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Call to Excel, a multi-year $175 million capital campaign, the public phase lasting five years, for the Virginia Military
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portion of the campaign. Ninety-four percent of VMI’s full-time faculty and staff have participated in the campaign, and the
total amount committed, including full-time, part-time, and retired faculty/staff, has reached $847,035 as of October 25.
Said Mr. Phillips of this effort, “Congratulations to you, the ladies and gentlemen of VMI, and our heartfelt thanks.
This serves as undeniable proof of your devotion and dedication to this exceptional college. The truly magnificent
participation in Reveille by the VMI faculty and staff sends a strong message: those who arguably know VMI the best care
deeply about the Institute’s future and are willing to help provide for it. This powerful message will be taken to all of the
potential donors for Reveille and, I am certain, will play a significant role in our fundraising efforts.”
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Events You Don’t
Want to Miss
November 10
2 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.
VMI Museum
Artist Keith Rocco will be signing
his new fine art print “Lions of
the Hour.”

The Honorable Mark L. Earley, Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Virginia speaks at the annual Virginia
Transportation Conference held October 18-20 at VMI.

November 11
2 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.
VMI Museum
New York Times best selling
author Jeff Shaara will be signing
his new book Gone for Soldiers.
Can’t attend? Come to the
museum and fill out an
inscription request form. Jeff will
personalize your book and the
museum will send it to you!

Founders Day 2000
Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth, John Hager will speak to VMI faculty, staff, and the Corps of Cadets during a convocation to be held as part of VMI’s
annual November 11 Founders Day Celebration. Hager will speak in Cameron Hall at 9 a.m. and then be the guest of honor at a review parade immediately
following the convocation.
At the review parade, the newly-refurbished VMI Cadet Battery will be rededicated. The battery will be towed by Civil War reenactors on horseback from a
position in front of Smith Hall, troop the lines, and be positioned back in front of the Jackson Statue. Battery refurbishment benefactor Jeff Shaara, best-selling
author of Gods and Generals and The Last Full Measure, will be present.
Lt. Governor Hager graduated from Purdue University with a degree in engineering and later received his MBA from Harvard University. He served in the
United States Army and the Army Reserve, rising to the rank of captain.
Hager started at the bottom of the career ladder but quickly rose within the ranks of American Tobacco Company to executive vice president. He contracted
polio in 1973 and the disease robbed him of the use of his legs, requiring him to use a wheelchair for mobility. Despite a near-death encounter at the on-set of the
disease, he quickly returned to work — starting over as a department manager and rising to the office of Senior Vice President of Leaf and Specialty Products for
the parent company. He did not miss a day’s work until his retirement due to a corporate buyout in December 1994.
A long-term civic, charity and community leader, Lt. Governor Hager has served as president or chairman of more than 30 boards and commissions, including
Children’s Hospital, the Virginia Health Care Foundation, including two-terms as Chairman of Leadership Metro Richmond. He serves as a Director of The Sorensen
Institute of Political Leadership, American Red Cross and the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
He was director of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce and the Partnership for Urban Virginia working with local business leaders in all areas of our state to
recruit new businesses for the Commonwealth, to create new jobs for the next generation, to promote technology and to protect Virginian’s mature industries.
Lt. Governor Hager also participates in regional and national activities with several organizations and his party. He is Southern Sector Chairman for the
National Conference of Lieutenant Governors, vice chairman of the Aerospace States Association and a member of the Southern Growth Policies Board. These
prominent leadership roles help boost Virginia’s future.
He has been a leader in the war against drugs as a member of the Drug Task Force of the State Crime Commission and is well recognized for his leadership
roles in highway traffic safety. In the position of vice president of the Virginia
Public Safety Foundation, he works to ensure that law enforcement officials are
recognized for the tremendous role they play in keeping our neighborhoods
and schools safe.
Editor: ........................................................................ Burton R. Floyd, III
Currently, Hager is chairman of the Richmond Center Expansion project
Supervising Editor: ..................................................... Col. Mike Strickler
and trustee of the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation, chairman of the Disability
Contributing writers/photographers:
Doug Chase, Chris Clark, Lt. Col. Chuck Steenburgh, Cadet Tony Conway ’01
Commission, and chairman of the VCU Charter Business Roundtable.
Printed by: ......................................... The News-Gazette, Lexington, Va.
He also serves as vice chairman of the Governor’s Commission on
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Transportation Policy, chairman of the Commission on Educational Infrastructure
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and Technology, and chairman of the Faith Based Community Services Task Force.
Relations Office, Lexington, Virginia 24450-0304. Current and past issues and
He is married to the former Margaret Dickinson Chase, and they have two
articles are available on VMI’s web page at <http://www.vmi.edu/pr/ir/index.html>.
sons, Jack and Henry.
Telephone 540-464-7207 Fax 540-464-7583 E-Mail:vmireport@vmi.edu

