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Two Alumni Appointed to Board of Visitors
Darryl K. Horne ’82 and Donald M. Wilkinson ’61 have been appointed to the VMI Board of
Visitors for a four-year term by James S. Gilmore III, Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Re-appointed were Anita K. Blair and Bruce C. Gottwald ’54, current
President of the Board.
Darryl K. Horne, a professional engineer, is founder and chief
executive officer of Horne Engineering Services, Inc., in Fairfax, Va.
Today, Horne Engineering has offices in 15 states with $40 million in
revenues. The firm is currently executing a contract extension at the
Department of Energy’s Rocky Flats Environmental Test Site, to
streamline waste management practices, and inspect and certify that all
shipments of waste meet necessary and sufficient federal and state
requirements for off-site disposal.
Horne ’82
Horne attended Virginia Military Institute and lettered four years
in track, was team captain his first class year, and garnered State and Southern Conference titles
in the 55m dash and the 400m relay respectively. He was graduated in 1982 with a B.S. degree in
civil engineering.
After graduation, Horne began working in the transportation industry for Norfolk Southern
Corporation. His career developed rapidly, with increasing levels of responsibility, including
technical and management positions for several firms and clients in civil and environmental
markets.
Horne’s understanding of his client’s needs and the issues driving the industry has allowed
him to recruit industry leaders and develop a successful position in the most forward-looking
environmental markets, including chemical demilitarization, waste management, remedial
construction, environmental compliance and strategy, and communications. Horne Engineering
Services, Inc. is a principal member of the seven company team responsible to design, build,
systemize, pilot-test, operate and dismantle the state-of-the-art Aberdeen Chemical Agent Disposal
Facility. Horne’s latest business acquisition is that of the Minneapolis-based Aviation, Navigation,
and Satellite Programs, LLC, which was formed to help the aviation industry transform from
radar-based to satellite-based navigation and is installing the nation’s first airport application of
this technology.
Horne was recognized recently with the 1999 Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the Year
Award for the Washington area. He also serves on the Board of Governors of the VMI Keydet
Club and on Virginia’s Sewage Handling and Disposal Appeals Review Board. He is a member of
Tau Beta Pi, the national engineering honor society and is a past president
of the George Washington Chapter of the Virginia Society of Professional
Engineers.
He is married to the former Charlene Manns, and they live in Vienna,
Va.
Donald M. Wilkinson was graduated from the Virginia Military
Institute with a B.A. degree in English in 1961. He then attended the
University of Madrid in Spain and later served as a 1st lieutenant with
the U.S. Army as an Air Defense Artillery Officer in Germany. Following
his military service, Wilkinson received his M.B.A. from The Darden
Wilkinson ’61
School at the University of Virginia where he was class president.
At VMI, Wilkinson was editor of the 1961 yearbook (The Bomb), 1961 Rat Bible (The Bullet),
and the Ring Figure Magazine; served with numerous other cadet organizations; and as a first
classman, was Alpha Company commander.
Continued on page 4
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Deaths in the VMI Family
Dr. William W. Old, III, retired Institute Physician
Dr. William W. Old, III, retired Institute Physician, died May 14.
Dr. Old served as VMI’s Institute Physician for 29 years, retiring in 1992. His duties at VMI included maintenance
of all medical services, responsibility for the Post Hospital, and determining whether candidates for matriculation met
the physical requirements. He also worked closely with VMI athletic teams, handling emergency injuries and mid-week
therapy and rehabilitation.
He received his undergraduate and medical degrees from the University of Virginia. He then served an internship at
Presbyterian Hospital in New York City (1946-47). He was on active duty with the United States Navy (1947-49),
reaching the rank of Commander in the Reserve Medical Corps. He did his surgical residency at the University of
Virginia Hospital (1949-55) with other work at the Lahey Clinic, Boston and the University Hospital of Pennsylvania.
He also practiced general surgery in Norfolk before moving the Lexington in 1959 to continue his practice
Dr. Old was past president of the Stonewall Jackson Hospital medical staff, serving on the Board of Directors from
1979 to 1981. He was active in many community and church activities to include the American Cancer Society, Rockbridge Concert Theatre
Series, a member of the board of the United Way, and senior warden at R. E. Lee Memorial Episcopal Church.
A memorial service was held on May 18 at the R. E. Lee Memorial Episcopal Church. The family suggests memorials to the VMI Foundation,
Inc. or the Claude Moore Health Sciences Library, William W. Old, III Fund at the University of Virginia.

John M. O’Connor, Assistant Track Coach
John M. O’Connor died June 29th. O’Connor had served as assistant track coach at VMI since 1992.
O’Connor’s primary responsibilities were in coaching both the men’s and women’s throwing events, as well as
strength conditioning for the track and field teams at large. Under Coach O’Connor’s guidance, VMI’s track and field
teams produced several all-conference performers and won numerous indoor and outdoor track and field conference
championships.
A 1991 graduate of Kent State University, the Xenia, Ohio native twice earned Division I track and field AllAmerica honors as a hammer thrower, was a two-time Olympic trials qualifier, and participated in three U.S. Olympic
festivals. O’Connor was also a member of the U.S. team at the 1989 World University Games in Duisburg, Germany.
O’Connor is survived by his wife Amy and daughters Carlin and McKenzie, as well as his parents, parents-inlaw, a brother and three sisters.
A memorial service was held at Manly Memorial Baptist Church on July 2nd. He was buried in Ohio. Memorial
contributions should be made directly to Manly Memorial Baptist Church (220 S. Main St., Lexington, VA 24450) with the notation “O’Connor
Family” written in the memo section on the check.

Chester F. Burgess, Jr., Emeritus Professor of English
Dr. Chester F. Burgess, Jr., Emeritus Professor of English, died on Saturday, August 28, 1999 in Sterling, Virginia,
of heart and lung disease at the age of 76.
Professor Burgess had a distinguished career as a member of VMI’s English department for 26 years beginning in
1962 until his retirement in 1988. A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Yale University, Burgess held a master’s degree and
doctorate from the University of Notre Dame. Prior to his arrival at VMI, he taught both at Notre Dame and Yale. At
VMI, he was one of the first recipients of the distinguished teaching award, authored three books and dozens of scholarly
articles, and served as chairman of the faculty merit scholarship committee.
He served in the U.S. Marine Corps during both World War II and the Korean War, rising to the rank of captain.
After the war, he served as a reporter for the Boston Globe and the Associated Press before embarking on his teaching
career. The funeral was held att Rose Hill Cemetary in Rifle, Colorado.

