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“Breakout”—the annual recognition
of the 4th class by the Corps—took on a
new complexion this year, in what many
in the VMI community feel is a welcome
change from recent tradition.
Since the Class of 1984’s breakout in
the winter of 1981, “Rats” have been
forced to climb a muddy hill manned by
second classmen, then traverse a watery
trench defended by the third class before
attaining the top of the hill and their
coveted status as an officially recognized
class within the Corps.
This year, the Class of 1999 wanted
to create a more meaningful breakout experience for their dykes, and thus devised
a weekend-long breakout exercise that
culminated in a charge across the battleth
field at New Market. Beginning the On their last full day as “Rats,” future 4
classmen negotiate the obstacle course
morning of February 26 with a “fake out” bearing a simulated “casualty.” This was one
in which Rats were led to believe they of numerous challenges faced during Breakout
would be breaking out atop the muddy activities.
hill, upper classmen led the Rats through a series of challenging physical and mental
tasks Friday afternoon and Saturday morning. Saturday afternoon saw a formal
Continued on page 4

FTX to Again Bring Community Service
Cadets to Help Build Shelter for Battered Women
Nineteen hundred ninety seven was a historic year at VMI as women received
“close-cropped” haircuts and joined the ranks of the Corps of Cadets to begin the
academic year.
However, earlier that year, in April, a hairy gaggle of ’60s leftovers showed up at
VMI toting old-fashioned hand tools. In the crew-cut, spit-and-polish world of VMI,
they stuck out like a sore thumb, much like the manner in which the first women
were viewed upon their arrival. But when the 35 members of the Timber Framers
Guild left five days later, they and VMI’s civil engineering cadets together had
fashioned a mammoth trebuchet, a medieval siege engine that looked like something
out of “Braveheart.”
Just 18 months after women entered VMI, these ranks are closing — VMI cadets,
male and female, the Timber Framers Guild and students volunteers at neighboring
Washington & Lee University — to build a shelter for abused women. Led by the
Institute’s civil engineering department and the VMI chapter of Habitat for Humanity,
several community organizations will also join forces with the Timber Framers Guild
Continued on page 4

Christopher F. Patten to speak at VMI on April 12
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Col. “Jack” Reeves, Professor Emeritus of Biology, Dies
Colonel John H. “Jack” Reeves, professor
emeritus of biology, died at his home in
Rockbridge County on February 24. Col. Reeves
taught at VMI for 37 years.
He joined the VMI faculty in 1953 as an
instructor in biology having received a B.A. in
biology the year before from the University of
Virginia. He earned a B.S. from Virginia in 1955
and his Ph.D. from Virginia Tech in 1960. He was
promoted to full professor of biology in 1967 and
was department head from 1981-86. During his
tenure he taught primarily ecology,
environmental biology, human physiology, parasitology and
wildlife management. He retired in 1990.
For 25 years beginning in 1972, Col. Reeves was executive
director of the Virginia Nature Camp operated by the Virginia
Federation of Garden Clubs. The camp, located in the George
Washington National Forest near Vesuvius, Virginia continues
to offer a wide program of nature study and conservation to
the young people who attend the camp each summer.
He was a contract archaeologist for the Virginia Center for
Archaeological Research under the Historic Landmarks
Commission for Virginia. He worked extensively as an ecology
and archaeology lecturer for special and gifted children in the
Rockbridge area, and for over 15 years, he and his family
operated a summer day camp to give children in the Lexington
area a chance to study nature in the field.
In 1980 the National Wildlife Federation named him the
nation’s Conservation Educator of the Year. He was cited for

his “dedication to conservation of the nation’s
natural resources and for his lifelong work with
young people in arousing their awareness and
appreciation for wildlife and all natural
resources.” That same year he received the
Virginia Wildlife Federation’s Governor’s Award
as the State Conservationist of the Year.
Active in community affairs, he was
former chairman of the Natural Bridge District
of Boy Scouts of America, chaired a special study
committee for the Rockbridge Education
Association, was president of two parent-teacher
associations and the Rockbridge Hunt Club.
Known as “Papa Reeves” by admiring cadets, he will be
remembered by his students as an educator, friend,
conservationist and driver of the biology bus. In 1984, the
Institute honored him with the VMI Distinguished Teaching
Award. The citation noted: “He is acclaimed by cadets for his
stimulating and enthusiastic presentations and his
encouragement to excel beyond their expectations.”
He is survived by three daughters, Nelle R. McDaniel and
Trudy R. Melvin, both of Lexington, and Terry R. Whitmore of
Natural Bridge, one son John H. Reeves III of Richmond, one
sister and eight grandchildren.
Funeral services were conducted February 27th at Oxford
Presbyterian Church. Memorial contributions may be made to
the Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs Nature Camp, c/o Ann
Beyer, 480 West Main St., Danville, VA 24541 or the Oxford
Presbyterian Church, 143 Oxford Lane, Lexington, VA 24450.

