’s known, is still published at VMI today.
sponsored by the history department and held at VMI. Col. Donald Thomas
The acquisition of The Journal marks a turning point in the history of
is nationally known for his biography of Rudolph Diesel and his work on the
the Department. It had long been a strong, respectable Department of History
history of technology. Col. Rose Mary Sheldon, the department’s specialist in
in a college known for science and engineering. It is now a recognized center
ancient and medieval history, has established a national reputation in the
of scholarly excellence: a leading department in a liberal arts college of national
field of military intelligence in the ancient world; her latest book-length study
repute. Science and engineering remain hallmarks at the Institute, but they
of Rome’s intelligence apparatus is currently in press. Col. Mark Wilkinson
are now complemented by a history department of national prominence.
has just returned from an eight-month stay in China, where he was a Fulbright
Much more is going on in the department than just The Journal, but it
Scholar and all alumni are familiar with Col. Tom Davis’s books on the history
remains the most visible icon of the department’s reputation and has served
of VMI and athletics at VMI.
as a magnet for faculty interested in research and publication. Col. Bruce
Despite its prodigious scholarly output, teaching remains at the heart
Vandervort, editor of The Journal since Col. Bausum’s retirement two years
of the Department’s mission. It currently offers cadets a menu of 49 different
ago, has established himself as an international scholar with the publication
courses, ranging from its innovative World Civilization introductory
of two books—one on France and one on Africa—in the last four years.
sequence—the only course all fourth-year students are obliged to take—to
During the same period, the department recruited Col. Spencer Tucker to fill
Ancient Greece, North American Indians, the Old South, Twentieth Century
the John Biggs ’30 Cincinnati Chair in Military History. Tucker brought with
China, and the Holocaust. These offerings have attracted the second largest
him a national reputation in naval and military history and serves as an assistant
number of majors at the Institute, some 240 at last count.
editor of The Journal. Since coming to VMI, Col. Tucker has edited
The strength of the history department has always been its faculty. For
encyclopedias on the First World War, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War,
decades, cadets have enjoyed the presence of distinguished teachers and
and published narrative histories of the First World War and the Vietnam War,
memorable “characters.” The department still has that appeal, but is now
as well as a life of Civil War Admiral Andrew Foote. Capt. Blair Turner, head of
larger, offers courses on a much wider array of topics and time periods, and
the department and holder of the Henry King Burgwyn Boy Colonel of the
is staffed with a group of scholars who are bringing national attention to the
Confederacy Chair in Military History, also serves as an assistant editor of The
department and the Institute. Members of the “Old Corps,” who were history
Journal. So does Col. Paul Pierpaoli, current holder of the Edwin P. Conquest
majors or who remember a favorite history course or professor, are invited
’14 Chair and recent author of Truman and Korea: The Political Culture of
back to the department’s new offices in the refurbished Scott Shipp Hall.
the Early Cold War. Dr. Larry Bland, managing editor, is a world authority on
And, they should also consider a visiting the editorial offices of The Journal
George C. Marshall and principal editor of his published papers, now
of Military History in the Marshall Library, where they will be most welcome.
Page 8

The Institute Report, March 19, 2001

VMI Men’s Track Claims
17th SC Indoor Track And Field Championship
Marcus Lynch Named Most Outstanding Performer;
J.B. Rosson Named Freshman of the Year
Second classman Marcus Lynch (Baltimore, Md.) won two events, and several other
Bozeman Named SC Men’s Indoor
Keydet men earned All-Southern Conference honors to lead VMI to their 17th Southern
Track and Field Coach-of-the-Year
Conference Men’s Indoor Track and Field title at the 2001 Southern Conference Indoor
Track and Field Championships, held at East Tennessee State’s Memorial Center.
Lynch won the long jump in record fashion, breaking both the Southern Conference
and VMI school records with a jump of 25'’ 1-3/4”. Lynch also won the 55m dash with a
time of 6.49 along with finishing fourth in the 200m dash at 22.45. In all, Lynch earned
24 points for the team, thus earning him the 2001 SoCon Most Outstanding Performer
Award. Lynch also earned the same honor at last year’s Southern Conference Outdoor
Championship in Boone, N.C.
