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Dean of the Canterbury Cathedral to Speak
at Annual Jonathan Daniels Ceremony
The Very Reverend John A. Simpson, Dean of England’s
Canterbury Cathedral, will be the main speaker at VMI’s annual
Jonathan Daniels ceremony to be held, March 16th at 11 a.m. in
Jackson Memorial Hall.
Dean Simpson returns to VMI where he gave the keynote
address at the 1998 ceremony which established the Jonathan M.
Daniels ’61 Humanitarian Award. He has been Dean of the
Canterbury Cathedral since 1986 and is responsible for the liturgy
and worship of the Cathedral, which is visited annually by more
than three million visitors and pilgrims. He directs the mission of
the cathedral, which is the Mother Church of the worldwide Anglican
Communion.
Though an announcement of the Award’s first recipient has not
been made, an annual ceremony is held in March on or near Jonathan Daniels birthday (March
20). Its purpose is to afford the Corps of Cadets a continuing reminder that it is possible to
embody and display heroic qualities of honor, loyalty and devotion at any age and in any
circumstances. At its December 1997 meeting, the VMI Board of Visitors voted to establish the
Continued on page 3

First Marine Division Association
to Honor Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller ’21 at VMI
On April 7, 2000, a ceremony at Cameron Hall —which will be attended by General James
L. Jones, 32nd Commandant of the Marine Corps—and a parade by the Corps of Cadets will mark
the establishment of a permanent memorial at VMI to one of the Marine Corps most renowned
heroes, Lieutenant General Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller ‘21.
In the mid-1990s, the Old Dominion Chapter of the First Marine Division Association decided
to create a memorial to General Puller because his selfless dedication to duty and country, dynamic
personality, and colorful career have made him one of the preeminent symbols of the Marine
Corps.
After discussion with the VMI Foundation and officials of VMI, the First Marine Division
Association decided that the “Living Memorial” would consist of three separate, but interrelated,
programs: the Chesty Puller Award, a display honoring General Puller in VMI Museum’s Hall of
Valor, and a scholarship for cadets who are striving for a commission in the Marine Corps.
The First Marine Division Association believed that VMI would be the proper place to memorialize
General Puller because VMI strives to shape cadets for leadership and adheres to venerable
traditions as it does so.
The first Chesty Puller Award was presented in May 1996 to then-cadet Mark Carter. The
award—an engraved officer’s sword—is presented annually to a graduating senior who is accepting
a Marine Corps commission and who, in the opinion of his instructors exhibits the exemplary
leadership traits of Chesty Puller. The second program—the display in VMI’s Hall of Valor—will
bring General Puller’s character and service to the attention of the large number of people who
visit the Museum each year. The third program, the Lieutenant General Lewis B. Puller, USMC
and Class of 1921 Memorial Scholarship Fund, will provide scholarship assistance to cadets who
are candidates for commissioning in the Marine Corps.
Continued on page 11
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Environment Virginia Symposium O’Malley Appointed to Mary Moody
On April 5, John Paul Woodley, Secretary of Natural Resources
Northern Visiting Chair in
and Claude A. Allen, Secretary of Health and Human Resources will
give the opening presentations at this year’s Environment Virginia
International Studies
Conference, eleventh in the annual series. Keynote speaker for the session
is John Shephard of Newport News Shipbuilding.
The April 5-6 conference, to be held in Cameron Hall, is hosted by
the VMI Research Laboratories in conjunction with the Virginia
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), the Virginia Department
of Conservation and Recreation, and the Virginia Department of Health
(VDH). The purpose of the annual conference is to address current
environmental topics and facilitate information exchange and technology
transfer. This year’s focus is “Beyond Compliance to Environmental
Excellence.” One continuing education unit or continuing legal education
unit is available for those who make advance arrangements.
Following the presentations, a panel discussions will be held. They
will examine “Rewarding Environmental Performance” and “Nonpoint
Continued on page 11

Distinguished U.S. Senator &
Vietnam POW speaks at VMI
Former U.S. Senator RADM Jeremiah
A. Denton, Jr., USN (Ret.), spoke at the 1st
Class Banquet for the Class of 2000 on 11
April 2000.
Denton, who graduated from the U.S.
Naval Academy in 1946, served with
distinction in the Navy for 34 years,
including more than seven years as a
prisoner-of-war in North Vietnam from
1966 to 1973.
From 1981 through 1987, Denton
served in the U.S. Senate from Alabama. In 1983, Denton founded the
National Forum Foundation, dedicated to issues regarding the concept
of One Nation under God, the institution of the family, welfare reform,
and peacekeeping and humanitarian affairs; of which he currently serves
as president. Denton’s son Michael is a 1981 graduate of VMI.

Dr. William J. O’Malley has been appointed to the Mary Moody
Northern Visiting Chair in International Studies for the spring semester.
O’Malley, a native of Philadelphia, Penn., was graduated in 1970
from Michigan State University. He later received his master’s and
doctorate degrees from Cornell University in New York.
O’Malley served on active duty in the United States Army during
the period 1964-1968 in the continental United States and Vietnam. In
1977 he was Outreach Coordinator for the Cornell University Southeast
Asia Program. For two years, he was responsible for devising,
institutionalizing, and managing programs designed to make the
University’s resources for the study of Southeast Asia more accessible
to and more widely used by people in the broader community.
From 1979 to 1986 O’Malley was Research Fellow, Department of
Political and Social Change, Research School of Pacific Studies,
Australian National University. He lectured at the Royal Military College,
Duntroon; Australian National University; and the University of Sydney.
Since June 1986 he has served as Indochina Analyst, Office of
National Assessments for the Australian government. He is responsible
for monitoring and assessing internal developments and external relations
of Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand, Burma, the Phillipines, and for
ASEAN and regional Southeast Asian issues. The work involves staying
abreast of developments in the areas of responsibility; directing
Australia’s national efforts to collect the information necessary to
understand events and their significance; and writing reports for the Prime
Minister and other Cabinet members on regional developments and their
implications for Australia.
O’Malley has written numerous articles and chapters which appear
in scholarly journals; served as co-director of the radio program “Asia
Behind the News” which aired on a dozen public-network stations around
Australia; and served as co-chairman of the Australia National
University’s Indonesian Studies Group. He lectured on Indonesian foreign
policy at the Royal Australian Air Force Staff College and serves as
regular lecturer at the Royal Australian Navy Staff College. Since 1987,
he has been involved with baseball umpiring in Australia, holding various
offices in the local association, including president. He umpires annually
at national-level championships and the Australian Baseball League.