The Institute Report
Editor: .................................................................... Burton R. Floyd, III
Supervising Editor: ................................................ Col. Mike Strickler
Contributing writers/photographers:
Doug Chase, Chris Clark, Maj. Chuck Steenburgh
Printed by: The News-Gazette, Lexington, Va.
The Institute Report is published by the VMI Public Relations Office. Eight
issues are printed during the academic year. Inquiries, suggestions, news
items, or address changes should be directed to Editor, The Institute Report,
VMI Public Relations Office, Lexington, Virginia 24450-0304.
Telephone 540-464-7207 Fax 540-464-7583
E-Mail:VMIReport@vmi.edu

Page 2

The Institute Report, September 12, 1999

Grants-in-Aid for Research
The VMI Research Committee awarded the 1999 Summer Grantsin-Aid for Research. Funding for the grants is provided by the VMI
Foundation, Inc. Twelve grants were awarded ranging from $1800 to
$6,750.
Faculty members receiving grants were: Lt. Col. Rose Mary Sheldon,
associate professor of history; Maj. Wade E. Bell, assistant professor of
biology; Maj. Lenna P. Ojure, learning disabilities coordinator; Lt. Col.
James T. Gire, associate professor of psychology and philosophy; Lt.
Col. Robert M. Granger, associate professor of chemistry; Maj. David
A. Rachels, assistant professor of English and fine arts; Dr. Adele K.
Addington, instructor of chemistry, and Maj. J. Shawn Addington,
assistant professor of electrical engineering; Col. Tappey H. Jones,
professor of chemistry; Col. Maung M. Htay, professor of mathematics
and computer science; Maj. Duncan J. Richter, professor of psychology
and philosophy; and Col. Henry D. Schreiber, professor of chemistry.

Faculty and Staff
Receive Tenure, Promotions
On August 16, when VMI opened its doors to the Class of 2003, the
Institute had four newly-tenured faculty and seven faculty and staff who
received promotions for the current academic year.
Receiving tenure is: Lt. Col. Robert M. Granger, assistant professor
of chemistry; Lt. Col. Gary K. Rogers, assistant professor of civil and
environmental engineering; Commander John E. Riester, Jr., assistant
professor of civil and environmental engineering; and Lt. Col. Clifford
T. West, Jr., assistant professor of economics and business.
Receiving promotions were: Lt. Col. Paul G. Pierpaoli, Jr., assistant
to the superintendent to colonel; Capt. Valerie F. Jackson, USA, assistant
protocol officer to protocol officer and major; Capt. Julianne Fultz,
assistant director of cadet affairs to major; Maj. James T. Gire, assistant
professor of psychology and philosophy to lieutenant colonel and
associate professor; Maj. Robert M. Granger, II, assistant professor of
chemistry to lieutenant colonel and associate professor; Maj. Clifford T.
West, Jr., assistant professor of economics and business to lieutenant
colonel and associate professor; and Lt. Col. Maung M. Htay, associate
professor of mathematics and computer science to colonel and professor.

“Webmaster” spins new web site
If you have logged on to the VMI web
site (www.vmi.edu) recently, you may have
noticed a totally new look and feel for
pages. This overhaul is the work of David
Somers, VMI’s new full-time “web master”
in the Department of Information Services.
Somers, who began working at the
Institute late this spring, comes to VMI
from Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School in
Georgia, where he had been webmaster,
assistant director of information services,
and chair of the computer department; he
had also taught at the school for over 20 years. Since arriving at VMI,
Somers has devoted his energies toward redesigning the web site and
adding new features, such as a searchable email database and searchable
events calendar.
Somers’ office is on the 300 level of Nichols Engineering, and he
welcomes suggestions for the newly-designed web site.
The Institute Report, September 12, 1999

Representative Bob Goodlatte speaks to attendees at the third
meeting of the Interstate 81 Highway Safety Task Force. The
task force, a group assembled by Representatives Goodlatte and
Frank Wolfe, has been discussing recent deadly accidents on I81 and ways to make the interstate safer. The meeting was held
at VMI on August 12.

Virginia Information
Technology Symposium
The Commonwealth of Virginia Information Technology
Symposium will be held at VMI September 29-30. The two-day
conference will examine the future of information technology in the
Commonwealth by bringing together representatives from state agencies,
institutions of higher education, educational infrastructure, local
governments, and the private sector in order to exchange experiences
and to discuss pertinent technology issues concerning the design,
integration, and management of the Commonwealth’s information
systems. The Honorable Donald W. Upson, Secretary of Technology
will give the opening address.
Attendees will participate in a series of panel discussions and
concurrent workshops and will have an opportunity to learn about
advances in technology, examine innovative hardware and software, and
to discuss new business opportunities and partnerships. Additionally,
the symposium will provide a showcase for sponsors and exhibitors.
Hosting organizations include: Secretary of Technology, the Council
on Technology Services, the Department of Information Technology,
the Department of Technology Planning, and the VMI Research
Laboratories.
Corporate sponsors for the symposium include: AT&T, Bell Atlantic,
Broughton Systems, Dell Computer Corporation, Gateway, James Martin
Company, Lex Solutions, Inc., MCI WorldCom, Nortel Networks, and
the Virginia Tech Economic Development Office.
The conference will be held in Cameron Hall. For more information
visit www.vmi.edu/covits or call (540) 464-7043.
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From 1966 to 1972 he
served as vice president and
partner, New Court Securities
Corporation and New Court
Capital Management; vice
president of Tsai Management &
Research; Latin American
sovereign debt analyst and
portfolio manager of the
Keystone International Equity
Fund and S-3 Fund.
Since 1972, Wilkinson has
been chairman, Wilkinson
O’Grady & Company, a
registered investment advisory
firm that manages equity and
balanced
portfolios
for
individuals and families, trusts,
businesses,
charitable
foundations, endowments and
other
institutions.
The
investment policy and client base
of the firm is global. The firm
possesses one of the best longterm performance records in the
investment advisory business.
Wilkinson is founder of the
Swiss Helvetia Fund, listed on
the New York Stock Exchange in
1987; president and director, the
Swiss Helvetia Fund (19871994); and chairman, Helvetia
Capital Corporation (19871994).
Wilkinson is co-chairman of
the VMI “Capital Campaign”,
member of the VMI Investment
Committee (1989-1998), Trustee
of the VMI Foundation (19881996), and member of the
Institute Society. He is a Founder
and Trustee (1992 to present) of
the Darden Foundation. He has
also served as chairman of the
“Campaign for Darden” and
chairman of the Investment
Committee (1996-1998) at the
Darden School of the University
of Virginia since 1992. In
addition he was president of the
Children’s Blood Foundation,
New York Hospital (1978-1983)
and a member of the Battle
Abbey Council of the Virginia
Historical Society.
He and his wife Lucinda
have 4 children.
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The Corps of Cadets traveled to
Richmond on Saturday night,
September 4, in support of the VMI
football team’s 1999 season opener
against the University of Richmond.
Despite enthusiastic support from
alumni and the Corps, which the
remnants of Hurricane Dennis
were unable to quench, the Keydets
failed to make much headway
against either the rain or the
defending Atlantic-10 champion
Spiders in a 42-6 loss. The Keydets
look to bounce back with two home
outings on September 11 against
Concord and September 18 against
East Tennessee State.