The Institute Report

Page 2

The Institute Report, November 9, 2000

Major Commitments Announced
Continued from page 1

individual commitments in VMI’s
history”—two $20 million gifts, one
from Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Saunders
III ’58 and another from an alumni
family.
In his speech, Mr. Phillips said of
these magnificent commitments, “Not
only is their generosity unprecedented,
their example has provided essential
momentum and strength to this great
endeavor. To these families, the
Campaign Committee extends its
deepest gratitude. You exemplify VMI’s
quest for excellence. Without a doubt,
you have led and many will follow.”
Also revealed at the dinner were
four commitments between $2 million
and $5 million and 16 gifts between
$1 million and $1.7 million. A
complete list of lead donors follows
this release. Major General Josiah James Gilmore, Governor of the Commonwealth (left), speaks with Thomas Saunders ’58 (right), vice president
Bunting III ’63 joined Mr. Phillips in of the VMI Board of Visitors at the Parade Ground Dinner. Also pictured is Major General Josiah Bunting III ’63,
praising the gifts and their donors. VMI Superintendent.
“VMI’s mission in 2000 is to educate
young people to be successful professionals and leaders of integrity in a global community undergoing profound changes. The lead donors to Reveille represent
the best of VMI. Their commitments will assure cadets receive an undeniably superior academic education; and they will sustain VMI’s unique education in
character development in its Barracks and on its playing fields.”
The two $20 million commitments are the largest individual contributions in the history of VMI. Each gift represents more than 11 percent of the $175 million
goal for Reveille; taken together, they equal almost one-quarter of the campaign’s overall goal. “I don’t think a public college of our size has ever received two gifts
of this magnitude in a fundraising campaign,” said Mr. Phillips. “Any way you look at them, these commitments are astounding.”
Mr. Saunders serves on VMI’s Board of Visitors as Vice President and is a nationally recognized leader in business and civic affairs. Mr. Saunders is a founding
partner of Saunders, Karp & Megrue, a private-equity firm in New York City, and a former managing
director of Morgan Stanley & Co. “In 1839, Francis H. Smith had a vision to produce leaders for
Virginia and the nation,” said Saunders. “He succeeded beyond his grandest dreams. Then the Institute’s
Lead Donors to Reveille
destiny was in his hands; today, it is in our hands. Now, we must develop the programs, especially in
the academic arena, that emphasize and develop the skills necessary for VMI men and women to
$20,000,000
excel in an increasingly competitive global economy.”
Thomas A. & Jordan Saunders III’58
Alumni Family Gift
$2,000,000 – $5,000,000
Charles S. Luck III ’55
Jeffrey L. & Tempe C. Minch ’73
George G. & Frances R. Phillips, Jr. ’60
One Anonymous Gift

Senator Tommy Norment ’68 (center) shares a light moment with Ralph Costen ’70, Keydet
Club President (left), and George G. Phillips, Jr. ’60, Campaign Chairman.
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$1,000,000 – $1,700,000
Keith E. & Valerie J. Alessi
William W. Berry ’54
Mr. & Mrs. F.E. Deacon III ’77
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad M. Hall ’65
Jerry & Linda Harden ’57
Eugenio M. Lopez, Jr. ’51
G. Gilmer & Charlotte M. Minor III ’63
Colonel & Mrs. Albert M. Navas ’52
Bob & Millie Reveley ’43
James E. Rogers ’67
Mrs. Thomas B. Stanley, Jr. ’47
Samuel B. & Sally Witt III ’58
Donald MCLean Wilkinson ’61
Three Anonymous Gifts
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Lize DillardMadden Dies
Elizabeth Fitch “Lize” DillardMadden, well known and loved by
many in the VMI family died November
4 in Rockledge, Florida. From 1961
until his death in 1976, she was
married to Col. Herbert Nash Dillard,
VMI Class of 1934 and professor and
department head of English at VMI.
From 1966 to 1973, she worked in the
VMI Foundation; and for six years prior
to her retirement in 1979, she was
administrative assistant in the Alumni
Association. Lize remained in
Lexington and married Wilson Hadley
“Bud” Madden, who died in 1994. In
1989, she began working part-time as
a receptionist in the VMI Museum and
continued in that capacity until 1997.
A memorial service will be held
Thursday, November 16 at noon in the
R. E. Lee Memorial Episcopal Church
in Lexington. Memorial contributions
may be sent to “Reveille: A Call To
Excel”, VMI Foundation, P.O. Box 932,
Lexington, VA 24450.

AF General to
Speak to Cadets
Air Force General Hal M.
Hornburg will speak to the Corps of
Cadets at 11 a.m., Thursday, November
16 in Jackson Memorial Hall. Gen.
Hornburg is commander, Air
Education and Training Command,
with headquarters at Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas. As commander, he
is responsible for the recruiting,
training and education of Air Force
personnel.
He entered the Air Force in 1968
as a graduate of Texas A&M University’s
ROTC program. He has commanded at
all levels — flight, squadron, wing,
numbered air force and major
command. He also commanded a
composite fighter wing during
Operation Desert Storm and the first
Air Force composite wing during the
service’s reorganization in 1991-1992.
He is a command pilot, having logged
more than 4,000 flight hours. He was
promoted to Brigadier General in 1992
and received his fourth star in August
of this year.
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Faculty Named to Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers

Col. H. Francis Bush

Col. Floyd H. Duncan

Maj. Karen Gutermuth

Maj. Duncan J. Richter

Col. Richard S. Trandel

Maj. Stacey K. Vargas

Six VMI faculty members have been recognized for their teaching excellence and are honored in the sixth
edition of Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers.
Faculty members named to the sixth edition are: Col. H. Francis Bush, professor of economics and business;
Col. Floyd H. Duncan, professor of economics and business; Maj. Karen Gutermuth, assistant professor of
economics and business; Maj. Duncan J. Richter, assistant professor of psychology/philosophy; Col. Richard S.
Trandel, professor of mechanical engineering; and Maj. Stacey K. Vargas, assistant professor of physics and
astronomy.
This honor is reserved for teachers selected by one or more of their former students who themselves have
been distinguished by being listed in The National Dean’s List. Distinguished graduates at VMI are submitted
to the National Dean’s List each year by the VMI Public Relations Office.