Former Professor of Physics Dies
Irving G. Foster ’35, former professor of physics at VMI, passed
away January 11 in St. Petersburg, Fla. Foster taught at VMI for 20
years before moving to Florida. He was also a consultant for Honeywell
and served as a president of the Virginia Academy of Science and as
chair of the Southeastern Section of the American Physical Society.
Foster was a founding faculty member of Florida Presbyterian
College, now Eckerd College, where he retired in 1977 as a professor of
physics having served as dean of the science division.
He was a Fulbright Fellow in Sri Lanka from 1966 to 1967. Foster
was a member of the Lexington Presbyterian Church and a member and
elder of the First Presbyterian Church of St. Petersburg. He was a member
of the Florida Academy of Sciences, American Association of Physics
Teachers and Phi Beta Kappa.
Survivors include his wife, Dorothy; a daughter, Jeanne F. Kearley,
Chula Vista, Cal.; two sons, David E. Foster, Waukee, Iowa, and Gordon
H. Foster, Crystal River; a sister, Barbara Prince, San Anselmo, Calif.;
six grandchildren; and two great grandchildren.
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Jonathan M. Daniels ‘61
Humanitarian Award, only the
second time in the history of the
Institute the Board has taken such
action. The award emphasizes the
virtue of humanitarian public
service and will recognize
individuals who have made
significant personal sacrifices to
protect or improve the lives of
others.
Jonathan Daniels, valedictorian of the VMI Class of 1961, was
a seminarian at the Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass.
in 1965 when he answered Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s call for
clergy to assist with civil rights and
voter registration efforts in the
South. After graduation from VMI,
Daniels attended Harvard University on a Danforth Fellowship to
study English, but decided his calling was in the ministry. On August
20, 1965, he gave the ultimate sacrifice, his life for that of another,
black teenager Ruby Sales. He was
killed by a shotgun blast from the
gun of Tom Coleman in front of a
country store in Hayneville, Ala.
When he heard of the tragedy,
Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “One
of the most heroic Christian deeds
of which I have heard in my entire
ministry was performed by
Jonathan Daniels. Certainly there
are no incidents more beautiful in
the annals of church history, and
though we are grieved at this time,
our grief should give way to a
sense of Christian honor and
nobility.”
Over the years, Jonathan
Daniels’ selfless act has been
recognized often. Two books have
been written about him, and in the
summer of 1994, the Episcopal
Church added the date of his death
to its Calendar of Lesser Feasts and
Fasts, an honor bordering on
sainthood or martyrdom. In
England’s Canterbury Cathedral,
there is a Chapel of Martyrs in
which 15 modern day martyrs are
honored. Jonathan Daniels is one
of them.
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Cadets Attend Reception in Richmond

VMI cadets traveled to Richmond on the occasion of VMI’s legislative reception for members of the
Virginia General Assembly on February 17. Pictured here with Senator Thomas K. Norment, VMI
’68, the cadets visited with legislators during the day and later attended the reception that evening.
VMI cadets have made numerous trips to the General Assembly seeking support for VMI this session.

Col. Robert L. Green Named Acting Business Executive
VMI Superintendent Major General Josiah Bunting III has named Col.
Robert L. Green, VMI Class of 1967, Acting Business Executive for the Institute.
Green, who has served as Acting Director of Cadet Affairs since October 1997,
assumed his duties effective February 15. He succeeds Col. John L. Rowe, Jr.,
VMI ’66, who had been business executive since July 1991. On February 12,
General Bunting was informed by Col. Rowe of his intention to resign from his
post. During this transition period, Col. Rowe became assistant to the Board of
Visitors.
Earlier this academic year, Col. Green had been named to the position of
post engineer, a job scheduled to begin in July 2000. Those duties will be
included in his new assignment. Concurrently, Green holds the Fred C.
Culpepper ’40 Adjunct Professorship in Civil Engineering and teaches construction engineering, an upperlevel course.
Prior to coming to VMI, Col. Green had 25 years of corporate experience in the engineering field, spending
virtually all of that time with Wiley & Wilson, Architects-Engineers-Planners in Lynchburg. He was president
of the firm from 1986 to 1996. Green, a registered professional engineer, holds a B.S. in civil engineering
from VMI and a Masters of Engineering in environmental engineering from the University of Virginia.
“Col. Green has an extensive background in engineering and management, experience that is natural for
this position.” said General Bunting. “His quiet, professional manner exudes confidence in those with whom
he works; he is well respected by faculty, staff and cadets; and I have every confidence that the Institute’s
business affairs are in competent hands.”
Outside his professional career, Green has been a board member for the Lynchburg Small Business
Development Center, a regional vice-president of the Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, and is past chairman
of the Board of Advisors, Lynchburg College School of Business and Economics.
“I am honored by the confidence shown in my leadership abilities to serve VMI in this important position,”
said Col. Green. “I am very excited about working with the business staff. I know them to be professionals
dedicated to ensuring that the Institute remains a premier undergraduate experience, and I am confident that
our team will continue to provide and improve the level of service necessary to support our unique academic
mission.”
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Board Votes to
Limit Size of
Incoming Class

Col. George Piegari, professor of mathematics and computer science, talks to first classman Carl
B. Hammond, Jr., a civil engineering major, at a reception for 40 cadets recently elected to “Who’s
Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges.” Brig. Gen. Alan F. Farrell, dean
of the faculty, gave certificates to the cadets in recognition of their accomplishment.