Park to conduct Sunrise Service
Col. James S. Park, Chaplain to the Corps of Cadets, will
conduct the Sunrise Service at Natural Bridge on Sunday, April
4 at 7 a.m. Special music for the non-denominational service
will be performed by the James Madison University Brass
Ensemble and the Madison Singers.
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Third classman Aaron Trombley, sporting a “Cat in the Hat” hat, reads
Dr. Seuss’ “Cat in the Hat” to students from Central Elementary School
in Lexington. The entire school (approximately 350 students) visited
VMI on March 2, the national “Read Across America” day. Twenty cadets
read to the students in small groups. The Corps of Cadets also honored
the students and teachers with a parade.
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Christopher Patten to speak at VMI
The Right Honorable Christopher F. Patten will
speak at VMI on Monday, April 12 in Cameron Hall.
Patten’s address, under the auspices of the H.B.
Johnson, Jr. ’26 Distinguished Lecture Series, will
be delivered in Cameron Hall at 8 p.m. Patten
served as Governor of Hong Kong from April 1992
until Hong Kong was returned to China in 1997.
The event is free and the public is welcome.
Patten was educated at St. Benedict’s School,
Ealing; Balliol College, Oxford (Domus
Exhibitioner, B.A. Honors and M.A. Honors in
Modern History) and won a Coolidge Travelling
Scholarship to the USA in 1979.
He joined the Conservative Research Department in 1966,
specializing in home affairs. From 1970 to 1972 he was seconded
to the Cabinet Office, working on the coordination of social
policy; and in 1972, joined the Home Office to set up the
Voluntary Service Unit. He was personal assistant and political
secretary to Lord Carrington and Lord Whitelaw when they
were Chairmen of the Party from 1972-1974. In 1974 he was
appointed the youngest ever Director of the Conservative
Research Department, a post which he held until 1979.
He contested Lamberth Central in the General Election of
October 1974. Patten was adopted as prospective Conservative
Parliamentary candidate for Bath in December 1976 and was
elected as Member of Parliament for that constituency from
May 1979 until April 1992.
From November 1979 to January 1981 Patten was
Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Chancellor of the Duchy
of Lancaster, Leader of the House of Commons and Minister
for the Arts and from March to September 1981 Parliamentary
Private Secretary to the Secretary of State for Social Services.
Patten was Vice Chairman of the Conservative
Parliamentary Finance Committee (1981-1983), a member of
the House of Commons Select Committee on Defence (1982-

1983) and a member of the Select Committee on
Procedure (Finance) (1982-1983). In 1983 he
published “The Tory Case”, a study of
Conservatism.
Following the General Election of June
1983, Patten was appointed Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State, Northern Ireland Office and in
September 1985 Minister of State at the
Department of Education and Science. In
September 1986 he was appointed Minister for
Overseas Development at the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office. Patten was appointed to
the Privy Council in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List, June
1989.
In July 1989, Patten was appointed Secretary of State for
the Environment. In November 1990, he became Chancellor
of the duchy of Lancaster and Chairman of the Conservative
Party.
Patten and his wife Lavender have three daughters, Kate,
Laura, and Alice.
The Johnson Lecture Series, established in 1981, is
endowed by Belton Kleberg Johnson, a prominent Texas
rancher and businessman, who named the series after his
father, a 1926 VMI graduate. The elder Johnson, who died a
few years after his graduation, was an outstanding student and
leader in the Corps of Cadets.
The purpose of the Johnson Lecture Series is to attract
nationally and internationally known leaders of demonstrated
competence. Others who have spoken at VMI are British Prime
Ministers Edward Heath and Margaret Thatcher; Helmut
Schmidt, former Chancellor of West Germany; Howard Baker,
former White House Chief of Staff; General William
Westmoreland, commander of United States Forces in
Vietnam; Richard Cheney, former Secretary of Defense; and
George Bush, former President of the United States.