Author Larry Heinemann, winner of the National Book Award, prepares to sign a copy of his book during his
October 2 visit to VMI. Heinemann spoke about his new book Paco’s Story.
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Forty-One Named
to Who’s Who
The 2001 edition of Who’s Who
Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges will include
the names of 41 VMI cadets who have
been selected as outstanding national
campus leaders.
A campus nominating committee
and editors of the annual directory
have included the names of these
cadets based on their academic
achievement, service to the community,
leadership in extracurricular activities
and potential for continued success.
Virginia cadets selected to the
2001 edition of Who’s Who are:
William C. Alley, Richmond; Britton L.
Armstrong, Chesterfield; Richard T.
Bruce, IV, Harrisonburg; Charles C.M.
Bunting, Lexington; Brett L. Carter,
Virginia Beach; Erin N. Claunch, Round
Hill; Matthew C. Frye, Norton; Kimberly
H. Herbert, Herndon; John
Koubaroulis, Virginia Beach; Andrew
J. Modisett, Luray; Jonathan R.E. Pettry,
Big Stone Gap; Nicholas R. Pohoreskey,
Richmond; Elijah M. Ward, Greenville;
Melissa S. Williams, Woodbridge; and
Victor E. Zottig, Purcellville.
The remaining electees are:
Douglas T. Bates, IV, Centerville, Tenn.;
Derek P. Bogdon, Webster, N.Y.;
William M. Boulware, Birmingham,
Ala.; Anthony N. Bravo, Longwood, Fl.;
Jason E. Co, Orlando, Fl.; Sean J.
Collins, Gaithersburg, Md.; Michael P.
Cortese, Hackettstown, N.J.; Charles C.
DeCourcel, Paris, France; Gregory S.
Ford, Marietta, Ga.; Fred H. Hair,
Dalton, Ga.; William E. Harley,
Aberdeen, N.J.; David N. Khalek,
Oklahoma City, Ok.; Rachel J. Love,
Emmaus, Pa.; Francis L. McCabe,
Youngstown, Ohio; Ro M. Mercado,
Cupertino, Ca.; Erich C. Miller,
Memphis, Tn.; John-Henry J.
Niederhaus, Souderton, Pa.;
Christopher W. Rodgers, Mobile, Ala.;
Christopher S. Roman, Latrobe, Pa.;
Kendra L. Russell, Hixson, Tn.; Agung
G. Saputra, Washington, D.C.; Megan
K. Smith, Monument, Colo.; Daniel R.
Stock, Fairfield, Ca.; Maria M. Vasile,
Tucson, Az.; Jason M. Whitaker,
Richmond, Ky.; and Angela L. Winters,
Quinton, Ok.
These cadets join an elite group
of students from more than 2,300
institutions of higher learning in all 50
states, the District of Columbia, and
several foreign nations.
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Jackson Research Award Presented
to Cadets Co And Zottig

Jason Co ’01

Victor Zottig ’01

Cadets Jason Co ’01, of Orlando, Fla., and Victor Zottig ’01, from Purcellville Va., were presented with the first
annual Larry L. Jackson ’62 Research Award during the annual meeting of the VMI Research Laboratories Board of
Directors on October 13. Each student received a cash prize of $1250 as well as a certificate. Co and Zottig are firstclass chemistry majors at VMI.
Larry L. Jackson was a chemistry graduate of VMI’s class of 1962. He spent most of his career with Dow
Chemical Company. For many years, he served VMI as a member and chairman of the Board of Directors of the VMI
Research Laboratories. After Dr. Jackson’s untimely death in 1998, the Larry L. Jackson ’62 Memorial Fund was
established in order “to provide resources to encourage meaningful research in chemistry by upper-class cadets
majoring in chemistry.” The resulting award honors cadets for their past excellent performance in undergraduate
research at VMI as well as encourages them in their current research endeavors. Lindy Jackson, widow of Larry L.
Jackson, presented the students with their awards.
Both students have done undergraduate research under the supervision of Col. Tappey Jones, professor of
chemistry, for more than two years. Their work initially dealt with the chemistry of ant venoms. They would extract
venoms from ants from places collected in New Zealand, Australia, Africa, Puerto Rico, and the continental United
States, characterize such chemicals, then synthesize them in the laboratory. Doing such studies, the two students
helped to show, for example, that the notorious poison-dart frogs do not produce their own poison but instead they
obtain it from the ants that they eat.
Currently, Co is studying the chemicals given off by the Crested Auklet, a seabird from the Aleutian Islands, and
the African and American praying mantis. The Crested Auklet produces a “citrus” odor to orient mates towards
nesting sites and the praying mantis emanates a chemical to attract mates. These chemicals are called pheromones,
and are the first to ever be isolated from a mantis and a bird. Zottig has continued work on the chemicals discovered
during the frog-ant studies. Already, he has synthesized unique alkaloids, which were initially found in frogs.
The research of the two cadets will find its way into the annals of professional journals. It is anticipated that
each will co-author five to six technical papers, based upon their undergraduate research. In addition, they have
presented papers at several scientific conferences from Virginia to Tennessee to Montana. The chemistry department
at VMI has been champions in the encouragement of students to do research under a faculty mentor — believing
that the best way for students to learn science is to do science.
The award was publicized in the October 30 issue of Chemical & Engineering News.

Applied Technology Awards
Again to be Awarded at Convocation
Through the generosity of an alumnus’s donation, the VMI Foundation will once again sponsor the VMI Applied
Technology Awards. Three awards—a $7,000 grand prize and two $1,500 runners-up—will be made for cadet projects
that make creative use of the Internet and other new technology.
Cadets who are interested in applying for the awards should go to the “Cadet Life” section of the VMI web site (http:/
/www.vmi.edu/cadet_life.htm) and click on the “Applied Technology Awards” link for rules & instructions. Cadets must
announce their intent to compete prior to Christmas furlough, with project submission no later than March 24, 2001.
Cadets will present their projects to a panel of faculty & staff, who select several finalists for judging by a panel of alumni
from the information technology sector. Awards will be presented at the 2001 Awards Convocation on April 26.
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Special on
Korean War to
Air This Month
WVPT will highlight Virginians
and their contributions to the Korean
War effort on the PBS station’s “Living
in Virginia” series. The program will
air on November 7 at 9:30 p.m., Nov.
11 at 11 a.m., Nov. 13 at 11 p.m., Nov.
19 at 2 p.m., and Nov. 24 at 10:30 p.m.
Col. Paul Pierpaoli, Edwin P.
Conquest ’14 Chair in History at VMI,
was interviewed for the program.