VMI Theatre Spring Production
The VMI Theatre’s spring production will be “Our Country’s Good,” a mature comedy/drama by
Timberlake Wertenbaker, based on the novel, The Playmaker, by Thomas Keneally. The play has been described
as “highly theatrical, often funny, and at times dark and disturbing,” as it tells the true story of the first
theatrical endeavor in the British penal colony in New South Wales, Australia, in 1789.
When Arthur Phillip, the British Governor of the infant civilization at Sydney Cove, wishes to offer his
convict prisoners something positive in their lives, he encourages a Marine lieutenant to direct a play to
celebrate King George III’s birthday. The lieutenant must cast the play, George Farquhar’s comedy, “The
Recruiting Officer,” with convicts who have been saved from English gallows and jails and transported fourteen
thousand miles away to the unexplored continent of Australia. Few of them can read, let alone act, and the
play is rehearsed against a background of hostile officers, food shortages, convict escapes, and barbaric
punishments. But the civilizing influence of theatre on the convicts is a tribute to the spirit of hope and
cooperation that transforms a group of ragged thieves, pickpockets, forgers, and prostitutes into a troupe of
proud and competent performers.
The VMI Theatre cast includes cadets Kyle W. Kramer as Lt. Ralph Clark, who directs the convict play;
James C. Copty as Governor Arthur Phillip; Shawn M. Fisher as Midshipman Harry Brewer; Paul R. Bickford,
III as Major Robbie Ross; J. Aaron Sims as Captain Watkin Tench; Erik S. Figueroa as Captain Jemmy
Campbell, and G. Brandon Garrett as Lt. Will Dawes. Cadets portraying the convicts are John W. Leon as
John Wisehammer; Jeffrey D. McKelvin, Jr. as James “Ketch” Freeman; R. Joshua Harman as John Arscott;
Pierre S. Ngankeu as Caesar; Christopher N. Ackerman as Thomas Barrett; Angela N. (Nicki) Myers as
Dabby Bryant; Virginia M. Upham as Mary Brenham, and Melissa S. Williams as Duckling Smith.
Also in the cast are community performers Tom Oxendine as convict Robert Sideway; Bob Rorrer as
Judge David Collins; Col. H. Francis Bush as Reverend Johnson; and Melou Piegari and Jennifer Palmacci as
convicts Liz Morden and Meg Long.
The play is directed by VMI Theatre Director Joellen K. Bland, assisted by cadet technical director
Cameron R. Rex, and theatre staff cadets Kyle W. Kramer, Stephen F. Lee, Mark A. Nemeth, James C. Copty,
Shawn M. Fisher, and Angela N. Myers.
Dinner theatre will be offered on Friday and Saturday, March 24-25, with a buffet opening at 6:30 and the
show following at 8 p.m. The cost is $22 for adults, $20 for students and senior citizens, and $14 for cadets.
All dinner theatre reservations require nonrefundable advance payment.
Show-only performances will be on Wednesday - Saturday, March 22 - 25 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, March
26 at 2 p.m. in VMI’s Lejeune Hall. The cost is $7 for adults, $5 for students and senior citizens, with cadets
admitted free. Reservations may be made by calling 540-464-7389.
The play contains some language and situations which may not be suitable for children.
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Applications Continue to Surge
At its February meeting, the
VMI Board of Visitors voted
unanimously to limit the size of
next year ’s “Rat” class to
approximately 400 cadets. The
effect of the decision will be twofold: to reduce overcrowding in
Barracks and related difficulties
associated with this problem and
improve selectivity among the
applicant pool.
Though the Board approved
the reduction for only one class, it
is clearly their intent, if possible,
to sustain a somewhat smaller
Corps of Cadets in the future. In a
speech to the Parents Council on
February 18, Brig. Gen. Alan
Farrell, Dean of the Faculty, said,
“We think we can reinforce the
strength of the curriculum by
setting a higher standard for entry
to it, and we think we can enhance
opportunities cadets derive from
Barracks life by providing a little
more space in which to exercise
leadership.”
Gen. Farrell emphasized the
enhancement of selectivity and improvement of the SAT composite
and the public perception and recognition in these areas. For the
Class of 2003, the mean SAT rose
to 1125, the percent of applicants
accepted dropped to 73 percent,
and the percent of cadets in the top
quarter of their high school class
is up to 41 percent. These statistical areas are key barometers for
perception of student academic
quality among colleges and for
most college rating publications.
With another excellent year
for admissions applications in
progress and a smaller incoming
class, these three barometers
should all improve with percent of
acceptances dropping into the mid
to high 60s range. Applications are
likely to reach a two-decade high
with the current percent increase
ranging from 11 percent to 15
percent, fluctuating daily. The
number already is within 100 of
last year’s total of 1,162 applicants,
the most in 12 years. Prior to this
year, applications had increased
more than 28 percent since 1995.
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Two Selected for China Internships

Astronaut to Speak at VMI

Two mechanical engineering majors have been selected as 2000
Marshall Engineering interns. Second classmen William Harley and
Robert McVay will travel to Tianjin, about 2 hours southeast of Beijing
to work at a a state of the art, high-tech factory. The $460 million Motorola
plant will eventually produce world-class chips for cell phones,
telecommunications equipment, automobiles and appliances. Bechtel,
Inc. is providing project management, procurement, and construction
management services.
Bechtel’s Jay Hoenig, VMI Class of 1969, is overall sponsor and
program coordinator for the cadets. Coordinating the intern program at
VMI is Col. Woody Sadler ’66, lecturer in mechanical engineering and
Director of Development for the George C. Marshall Foundation. Cadets
from all engineering branches are eligible for the internships. Anthony
Esteve, also a mechanical engineering major, is an alternate.

VMI will host a special guest on
Tuesday, March 14 with the visit of
NASA astronaut Nancy Jane Currie,
Ph.D. The United States Army
lieutenant colonel will speak about
her experiences as an astronaut and
answer questions at 3 p.m. and at 8:15
p.m. in the ballroom of Lejeune Hall
(400 level). Her talks are open to the
public.
Lt. Col. Currie was selected by
NASA in January 1990 and became
an astronaut in July 1991. Her first
space flight was launched from
Kennedy Space Center on June 21, 1993. The primary objective of the
flight was to retrieve the EURECA satellite, but the ten-day mission
also featured the first flight of Spacehab, a module for the conduct of
microgravity experiments and a spacewalk by two crew members.
She was part of a five-member crew aboard Space-Shuttle Discovery
which was launched from the Kennedy Space Center on July 13, 1995.
On this mission which lasted nine days, the crew deployed the final
NASA Tracking and Data Relay Satellite to complete the constellation
of NASA’s orbiting communication satellite system. The crew also
conducted many biomedical and remote sensing experiments.
In December 1998, Dr. Currie served as the flight engineer on STS88, the first international space station assembly mission. The primary
objective of this 12-day mission was to mate the first American-made
module, Unity, to the first Russian-made module. Dr. Currie’s primary
role was to operate the shuttle’s 50-foot robotic arm to retrieve and
connect the first two station segments.
LTC Currie, born December 29, 1958, has a B.A. degree from Ohio
State University, 1977; M.S. from the University of Southern California,
1985; and Ph.D. from the University of Houston, 1997. She was
commissioned in the United States Army in 1981 and attended the Air
Defense Officer Basic Course and the United States Army Aviation
School. A master army aviator, she has logged 3,900 flying hours in a
variety of rotary wing and fixed wing aircraft.

Gibson Promoted to Colonel
Lt. Col. Keith E. Gibson ’77 was promoted to colonel effective
March 3. Col. Gibson has been executive director of VMI’s Museum
Programs since 1986. He has 20 years of service at the Institute and
directs both the VMI Museum and the New Market Battlefield State
Historical Park.