VMI’s General Education Program
A Model for Interdisciplinary Study
Six years ago members of VMI’s Departments of English, History, Math and Chemistry , led by Dr.
Hugh Crawford, associate professor of English, formed the General Education Collegium and embarked on a
very aggressive interdisciplinary program.
The group spent nearly two years researching and laying the groundwork for the General Education
course. Other schools have interdisciplinary programs, but VMI may be the only one that attempts to integrate
the humanities with mathematics and the natural sciences so early in a student’s career. The closest model and
the one studied the most was at Drexel University, but they focus exclusively on science and engineering.
The course is taught during the second semester of the freshman year with one small section (13 students
for the spring 1999 semester). It meets three times per week for four consecutive one hour classes taught by
faculty members of each of the four disciplines. Students are selected from various planned academic majors.
The purpose of the course is to show students connections between fields, especially the fields of VMI’s Core
Curriculum (chemistry, English, history, and math), that students often think are irrelevant to each other, and
to improve their understanding of those disciplines in particular and intellectual endeavor in general.
In 1998, Col. Alan Baragona, VMI professor of English, attended the South Atlantic Modern Languages
Association meeting of the Mark Twain Society and the College English Association conference on
interdisciplinary studies. “Attendees at both meetings agreed that VMI was far more ambitious than other
interdisciplinary programs and more successful and that nobody was going outside the larger disciplines of
either science or the humanities as VMI does.
Three sets of students have been through the course in four years; one year was taken off to regroup after
Dr. Crawford accepted a faculty position at Georgia Tech. Each year members of the class have projects with
web sites and museum displays created to combine the different “cultures.” The web sites created by the
classes can be viewed at {www.vmi.edu/~gen/program.html/}.
This past year the class looked at iron making in the Rockbridge County area during the Civil War era. In
the middle to late 19th century, there were many giant blast furnaces and iron mines in Rockbridge County.
During the war, much of the iron was shipped to the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond for use by southern
forces. VMI contacted local craftsman and blacksmith Lee Sauder about the possibility of a small-scale ironsmelting demonstration.
With the aid of his friend, Skip Williams, a computer technician at neighboring Washington & Lee
University, Sauder agreed to build the furnace. The pair spent eight weekends on the project with VMI paying
for the construction materials and the charcoal to fire the furnace. The pair attempted to solicit knowledge
from an “expert” in the field, but the return letter basically said that they were wasting their time. It didn’t
deter Sauder and Williams. They built the furnace from a couple of water heaters lined with a substance that
could withstand temperatures of more than 2,000 degrees. On an April Saturday, after about 10 hours of work,
they produced a 40-pound chunk of wrought iron, not in the molten form they had hoped, but iron it was.
Eleven members of the General Education Class and professors Col. Steven Riethmiller (chemistry) and
Col. Kenneth E. Koons (history) traveled to the ruins of the Tredegar Iron Works in Richmond to present a
plaque with a sample of the iron produced to Mr. Bruce C. Gottwald, VMI Class of 1954. Mr. Gottwald,
president of VMI’s Board of Visitors, is CEO of the Ethyl Corporation in Richmond which owns the Tredegar
Iron Works.
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Middle East Conference
The 8th annual U.S. Mideast Policy-Makers Conference was held
at VMI on September 12 and 13. The two-day event brings corporate
leaders and policy-makers together to discuss subjects such as: Conflict
and Stability in the Gulf, Leadership Changes, Peace Process
Developments, Economics and Stability, U.S. government perspectives,
Trade and Finance.
The conference is sponsored by: VMI, the U.S.-GCC Corporate
Cooperation Committee, and the National Council on U.S.-Arab
Relations.
Keynote speakers for the event were Senator John Warner of Virginia
and General Anthony C. Zinni, Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. Central
Command. International speakers at the conference were: Dr. Khalid
Abdallah, League of Arab States, H.E. Fuad Al-Hinnai, Ambassador,
Permanent Mission of Oman to the United Nations.
Corporate sponsors for the event are: Boehing, Lockheed Martin,
Northrop Grumman, Raytheon, Phillip Morris, General Dynamics,
Parsons Corporation, Bryan Cave LLP, and SAIC.
Policy-making participants included: members of Congress, the
Departments of Commerce, Defense, State, Treasury, the Office of the
Special U.S. Trade Representative, the intelligence community, and U.S.
armed forces commands.
For more information on the conference: contact Adria Lawrence
at the National Council on U.S.-Arab Relations at 202-293-0801 ext.
103, or email adria@ncusar.org.