New Market Medal Call for Nominations
The VMI Board of Visitors welcomes nominations from alumni and friends of the Institute of candidates for the 2002
New Market Medal. Nominations should be directed to the Chairman, New Market Medal Award Committee, in care of
Colonel Edwin L. Dooley, Jr., secretary to the VMI Board of Visitors, Superintendent’s Office, VMI. The deadline for receipt
of nominations is September 1, 2001.
The purpose of the New Market Medal, which was created in 1962, is to recognize individuals from the national or
international fields whose lives have displayed the virtues shown by the 1864 New Market cadets: duty, honor, devotion,
and leadership.
The New Market Medal Award Committee is appointed by the Board of Visitors. It meets annually to consider
nominations for the award. The committee makes its recommendation to the Board of Visitors at the winter meeting of the
Board; however, the committee is not obligated to recommend a recipient each year. The current chairman of the New
Market Medal Award Committee is Donald M. Wilkinson ’61, member of the Board of Visitors.
As a condition of the award, the nominee should indicate willingness to receive the medal at VMI on New Market Day,
May 15, 2002, in conjunction with the Corps review on that date.

Marshall Youth Leadership Conference Held at VMI
Potpourri
❖ Major General Josiah Bunting
III, superintendent, will address the
Corps of Cadets at Valley Forge Military
Academy in Wayne, Pa. on Sunday,
November 19. He will talk to the cadets
on the theme of “honesty or honor
traits during the 11 a.m. chapel service.
❖ A chapter written by Col. Spencer
C. Tucker, Biggs ’30 Cincinnati
Professor of Military History, appears
in The Human Tradition in the Civil
War and Reconstruction, a book
edited by Malcolm Muir, Jr. The chapter
is entitled: “James M. Gavin, Pioneer
in Airborne Warfare, Battlefield
Commander and Military Maverick.”
❖ “Systemwide effects of Medicaid
retrospective drug utilization review
programs” an article co-written by
Maj. Karen Gutermuth, assistant
professor of economics and business
at VMI, William J. Moore (Louisiana
State University), and Etienne E. Pracht
(University of South Florida) appeared
in the August issue of the Journal of
Health Politics, Policy, and Law.
❖ Col. Susan H. Barr, assistant dean
of the faculty, was invited to present a
workshop along with two others at
Columbia College, Chicago. The
workshop, entitled “Faculty Evaluation
for Tenure and Post Tenure Review”
was part of a chairperson’s retreat held
October 26. VMI is one of 16
institutions that has been awarded a
mini-grant by the American Association
for Higher Education. VMI and the
other 15 institutions are in various
stages of post-tenure review discussion
and implementation.
Page 6

Forty-one high school students had the opportunity to learn about the life and service of one of VMI’s most celebrated
alumni when they participated in the first General George C. Marshall Youth Leadership Conference. The conference,
which was held on September 29 was a joint effort by the George C. Marshall Foundation and the Roanoke chapter of the
Military Order of the World Wars. Additional support for the conference came from the Office of Cadet Affairs at VMI,
which provided cadet monitors for the afternoon discussion groups.
Among the participants were thirty-six Junior ROTC cadets from the Martinsville and Henry County Army ROTC
programs and five students from Rockbridge County High School.
The day’s activities included a welcome by Colonel Eric D. Hutchings, Commandant of Cadets, a presentation by
VMI’s Honor Court, a tour of the post, lunch in Moody Hall, group sessions in Marshall Library, and a retreat parade by
the Corps of Cadets. Lieutenant General Julius Becton, USA (Ret.), whose military career spanned nearly forty years of
commissioned service, was the honored guest and speaker for the day’s activities.

The VMI Pipes and Drums were awarded the Highland Heritage Trophy for best pipe dress at the annual Stone
Mountain Highland Games in Atlanta, Ga. Rat Berryman E. Woodruff, IV was awarded the third place medal in
the individual competition by the Eastern U.S. Pipe Band Association.
The Institute Report, November 9, 2000

Gerald Celente, director of the
Trends Research Institute in
Rhinebeck, N.Y., speaks with Cadet
Harri Jahkola '01 following his
keynote address at the VMI 2000
Symposium held October 20.
Celente’s talk was entitled “The Top
Trends of the 21st Century.” The VMI
2000 Symposium examined issues
that will soon challenge the cadets
and also their teachers as both
groups prepare to meet the decades
ahead. The symposium was
sponsored by the VMI Foundation,
Inc. and coordinated by Maj. James
J. Hentz, assistant professor of
international studies and was held
in conjunction with the VMI Capital
Campaign Kickoff.

Vandervort’s Book Adopted
as Textbook
Col. Bruce C. Vandervort, professor of history and editor Journal of Military
History, has learned that his latest book, Wars of Imperial Conquest in Africa,
1830-1914, has been adopted for use as a textbook at the University of Capetown
in South Africa and the Portuguese Naval Academy in Lisbon.
The book is also being assigned as a course text at a number of U. S.
universities and at the Air War College at Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. Closer to
home, Radford University and Roanoke College are using the book in their African
history courses.
Col. Vandervort’s next book, North American Indian Wars, 1815-1890, is
scheduled for publication at the end of 2001. It is being brought out by the
Routledge Publishing Company in London.

Cadets Critique Web Site
On October 13, four cadets from the VMI traveled to Williamsburg, Va. as
guests of a Colonial Williamsburg Foundation internet research and development
group. The cadets were invited as members of a panel to critique the newlycompleted Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Internet web site “Past Portal.”
Other panel members included University of Virginia graduate and undergraduate
students, college professors, and high school teachers.
The “Past Portal” web site is a search engine designed specifically for research
in documentary collections at colonial Williamsburg. It has been under
construction for three years and will be presented to the public in the next few
months. What makes the “Past Portal” system so advantageous is the staggering
amount of information available and the ease of access to this information. The
days of rummaging through old documents or searching microfilm are over.
The cadets were accompanied to Williamsburg by Col. N. Turk McCleskey,
USMCR, associate professor of history. Each cadet will receive a $100 honorarium
from the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation for helping assess the “Past Portal”
website.
The Institute Report, November 9, 2000

Faculty/Staff Campaign
Continued from page 1

M. Morgan, Jr. ’45. In addition, he thanked those who helped with the Parade
Ground Dinner, with particular mention of buildings & grounds, the post police,
the commandant’s office, Smith Hall, and all of the academic departments.
The following departments/departmental areas achieved 100 percent
participation for Reveille: admissions/protocol/hospital, alumni agencies,
barracks/lejeune hall, biology, chemistry, electrical engineering, English & fine
arts, history, intercollegiate athletics, international studies, math & computer
science, mechanical engineering, modern languages, physics & astronomy,
psychology/philosophy, and VMI Museum Programs.