Renowned Poet to Visit VMI
Anne Waldman, renowned as poet and performer of her works, will
read at VMI on March 20 at 8 p.m. in Jackson Memorial Hall. Her
appearance is sponsored by the Department of English and Fine Arts
and its English Society. There is no charge and the public is invited.
After being graduated from Bennington College (where she edited
the student literary magazine) in 1966, Waldman came to New York
City where for a dozen years she directed the St. Mark’s Poetry Project,
a center for poetry readings, lectures, and workshops.
From 1975 she co-directed with poet Allen Ginsberg the Jack
Kerouac School of Disembodied Poetics at Naropa Institute in Boulder,
Colorado. She has edited numerous books and periodicals, including
the World Anthology, Talking Poetics from Naropa Institute, Rocky Ledge,
and the Beat Book. Of her accomplishments Aram Saroyan wrote in the
New York Times Book Review, “Of all the poets in my generation none
has done more than Anne Waldman to bring poetry before the public at
large.”
Her verse is characterized by considerable formal experimentation,
from open form to sestinas, sonnets, villanelles, and pantoums. Her poems
have been published widely (in such journals as the Paris Review, Poetry,
and Rolling Stone), and translated into nine languages. She has fifteen
books to her credit, including Fast Speaking Woman (City Lights: 1975
and 1996) and her epic two-volume study in verse of males and maleness,
Jovis (Coffee House Press, 1993 and 1997). Her most recent volume is
Marriage: A Sentence, just released this month by Viking Penguin.
Acclaimed for her performance as well as her poetry, she has read
throughout much of the world. She has performed with Ginsberg, novelist
William S. Burroughs, rock ‘n’ roller Lou Reed, jazz trumpeter Don
Cherry, composer Philip Glass, musician David Amram, and many others.
Of her accomplishment as poet-performer, Ginsberg wrote, “Anne
Waldman is a poet orator, her body is an instrument for vocalization, her
voice a trembling flame rising out of a strong body, her texts the accurate
energetic fine notations of words with spoken music latent in mindful
arrangement on the page.”
The Institute Report, March 13, 2000

Former BOV Member Dies
J.B. Massey, Jr., former member of the VMI Board of Visitors, died
January 8 in Lynchburg. He was a member of the board during the period
1981-1984.
Massey, attended Hampden Sydney and Erskine College, then went
to the University of Maryland to earn his master’s degree, with further
graduate study at the University of Chicago and John Hopkins University
in Baltimore.
He served as headmaster of Norfolk Academy in Norfolk, Va. for
28 years, bringing the school to national prominence. Upon retirement
from the academy, he moved to Farmville, Va. where he served on the
school board of Prince Edward County. He and his wife also spent a
year in Atlanta where he was acting headmaster at The Lovett School.
Mrs. Massey died in 1993. Survivors of the Masseys include: a
daughter, Elizabeth M. Kramer, Springboro, Ohio; and three sons, James
B. Massey, III of Roanoke, Thomas C. Massey of Clemson, S.C., and
Joseph P. Massey of Norfolk, Va.
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Staff Member and Cadets Donate Time and Effort to Help Area Youth
The klieg-like lights used to assist
in the televising of Keydets basketball
games were not lit, but there was the
unmistakable sound of basketballs
pounding their jazz-riff tempo against the
shiny wooden floor.
One thought it odd to hear bouncing
balls as the Keydet hoopsters should be
scant hours from departing for the
Southern Conference Tournament in
Greenville, S.C. There were shrill, highpitched voices like those of young
children, but there was also a couple of
unmistakably mature male voices, one
belting out “All right….. Great shot.’’
Advancing up the tunnel and through
the opaque flaps that try to provide a
modicum of player privacy and to keep
cold air out of the Cameron Hall playing
area, one stops in his tracks and stares
slack-jawed. Ten young girls, none of
whom appears to be much older than 12,
are gathered around VMI basketball VMI basketball players Aaron Demory (#34) and Nick Richardson (#3) pose with members of the local
players Aaron Demory and Nick AAU girls team they help coach. Standing in the back row is head coach Col. Steve RiCharde, VMI’s
Richardson with looks of rapt attention. Director of Institutional Research. Photo courtesy of The News Gazette.
The young girls, none of whom
approaches five feet in height, stare up at the 6-3 Demory and 6-7 young men who represent all that college athletics should be.”
VMI basketball coach Bart Bellairs mouthed a similar sentiment in
Richardson. Asked what she thinks about their height, one player
whispers, “You know, I came to a game here, and the other team has the moments right after VMI suffered a disappointing late-season loss
some guys even taller than them. It’s so cool to have them help coach us to Davidson in Cameron Hall. As he left the floor, he gasped out in his
season-ravaged voice, “They’ll write stories about us losing the game.
because they are really good players.’’
First classman Demory and second classman Richardson responded Someone should write a story about what fine young men we have on
to a request for assistance from Col. Steve RiCharde, Director of our team. We may be struggling on the court, but these guys will never
Institutional Research at VMI, who has been involved with coaching struggle in life. They have too much character to do otherwise.”
Demory and Richardson took decidedly different routes to their VMI
Rockbridge-area girls AAU basketball teams since he first coached his
basketball careers. Demory, the son of a career military officer, made
daughter, who is now 17, when she was 12.
“I started coaching AAU ball because my daughter was interested the usual many moves before finally being able to settle down and attend
in playing, and there was no team, much less a coach. I agreed to coach, Woodbridge High School. Long a soccer and baseball standout, Demory
and I’ve enjoyed the experiences,’’ said Richarde. “Stephanie (his did not begin to play organized basketball until he was a high school
daughter) will be a senior in high school this fall and has been playing in freshman. When he did, he attacked it wholeheartedly. “I try to be the
high school for a couple of years. I’ve enjoyed getting back to working best I can be at whatever I am trying to do.”
Richardson, on the other hand, began to play organized basketball
with these younger girls.’’
The first cadet to become deeply involved with assisting RiCharde at a very young age. “I remember being like these girls, traveling all
was Jason Bell, who garnered first-team All-Southern Conference honors over the place to play tournaments. It was a lot of fun, but it could also
in basketball for the 1998-99 season during his first class year. During get tiring. Playing AAU ball was certainly a large part of my
Richardson’s Rat year, Bell was his dyke. “I would often have to get development,’’ said the well-spoken Charlotte, N.C. resident.
As Richardson started to return to the court, two young girls suddenly
food for Jason on Tuesdays and Thursdays because he was busy helping
Col. RiCharde coach the girls. Jason really loved to help, so it looked lunged and grabbed him around his legs and began to tug on them. One
could only wonder how loud Coach Bellair’s gasp would have been had
like something I’d enjoy, too.”
Demory chuckled as he listened to his taller teammate. “It can be he seen his team’s leading scorer being accosted so. But Richardson’s
tough sometimes. I definitely have more empathy for coaches. The wide smile and that of Demory as he watched his friend stand tall against
the onslaught indicated perhaps both understood that giving to children
players don’t always want to listen to the coaches.”
As Demory and Richardson took to the floor to work on running an has to concern itself with the planting; the harvest will take care of itself.
offense with their charges, RiCharde looked on like a proud poppa.
Over the decades, VMI cadets have had a profound effect on the
“Sometimes it seems like all we ever hear about is the bad part of college lives of area youths. Through relationships begun and nurtured in area
athletics and college athletes. Nick and Aaron are representative of every churches; local elementary and secondary schools; or on athletic playing
young man on VMI’s team,’’ declared RiCharde. “Look at these girls. They fields or courts, many cadets have developed private relationships that
listen to them. They think of me sometimes as some pathetic old man who gave back to them as much or more as they have given.
runs up and down the court. Nick and Aaron are intelligent, socially skilled
There’s space for all on a two-way street.—Doug Chase
Page 6