Jackson named as Protocol Officer
Maj. Valerie Jackson has been named
Protocol Officer at Virginia Military Institute,
effective August 15, 1999. Maj. Jackson will
report to Col. Paul Pierpaoli, assistant to the
superintendent. The protocol office will
remain at its current location of 303A Letcher
Avenue.
Maj. Jackson is a 1992 graduate of the
University of Notre Dame. Commissioned in
the U.S. Army Military Intelligence Corps,
she served as commander of a 25-person
platoon in the Republic of Korea conducting
live intelligence collection on North Korea.
Maj. Jackson next served as the intelligence officer for a 3,000-person
brigade combat team at Fort Hood, Texas, responsible for all intelligence
products, operation orders, and security requirements. During this time,
she also worked with the Fort Hood protocol office in organizing and
executing visits from government officials. Maj. Jackson’s next
assignment was to serve as the First Cavalry Division Security Manager.
She resigned her commission in February 1998, and worked as an
intelligence analyst consultant to the Drug Enforcement Agency in
Lubbock, Texas.
Maj. Jackson relocated to Lexington in August 1998 with her
husband, Capt. Scott Jackson, who is assistant professor of military
science in the Army ROTC Department of VMI.
In the fall semester of 1998, Maj. Jackson worked in the Army ROTC
department as well, helping teach Army doctrine to the new cadets. Since
January 1999, she has been working as the assistant protocol officer.
Maj. Jackson will also serve as Title IX Officer (pro tem) until the
position, which was left vacant due to the retirement of Col. Mike Bissell,
is filled.
The Institute Report, September 12, 1999

JAMES WEBB, former Secretary of the Navy and nationally
acclaimed novelist and journalist, spoke in VMI’s Cameron Hall
on August 26.
Webb has written four best-selling novels; taught literature at
the Naval Academy as their first visiting writer; traveled
worldwide as a journalist and earned an Emmy Award for his
PBS coverage of the U.S. Marines in Beirut .

Lt. Col. John E. Cerkey,
associate professor of modern
languages, negotiates a rope
bridge during orienation for the
new faculty. Lt. Col. Cerkey
participated in the annual
orientation retreat for new
faculty members which was held
August 11-12 at Eagles Landing
Wilderness Camp.
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New VMI Faculty/Staff (left to right). Front Row: Yoshinobu Morita, intern in modern languages; Maj. Roger Thompson, assistant professor of
English and fine arts; Maj. Troy Siemers, assistant professor of mathematics and computer science; and Capt. Gary Bissell, assistant commandant.
Row 2: Maj. Judith Cain, assistant professor of chemistry; Maj. Kathryn Bowers, assistant professor of modern languages; Maj. Stanton Smith,
assistant professor of chemistry; Lt. Col. David Livingston, associate professor of electrical engineering; Dr. James H. Birdseye, instructor of history;
and Dr. Stanley L. Sandler, Edwin P. Conquest Chair in History. Not pictured: Elizabeth Blackmer, Writing Center; Dr. Alex Brown, Wachmeister
Chair in Engineering; Dr. Doug Harmon, instructor of history; David Smith, instructor of electrical engineering; Donna Smith, instructor of chemistry;
and Fumiko Yamagami, instructor of modern languages.

New ROTC Staff (left to right). Front Row: Lt. Todd Rupright, USAF; Maj. Alice N. Hunger, USAF; Col. William L. Faistenhammer, USA; Maj.
Robert Gowan, USA; and Maj. Gerard P. Tertychny, USA. Back Row: Capt. Sean P. Harrington, USAF; Capt. David J. Spehar, USAF; GYSGT Dan
Zutell, USN; Lt. Andrew W. Velo, USN; CDR Clifford L. Wade, USN; Lt. Rodney Ward, USN; and SFC Timothy Baugh, USA. Not pictured: Capt.
Travis L. Homiak, USN and Lt. Mark S. Seelbach, USN.

New registrar hits the ground running
Over the spring and summer, the Registrar’s Office has been gearing up for the introduction of the Datatel
“Colleague” information system in managing the enrollment and academic records of cadets and alumni. As if this
weren’t a challenge enough, jumping right into the thick of things is the new registrar, Maj. Janet Battaglia, who
finds herself immersed in a academic institution unlike most others and as new to her as the Colleague’s system is
to the rest of her office.
Maj. Battaglia, who comes to VMI from Dean College in Franklin, Mass., where she also served as registrar,
welcomes the challenge of her new position at VMI. Having worked at other “non-traditional” schools, she was
intrigued by VMI’s history and welcomed the change in environment from the cold winters of Massachusetts, her
native state. With a B.S. in business administration from Assumption College in Worcester, Mass., and having
worked towards her MBA at Nichols College, Maj. Battaglia is counting on her organizational and management
skills in coping with the changes and challenges brought by the adoption of a new post-wide data management
system. “I like the challenge of being in a new place, learning things and developing new systems,” she says.
Maj. Battaglia, whose husband Frank will be relocating to the area soon, has a daughter, Sandy, and a son,
Christopher.
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New Athletic Staff 1999 (left to right). Front Row: Dennis Toney, assistant athletic director-internal operations; Pat McSorley, assistant soccer
coach; Jennifer Palmacci, athletic intern; Heather Jenkins, assistant athletic trainer; Bridget Brugger, assistant athletic trainer; and Will McCombs,
assistant football coach. Second Row: Jeff Durden, assistant football coach; Richard Levy, assistant strength coach; Mike Priefer, assistant
football coach; Bob Gatling, assistant football coach; and Joe Tresey, assistant football coach. Third Row: Cal McCombs, head football coach;
Chris Mahan, graduate assistant trainer; Scott Davis, assistant athletic director-compliance officer; Joe Lombardi, assistant football coach;
Chris Jones, sports information intern; and Don McCaulley, assistant football coach.

Distinguished
Chairs in Residence
Two distinguished chair
holders are in residence at VMI
beginning this semester.
Holding the Wachtmeister
Chair in Science and Engineering
will be Dr. Alexander Brown, who
will teach at VMI through the Fall
2000 semester. Dr. Brown was
most recently the Deputy Principal
of Cranfield University, Royal
Military College of Science,
Shrivenham, England. He is the
latest of several RMCS professors
to visit VMI as part of an exchange
program initiated between the two
schools approximately 15 years
ago. Dr. Brown has had a
distinguished career in industry,
teaching, and research in the
United Kingdom, and is the author
of numerous publications.
Occupying the Edwin P.
Conquest ’14 Chair in the
Humanities will be Dr. Stanley L.
Sandler, who will teach in the VMI
Department of History for the
1999-2000 academic year.
Recently retired as the command
historian for the U.S. Army John
F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center
and School in Fort Bragg, North
Carolina, Dr. Sandler is the author
of several books on 20th-century
military history, especially in the
areas of special operations and
psychological warfare.
The Institute Report, September 12, 1999