SPS Cadets Participate in Meeting
Nine members of VMI’s Society of Physics Students (SPS) participated in a
meeting of the Virginia Section of the American Nuclear Society (ANS) in
Charlottesville on October 19. The featured speaker at the meeting was Edward
J. Siskin, a senior official from the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Defense
Nuclear Nonproliferation.
The main topic of Siskin’s talk was the disposition of excess plutonium in
the U.S. and Russia, but he also addressed issues regarding highly enriched
uranium. He discussed the current initiatives between the two countries and
described the difficult technical and political issues associated with excess fissile
materials.
The trip was under the supervision of Lieutenant Colonel Ross T. Thomas,
associate professor, and David M. Allen, instructor, in the Department of Physics
and Astronomy at VMI. Lt. Col. Thomas is the current secretary and a member
of the executive board of the ANS’ Virginia Section.
SPS cadets raise their own funds for participation in professional meetings
and plan several more trips this academic year. This year the president of the
SPS is cadet Chris S. Tyree, a first class physics major from Newport News, Va.
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VMI Professors Playing Around
By Darrell Laurant, Lynchburg News and Advance
Reprinted with permission.
You’ve got to admire Kurt Ayau’s optimism.
Last spring, he told writing collaborator and fellow Virginia
Military Institute English professor David Rachels: “We’re going
to win the (Virginia Film Festival) screenwriting contest this year.
Help me think of an idea.”
To be precise, this is the Governor’s Screenwriting Competition,
open to Virginia residents. Now, if it were me, and I wanted to
win the Governor’s Screenwriting Competition, I’d put together
something about a family whose lives were changed forever by
the elimination of the car tax. Maybe at the end, with triumphant
classical music swelling in the background, they could all turn
to the camera and gush: “Thank you, Gov. Gilmore!”
Of course, it’s unlikely that Gov. Gilmore would ever read this
script, anyway. So maybe it’s better that Ayau and Rachels finally
came up with something revolving around two subjects they know
well - college professors and basketball.
By the time you read this, the two may already know whether or
not their screenplay is one of the three winners among 12
finalists.

Faculty members Lt. Col. Kurt Ayau (left) and Maj. David Rachels (right) collaborated to
enter a script in the Governor’s Screenwriting Competition.

The stakes are reasonably high - each of the three favored screenplays will earn
$1,000 for its creators and be entitled to the services of the Virginia Film Office
as an advocate in Hollywood.
This doesn’t guarantee that you'll be seeing “Flagrant Fouls” (the Ayau/Rachels
collaboration) at your nearest mall metroplex next year, even if it does win. It
might be the Governor's Award, but Mr. Gilmore doesn’t have much influence
with out-of-state moguls (even if Charlton Heston did campaign on his behalf in
’97).

First, they hire as a faculty member a woman named “Flagrant” Phyllis Ferguson.
It’s no coincidence that Ferguson was an All-American player on the University
of Tennessee women’s basketball team, or that her nickname comes from her
habit of inflicting flagrant fouls on her opponents.
Alas, Phyllis turns out to be pregnant when she arrives, and is reduced to serving
as team coach.
“So they hire a ringer from a local playground as an adjunct faculty member,”
Ayau said, “and he turns out to be a pothead. That sets up another funny chain of
events.”

Still, it’s something.

Eventually, the professors have to go into basketball battle using their own meager
skills.

“David and I work well together,” Ayau said. “We have pretty much the same
sense of humor, and we’re good friends. We’re able to be a team without letting
our egos get in the way.”

“This is not about basketball,” Ayau said, “as much as it’s about obsessions.