VMI also won five more events in this year’s conference meet. Senior John Chisholm
(Riveria Beach, Fla.) captured the 35 lb.weight throw crown in record fashion, winning
with a mark of 61’ 8-1/2” which broke the Southern Conference record that was previously
set by VMI’s Sheldon Johnson ’86 in 1984. Chisholm also finished fourth in the shot put
at 48’ 2-3/4”. Michael Lokale (Eldoret, Kenya) won the 800m run in a time of 1:53.43
and was also on the 4x400m relay team along with Kenny Carmichael (Richmond), Michael
Kirk (Rock Hill, S.C.), and Chris Green (Richmond) who finished at 3:16.73. Jeff Foy
VMI’s Director of Cross Country and Track
(Dumfries) also led the Keydet charge with his victory in the 55m high hurdles in a time
and Field, General Mike Bozeman, was
of 7.62. Fourth classman J.B. Rosson (Keezletown) was the final Keydet to bring home a
named Southern Conference Men’s Indoor
Track & Field Coach-of-the-Year.
title, winning the pole vault at 15' 5-1/2". By virtue of his mark Rosson was named the
Most Outstanding Freshman of the Year.
Winning All-SoCon honors by virtue of a top-three finish in an event were Kevin
Solomon in the triple jump (second, 48’ 2”), Tony Essig in the weight throw (second, 49’ 3-1/2”),Quez Smith in the 55m dash (third 55m dash,
6.52), Aaron Yarbough in the long jump (third, 23’ 7-1/2”), Jeff McKelvin in the 55m high hurdles (third, 7.70) and Donovon Williams in the high
jump (third, 6’ 5”).
Overall, the men finished first out of eight teams with 146 points. Appalachian State was second with 130 points, followed by Western Carolina
in third with 74. East Tennessee St (53), Chattanooga (52), The Citadel (25), Davidson (14), and UNC Greensboro(1) rounded out the field.
On the women’s side, VMI finished in seventh place with 16 points, behind the champion Appalachian State with 130, and second place
Western Carolina with 128.
The Keydet women were led by sophomore Jennifer Carroll (Petersburg,) who finished second in the high jump at 5’ 5-3/4”. Carroll’s mark
also broke a VMI women’s record. Freshman Nadia Wendlandt (Rustburg) also earned All-SoCon honors by virtue of her third place finish in the
pole vault (10’ 6”).

Ratcliffe Elected President of ECAC
Col. R Samuel Ratcliffe, director of career services, has been elected President of the Eastern Association of
Colleges and Employers, Inc. (EACE) for 2002-2003. EACE has over 1000 members and its service area covers
thirteen Middle-Atlantic and New England states as well as the District of Columbia. The membership is comprised
of college and university career services professionals as well as human resources and staffing professionals. EACE
is the largest of six similar regional organizations in the United States.
As President, he will direct the work of a ten-member board and administrative office in a number of professional
development and networking initiatives, as well as the exchange of benchmark data, emerging trends and best
practices. Additionally, at least twice a year as President-Elect and as President, he will be meeting with leaders of
the other regional associations to discuss common issues and engage in collaborative activities. These efforts will
also include interaction with the board and administrative staff members of the National Association of Colleges
and Employers, Inc.
“This will mean greater exposure for VMI on a regional and potentially national level,” noted Ratcliffe, who
also served as President of the Virginia Association of Colleges and Employers in the early 90s. “I want to especially thank Acting Dean Bill Stockwell
and his staff and Headquarters Executive Officer Roy Hammond for their on-going support and encouragement of my professional development
endeavors.”
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Gomez to Speak
on “Cuba after
Fidel Castro”
The VMI Modern Language and
Cultures Department is pleased to
announce Dr. Andy Gómez from the
University of Miami will give a lecture
entitled: “Cuba after Fidel Castro:
Impact on the USA and Latin America”
on March 21 at 7 p.m. in room 507 of
Nichols Engineering Building.
Dr. Gómez holds an Ed.D. from
Harvard, is the Interim Dean of the
School of International Studies and
coordinator for the Center for Cuban
and Cuban-American Studies at the
University of Miami. He formerly
served as the Director of Corporate and
International Relations in the Division
of University Advancement at the
University of Miami and he teaches in
the School of Education as well. Before
joining the University of Miami, he
served as the Undersecretary of
Education and Chief of Staff at the
Executive Office of Education in
Boston, Mass. Dr. Gómez is a Cuban
in exile who has been in the United
States since he was five years old.
The talk, presented by the VMI
Modern Languages and Cultures
Department, is made possible by a
grant from the Dudley P. Digges ‘39
Academic Speakers Fund.

An Afternoon of
Fine Art
Photography in
Preston Library
Fine art photographers William
Lemke and David Fokos will present
an afternoon of informal, visual
presentations and discussions on
Sunday April 22 at 1:30 p.m. in the
Turman Room, Preston Library.