Potpourri
❖ Brig. Gen. Alan F. Farrell, dean of the faculty, gave the eulogy at a memorial service for the honored dead
of the 29th Division during the invasion of Fortress Europe at Normandy and other battles in Europe during
World War II. The service was held in June at the Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Staunton, Va.
❖ Col. Tappey H. Jones, professor of chemistry, attended the Gordon Research Conference on Natural
Products, held July 25-29 at New England College in Henniker, N.H. Col. Jones was invited to be the discussion
leader for a session of the meeting and presented a poster entitled “A novel phenyl pyrrole from the Puerto
Rican Ant Anochetus kempfi,” co-authored by R.C. Flournoy ’99, J.A. Torres, T.R. Spande, and R.R. Snelling.
Col. Jones also co-wrote a paper entitled “Further Alkaloids Common to Ants and Frogs: Decahydroquinolines
and a Quenolizidine,” written by Col. Tappey H. Jones, professor of chemistry and Jeffrey S.T. Gorman
’98, Roy R. Snelling, Jacques H.C. Delabie, Murray S. Blum, H. Martin Garraffo, Poonam Jain, John W. Daly
and Thomas F. Spande. The paper appears in the Journal of Chemical Ecology 25: 1179-1193 (1999). On a
different topic, Col. Jones co-wrote a paper entitled “Ammonia Chemical Ionization Tandem Mass Spectrometry
in Structure Determination of Alkaloids I. Pyrrolidines, Piperidines, Decahydroquinolines, Pyrrolizidines,
Indolizidines, Quinolizidines and an Azabicyclo[5.3.0]decane” with H.M. Garraffo, T.F. Spande, and J.W.
Daly of the Laboratory of Bioorganic Chemistry, NIDDK/ NIH, Bethesda, Md. The paper appears in Rapid
Communication in Mass Spectrometry, Vol 13, pp 1553-1563 (1999).
❖ David W. Coffey, instructor of history, presented a short-course on the history of Virginia at the 99th Virginia
State Police Academy in Richmond in June. Approximately 75 state police trainees were in attendance. Coffey
was also involved over the summer in several Elderhostel programs conducted by Virginia Commonwealth
University at the Natural Bridge Hotel and Conference Center dealing with state and local history.
❖ Col. Daniel W. Barr, professor of electrical engineering, presented a paper entitled “Electronics Advances
2010” at an international defense meeting held May 17-21 at the Ministry of Defence, in London, England.
❖ “Dependence of a Redox State of a Polyvalent Element on its Concentration in Glass,” a paper written by
Colonel Henry D. Schreiber, professor of chemistry; Nicholas R. Wilk, Jr., ’98, and Charlotte W. Schreiber
appears in Ceramics Transactions vol. 92 on Electrochemistry of Glass and Ceramics (1999). Col. Schreiber
also presented a paper at the American Chemical Society National meeting in New Orleans, La. in August.
The paper, written by Col. Schreiber, Ed Powell, and Mary Beth Stokes, was entitled “Comparing Properties
of Materials for Cookware: An experiment for General Chemistry.” Powell is a high school teacher from
Jefferson Forest High School who participated in a summer high school workshop at VMI and Stokes is a
junior at Rockbridge County High School. The paper examined a general chemistry experiment developed to
measure various properties of glass, ceramic, steel, lead, copper, titanium, graphite, and aluminum in the
context of discovering which material is best to use as cookware.
Continued on page 11
Page 7