The two sketched out the skeleton of their screenplay, in fact, while returning
from a trip to Baltimore for an Orioles’ game last spring.
“By the time we got back home, we had begun to see the big musculature of it,”
Ayau said. “After that, we just bounced it back and forth. Our agreement is that
whatever person A writes, person B has complete freedom to rewrite, edit and
change.”
Since the contest is for written screenplays only, no film has been shot yet of
“Flagrant Fouls.” According to Ayau, the plot revolves around a group of
professors at a fictional Virginia college who go over the top in their zeal to have
a winning intramural basketball team.
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Maybe the professors could pool the money they saved from the elimination of
the car tax and hire Shaquille O’Neal for a month. OK, that’s a little unrealistic.
And what if the Virginia Film Office decides that Ayau and Rachels do not pass
“go,” do not collect $1,000, and deserve no helping hand in Hollywood?
“We’ve also entered the same script in something called Project Greenlight,”
Ayau said. “It’s an online script competition originated by Ben Affleck and Matt
Damon.”
Somehow, you get the feeling that these guys are serious.
Editor’s note: “Flagrant Fouls” was one of the three winners this year, but Ayau and
Rachels plan to try again next year.
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Bunting Honored to Serve as President of His Class
The young boy loved the freedom to roam that came
revisionist running around trying to rewrite it.”
with living on the campus of a rural Virginia college. He
Even though VMI was the only school to which Bunting
could think of nothing better than dressing up to play
applied, his teenage restlessness carried right up to his
soldier, substituting an old, old Princeton leather football
1997 graduation. Prior to the spring term of his senior
helmet for the standard metal shell.
year at RCHS, Bunting went to visit his older brother in
He embraced the attention given him by the young
San Francisco. He played lacrosse at RCHS, as he has for
men who attended the college. Some days it was small
VMI during his cadet years.
talk; others he might be allowed to walk a favorite
“I was really thinking about something radical
student’s pet iguana.
like a piercing or a tattoo, but my brother suggested I
Yes, those were halcyon days for current First Class
might want to wait on that. He said, ‘You play lacrosse, a
President Charlie Bunting. “Between my father and my
sport
invented by the Indians. Why not get a Mohawk
Charles C. M. Bunting
godfather (VMI alumnus Frank McCarthy), I heard a lot
haircut?’ He didn’t have to suggest it twice. I thought it
of military tales. Even as a little boy, I was fascinated by the military,” recalled
was a great statement. Looking back, I’m not positive what the statement
Bunting. “Hampden-Sydney (College) was a wonderful place to be a little
was, but I enjoyed having it.”
boy. There was lots of space to run, and I ran through every part of it.
Having followed through on his intention to apply only to VMI,
“When we moved to Princeton, and my father went to work at
Bunting enrolled in the Summer Transition Program prior to his rat year.
Lawrenceville (School), I started to wear more camouflage. But then I
“I never claimed to be a wizard in math, so I got one of those courses out
began my long road through secondary school, and the military costumes
of the way. It was also a busy summer around the Post as our class was to
were put away. There was never any doubt in my mind that I wanted to go
be the first co-ed class, and preparations were ongoing,” he recalled.
to VMI when I was able, but that desire really had no connection to my
Bunting embraced the ratline and all other aspects of VMI. “I loved
youthful infatuation with the military,” the articulate First Classman
the rat experience. I was determined to give it my full effort and hope for
continued.
the best. We were so lucky to have the dykes we did that year. They were
Was there a particular moment that attending VMI became the young
great to us. At the same time, we were also getting the rat experience.”
man’s singular focus? “The first time I remember visiting VMI was when I
Early on, Bunting established himself as a leader of his class. He was
was 10 or 11. My father came to give the Ring Figure speech. I was sitting
front and center encouraging all types of actions and pranks designed to
on the stage next to Col. (Bev) Read when the class president welcomed
demonstrate the growing unity of his class. At the same time that he was
my father, and then proceeded to welcome me by name. That was very
deeply involved in the traditional rat experience, he also unveiled long
cool. It really left a lasting impression,” said the animated Bunting.
dormant academic achievement, and “sat staring in amazement at the row
But the years between that Ring Figure memory and Bunting’s
of A’s on my first report.”
matriculation at VMI would be marked by a peripatetic path through four
By the end of the 1997-98 school term, Bunting was elected as his
different secondary schools with two stops at one of the four.
class president. “I was grateful for the honor, primarily because it put me
“Yes, I did have quite a spotty secondary experience,” he said without
in a place where I could affect things about VMI’s tradition and life that are
a hint of apology. “I certainly learned useful things everywhere I went.”
very important to me.”
Bunting’s secondary career started at Lawrenceville, then took him to Eagle
“It was important for our class to work together to understand the
Brook in Massachusetts followed by a transfer to St. Paul’s in Concord,
importance of preserving VMI’s heritage and traditions. Nothing stands
N.H. before a return trip to Lawrenceville.
alone at VMI. We are all moving on one big continuum. What we are doing
Halfway through his penultimate year, he moved back to Lexington
this minute is a by-product of what has gone before and a precursor of
with his parents and completed his high school work at Rockbridge County
what is to come,” he said.
High School in June, 1997. “I wouldn’t trade all those experiences for the
Continuing, Bunting added, “Each of us has a moral responsibility to
world,” he said. “During those years, I didn’t take so well to conventional
each other. There are things singular to VMI that are hard to understand
classes. But I was blessed to have some singularly outstanding courses
from outside the Barracks, but in learning to care for each other, we are
taught by truly gifted teachers.” He talks about English and Chinese history
exposed to a compassionate, humanizing experience. Our class system
courses taken at Lawrenceville and an American history course at
protects the important things that preserve VMI’s heritage and soul.”
Rockbridge County.
Bunting has spent the past two summers in Morocco and Dubai,
“A couple of Lawrenceville English (professors) really opened my
respectively, and is considering a return overseas after his May graduation.
eyes and ears to poetry. I fell in love with Keats, Emily Dickinson and
“There’s no better way to learn about America than to leave it,” he continued.
Romantic poets. It was though I was starting to wake up to the realities of
“Many foreigners consider Americans to be overwhelmingly self-centered
the world,” Bunting explained.
and provincial.”
“Studying Chinese history helped me to become more fair, more
There’s no doubt that Charlie Bunting will soon be working on trying
inquisitive and more open-minded. At Rockbridge (County), Miss (Liz)
to adjust that perception, just as he has worked tirelessly for the past four
Ramsey was my advanced placement U.S. history teacher. She was as wellyears in leading the Class of 2001 to a new understanding, articulation and
prepared and well-informed as any teacher I’ve ever had,” he continued.
action plan for preserving and strengthening all that is good about VMI.
“She understands the truth behind American history; she’s not some
The Institute Report, November 9, 2000
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ROTC CORNER
Cadets Accepted into Navy Nuclear Power Program
The Navy ROTC unit at VMI congratulates the latest cadets who have passed the gauntlet of the United States Navy Nuclear Officer Accession
program. Three first class cadets, William Harley, Daniel Stock, and Steven Wiegel were accepted into the U. S. Naval Nuclear training program after a
strenuous day of interviews which culminated in a personal interview by the commander of Naval reactors, Vice Admiral F. “Skip” Bowman.
After graduation and commissioning, the three candidates will report to Nuclear Power School in Charleston, S.C. There they will attend school for
six months, then undergo six months of prototype training on an actual nuclear reactor, either in Charleston S.C. or Saratoga Springs, N.Y.
A fourth first class cadet, Charles Chang, interviews for the program in December. With the addition of Chang, the VMI Class of ’01 introduces four
nuclear-trained officers into the fleet, a sizeable amount for a unit the size of VMI’s Naval ROTC unit. All the cadets have decided to embark upon careers
in the submarine service and will report to Groton, Conn. for three months of formal submarine officer training, prior to reporting to their first boat.
Navy/Marine Corps Fall FTX Review
This year’s Fall FTX began on the 225th birthday of the United States Navy. After conducting a leadership discussion based on the leadership roles
found in the classic “12 O’clock High”, the Midshipman Battalion celebrated the Navy’s birthday with a cake-cutting ceremony. Following Navy tradition,
the first three slices of cake were sampled by the most senior active duty Navy officer present, the oldest present, and the youngest member of the Navy
present. Commander Clifford Wade sampled the cake as the senior officer and oldest member of the Navy present, midshipman Keith Tate ’04 sampled
the cake as the youngest.
The next day, the Midshipman Battalion split into Navy and Marine Corps teams and embarked on their respective training plans. Marine Corps
option cadets conducted skills exercise training in cover and concealment, crew serve weapons, and small arms. With assistance from USMCR Marines
from Bravo Company, Fourth CEB, I&I Marine option midshipmen were able to train with night vision goggles, and small arms. Navy option midshipmen
conducted training which included celestial navigation (on the roof of Preston Library), team building exercises, and war-gaming scenarios. A fieldmeet, with two different types of relay races, basketball, and volleyball, wrapped up the day.
Sunday began with a church service at the Marine obstacle course where the Midshipman Battalion paid tribute to their fallen brethren of the USS
Cole, with a moment of silence and prayers. After the religious service the Midshipman Battalion scrambled to their positions either as entrants or
support staff for the annual Iron Man competition. This year’s winner was a team of Navy Midshipmen. Other entrants included two teams from AFROTC,
and the VMI track team. The awarding of the Commander’s Cup to the Iron Man winner at a picnic rounded out the Fall FTX.
Army ROTC has busy October
The month of October was quite busy for the Army Department at VMI. Army cadets participated in the Fall FTX, 4th Brigade (Colonial Brigade)
Ranger Challenge competition, and a Tanker Platoon trip to Aberdeen Proving Grounds for a tour of their various facilities.
The FTX proved to be exciting, valuable, and fun for cadets. Cadets received training in a wide spectrum of infantry tactics. They received training
in a variety of areas, including individual movement techniques, reconnaissance, hand grenade assault training, and bunker building. Many cadets rated
the hand grenade assault course as the most challenging activity.
On October 21, 25 schools participated in the Colonial Brigade Ranger Challenge competition. VMI sent 10 Cadets to Ft. A.P. Hill where they
competed in rope bridge construction, land navigation, and marksmanship. The VMI team finished third out of the 25 competing schools.
The Tanker Platoon left at 5 a.m. on October 24 to travel to Maryland where they received a tour of the Aberdeen Proving Ground Museum. That
afternoon they were given a briefing on weapons and vehicles and after much anticipation were finally able to board the tanks and sit in the commander’s,
gunner’s, and driver’s chairs of a few foreign tanks.
The Army ROTC department is looking forward to an esprit run to be held during the first part of November which will assist in building unity within
the Marshall New Market Battalion.