The Institute Report, March 13, 2000

Furr Works Behind the Scenes to Help VMI “Keep up Appearances”
At an institution where uniformity is a key component, the
appearance of the uniforms worn is a matter to which strict attention is
paid.
This is particularly true at a military school like the Institute. It’s
easy to overlook just how much time and energy — expended by a loyal
crew of behind-the-scenes employees – goes into creating a uniform
appearance.
Those who man the military store, from which cadets and faculty
are issued the required uniforms, must keep careful tabs on inventory
and availability. Of course, it is impossible to keep any uniform item
stored in the many tiny increments of sizing required by both male and
female cadets.
High on the 400 level of the Infill Building sits the Institute’s Tailor
Shop. It is an innocuous room filled with sewing tables, visibly old sewing
machines, and a pleasant cadre of women altering various VMI faculty
and cadet uniform items. A wall is festooned with the various chevrons
applied to cadet uniforms.
It’s the kind of place most have no idea exists, but VMI could not
exist without it. To the outside observer, much of the work contains
sameness. In fact, almost every job is a custom alteration. There is irony
in knowing that in order for uniforms to be uniform, subtle changes and
hidden alterations must be made.
No one is more aware of this irony than Leona Furr, who began
working in the Tailor Shop in 1977 after a nine-month stint in the laundry.
She succeeded Edna Manley as Tailor Shop Supervisor in 1983. She has
seen many changes, ranging from the relocation of the shop from the
old concourse to its present location to the growing number of skirts she
and her team members have altered.
A eastern West Virginia native, she and her husband, Bennie, moved
to their Rockbridge Baths home in 1962 shortly after their marriage.
She baby-sat in her home, did some restaurant work and spent time at
home with their son, Tim, who is now 35 and lives in Norfolk.
“I’d been sewing all my life,’’ recalled the enthusiastic Furr. “I had
made my own clothes and had knowledge of sewing machines. A local
plant needed my skill, so I worked at a couple of local clothing
manufacturers before coming to VMI.’’
She became bored with the factory work of “doing the exact same
chore day after day’’ and took the VMI laundry job. After nine months
there, she joined the Tailor Shop. “Edna Manley was the supervisor
when I arrived. She taught me exactly what I needed to know,’’ said
Furr. “She was very organized and good at explaining things. I hope I do
it as well as she did.’’
Cindy Dudley, who has been under Furr’s supervision for eight years,
sounds like Furr speaking of Manley as she speaks of Furr. “Leona’s a
very good boss. She’s fair, and that’s wonderful. When she’s teaching
you something, she’s very patient. And she organizes things so well.
“She’s also saved VMI a small fortune with the way she has been
able to teach us to recycle everything that can possibly be used again.
Very few people know anything about that,’’ Dudley continued.
Furr chuckles at Dudley’s observation. “I don’t know if we’ve saved
a small fortune, but I am very reluctant to waste anything that can be put
to use. We’ll take apart collars, save hooks and eyes from the blouses
and examine chevrons and class patches to see if they can be recycled.’’
She is asked to discuss the advances in tailoring equipment. Are
there new high-tech machines located in another room? Chuckling, she
responded “People don’t believe this, but those machines you saw are
the exact same six sewing machines and the blind stitch machine that
were there the first day I arrived 23 years ago. When those machines
were made, they were made to last. There are no plastic parts; they’re all
metal. We must not be the only folks still using them because it’s still
easy to get parts for them.’’
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What’s the most unusual job she ever undertook? She ponders and
laughs out loud, “I had to repair the kangaroo suit once because a zipper
had broken. That was definitely different.’’
On the front of Furr’s desk, which sits in the front of the Tailor
Shop, a revised version of “The Serenity Prayer” is taped. It reads: Lord,
grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage
to change the things I can and the wisdom to hide the bodies of those
people I had to kill because they pushed me too far.
“Sure, it gets hectic at certain times of the year, but that keeps life
interesting. Most people know we’re doing the best we can as quickly as
we can,’’ Furr added. “You have to enjoy sewing to enjoy this work, and
we do.’’
Lt. Col. Mike Friski, quartermaster of VMI’s military store, reflected
on Furr’s contributions to the Institute, “Hers is a very demanding job,
being responsible for 1335 cadets. She does a superior job of balancing
the requirements of the incoming Rat class and returning upper classmen.
At the same time, she and her team also deal with 130 faculty and staff
members with various uniform needs. Since the tailor shop has moved,
it may not be as apparent to members of the VMI community. That
diminishes in no way the work the Mrs. Furr and her team do.”
Spending the hours she does sitting and doing close work, it is not
surprising to learn that her leisure loves range far afield from the Tailor
Shop. Bennie and Leona are avid cloggers and are active members of
the Tri-County Cloggers.
She laughs impishly. “There’s something else I really like to do.
Bennie and I love to ride our Harley-Davidson.’’ They are members of
the Covington-based Travelling Retreads, a group devoted to social events
organized around riding motorcycles.
“For the longest time I wouldn’t get on it,’’ Furr recalled. “Then
one day I just thought ‘what the heck,’ and I got Bennie to let me ride
with him around the yard. Then a little longer and longer …. I was
hooked.’’ The couple has taken extensive motorcycle excursions through
several parts of the country.
Furr admits that she has had thoughts of retirement but does not
seem to be in any hurry. “I enjoy my work. I really do. I work with
wonderful people. I see no reason to stop quite yet.’’

Cavallaro joins Keydet Club Staff
With the growing demands on the VMI Keydet Club to raise
operational and scholarship funds for the VMI athletic program, Greg
Cavallaro ’84 has accepted the position of vice president with the Keydet
Club. His employment was effective February 7.
Cavallaro joins Donnie Ross ’74, vice president, in expanding
development and fund raising potential in support of the Keydet Club
Scholarship Fund and the Athletic Operations Fund. He also continues
work on major gift solicitations and joins Ross in reunion fund and joint
leadership coordination with the VMI Foundation, as well as work on
special projects and events for the Keydet Club. The expansion of staff
provides Jeff Morgan ’80, executive vice president of the Keydet Club,
the ability to devote more time in assisting the VMI Foundation, Inc.
with the athletic portion of the “VMI Campaign.”
Cavallaro previously worked for more than 13 years for the VMI
Foundation, initially starting as director of Annual Giving and continuing
as a development officer in a variety of capacities, most recently as vice
president responsible for annual leadership giving, coordinator for the
25th reunion funds and coordinator for the Institute Society.
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Watch Tells Time
and History