Third Class Officers Assume Responsibilities of Leadership
There will likely never be any discussion of reforming
campaign finance laws on the Virginia Military post. When each
class, in the spring of its fourth class year, selects its three class
officers, it’s as pure an election procedure as can be imagined.
Each class officer election begins with a list of prospective
candidates interested in the position. Based strictly on their
interactions with their Brother Rats, each class member is asked
to cast their vote. After the first round, the list of potential class
officers is cut in half. This process continues until 10 members
of the class remain on the ballot.
At that point, each of the 10 is given the opportunity to
make a speech in Jackson Memorial Hall to all classmates. After
the speeches, a final ballot is taken. The votes are tallied
immediately. The cadet receiving the third highest number of
his or her classmate’s votes is designated class historian; the
cadet receiving the second highest number is named vicepresident, and the cadet receiving the highest number of votes Third Class officers (left to right): Matt Grigsby, Jackson Castleberry, and Josh
from his or her class peers is named class president.
Schreiber-Schoonyan.
The manner in which VMI class officers are selected is not
the only unique part of the process. The three cadets given the honor and I’m certainly humbled by the faith my Brother Rats have placed in me.”
How in the world did a young man from Northern California with
responsibility of becoming class officers at the onset of their third class
year will remain as class officers throughout the remaining three years no family connection to VMI end up in Lexington? “I knew I wanted to
of their cadetship. No fancy campaign slogans or expensive bumper go to a military college,” the soft-spoken Schreiber-Schoonyan recalled.
stickers in this electoral process. No, each class is unburdened by such “I did a lot of research, and I became increasingly intrigued by VMI; its
tomfoolery; its decision is governed only by its true feelings for those mission; its history; and its future. I just knew it was the place for me.”
Little changed for Josh during his Rat year. “Maybe I’m different,
who might be the best and most reliable leaders. It remains one of the
few situations left in this life where the job seeks the person rather than but I can honestly say that I never harbored a thought of leaving the Rat
Line. It was one of the great experiences of my life, and those of us who
vice versa.
Last spring the Class of 2002 elected Mark Grigsby of Peterstown, survived can always be proud of ourselves.”
Ironically, the three class officers had no more than a very cursory
W.V. as its president; Jackson Stuart Castleberry of Norfolk as its vicepresident; and Josh Schreiber-Schoonyan of New Castle, Cal. as its knowledge of each other prior to their election. In the intervening months,
historian. Each had served in an assortment of leadership roles in high they have come to know each other better and understand their shared
school, but were both surprised and elated by the honor bestowed on responsibility. All three serve as members of the Corps General
Committee and Executive Committee as well as beginning to develop
them by their classmates.
Cadet Grigsby, a highly regarded high school basketball player, plans for such important class functions as Ring Figure.
“There’s a lot to do, but we’re young and enthusiastic,” said
decided to matriculate at VMI after being recruited by basketball coach
Castleberry.
Bart Bellairs. But there was one little hitch before Grigsby arrived in
“We know that we’re only as strong as our entire class; we’re all in
Lexington.
A young man deeply devoted to his Church of Jesus Christ of Latter this together,” added Schreiber-Schoonyan.
“We plan on doing lots of listening to our classmates, and we will
Day Saints faith, he felt “called by God to go on a two-year mission for
try
to
represent their interests to the best of our abilities,” Grigsby
the church before I went to college.” This desire to put his promising
Division I basketball career on hold for two years turned off most maintained.
Others on post are effusive in their praise of the leadership trio. Of
recruiters, but not Bellairs.
Grigsby,
Betsy Nicely, secretary in the basketball offices in Cameron
“Coach (Bellairs) told me to go ahead on my mission. He said ‘Don’t
Hall
said
enthusiastically,
“I just love Mark. He is just good through and
worry about it; we’ll be waiting for you.’ It surprised me a bit, to be
through. His mother really did an amazing job in raising him. I can
honest,” recalled the outgoing Grigsby.
The West Virginian rarely touched a basketball during his two years honestly say that I have never heard anyone say a single unkind word
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, a time of service which he characterized as about Mark.
“During basketball camp this summer, Coach Bellairs put Mark in
“a life-changing time I wouldn’t have given up for anything.” He
continues the story about his arrival back in the states. “The first person charge of the youngest children - the “itty-bitties” - and he was amazing.
I saw at the airport when I got back was Coach Bellairs. He said he’d be He had that rare ability to communicate with those young children.”
With a chuckle, she added “To tell you the truth, I’d love to put a very
waiting; I just hadn’t taken him literally,” he added with a chuckle.
“VMI was the answer to my prayers. I am a couple of years older heavy brick on his head so he could stay the same age until my 13-yearthan most of my classmates, but I wouldn’t have given up my mission old daughter turned 21.”
Nicely also told of Grigsby’s artistic ability. “He helped to design
for anything. Though juggling basketball with the Rat Line and academics
the
brochure
about the basketball team’s upcoming trip to Hawaii; he
was maddening at times, I’m so glad I’m here,” he continued.
drew
the
VMI
kangaroo with a grass skirt; he also helped draw the
Vice-president Castleberry is an ebullient young man from Norfolk
with an infectious laugh. Reflecting his parents’ deep interest in the Civil sketches for some of the changes to be made in the basketball complex.
War, Jackson was named after Confederate leaders Gen. Thomas He is just a natural born leader. The way I see it, his class would have
been nuts to choose anyone else as their president,” added Nicely
“Stonewall” Jackson and Gen. J. E. B. Stuart.
“I became interested in VMI through family members who spent convincingly.
“It’s not every cadet who will take on a difficult academic subject
time here,” he said. “The first part of the Rat experience was very tough
for me, but it is something I will cherish forever. To be honest, I was not only once during his Rat year but twice,” said Col. Robert Ludt,
really rather stunned when my name kept staying on the ballot last spring. professor of chemistry. “That’s exactly what Jackson did. Not only is he
Page 8
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a very intelligent young man, but he always worked hard and prepared
well. He doesn’t mind an academic challenge, and I’m certain he will
rise to this leadership challenge.”
“At the same time he doesn’t take himself too seriously and he has
the uncanny ability to get along with everybody. His classmates made a
good choice,” Ludt continued.
Of Schreiber-Schoonyan, Col. Mike Monsour, professor of modern
languages, was quick to say, “What a remarkable young man Josh is.
He has a genuine caring and concern for others. Lots of us feel that
way, but he’s one of the unique few who puts his caring and concern
into practice. He possesses the gift of making those around him feel at
ease.
“He has a wonderfully dry sense of humor. His personality is well
suited to the military experience because he sees the human side of the
military as clearly as he sees the technical aspects of it. The duality of
those two makes him uniquely qualified for a class leadership role here
at VMI.” Monsour continued.
The VMI experience for the Class of 2002 begins another chapter
just as the heavy responsibilities of class leadership begin for the officer
team of Grigsby, Castleberry and Schreiber-Schoonyan.

EEO Statement
Executive Order Number Two (98) signed by Governor James
Gilmore, and effective January 17, 1998, reads in part:
“...it is the firm and unwavering policy of the Commonwealth of
Virginia to assure equal opportunity in all facets of state government.”
“This policy specifically prohibits discrimination on the basis of
race, sex, color, national origin, religion, age, or political affiliation, or
against otherwise qualified persons with disabilities.”
“State appointing authorities and other management principles are
hereby directed to take affirmative measures, as determined by the
Director, Department of Personnel and Training, to emphasize the
recruitment of qualified minorities, women, disabled persons, and older
Virginians to serve at all levels of state government.”
“This directive does not permit or require lowering of bona fide job
requirements, performance standards, or qualifications to give preference
to any state employee or applicant for state employment.”

ROTC CORNER
Superintendent Visits AFROTC Field Training
“The rigor of the encampment was most impressive, yet the cadets
seemed to thrive in the challenge.” Such was the assessment of Major
General Josiah Bunting III, VMI Superintendent, after his visit to Air
Force ROTC Field Training at Tyndall Air Force Base, near Panama
City, Fla. June 27-29.
Gen. Bunting, accompanied by Col. Tom Moncure ’72, professor
of aerospace studies at VMI, received a thorough orientation of the
five-week program conducted as a key part of commissioning
preparation for Air Force cadets. Gen. Bunting witnessed the full range
of activities in the demanding, 18-hour days faced by cadets, including
the obstacle course, survival orientation, physical training, and small
arms qualification. “I have had the opportunity to see the other services’
Summer programs, but this was my first opportunity to view the Air
Force Field Training effort…I found it to be extremely demanding and
the full equivalent of anything in my experience.”
Gen. Bunting and Col. Moncure were greeted with an introductory
briefing by the Tyndall Field Training Commander, Col. Bill McCladdie,
who in turn introduced his staff, among whom was Capt. Monique
Minnick, on loan from VMI’s Air Force ROTC Department. Gen.
Bunting then visited numerous activities where he witnessed VMI
cadets undergoing the rigorous training regimen under an intense Florida
sun.
The superintendent was able to speak with numerous cadets about
their experiences including Cadets Steve McMenamin ’00, Reocel
Mercado ’01, Ken Carmichael ’01, and Charles Ransom ’01. During

Left to Right: Capt. Monique Minnick, Cadet Chris Simpson, and Maj.
Gen. Josiah Bunting III at AFROTC training in Panama City, Fla.