WWW.hat’s New on the VMI Website
Check out some of this month’s features on the VMI web site
Trick-or-Treat
See the spooky visitors to Barracks on Halloween: http://www.vmi.edu/pr/halloween.html
Musical Interlude
The renowned Garth Newel players come to VMI: http://www.vmi.edu/pr/gnewel.html
Football Rebounds
See photos from the recent football victory over Charleston Southern: http://www.vmi.edu/athletics/football/photo_csu.html
Find much, much more on the “VMI Today” web page: http://www.vmi.edu/pr/newnews.asp
Updated several times each week with news, features, sports scores, and other news of VMI.
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VMI Winter Sports Schedule
Basketball
Nov. 18
Nov. 20

Virginia Tech
James Madison

2 p.m.
7 p.m.

Blacksburg, Va.
Harrisonburg, Va.

Nov. 29
Dec. 2

Howard
Howard

7 p.m.
2 p.m.

Lexington, Va.
Washington, D.C.

Dec. 4
Dec. 6

Virginia
Morehead State

7 p.m.
7 p.m.

Lexington, Va.
Lexington, Va.

Dec. 16
Dec. 18

Old Dominion
Randolph-Macon

7:35 p.m.
7 p.m.

Norfolk, Va.
Lexington, Va.

Dec. 20
Dec. 28

Mary Washington
South Carolina

7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Lexington, Va.
Columbia, S.C.

Jan. 3
Jan. 6

Appalachian State
Western Carolina

7 p.m.
1 p.m.

Boone, N.C.
Lexington, Va.

Jan. 10
Jan. 13

Furman
The Citadel

7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.

Greenville, S.C.
Charleston, S.C.

Jan. 15
Jan. 20

UNC Greensboro
Davidson

7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Lexington, Va.
Davidson, N.C.

Jan. 24
Jan. 27

East Tenn. State
Western Carolina

7 p.m.
7 p.m.

Lexington, Va.
Cullowhee, N.C.

Jan. 30
Feb. 3

Davidson
Chattanooga

7 p.m.
1 p.m.

Lexington, Va.
Lexington, Va.

Feb. 5
Feb. 10
Feb. 12

UNC Greensboro
Wofford
Georgia Southern

7 p.m.
1 p.m.
7 p.m.

Greensboro, N.C.
Lexington, Va.
Lexington, Va.

Dec. 1-3

Christmas Invitational

All Day

Indiana, Pa.

Feb. 15
Feb. 17

Charleston Southern
College of Charleston

7 p.m.
4 p.m.

Charleston, S.C.
Charleston, S.C.

Dec. 6
Jan. 26

Washington & Lee
Howard & St. Francis

5 p.m.
6 p.m.

Lexington, Va.
Washington, D.C.

Feb. 21
Feb. 24

East Tenn. State
Appalachian State

7:30 p.m.
1 p.m.