Pierpaoli publishes book

Fulbright Scholars at VMI

Lieutenant Colonel Paul G. Pierpaoli, Jr., assistant to the
Superintendent and adjunct professor of history, authored the
recently published book Truman and Korea: The Political
Culture of the Early Cold War. Detailing for the first time the
story of America’s homefront during the Korean War, Truman
and Korea fills an important gap in the historical scholarship
of the postwar era.
Pierpaoli addresses such important topics as presidential
war powers, the operations and politics of nationwide price
and wage controls, decisions surrounding the militarization of
NATO and the rearmament of Western Europe, and the
evolution of national security policy. He goes on to show how
President Truman’s decision to intervene in the Korean War
quickly became subsumed by larger Cold War concerns.
Pierpaoli joined the staff of the Institute in 1998.

Of approximately 1500 Fulbright Scholars in the entire
world in 1998-1999, VMI could claim three. Colonel Wayne C.
Thompson, Professor of Political Science, spent the past
summer in Germany visiting various institutions as part of the
Fulbright German Studies Seminar. Thompson will be
spending the 1999-2000 academic year in Germany under the
auspices of the Fulbright program.
In addition, two international Fulbright scholars were in
residence at VMI this year: Captain Vladimir Hizhnyak of the
Russian Navy spent the fall semester at VMI conducting
research on the U.S. higher education system; and Colonel Wu
Kuen-Huei of the Republic of China Army lectured on Asian
political economy during the fall semester and is conducting
research this spring. Both officers worked in the Department
of International Studies.
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Breakout

Continued from page 1

inspection and a 5-mile
“warm up” march in
preparation for Sunday’s
big event. In the pre-dawn
hours of Sunday, February
28, the Rats were bussed
to a point just north of
Harrisonburg, and proceeded to march 18.3
miles to the New Market
battlefield, stopping for
lunch en route. Upon
reaching the battlefield,
they re-enacted the famous charge of the Corps
of Cadets, amid streaming
Ezra Clark, President of the Class of smoke and booming can1999, leads the Class of 2002 in an Old non provided by officers
Yell at the conclusion of Breakout.
and cadets from VMI’s
Army ROTC detachment. After being bussed back to barracks,
the Rats gave the traditional series of “Old Yells” culminating
in the first ever for the Class of 2002, signifying the official

Spring FTX

Continued from page 1

in March to build the 4,400-square foot facility only a few
blocks from VMI and Washington & Lee in Lexington.
“It seemed like a natural for us,” said Colonel Grigg Mullen,
professor of civil engineering. “We like our cadets to have
hands-on experience, and VMI is always looking for projects
that benefit the community.” Members of the college’s firstever coeducational class have been involved in the shelter
project since just after they matriculated.
The shelter is the dream of Project Horizon, a 16-year-old
agency devoted to ending domestic, sexual and dating violence
in the area. The agency has offered a variety of client services
for years, but until now financial constraints limited it to
sheltering at-risk women for only a few nights in local motels.
Two years ago, though, Mullen heard a Project Horizon
staffer give a talk to his church. When he heard her say that
the agency was trying to build a shelter, Mullen asked if he
could help. Mullen is a member of the Timber Framers Guild,
a 1,200-member international organization dedicated to
promoting the centuries-old craft of timber frame construction.
VMI cadets had worked with the Guild on two earlier projects.
“The trebuchet was great fun and the cadets and Guild members
are crazy about each other,” said Joel McCarty, the Timber
Framers’ president. “But we went home thinking that next time
we’d like to be involved in a project that benefited the
community.” Project Horizon was already working with student
volunteers from the Washington and Lee University student
chapter of Habitat for Humanity on planning and fund-raising.
Mullen and Brian Richardson, W&L’s Habitat faculty adviser,
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end of the Rat Line.
The historical significance of this year’s Breakout was
recognized by a clear majority of alumni and other members
of the VMI family. The public attention generated by Breakout
was also quite favorable, as numerous media outlets covered
the event and one reporter even completed the 18.3-mile march.
In addition to virtually the entire Rat Class—even Rat
members of the wrestling & basketball teams were able to
scramble back from the Southern Conference tournament to
participate—numerous upperclass cadets completed the 18.3mile march on Sunday. Also completing the march were VMI
faculty and staff members Major General Josiah Bunting III;
Brigadier General Alan Farrell; Colonels Ed Sexton, Tom Baur,
Steve Riethmiller, Ron Williams Bob Green and John Rowe;
Lieutenant Colonels Dale Davis, Keith Dickson, and Holly
Richardson; Majors Duncan Richter, Stacy Vargas, and Adam
Volant; and Lieutenant Commander Kurt Iversen. ROTC
officers participating in the march were Colonel Thomas B.
Moncure from Air Force ROTC and Majors Gary Levenson and
Bill Bither; Captains Chris Whittaker, Trey Rhodes, Chuck
Walls, and Scott Jackson; and Sergeant Major John Neel from
Army ROTC.