Gen. Bunting’s visit Cadet Chris Simpson ’01, was out in the junglelike forest, part of the base preserve, undergoing a 48-hour survival
orientation, so the superintendent made the trip out to his camp to visit
him and to see this key part of cadet training.
Before returning to VMI, the superintendent completed a thorough
debriefing with Col. McCladdie, comparing training philosophies and
complimenting him on his professional team. “They were, to a person,
enthusiastic about the Air Force and their duties,” Gen. Bunting
remarked, adding that he would like to return next year to learn more
about the AFROTC training program.

Faistenhammer New PMS at Army ROTC
This summer was busy for Army ROTC cadets from VMI. Twenty
six cadets completed Airborne School at Fort Benning, Ga. and 1 cadet
completed Air Assault school in Hawaii. At advance camp, over 57
cadets participated in the 5 week program to include 12 commissions.
Col. William Faistenhammer, ’74, joined Army ROTC as the new
professor of military science for Army ROTC. Col. Faistenhammer is
a special forces officer whose last assignment was with the State
Department. Col. Faistenhammer has over 25 years' service as an
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infantry and special forces officer. As commander of the 2nd Battalion,
5th Special Forces Group from 1992-94, COL Faistenhammer served
as joint special operations commander for U.S. forces during Operation
Provide Relief in Somalia. A graduate of the Army's Command and
General Staff College as well as the U.S. Army War College, Col.
Faistenhammer most recently served as military advisor in the Office
of Peacekeeping and Humanitarian Operations, International
Organizations Bureau, U.S. Department of State.
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VMI SPORTS SCHEDULE - FALL ’99
DATE

FOOTBALL

Sept. 11

CONCORD COLL. - 1 p.m.

Sept. 12
Sept. 18

EAST TENN. STATE * - 1 p.m.

SOCCER

CROSS COUNTRY
at Lou Onesty Invitational
(Charlottesville, Va.) - 10 a.m.

at Western Kentucky - 1 p.m.
ALABAMA A&M - 11 a.m.

at Ralph Whitaker Tourn.

EMORY & HENRY - 2 p.m.

at Eastern Mennonite - 3 p.m.
at Furman * - 7 p.m.

Sept. 26
Sept. 28
Sept. 29
Oct. 1
Oct. 2

at Washington & Lee - 4 p.m.
UNC ASHEVILLE - 11 a.m.

VMI INVITATIONAL - 10 a.m.

UNC GREENSBORO * - 4 p.m.

GA. SOUTHERN * - 1 p.m.

APPALACHIAN ST. * - 11 a.m.

at Radford Invitational
(Radford, Va.) - TBA

Oct. 3
Oct. 4

at Washington & Lee Tourn.
(Lexington, Va.)
at W&L Tournament
at W&L Tournament

at Washington & Lee Fall
Festival Tourn. (Lexington, Va.)
at W&L Fall Festival Tourn.
LIBERTY - 2:30 p.m.
W. VA. WESLEYAN - 2 p.m.
at East Coast Collegiate
Tournament (Norfolk, Va.)
at East Coast Coll. Tourn.
at East Coast Coll. Tourn.

Oct. 5
Oct. 6
Oct. 9

at Wofford * - 1:30 p.m.

at Coll. of Charleston * - 7 p.m.
DAVIDSON * - 11 a.m.

Oct. 10
Oct. 12
Oct. 13
Oct. 16

CHATTANOOGA * - 1 p.m.

LYNCHBURG COLL. - 4 p.m.
GA. SOUTHERN * - 11 a.m.

VMI INVITATIONAL
(Lexington, Va.)
VMI INVITATIONAL
VMI INVITATIONAL
at Va. State Collegiate
Champ. (Blacksburg, Va.)
at Va. State Coll. Champ.
at Univ. of D.C. - 2:30 p.m.
at Tribe Open
(Williamsburg, Va.) - 11 a.m.

Oct. 17
Oct. 18
Oct. 19
Oct. 22
Oct. 23

WILLIAM & MARY - 1 p.m.

Oct. 24
Oct. 30

at Western Carolina * - 2 p.m.

at Mary Washington Fall
Tourn. (Fredericksburg, Va.)
at MWC Fall Tournament

EAST CAROLINA - 3 p.m.
at Wofford * - 3 p.m.

at Furman * - 2 p.m.
at The Citadel * - 11 a.m.

Nov. 1
Nov. 2
Nov. 6

APPALACHIAN * - 1 p.m.

Nov. 13

at The Citadel * - 1 p.m.

SC CHAMPIONSHIPS
(Lexington, Va.) - 10:30 a.m.
at Davidson Invitational
(Davidson, N.C.)
at Davidson Invitational
at Davidson Invitational

at SC Tournament - First Rd.
(Sites & Times - TBA)
at SC Tournament
(Charleston, S.C.)
at NCAA South Region
Champ. (Greenville, S.C.)
at NCAA Championships
(Bloomington, Ind.)

Nov. 22

* - Denotes Southern
Conference game

at Radford Invitational
(Draper, Va.)
at Radford Invitational
at Radford Invitational

at Radford Fall Invitational
(Radford, Va.)
at Radford Fall Invitational

Oct. 31
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GOLF

at Winthrop Invitational
(Rock Hill, S.C.) - 9:30 a.m.

Sept. 19
Sept. 20
Sept. 21
Sept. 22
Sept. 25

TENNIS
at Ralph Whitaker Tourn.

* - Denotes Southern
Conference game

Women race before men in the
Lou Onesty, the VMI Invitational,
and the SC Championships; men
race before women in all other
events. Time listed is first race.