Johnson City, Tn.
Lexington, Va.

Feb. 14-17

Southern State Champ.

All Day

Davidson, N.C.

Mar. 1-4

SC Tourn.

TBA

Greenville, S.C.

Indoor Track
Dec. 2

VMI Invitational

Lexington, Va.

Jan. 19-20
Jan. 26-27

Va. Tech Invitational
Ikon Invitational

Blacksburg, Va.
Johnson City, Tn.

Feb. 2-3
Feb. 9-10

VMI Winter Relays
Virginia Tech meet

Lexington, Va.
Blacksburg, Va.

Feb. 23-24
Mar. 3-4

SC Champ.
IC4A Champ.

Johnson City, Tn.
Blacksburg, Va.

Rifle

Co-captain Tony Conway '01
helped lead the Keydet soccer
team to its first conference
tournament appearance since
1997 with wins over Southern
Conference foes Wofford and
The Citadel. The team finished
the year with a record of 5-12,
2-6 in the Conference. The two
conference wins were the most
for the program since 1995.
Conway is a staff photographer
for The Institute Report.

Swimming

Wrestling
Nov. 12

Keydet Invitational

10 a.m.

Lexington, Va.

Nov. 18
Nov. 30

Bloomsburg Invitational 10 a.m.
Bloomsburg,Pa.
Davidson
7:30 p.m. Lexington, Va.

Dec. 3
Dec. 29-30

Penn State Open
The Midlands

9 a.m.
9 a.m.

State College, Pa.
Evanston, III.

Jan. 9
Jan. 13

American
N.C. State Duals

7 p.m.
Noon

Washington, D.C.
Raleigh, N.C.

Jan. 16
Jan. 18

George Mason
James Madison

7:30 p.m. Lexington, Va.
7 p.m.
Harrisonburg, Va.

Jan. 20
Jan. 26

Virginia Intercollegiates All Day
Fairfax, Va.
Old Dominion
7:30 p.m. Lexington, Va.

Dec. 2
Jan. 27

Mass. Maritime
Navy, Drexel

Buzzards Bay, Mass.
Lexington, Va.

Jan.31
Feb. 3

Viginia Tech
All-Academy Champ.

7 p.m.
9 a.m.

Feb. 10
Feb. 17

Sectional
MIT

Lexington, Va.
Cambridge,Mass.

Feb. 9
Feb. 10

Appalachian State
UNC Greensboro

7:30 p.m. Lexington, Va.
3:30 p.m. Lexington, Va

Feb. 24
Mar. 3

Southeastern Invitational
MAC Championships

Lexington, Va.
Cambridge,Mass.

Feb. 17
Feb. 21

The Citadel
Chattanooga

1 p.m.
7 p.m.

Charleston, S.C.
Chattanooga, Tn.

March 3

S.C. Champ.

All Day

Chapel Hill, N.C.
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Blacksburg, Va.
West Point, N.Y.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Saturday, 11 November:
9 a.m.
Founders Day Convocation, Cameron
Hall. See page 2.
10:30 a.m. Parade, parade ground.
VMI Foundation Inc. Board Meeting.
Ring Figure events.
1 p.m.
Football vs. The Citadel, Alumni
Memorial Field.
Keydet Club Barbecue.
Sunday, 12 November:
10:30 a.m. “Blessing of the Ring” Chapel Service,
Jackson Memorial Hall.
10 a.m. Keydet Invitational (wrestling),
Cocke Hall.
Wednesday, 15 November:
4 p.m.
Dept. Heads meeting, Smith Hall.
Corps Thanksgiving Dinner.
Thursday, 16 November:
11 a.m. Speaker: Air Force General Hal
Hornburg, J.M. Hall. See page 4.
Friday, 17 November:
CAD
Thanksgiving furlough begins.
Saturday, 18 November:
10 a.m. Wrestling @ Bloomsburg Inv.
2 p.m.
Basketball @ Virginia Tech.
Monday, 20 November:
7 p.m.
Basketball @ JMU.
Thursday, 23 November:
Thanksgiving Day.
Monday, 27 November:
10 p.m. Thanksgiving furlough ends.
VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE
LEXINGTON, VA 24450-0304
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Tuesday, 28 November:
4 p.m.
Publications Board meeting, Maury
Brooke Richardson Hall.
2 p.m.
Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall.
Wednesday, 29 November:
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. Howard, Cameron
Hall.
Thursday, 30 November:
7:30 p.m. Wrestling vs. Davidson, Cocke Hall.
Friday, 1 December:
Admissions Open House.
8 a.m.
Board of Visitors committee
meetings.
1 p.m.
Board of Visitors academic visits.
6 p.m.
Lexington Christmas Parade.
Saturday, 2 December:
Admissions Open House.
8:30 a.m. Board of Visitors meeting, Turman
Room.
2 p.m.
Basketball @ Howard.
Sunday, 3 December:
9 a.m.
Wrestling @ Penn State Open.
Monday, 4 December:
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. UVA, Cameron Hall.
Tuesday, 5 December:
Corps Christmas Dinner.
“Carols in the Courtyard”
Candlelighting Service, J.M. Hall.

Wednesday, 6 December:
Classes end.
Dept. Heads meeting, Smith Hall.
Last day to withdraw from classes.
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. Morehead State,
Cameron Hall.
Thursday, 7 December:
Reading Day.
Friday, 8 December:
Exams begin.
Wednesday, 13 December:
9:30 a.m. Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall.
Saturday, 16 December:
Exams end.
Commissioning Ceremony.
December Graduation.
Noon
Christmas furlough begins.
7:35 p.m. Basketball @ ODU.
Monday, 18 December:
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. Randolph Macon,
Cameron Hall.
Wednesday, 20 December:
7 p.m.
Basketball vs. Mary Washington,
Cameron Hall.
Sunday, 24 December:
Christmas Eve.
Monday, 25 December:
Christmas Day.
Thursday, 28 December:
7:30 p.m. Basketball @ South Carolina.
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