Both of the photographers
studied with Ansel Adams. Reception
and show will follow immediately at
Lexington Art Gallery, 13 W. Nelson
Street in Lexington. The event, made
possible by the Dudley P. Digges ’30
Academic Speakers Fund, is free and
open to the public.
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Tucker To Be On With Good Reason
Col. Spencer C. Tucker ’59, John Biggs ’30 Cincinnati Professor of Military History,
will represent VMI on the public radio program With Good Reason the week of March
24-30.
The program is entitled “The War that Wasn’t: Hitler’s Mistakes.” Col. Tucker and
military historian Bevin Alexander (Longwood College), author of How Hitler Could
Have Won World War II will examine the extent to which Adolf Hitler was his own
worst enemy. Most of us credit the defeat of Adolf Hitler to the Allies’ massive forces
and well-crafted tactics. What if the German dictator had listened to military advisors
who urged him to focus his men and weapons on taking ground in the Middle East?
Also featured on the program – the Nazis reign in Germany saw the banning of
music by Jewish composers, works containing explicit sexuality and jazz. It also saw
the deportation of many Jewish musicians to Theresienstadt, a show camp used to
deny the existence of the Final Solution. The program will recall this period of Entartete Musik (banned music).
With Good Reason can be heard on WAMU-FM 88.5 (Northern Virginia, D.C.) Sundays at Midnight; WCVE-FM 88.9
(Richmond) Sundays at 7 p.m.; WETS-FM 89.5 (Abingdon, Bristol, Wise) Sundays at 11 a.m.; WHRV-FM 89.5 (Norfolk)
Mondays at 1:30 p.m.; WISE-FM 90.5 (Wise), 91.7 (Norton), 90.1 (Big Stone Gap and Brumley Mountain), 90.3 (Clinton),
90.9 (St. Paul), and 91.3 (Pound) Saturdays at 4:30 p.m.; WMRA-FM 90.7 (Harrisonburg), 89.9 (Lexington), 94.5
(Winchester), 103.5 (Charlottesville), and 91.3 (Farmville) Saturdays at 8:30 p.m.; WNSB-FM 91.9 (Norfolk) Saturdays
at 12:30 p.m.; WVRU-FM 89.9 (Radford/Blacksburg) Fridays at 2:30 p.m.; WVST-FM 91.3 (Petersburg/Hopewell)
Wednesdays at 8 p.m.; WVTF-FM 89.1 (Roanoke/Lynchburg/South Boston) Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.; WVTU-FM 89.3
(Charlottesville) Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.; and WVTR-FM 91.9 (Marion/Abingdon) Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.

VMI Wrestling Team Places Third at
Southern Conference Wrestling Championships
Adam Britt Wins Individual Title at 149 lbs.
The VMI wrestling team finished in third place out of six teams at the Southern Conference Championships, held at
Carmichael Auditorium in Chapel Hill, N.C. VMI boasted one conference champion, two second place winners, one third
place winner and two fourth place winners on the day.
Sophomore 149-pounder Adam Britt (Mechanicsville) won his first conference championship by pinning Davidson’s
Anthony Albert in 2:51 of the semifinals and defeating Davey Blake of App. State by technical fall, 16-0 in the championship
match. “I wanted to get out to a good start and keep it going,” said Britt. “I am very excited about bringing a championship
home for VMI.” Britt has qualified to participate in the NCAA Championships, March 15-17 in Iowa City, Iowa.
Freshman Jacob Inge (Poquoson) took second place in the 165-pound bracket. Inge defeated North Carolina
Greensboro’s Nate Parmenter, 5-2 in the semifinals before falling to Mark Fee of Appalachian State, 4-1 in the final match.
He will be an alternate for the NCAA Championships
Junior Oliver Ruiz of Fairview, N.J./ Cliffside Park (133-pound) also took home a second place finish. Ruiz defeated
Steve Root of Davidson, 9-0 and Ryan Mays of Chattanooga, 4-2 to reach the final, where he lost to Travis Drake of
Appalachian State, 12-2.
Freshman Jason Cox (Amherst) was VMI’s lone third place finisher. In the championship 197 lb. bracket, Cox
defeated The Citadel’s James Rose, 7-3 and then lost to tournament champion David Tyner of Chattanooga, 8-2. He came
back in the consolation bracket and pinned Davidson’s Ed Haas in 1:50, then defeated Wallace Duvall of UNCG, 9-3 to take
third place. Cox was wrestling a weight class above his normal 184 lb. level.