The first day of each
tournament will be
a practice round.
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Potpourri
Continued from page 7
❖ Col. Steven Reithmiller, professor and head of the chemistry department, had an article published in the 1999 Bulletin for the History of
Chemistry. The article is entitled: Erlich, Bertheim, and Atoxyl: The Origins of Modern Chemotherapy.
❖ Angelia D. Pickett ’01, a mechanical engineering major, was named a “Paul Harris Fellow” at a Rotary meeting held in Glasgow,Ky. in July.
The honor was conferred upon Pickett in recognition of her accomplishments and for the favorable publicity she has brought to her hometown
of Glasgow.
❖ Head basketball coach Bart Bellairs and his staff were recently commended by the Coaches vs. Cancer program for helping make the
program a success. Coaches vs. Cancer is a partnership agreement between the American Cancer Society and the National Association of
Basketball Coaches. The coaches are involved in cancer awareness programs and fund raising activities. Since the inception of the program in
1993, coaches have given countless youngsters “healthy lifestyle” lectures and raised over 10 million dollars.
❖ Capt. Blair P. Turner, professor and head of history and assistant editor of the Journal of Military History, co-hosted a one-week workshop
(June 21-25) with the Marshall Foundation for middle and high school teachers concerning how to use the World Wide Web in history and
social studies classes and how to use power point and other tools for presentations. The workshop was attended by teachers from throughout
the Commonwealth. Capt. Turner also served as a judge for the 18th annual U.S. Professors of the Year Award. The awards, sponsored by CASE
(Council for the Advancement and Support of Education) in conjunction with USA Today, are the nation’s highest honor for excellence in
undergraduate education. On June 29th, Turner spent a day at the CASE offices in Washington, D.C. judging the candidates. Included among
the judges were provosts, deans, professors, education reporters; government, foundation, and association leaders; and senior institutional
advancement officers from across the nation. He has been invited to attend the prestigious awards luncheon to be held October 20th at USA
Today’s headquarters in Roslyn, Virginia.
❖ Dr. James R. Leva, assistant professor of modern languages, and his wife Carol Elizabeth Jones performed in June at the Lime Kiln Theatre
in Rockbridge County, Va. This was the couple’s first concert together in the summer concert series. Leva and Jones, who have both recorded
albums for Rounder Records, have both made it on to the Americana charts. The two have performed at numerous music festivals across the
country.
❖ Lt. Col. Zhicheng Zhang, associate director of institutional research, and Col. Stephen Richarde, director of research, co-wrote a paper
entitled “Increasing Retention and Achievement: A Summer Transition Program at Work.” Lt. Col. Zhang presented the paper at the 39th
annual conference of the Association for Institutional Research held in Seattle, Wash. in May.
❖ Lt. Col. Rose Mary Sheldon, associate professor of history, delivered two addresses to the Governor’s Latin Academy this summer. On
July 13 she spoke on “Espionage in Ancient Rome” and on July 15 she gave a multimedia presentation entitled “Slaughter in the Forest: The
Battle in the Teutoburgerwald.”
❖ Col. Robert L. Green, Director of Cadet Affairs, has been reappointed as the Fred C. Culpepper ’40 Adjunct Professorship in Civil
Engineering. The appointment will extend through the end of the 2001-2002 academic year. In making the reappointment, Col. James R.
Groves, professor and head of civil engineering, stated that the department was pleased with the contributions and innovations Col. Green has
brought to the department. Col. Green is developing a new course in construction engineering for the Spring 2000 semester.
❖ Maj. James J. Hentz, assistant professor of international studies, presented a paper last semester at the International Studies Association
Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. He also participated in a workshop, Private Authority and International Order, with a dozen scholars
from around the country at Brown University’s Thomas J. Watson Jr. Institute for International Studies. During the summer he conducted
research in Brussels on South and southern Africa’s trade relations with the European Union. A paper partially based on this research entitled,
“Trading Blocs or Historic Blocs? South Africa/SADC and Brazil/Mercosur and the Globalization Project” was given at the 4th International
Congress of the Americas, September 29– October 2, 1999, Puebla, Mexico. He has a article, “Aid and Advice in Africa: Neocolonialism and
Neoliberalism in South Africa and Zambia,” coming out in the current issue of Political Science Quarterly, three articles accepted for edited
volumes (“Regional Hegemony in Southern Africa,” in Dimensions of Contemporary African Development Strategies; “Redesigning US
Foreign Policy: Regionalism, Economic Development and Instability in Southern Africa” in From Margin to Center: Africa and IR Theory;
and “’QWERTY Worlds’ and South Africa’s Preference Formation: Ideas and Policy Making in Transitional South Africa”) and a review of
The Dynamics of Economic and Political Relations Between Africa and Foreign Powers, by Tukumbi Lumumba-Kasongo in a forthcoming
issue of Studies in Conflict & Terrorism..
❖ In U.S. News and World Report’s rankings of America’s Best Colleges 2000, VMI was ranked in the national top 20 among undergraduate
engineering schools without Ph.D. programs.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday, 13 September:
Middle East Conference. See page 5.
4 p.m.
Parade.
Wednesday, 15 September:
4 p.m.
Department Heads meeting, Smith Hall Board Room.
Friday, 17 September: Reunion Weekend.
4:30 p.m. Parade.
Homecoming Hops.
Saturday, 18 September: Reunion Weekend.
10:30 a.m. Parade.
1 p.m.
Football vs. ETSU, Alumni Memorial Field.
Homecoming Hops.
Sunday, 19 September: Reunion Weekend
10:30 a.m. Reunion Weekend Chapel Service, J.M. Hall.
Noon
Chaplain’s Reunion Brunch, Moody Hall.
Tuesday, 21 September:
Publications Board meeting (subject to change).
Wednesday, 22 September:
Shenandoah Shakespeare Express, 400 level Lejeune Hall.
Friday, 24 September:
Admissions Open House.
4:30 p.m. Parade.
Saturday, 25 September:
Admissions Open House.
Football @ Furman.
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Wednesday, 29 September:
Information Technology Symposium, Cameron Hall. See
page 3.
2 p.m.
Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall Board Room.
Thursday, 30 September:
Information Technology Symposium, Cameron Hall. See
page 3.
Friday, 1 October: Second Reunion Weekend.
Information Technology Symposium, Cameron Hall. See
page 3.
4:30 p.m. Parade.
Saturday, 2 October: Second Reunion Weekend
10:30 a.m. Parade.
1 p.m.
Football vs. Georgia Southern, Alumni Memorial Field.
Sunday, 3 October: Second Reunion Weekend
10:30 a.m. Reunion Weekend Chapel Service, J.M. Hall.
Noon
Chaplain’s Reunion Brunch, Moody Hall.
Monday, 4 October:
Bloodmobile.
Tuesday, 5 October:
ROTC Control Day.
Bloodmobile.
Wednesday, 6 October:
Bloodmobile.
Friday, 8 October:
Fall FTX.
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