had worked previously on Habitat homes.
As soon as the Guild discovered that the Lexington area
was trying to build a shelter for abused women, despite funding
problems and a lack of expertise, our next project was a nobrainer,” Mullen said.
In March, Guild men and women will train VMI cadets,
members of the Washington and Lee student chapter of Habitat
for Humanity and community volunteers to cut the mammoth
timbers to the tight, puzzle-piece specifications of timber frame
construction. The Guild’s donation to the project in labor and
expertise will total more than $120,000. “We expect upwards
of 75 people on site at a time,” Mullen said. “When these things
start to happen, it is exciting to watch.” The dates for the “old
fashioned house-raising” will be March 18-23 which coincides
with VMI’s Spring FTX.
Guild volunteers have helped build community projects all
over the United States. They worked previously with Habitat
for Humanity in York, Pa. to build two homes in a single
weekend, but a shelter for abused women is a first. “Without
the Guild, the cadets and the student Habitat volunteers, this
project would not be happening,” said Project Horizon
Executive Director Elizabeth Pharr. “Period.”
For more information, contact Brian Richardson at 540463-8430 or richardsonb@wlu.edu. Or check out the following
websites: Timber Framers Guild — <www.tfguild.org/
workhorizon.html>. Project Horizon under — <www.webfeatinc.com/links/nonprofit.htm>. W&L/VMI Habitat for
Humanity Chapter — <http://jefferson.wlu.edu/~habitat/>.
The Institute Report, March 15, 1999