Long-Time Service by Brown Colbert Borgus Remembered During Ceremony at VMI.
Borgus was honored with a permanent display at a ceremony held in Crozet Hall at Virginia Military Institute
on February 4. Borgus served VMI as head waiter during the period between September 1919 and September
1955. He then returned for a brief period between the months of September and December 1958. Mr. Borgus
was a legend - a fixture - for generations of cadets who dined in the mess hall during these years. Approximately
40 guests attended the ceremony including Borgus’ son Napoleon, of Lexington, and two of his daughters, Mrs.
Laura Palmer of Ohio and Mrs. Emily Adamson of Lexington. Also present were grandchildren from Detroit
and New York. Speaking at the ceremony were Maj. Gen. Josiah Bunting III ’63, superintendent; Col. Leroy
Hammond ’57, headquarters executive officer; and Mr. William T. Eickelberg ’44. Mrs. Laura Palmer (pictured)
responded eloquently in behalf of the family. The display consists of a plaque and photo hung prominently in
the building where Borgus served so long. The display was implemented through the hard work of Eickelberg,
Henry Foresman ’41, Tom L. Peyton, Jr. ’44, Harry Ratrie, Jr. ’44, Harvey S. Sadow ’44, and Augustus Robbins
III ’47 with assistance from the headquarters office.

Rats and their dykes enter
the town of New Market,
near the end of their 19-mile
march toward the final
destination at the New
Market Battlefield State
Historical Park and the reenactment of the cadet
charge across the 1864
battlefield. The march was
a part of this year’s
“Breakout” activities.
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When Washington D.C.
jeweler Afram J. Afram purchased
a gold Hamilton pocket watch
several years ago, he had no idea
the story that the watch would be
able to disclose. It is a handsome
watch, monogrammed on the
cover. Inside the back cover is
engraved the entire roster of Co.
E. Virginia Military Institute, 1941.
It was a custom at that time for
cadets at VMI to award their
commanders with a pocket watch
upon graduation. This particular
watch was awarded to Cadet
Captain Fleming Clark Goolsby.
Afram, a jeweler who specializes
in restoring old collectible wrist
and pocket watches, recognized
there was something special about
this watch. He restored it to
working order and then began his
attempt to find the rightful owner,
which turned out to be quite a task.
Afram contacted the U.S.
Department of Veteran Affairs
where the project was then tasked
to Michael G. Bracey and
Christopher Scheer. Bracey was
able to discover that Goolsby, who
graduated from VMI in 1941,
became a pilot. He apparently left
the special watch behind when he
left for Europe. Goolsby was one
of the first American fliers to take
part in raids over France in the
summer of 1942. He was reported
killed on December 26, 1942 while
on a mission over North Africa. His
remains were never recovered and
his name is listed on the Wall of
the Missing at the North Africa
Cemetery in Carthage, Tunisia.
Upon discovering Goolsby’s
fate, Afram felt that the watch
should be returned to VMI as a
tribute. Col. Keith Gibson, director
of the VMI Museum, accepted the
donation from Afram remarking,
“It is fitting that the watch returned
here to Lexington to serve as a
reminder and touchstone of
Goolsby’s service to the Corps and
to the United States.”
The VMI Museum is located
on the VMI Post in Lexington,
Virginia and is open daily, 9-5. For
more information please visit
www.vmi.edu/museum, or call
540-464-7334. — VMI Museum
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Potpourri
❖ Maj. Gen. Josiah Bunting III, superintendent will deliver the keynote
speech in Colorado at the Alice McDermott Memorial Lecture’s in
Applied Ethics and also the opening speech for the National Character
& Leadership Symposium. His keynote/opening address is entitled “An
Education for Our Time.” Prior to his address, Gen. Bunting will be one
of the guests of honor at a reception that includes Adm. James Stockdale
and Tommy LaSorda among others. On March 9, he will speak during
the concurrent sessions. The topics of the two talks are: “An Education
for Our Time: Issues and Answers” and “Character and Leadership.”
❖ “Raphael Semmes, Rebel Seadog,” a chapter written by Col. Spencer
C. Tucker, professor of history and John Biggs ’30 Cincinnati Professor
of Military History, appears in The Human Tradition in the Civil War
and Reconstruction, Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 2000. The
book is edited by Steven E. Woodworth. “The Carronade at Sea,” another
article written by Col. Tucker, appears in The Quarterly Journal of
Military History, Volume XII, No. 3, Spring 2000.
❖ The New Market Battlefield State Historical Park received about
$10,000 from the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields National Historic
District Commission. The grant will be used to purchase a computer
program which will be installed in Virginia Military Institute’s Hall of
Valor Museum at the battlefield park in New Market, Va. The interactive
computer program will teach visitors about Civil War battles fought in
the Shenandoah Valley. The grants are given by the Commission to aid
preservation and improvements to historical sites and structures
throughout the commission’s eight county district.
❖ Col. H. Francis Bush, professor of economics and business, and Maj.
Karen Gutermuth, assistant professor of economics and business, will
be presenting their paper, “Financial Data as Predictors of Firm Failure:
A Look Thirty Years Later,” at the Virginia Association of Economists’
Conference in Roanoke, Va. on March 17. The paper is the result of an
independent research project conducted with cadet Trevor Chesler ’99
in the spring of 1999. Col. Bush and Maj. Gutermuth have been selected
for inclusion in the sixth edition of Who’s Who Among America’s
Teachers, 2000. Selection is based on nomination by college students
who have been cited for academic excellence themselves, such as being
on “The National Dean’s List.”
❖ Lt. Colonel James T. Gire, assistant professor of psychology and
philosophy, made a presentation entitled “Placebo Control Study of Acute
Smokeless Tobacco Abstinence” at the annual meeting of the Society
for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco. The meeting took place in
Washington, D.C. on February 18-20.
❖ Col. Tappey H. Jones ’70, professor of chemistry, coauthored a paper
with H.T. Alborn, G.S. Stenhagen, and J.H. Tumlinson (VMI ’60) entitled
“Identification and synthesis of volicitin and related components from
beet armyworm oral secretions” in the Journal of Chemical Ecology,
Vol 26, pp. 203-220 (2000).
❖ An article by Col. Bruce Vandervort, professor of history, will be
published this summer in New Interpretations of Naval History: Selected
Papers from the Fourteenth Naval History Symposium by the Naval
Institute Press in Annapolis, Md. The article, entitled “Marines and
Martial Races: The Recruitment of the Tirailleurs Sénégalais in French
West Africa, 1857-1914,” originally appeared in the form of a paper
given by Col. Vandervort at the Fourteenth Naval History Symposium
at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis on September 23-25, 1999.
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SPRING SPORTS SCHEDULE
Home events in bold

BASEBALL
Mar. 11
Mar. 12
Mar. 16
Mar. 18
Mar. 19
Mar. 21
Mar. 22
Mar. 24
Mar. 25
Mar. 26
Mar. 28
Mar. 29
Mar. 31
Apr. 1
Apr. 2
Apr. 4
Apr. 5
Apr. 8
Apr. 9
Apr. 11
Apr. 15
Apr. 16
Apr. 19
Apr. 22
Apr. 23
Apr. 28
Apr. 29
Apr. 30
May 2
May 17-20