Freshman 125-pounder Juan Sanchez (Alexandria) and sophomore 141-pounder Levi Spellman (Canfield, Ohio)
both captured fourth place honors. Sanchez lost his consolation match, 11-5 to Brandon Gates of The Citadel, while
Spellman was defeated by Corey Williams of UNCG, 8-3.
“We came to the tournament with third place being our goal,” said head coach John Trudgeon. “As the day wore on,
I felt that we wrestled better.”
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Institute Brass Performs in England
The Institute Brass toured in England over Christmas furlough. The five
member ensemble played eight concerts in six days featuring a repertoire of
classical and popular music. They were accompanied by Col. John Brodie,
Director of the Regimental Band.
The group played in RAF Lakenheath’s Chapel, St. Mary’s Towne Hall, DOD
Schools in the London area, the Royal Army School of Music, and at the Duke of
York’s Royal Military School. The performances at RAF Lakenheath were arranged
by Capt. Chris Bergstol ’92, USAF.

Potpourri
❖ Col. Bruce Vandervort, professor of history and editor of the Journal of
Military History, gave the keynote address at a conference for high school and
university teachers of world history at Orange County Community College in
Middletown, N.Y. Col. Vandervort spoke on “Africa’s Place in World History from
Ancient Times to the Imperial Era.” The theme of the conference, held February
16, was “Africa and the World.” Col Vandervort teaches African history at VMI
and has written a book entitled: Wars of Imperial Conquest in Africa, 18301914 (London & Bloomington, Indiana: 1998).
❖ An article featuring VMI and Lt. Col. Gary Rogers, associate professor of
civil and environmental engineering, appears in the February newsletter of the
National Society of Professional Engineers. The article, from a paper Lt. Col.
Rogers presented at the annual convention last summer, examines how more
schools are making the “Fundamentals of Engineering” exam a requirement for
graduation, thereby giving their graduates a jumpstart toward engineering
licensure. The article was written by Rachel Davis, associate editor of the
newsletter.
❖ Maj. James Squire, assistant professor of electrical engineering, was awarded
his second patent at VMI, U.S. Patent 6,179,858, for a device used by vascular
cardiologists to provide real time sensory data to help position stents in patients
suffering from atherosclerosis. He and Lt. Col. David Livingston, associate
professor of electrical engineering, are supervising second classmen Stephen
Lee and Matthew Brooks in their efforts to develop a series of prototypes to
be used in medical trials by cardiology fellows at Harvard Medical School this
summer.
❖ A paper by Maj. Duncan J. Richter, assistant professor of psychology/
philosophy, was presented at the annual Mid-South Philosophy Conference in
Memphis, Tenn. on February 23. The paper, about the purpose of Ludwig
Wittgenstein’s philosophy, was entitled “Confusion.” It was presented for Maj.
Richter (whose flight was cancelled so he could not present it in person). The
following week, on March 2, Maj. Richter presented another paper “Getting
Wittgenstein’s Goat,” about Wittgenstein’s views on religion, at the eastern regional
meeting of the Society of Christian Philosophers in Rochester, NY. Two other
papers by Maj. Richter on Wittgenstein (“Wittgensteinian Foundationalism” and
“Missing the Entire Point: Wittgenstein and Religion”) are forthcoming in the
academic journals Erkenntnis and Religious Studies.
❖ Colonel John Brodie, VMI Band Director was special guest clinician at the
West Virginia Festival of Trumpets and symposium on March 17-18th. The event
was hosted by Glenville State College in Glenville, W.V. and over fifty trumpeters
from 7 states attended.

ROTC Corner
Army ROTC
On February 7, the Army ROTC Marshall-New Market Battalion conducted
its 15th Annual Dining-In at the Virginia Horse Center in Lexington. Over
320 Cadets, cadre and distinguished guests participated in the event.
General officers, former Commandants of VMI, and former cadre of the
Army ROTC program were in attendance. The event included a punch
bowl ceremony, dinner, and a performance by the 82nd Airborne Division
Chorus of Ft. Bragg, North Carolina.
Guest speaker for the event was Brig. Gen. Alan Farrell, former Dean of
the Faculty at VMI. He spoke of his small unit leadership experiences in
Vietnam.