A Different Kind of Student Studies at VMI
retriever refuses to stay? “You pick
Steven York, instructor of
him up like a sack of flour and carry
chemistry, is reviewing the results of
him back to where he is supposed
a recent test with his CH 138 class.
to be staying,’’ says York. “You can
Speaking to a class comprising
never let the dog win, so you may
primarily Rats, York is measured and
have to carry him a lot at first, but
precise with his criticisms and
‘Robbie’ figured out quickly he
explanations. Most listen attentively
should follow my commands.”
as the Riner resident, who will soon
But a dog in the classroom on the
receive his doctorate in chemical
VMI Post? “We needed a part-time
engineering from Virginia Tech, but
chemistry instructor,” says Col.
the heads of a few seated in the back
Steven Riethmiller, professor and
row bob and dip — a sure sign of
head of the chemistry department.
fighting the sleep so clearly wanting
“Mr. York had taught part-time at
to claim new victims.
Radford last year, and they recom“Robbie” lays sprawled out on his
mended him highly. During interside on the classroom floor, paying no
views, he told us about what he was
attention whatsoever to York.
doing as a puppy-trainer ... and that
“Robbie” sleeps unabashedly, yet
the dog came with him.
York continues to ignore what could
“He assured us the dog was wellsurely be viewed as classroom
behaved, so we said, `Sure, why
insolence.
not?’ The dog’s presence has caused
Then again, “Robbie” is a dog, and
Steve and Robbie take time out for a picture.
no problems.” “Robbie,” decked out
the Institute has yet to establish
graduation standards for canines. An instructor’s house pet in in his yellow cape inscribed “Puppy In Training” became an
class? No, “Robbie” is a very special dog, and he does have his adjunct member of the Corps.
York has had “Robbie” in class to help reinforce the dog’s
own specific graduation requirements. He is a golden retriever,
specially bred and being “puppy-trained” by York for future need to lie quietly and patiently while awaiting his master. On
work as a service dog. After all his training is completed, the two days a week he is in Lexington, he puts “Robbie”
“Robbie” will eventually perform helpful tasks for a person who through some of his more difficult paces, including “Jump” and
uses a wheel chair or has other serious mobility limitations in “Climb (“Robbie” will turn on light switches and retrieve change
for his eventual master)” on the parade ground as multiple
his or her arms and/or legs.
“My wife was writing out checks for charities, and I noticed cadet squadrons march in cadence. “This is a wonderful
she had one marked `Canine Companions of Independence opportunity for `Robbie’ to learn to ignore everything except
(CCI),’” recalls York of the movement his special odyssey began. his master’s voice,” says York.
York, who was already dreading “Robbie’s” impending
“Growing up in Tidewater, I never had a dog. When I got out
on my own, I got a dog,” recalls York. Possessed with innate departure, continues, “he’s so human sometimes; he’s so
curiosity, “I bought a couple of books on dogs. I wanted to learn affectionate to humans and all animals.” “I’ve also been really
what motivates dogs to behave as they do and ways to train impressed with how accepting VMI and its cadets, faculty and
staff have been. Lexington has also been kind to “Robbie.” I
them to do what I wanted.
“We have a pair of Chesapeake retrievers, but I decided to take him with me when I eat at the Blue Heron or City Subs
check out the CCI program to see if I could be a volunteer and Steaks, and no one at VMI or in Lexington has ever had
anything but kind words for both of us,’’ York says. “People
puppy- raiser for them,” the affable York continues.
In October 1997, six-week-old Robinson, whom the Yorks ask me if what I’m doing is hard — particularly since I have to
quickly nicknamed “Robbie” arrived in an airplane from CCI give him up soon.”
“I think this training is among the nicest things I’ve ever
headquarters in Santa Rosa, Cal. York, who had passed rigid
CCI screening and training, was immediately taken with his done, and nice things should never be hard to do,’’ he continues
with a smile.
new canine friend.
Now, “Robbie” and York have parted ways. The dog has
“Robbie’s” specialized training began in York’s home. The
same man who regaled his chemistry class with tales of sitting graduated to eight months of advanced training. After that
on live nuclear reactors became responsible for Robbie’s care, period, “Robbie” will advance to Team Training, an intensive
two- or three-week training session where recipients learn to
socialization and the teaching of basic commands.
“It’s tougher to teach students than to teach a dog, but it work with a dog that is already fully trained. York and his wife
takes a whole lot more time to teach a dog,’’ says York. look forward to attending their erstwhile canine friend’s
“Robbie’s” training started with simpler commands like “Stay,” graduation ceremony.
“We’ll sure miss him,” York reflects. “`Robbie’ will bring
“Heel,” and “Sit.”
And what does a puppy trainer do when a growing golden great improvement to the quality of his new master’s life.”
The Institute Report, March 15, 1999
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First Classman “J.B.” Craddock Determined to Succeed
It’s Sunday, Feb. 28, 1999, first classman
Jabari B. “J.B.” Craddock greets a stranger
in the Carroll Hall room where he is studying
by leaping from his chair, extending his hand
and saying, “Hi, I’m J.B. Craddock; it’s a
pleasure to meet you.”
The stranger knew a new class had been
born that day following a weekend of fun,
culminating with an 18.5-mile march and a
charge across the New Market Battlefield,
officially ending the rat line for the Class of
2002.
Though Craddock was dressed in
sweats, his guest would have never guessed
that the highly energetic young man he had
just met had made that march, too, to
demonstrate his support for his dyke rats.
Then again, J.B. Craddock has
accomplished a plethora of things that would have never been
predicted of a youngster growing up in Southside Richmond
— an area of the city many young men leave only in a police car
or a hearse.
“Yes, the neighborhood I grew up in was tough,” Craddock
understated. “It’s true that most kids who grow up there never
graduate from high school, much less college.”
When he was 11 years old, his parents separated, leaving
Craddock with his mother and younger brother and sister. So
how did the 1995 George Wythe High School graduate beat the
odds?
Credit a strong mother, the Southside Boys and Girls Club
of Richmond, Junior ROTC, and teachers and mentors he met
growing up.
Above all, credit Craddock for wisdom at an early age.
“Around the time my parents split up, I suppose my life
could have fallen apart like so many others, but I just decided
things were going to be different for me,” said the diminutive
first classman.
“I saw what was happening around me. Eighteen-year-olds
in the drug trade had cars, money and women. That’s what all
the other 13-year-olds seemed to want. What they didn’t see
and understand was that most of the 18-year-olds ended up
dead or in jail,” he said bluntly.
Craddock earned consistently good grades at Richmond’s
Thompson Middle School. Those earning the top five academic
averages in each 150-student cluster were publicly recognized
and feted at year’s end. J. B. finished No. 6 in his cluster during
his 6th and 7th grade school years.
In eighth grade, Craddock was elected student body
president. He recalled his graduation day. “As president, I gave
a speech, which was a neat experience. I sat down for the
academic achievement awards announcements. They
announced `No. 5 ... No. 4 ... No. 3 ... No. 2 ...’
“Then I heard ‘And No. 1 is J.B. Craddock.’ I was so excited,
jumping around like I’d won an Oscar or a Grammy or
something. It just further reinforced my conviction that it was
my responsibility to continue working hard,” he related.
For as long as he can recall, Craddock had been determined
to go to college so he could help his mother and siblings. During
Page 6