Wofford*
Spartanburg, SC
Wofford
Spartanburg, SC
PRINCETON
Lexington
FURMAN*
Lexington
FURMAN
Lexington
HOWARD
Lexington
HOWARD
Lexington
UNC GREENSBORO
Lexington
UNC GREENSBORO
Lexington
UNC GREENSBORO
Lexington
BROWN*
Lexington
BROWN
Lexington
THE CITADEL
Lexington
THE CITADEL
Lexington
THE CITADEL
Lexington
Bucknell
Lewisburg, PA
Bucknell
Lewisburg, PA
East Tennessee St.*
Johnson City, TN
East Tennessee St.
Johnson City, TN
WILLIAM & MARY
Lexington
APP. STATE*
Lexington
APP. STATE
Lexington
Marshall*
Huntington, WV
COLL. OF CHARLESTON* Lexington
COLL. OF CHARLESTON Lexington
William & Mary
Williamsburg, VA
William & Mary
Williamsburg, VA
RICHMOND
Lexington
LIBERTY
Lexington
SC Tourn.
Charleston, SC
* denotes double-header

Mar. 11
Mar. 15
Mar. 18
Mar. 22
Mar. 25
Apr. 1
Apr. 8
Apr. 12
Apr. 15
Apr. 24
Apr. 29

Lafayette
MARIST
SIENA
OHIO STATE
MARS HILL
Air Force
Radford
ST. ANDREWS (NC)
Lehigh
LEES-McRAE (NC)
Washington & Lee

Mar. 21
Mar. 25
Mar. 26
Mar. 31
Apr. 1
Apr. 2
Apr. 4
Apr. 8
Apr. 9
Apr. 10

Liberty
COLL. OF CHARLESTON
THE CITADEL
Appalachian State
Wofford
Furman
Davidson
ST. FRANCIS
GEORGIA SOUTHERN
GUILFORD

Noon
1 p.m.
3 p.m.
Noon
1 p.m.
3 p.m.
3 p.m.
3 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
Noon
3 p.m.
3 p.m.
2 p.m.
1 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
Noon
1 p.m.
3 p.m.
Noon
1 p.m.
2 p.m.
Noon
1 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
2 p.m.
3 p.m.
TBA

LACROSSE
Richmond, VA
Lexington
Lexington
Lexington
Lexington
Annapolis. MD
Salem, Va.
Lexington
Lehigh, PA
Lexington
Lexington

2 p.m.
1 p.m.
2 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
1 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
2 p.m.

Lynchburg, VA
Lexington
Lexington
Boone, NC
Spartanburg, SC
Greenville, SC
Davidson, NC
Lexington
Lexington
Lexington

2:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
Noon
2:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
TBA
2 p.m.
TBA
10 a.m.
3 p.m.

TENNIS

OUTDOOR TRACK
Mar. 17-18
USC Inv.
Mar. 31- Apr. 1 Raleigh Relays
Apr. 7-8
Duke Inv.
Apr. 15
UVA Inv.
Apr. 21-22
SC Champ.
Apr. 28-29
Penn Relays
May 6
NCAA Qualifying Meet
May 13
NCAA Qualifying Meet
June 1-3
NCAA Champ.

Columbia, SC
Raleigh, NC
Durham, NC
Charlottesville, VA
Boone, NC
Philadelphia, Pa.
TBD
TBD
Durham, N.C

GOLF
Mar. 13-14
Mar. 24-25
Apr. 21-23

Citadel Inv.
Oxbow Inv.
SC Tourn.

Charleston, SC
Belpre, OH
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The Rat mass gathers around the
sentinel box in the old courtyard for
“Old Yells” just moments before
being recognized as the Class of
2003.

Club Travels to
New Jersey
Teacher Certification Program on the Rise
The number of VMI cadets choosing to pursue careers in public education continues to grow. Recognizing
not only the growing number of cadets wishing to pursue a teaching career, but also a particular cultural
demand for male teachers at the secondary level, the VMI Secondary Education Teacher Certification Program
has seen ever-increasing numbers of participants since its inception.
VMI’s program is part of a consortium of teacher-certification programs designed to provide highlytrained, licensed teachers for the middle and high schools of Virginia. “There’s a certain irony that growing
number of cadets are willing to overlook some of the negatives –low pay, lack of public respect – of public
education to pursue teacher certification,’’ noted Col. Steve RiCharde, Director of Institutional Research.
“We have approximately 20 cadets currently enrolled in the program. Many of them want to return to their
hometowns and work as teachers and coaches. They had good role models when they were in high school and
are looking to repay that debt in some way.”
For many years, any cadet wishing to pursue a teaching career was on his or her own in pursuing the
necessary courses for certification. The aforementioned consortium is sponsored by the teacher-certification
program at Mary Baldwin College and includes Mary Baldwin, VMI, and Washington and Lee University.
While consortium members work closely together, each program has its own identity and its own underlying
philosophy and methodology. The ultimate goal for the program is to provide the training necessary for cadets
in the program to receive licensure in the commonwealth of Virginia and those states with reciprocal agreements
with Virginia to teach in secondary schools.
“It used to be very tough for cadets to take the courses needed for teacher certification. Now those
courses are available to them,’’ said RiCharde. “I’m not surprised that teaching is appealing to increasing
numbers of cadets. Almost every situation at VMI involves the mentoring process. Mentoring skills are a
wonderful asset for any teacher.’’
Admission to the program requires that a cadet currently be in residence at VMI with at least third class
academic status. Cadets involved in the program must currently maintain a minimum 2.5 cumulative grade
point average at VMI. Once enrolled in the program, cadets must maintain a minimum of a 3.0 cumulative
grade point average in the teacher-certification courses.
The required courses (in addition to those necessary for a subject area endorsement) for teacher-certification
are Developmental Psychology and Practicum, Health Education, Foundations of Education, Understanding
Exceptional Individuals and Individual Differences, and Secondary Methods and Practicum.
“Student teaching is another part of earning certification. Our cadets do not have the luxury of being able
to take a semester off to student teach, so they are given credit for the first year of actual teaching they
undertake,” continued RiCharde. “Several of our athletes are choosing careers in teaching because they want
to coach. Jason Bell, B.J. Grinage and Gardner Mundy are among that group, and they really enjoy their new
careers.”
VMI has long made tremendous contributions to the worlds of engineering and business. Now it begins
to make long strides towards increasing the pool of qualified, certified secondary teachers.
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The Military and Naval
History Club traveled to the U.S.
Military Academy Prep School at
Fort Monmouth, N.J. on the
weekend of February 11-13 to
participate in a re-creation of a
World War II battle.
The original battle took place
on the East Front, near the city of
Kanev, on the Dneiper River in
Russia. The VMI cadets took roles
in the Russian 40th Army, by far one
of the most successful units.
The weekend was highlighted
by three days of war gaming, a
presentation by Battle of the Bulge
veterans, and historical briefs and
displays of equipment that was
used at the time by Russian and
German soldiers. Several of the
VMI cadets were recognized for
their effort and success in the war
game and one of the Rats was
selected as “most valuable player.”
Cadets from the U.S. Military
Academy, the U.S. Naval
Academy, U.S. Military Academy
Prep School, and the Army ROTC
at the University of Connecticut
also took part in the activities. The
club is planning a re-creation of the
Battle of New Market, to take place
at West Point in April.
Second classman William
O’Neal is the club’s president and
Dr. James Birdseye, instructor in
history, is the faculty advisor.—
Cadet Jason Harr
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Puller Memorial