Navy ROTC
The month of February proved to be an exciting and full month for the
NROTC Unit, VMI. On the February 3, Navy-option midshipmen were visited
by the CDR Jeffery Hughes, Commanding Officer of the USS Wyoming. CDR
Hughes along with his Chief of the Boat MTCM (SS) Jeffery Hodson and
LTJG Matt Carmona arrived at VMI on Friday evening and dined with Navy
midshipmen who have been selected to participate in the Navy Nuclear
training pipeline. The Chief of Naval Education and Training has designated
the USS Wyoming as the sponsor submarine for Navy ROTC VMI. During
his visit CDR Hughes spoke of the submarine community and focused on
the mission of the ballistic missile submarine force.
While Navy midshipmen listened to CDR Hughes, Marine-option
midshipmen split into two groups. The first group consisted of prospective
Bulldog candidates and conducted land navigation training with GySgt Zutell
in the forests surrounding Col Sadler’s estate. The second group learned
about the M-16 A2 from Capt Homiak. The preparation for Second Class
Marine option midshipmen for Officer Candidate School, or Bulldog, began
early in the semester. Already prospective Marine officers have endured
six-mile hikes with gear and formation runs.
On February 13, Marine Option Midshipmen were visited by the
Commanding Officer of The Basic School (TBS) and his staff of the United
States Marine Corps. Col. John R. Allen met with the midshipmen and briefed
them on TBS.
On February 13 the Midshipmen Battalion performed its change of
command. Midshipman first class Daniel R. Stock relinquished command
to midshipman second class Matthew R. Blanchette. Below is a partial list
of the new Midshipmen Battalion officers.
Executive Officer: ..................................................... Jefferson D. Stoner, II
Plans Officer: .......................................................................... Sven Jensen
Operations Officer ....................................................... Michael C. Escobar
Physical Training Instructor: ...................................... Anthony J. Donahue
Admin Officer: ................................................................ Curtis B. Nieboer
Supply Officer: ................................................... Robert M. Christafore, Jr.
PAO: .............................................................................. Gary L. Pembleton
A Co. CO: ..................................... Richard C. Eytel—Commanding Officer
B Co. CO: ........................ Richard H. Donohue, Jr.—Commanding Officer
C Co. CO: ............................Andrew C. Biesterveld—Commanding Officer
D Co. CO: ................................ Joseph M. Williams—Commanding Officer
E Co. CO: .......................................... James E. Vik—Commanding Officer

❖ In conjunction with National Engineers Week, cadets Jeff Kuehne and Jacob
Carpenter visited Rockbridge County High School on March 1 to generate
interest in electrical engineering. The demonstrations showed various principles
of electricity. An ion gun was used in the demonstration, the apparatus was
constructed by Maj. James Squire, assistant professor of electrical engineering,
in order to show some principles of high voltage.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tuesday, 20 March:
7:30 p.m. Lecture, Professor Walter Dorn, 507 Nichols Engineering. See
page 5.
8 p.m.
Slide illustrated lecture, 4th floor, Lejeune Hall. See page 3.
Wednesday, 21 March:
EDAC meeting.
7 p.m.
Lecture, Dr. Andy Gómez, 507 Nichols Engineering Hall. See
page 9.
7:30 p.m. Lecture, Nichols Engineering building.
Thursday, 22 March:
8 p.m.
Members of Garth Newell Piano Quartet in concert, J.M. Hall.
See page 5.
Friday, 23 March:
Open House Weekend.
One day conference on Cold War Early Years, Marshall
Library. See page 4.
EDAC meeting.
4:30 p.m. Parade, parade ground.
Saturday, 24 March:
Open House Weekend.
Monday, 26 March:
Bloodmobile.
Tuesday, 27 March:
Bloodmobile.
11 a.m. Lecture, Gen. Wesley Clark, J.M. Hall. See page 2.
4 p.m.
Publications Board meeting.
Wednesday, 28 March:
Bloodmobile.
2 p.m.
Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall.
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Thursday, 29 March:
11 a.m. Jonathan Daniels Award Ceremony, Cameron Hall.
2 p.m.
Parade, parade ground.
Friday, 30 March:
4:30 p.m. Parade, parade ground.
Spring Hops.
Institute Society dinner.
Foundation board meeting.
Saturday, 31 March:
Class Agents Conference.
Spring Hops.
Sunday, 1 April:
Daylight Savings Time begins.
Monday, 2 April:
VFT Testing.
Tuesday, 3 April:
ROTC Control Day.
VFT Testing.
Wednesday, 4 April:
Environment Virginia.
VFT Testing.
Thursday, 5 April:
ROTC Control Day.
Environment Virginia.
VFT Testing.
Friday, 6 April:
Spring FTX.
Environment Virginia.
VFT Testing.
Friday, 7 April:
Spring FTX.
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