his middle school and early high school
years, J.B. and his father had a distant
relationship.
“I guess I was just mad at him and couldn’t
understand why he had left, but it just made
me more determined to succeed,” he said
softly.
He became involved in the Southside Boys
and Girls Club of Richmond. “I’d come
straight home from school, do my
homework and head straight for the club,”
he recalled.
A natural leader emerged during those
days at the club. Quickly, he assumed
leadership positions at the club. “It was
amazing. Here I was from Southside
Richmond, and next thing you know I’m
meeting people like Jackie Joyner-Kersee,
Mike Singletary, Willie Lanier and Herschel Walker. I even met
Bobby Ross, and I had no idea he had anything to do with VMI.
Craddock makes no apologies for his strict goal-oriented
behavior. “People were jealous of me in high school, and it’s
happened some here at VMI. ‘Why do you get all the
opportunities?’ others ask. They have the same opportunities;
I have just chosen to take advantage of them. Besides, you can’t
let the way other people feel about you predict your outcomes.”
A life-changing opportunity came his way the summer after
his junior year at Wythe when he was chosen to be an intern in
the Richmond commonwealth attorney’s office.
Enter deputy commonwealth’s attorney Learned Barry,
whom Craddock affectionately calls “Pops” or “my godfather.”
The two agree on the circumstances of their introduction. “Most
interns tend to go and hide, but not J.B. He kept scurrying
around the office,” recalled Barry.
“Finally, I invited him in, and it was magic. It took 15
minutes of talking to him to like him and start to become
attached to him. He may be the only young man living within a
three-block radius of the courthouse whom I have not
prosecuted at one time or another.
“Certainly J.B. has the gift of gab, but it occurred to me
that his talents and potential went far beyond that surface gift.
He clearly wanted to help himself, and I respect and like people
like that,” Barry continued.
“J.B. is a shining example of what programs like the Boy’s
and Girl’s Clubs can do,” the veteran lawyer added.
During Craddock’s junior and senior year at Wythe, father
and son reconciled. “I was so happy about that,” said Craddock,
adding that his father died soon after his 1995 graduation. But
he lived long enough to see J.B. serve as battalion commander
for the Wythe JROTC program and to be presented the “Senior
of the Year” award from the Boy’s Club, an award he
immediately presented to his ailing father.
VMI came next. Though he had good grades in high school,
Craddock’s SAT scores were very low. With financial help from
Barry and the Boy’s Club, he enrolled in a SAT preparation
course and raised his scores. “I was certainly was not dumb; I
just wasn’t prepared for the SATs,” J.B. recalled.
Barry was helping J.B. investigate college possibilities and
The Institute Report, March 15, 1999

took him to some VMI alumni-student recruitment events early
during his senior year. Also, Barry assisted Craddock with filling
out his college applications in a complete and concise manner.
Craddock, who claps his hands often and then lets them glide
apart for emphasis, rose from his chair. “It was a Saturday
morning. My Mom told me (VMI Director Financial Aid) Col.
(Tim) Golden from VMI was on the phone.” Golden had called
to let Craddock know VMI was prepared to offer an outstanding
financial aid package upon J.B.’s acceptance. When his new
SAT scores arrived, VMI confirmed his acceptance, and
Craddock “was just itching to get hold of another opportunity.”
So what was he thinking the day he came from Richmond
to VMI? “21 August 1995,” he spouted immediately. “It’s funny
— we were coming down I-81 and then into Lexington, and I
told my mother I was scared. She asked what I could be scared
of, and I told her I was entering an unknown world ... an
uncharted land.”
His trepidation didn’t last long. “The military stuff was no
problem. I’d done that in high school. The yelling and the
screaming? I just ignored that. It was the academic transition
that almost got me,” he remembered. “At the end of my first
semester, I had a 1.48. A year later, I was on the Dean’s List.”
None of this surprised Barry. “J.B.’s academic growth is
amazing. During his freshman year, I asked how he was doing
with the ‘rough’ rat line. You know what he told me? ‘It’s no
big deal. I like VMI. Nobody’s shooting at me, and nobody’s
stealing my stuff.’ I’d never really thought about it in that sense,
but VMI was the perfect place for J.B.,” said Barry.
What have been the most important lessons that Craddock
has learned at VMI? He doesn’t hesitate. “Stay focused. Keep