Environment Virginia

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

The Chesty Puller Award and the special display honoring General
Puller at the VMI Museum will be funded by initial contributions totaling
$100,000, a portion of which will create a permanent endowment
(administered by the VMI Foundation) to perpetuate the Award and
maintain the display. Furthermore, the VMI Museum has agreed to post
a list of the names of those who donated to the memorial. Having reached
the $100,000 mark, additional contributions are being directed to the
Lieutenant General Lewis B. Puller, USMC and Class of 1921 Memorial
Scholarship Fund. The current total is in excess of $18,000 with the goal
of having this fund completely endowed at the minimum level of $25,000
by the time of the dedication ceremonies in April.
Anyone interested in contributing to the fund can send his or her
gift to the VMI Foundation, Inc.; P.O. Box 932; Lexington, Virginia
24450. Please make the check out to “Puller-VMI Foundation.”

Source Pollution Prevention: Stewardship Beyond Compliance.” At 2:45
p.m., participants will attend concurrent paper sessions and workshops.
On day two of the symposium, three concurrent panel sessions will
be held. These three sessions will examine “Environmental Information
Management”, “Wetlands and Land Conservancy”, and “Why Companies
Choose to Go Beyond Compliance.” Events on day two end with
additional workshops and concurrent paper sessions.
For further information contact the conference office in the
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at 540-464-7743.

ROTC CORNER
Army ROTC Cadets Participate in Survival Training Exercise
VMI cadets, Justin Cole ’00, Jason Cole ’00, Jason Maslow ’00, Steve Roman ’00, Ed Clarke ’00, James Gleason ’01, Jason
Gleason ’01 and Maj. Gerry Tertychny ’87, USA, assistant professor of military science, participated in the annual exercise
“Frosted Gold,” a cold weather survival training exercise. The exercise is conducted by the Mountain and Cold Weather Company
of Norwich University at Northfield, VT.
The training consisted of cross-country snowshoe movement and other survival skills including: land navigation, fires,
weapons construction, traps and snares, camouflage, live game preparation, and shelters. The cadets were divided into squads
composed of students from other schools in order to give them the opportunity to meet and work with different people.
All of the training was conducted outdoors by Norwich cadets. Participants spent the first night in 10-man tents and the
second night in shelters that they had constructed. The VMI cadets returned with a better understanding of how to survive in a
cold weather environment.
Midshipmen Battalion Announces New Officers
The Naval ROTC unit has officially announced the newest leaders of the Midshipmen Battalion, who officially assumed
their duties at a change of command ceremony held in February.
Ronald Allen ’00 was relieved by Daniel R. Stock ’01 as battalion commanding officer. Allen will graduate with a commission
this May and immediately report for duty at Nuclear Power School in Charleston, S.C. Stock is computer science major and
served as color guard sergeant prior to assuming the helm of the battalion.
The new executive officer is Stephen Skakandy ’01, who relieved John Stewart ’00. Stewart also graduates in May and will
be an Ensign in the special operations community where he hopes to pursue explosive ordnance disposal training. Skakandy
was sworn in by telephone as a USMC option midshipman while on foreign exchange study in Germany.
The unit has been preparing for its spring events, including sail training and field training for fleet training exercise, mess
night and ultimately graduation and commissioning. The challenge for the new leaders of the Battalion is to continue the
superior work of their predecessors.
Air Force Gears Up for Spring FTX
The Air Force ROTC department is making preparations for this year’s Spring FTX to be held March 31- April 4. Cadets will
visit bases across the east coast as part of a HQ/AFROTC sponsored program for cadets to get a hands-on look at Air Force
facilities and operations.
Approximately 75 cadets will participate in this 5-day training block. The cadets will visit bases such as Langley Air Force
Base in Virginia, Shaw Air Force Base in South Carolina, Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio, Charleston Air Force Base in
South Carolina, and Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland.
Many of the cadets have never been to an actual Air Force base, and this program will allow them the opportunity to see
state of the art aircraft and weaponry, and give them a better understanding of the Air Force way of life.
Each of the visits has been coordinated by a first classmen within the cadet wing. The cadet is solely responsible for the
logistical and support aspects of the entire visit. Any alumni located near these bases are encouraged to contact the base public
affairs office, or the VMI detachment, if you are interested in meeting with the cadets while they are on these visits.
The Institute Report, March 13, 2000
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, 15 March:
4 p.m.
Department heads meeting, Smith Hall board room.
Thursday, 16 March:
11 a.m.
Jonathan Daniels Ceremony, Jackson Memorial
Hall. See page 1.
Friday, 17 March:
Admissions Open House.
Saturday 18 March:
Admissions Open House.
Tuesday, 21 March:
Pre-registration begins.
Phi Eta Sigma induction.
Wednesday, 22 March:
VMI Theatre production. See page 4 for details.
Thursday, 23 March:
VMI Theatre production. See page 4 for details.
Friday, 24 March:
4:30 p.m. Review Parade.
VMI Theatre production. See page 4 for details.
Saturday, 25 March:
VMI Theatre production. See page 4 for details.
Sunday, 26 March:
VMI Theatre production. See page 4 for details.
Tuesday, 28 March:
ROTC Control Day.
Publications Board meeting.
Bloodmobile.
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Wednesday, 29 March:
2 p.m.
Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall board room.
Bloodmobile.
Thursday, 30 March:
Pre-registration ends.
Bloodmobile.
Friday, 31 March:
Spring FTX.
Saturday, 1 April:
Spring FTX.
Sunday, 2 April:
Spring FTX.
Monday, 3 April:
Spring FTX (no classes).
Tuesday, 4 April:
Spring FTX (no classes).
Wednesday, 5 April:
Environment Virginia Conference. See page
Thursday, 6 April:
Environment Virginia Conference. See page
Friday, 7 April:
NROTC Mess Night.
Marshall Day.
1st Marine Division Chesty Puller Dedication.
4:30 p.m. Review Parade.
Sunday, 9 April:
10:30 a.m. Chapel Service, J.M. Hall.
The Institute Report, March 13, 2000