your business to yourself. Trust yourself,” he replied.
“Given my background and the set standards of my
neighborhood, I should be dead,” he added matter-of-factly.
“But VMI has given me many more opportunities than I would
have ever imagined. I make a point of going back to Wythe
often and talking to the kids in my neighborhood, letting them
know life is not hopeless.”
Strangers no more as the interview drew to a close, the
two were interrupted by the arrival of two brand-new members
of the Class of 2002. The writer chased Craddock from the room
to speak with two of Craddock’s dykes.
Brand-new fourth classman Jeff McKelvin of Baltimore
didn’t hesitate when asked what Craddock has brought to his
life. “In J.B. I see someone special I’d like to emulate. Then I
hear J.B. saying ‘Be your own man. Be true to yourself.’”
McKelvin’s classmate Ben Meffley of Gloucester enters.
What has J. B. taught you? “Stay focused. Keep my business to
myself. Respect other people. He’s helped me so much with
my self-confidence. I’ve never met any one quite like J.B.”
Craddock will serve a three-year stint in the U.S. Army
following graduation and then hopes to attend law school. How
would he like to be remembered? “A man who stood up for
what he believed and never wavered in a sea of chance,” he
responded.
“There were lots of people back home who told me I’d never
make it at VMI. My mother and Mr. Barry thought I would,
and I have. I’m very proud of that.
“You may be whatever you resolve to be” are Stonewall
Jackson’s words emblazoned across the second stoop over
Jackson Arch. Each time Craddock sees these words, he smiles.

Cadets Visit Virginia Legislators
The VMI Alumni Agencies
sponsored the annual VMI
Legislative Reception for the
General Assembly in Richmond on
February 18. Several cadets
attended the reception after
visiting the General Assembly
during the afternoon. Pictured
here are (standing, l-r) Patrick
Haddock, Micah Wei, Jacob
Hughes, Senator Tommy Norment
’68, Bryan Jones, Justin Wood,
Kimberly Herbert, Clifton
Flournoy, Scott Smith, Tennille
Chisholm, Keane Jones, and
Angela Myers; (kneeling l-r) Adam
Poole, J. B. Craddock, and William
Raynes.
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Smith Receives Award Recognizing
Long-Time Service to VMI

Elsie Smith receives a watch from Major General Josiah Bunting III,
Superintendent recognizing 50 years of service in the VMI Laundry.
Smith began her VMI career in 1948.

Cadets on Foreign Study
Nineteen VMI Cadets are studying abroad this semester
in thirteen foreign countries. The group consists of one cadet
from the Class of ’99, seven cadets from the Class of ’00, and
wleven members of the Class of ’01.
From the Class of ’99 is history major John M. Holmes
who is studying in Prague.
Members of the Class of ’00 studying abroad this semester
are: history major Justin C. Dodge who is in Spain; economics
and business majors Ian P. Doyle (studying in Morocco), Shawn
M. Fisher (Germany), and James R. Wallace (Spain); computer
science major Paul Gray (England); civil engineering major
James L. Nelson, III (England); and international studies major
James A. Powell (Japan).
Class of ’01 cadets studying overseas are: history majors
Yulia B. Beltikova (France), Kevin J. Consedine (Costa Rica),
Charles C. de Courcel (Germany), Brian D. Frank (Austria),
Justin R. Harber (France), Dong H. Lee (Korea), William P.
Prible (Germany) and Stephen L. Skakandy (Germany);
economics majors Eric L. Burleson (Scotland) and Harri K.
Jahkola (Hong Kong); and biology major William R. O’Neal
(Israel/Jordon).

Theatre to present “A Thurber Carnival”
The VMI Theatre will present “A Thurber Carnival,” by American humorist James Thurber;
on March 30, 31, and April 1, 2, and 3 at 8 p.m. in a “theatre-in-the-round” production in
Moody Hall at VMI.
A cast of 22 cadets, VMI staff, and community performers will share some of Thurber’s
“lunatic sketches” of American life, including “The Unicorn in The Garden,” If Grant Had Been
Drinking at Appomattox,” “The MacBeth Murder Mystery,” and “The Secret life of Walter Mitty.”
One of America’s most prolific and beloved humorists, James Thurber became well known
as the editor of the popular “Talk of the Town” feature in “The New Yorker” magazine from
1929 to 1935. He published 26 books of sketches, essays, stories, and his unique cartoon drawings
between 1929 and 1961. Highly attuned to the discords of the twentieth century, Thurber wrote
of the domestic scene and the everyday trivia that somehow explode into major conflict. he
wrote of marriage as a state of undeclared war; and of the suprising interplay of reality and
fantasy. His great subject was the predicament of man in a baffling world.
“A Thurber Carnival,” a comic revue of some of his more popular writings, opened at the
ANTA Theatre in New York City on February 26, 1960. Thurber himself joined the cast for
eighty-eight performances, and won the Antoinette Perry Award from the American Theatre
Wing for distinguished writing. he died in 1961 in the city of his birth, Columbus, Ohio.
Directed by Joellen K. Bland, the VMI Theatre cast of “A Thurber Carnival” includes cadets
Jennifer N. Boensch ’01, Martin A. Dickson ’02, B. Powell Harrison, IV ’99, Paul E. Hotze ’00,
Kyle W. Kramer ’01, John W. Leon ’02, Angela N. Myers ’00, Michael D. Mulé ’00, Michael D.
Nelson ’99, Scott A. Reid ’98, J. Aaron Sims ’99, Jeffrey T. Sprague ’99, Jacqueline B. Tugman’02,
Matthew K. Wilder ’02, Melissa S. Williams ’01, and Brian T. Withers ’99; VMI faculty and staff
members, Joellen Bland, Helen Cox, and Col. Philip B. Peters; plus Tom Oxendine, Sharon
Peters, and Melou Piegari.
Production staff for the show includes cadets Charles O. Fullam ’99 and Mark A. Nemeth
’01, with Helen Cox, Sharon Peters, and Melou Piegari assisting with props and costumes, and
cadet Tamina M. Mars and VMI Glee Club accompanist Lee Morris providing special piano
music for the show.
Admission is $5 for adults; $3 for students and senior citizens, and cadets free. There will
be open seating, but reservations should be made to ensure that seats are available. For
information and reservations, call 540-464-7389.
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Band to March
in St. Patrick’s
Day Parade
One half of the VMI
Regimental Band will travel to
New York to participate in the
annual St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. The band will lead the
parade marching with the
69th infantry division. The
parade will be nationally
televised on NBC.
The pipe band contingent
of the Regimental Band will
also participate in a St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, in
Dallas, Texas. The pipe band
was invited and will
participate in the parade and
also the Governor’s Ball.
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VMI Spring Sports Schedule
Boldface type indicates home event. (DH) indicates double header.
For more information on individual events call 540/464-7253.

LACROSSE

BASEBALL
Mar. 16

Manhattan

3 p.m.

Mar. 21

Drexel

2 p.m.

ETSU

Noon

Mar. 27

Air Force

1 p.m.

IUPUI

3 p.m.

Mar. 31

Mount St. Mary’s

Mar. 21

IUPUI

3 p.m.

Apr. 3

Marist

2 p.m.

Mar. 23

Marshall

3 p.m.

Apr. 5

Siena

1 p.m.

Mar. 27

Appalachian State (DH)

Apr. 10

Radford

7 :30 p.m.

Mar. 28

Appalachian State

1 p.m.

Apr. 14

St. Andrews Pres

3:30 p.m.

Apr. 17

Lehigh

Mar. 30

Brown (DH)

Noon

Apr. 21

Ohio State

Mar. 31

Brown

May 1

W&L (Lee-Jackson Classic)

Apr. 3

Wofford (DH)

Apr. 4

Wofford

1 p.m.

Apr. 7

Marshall

3 p.m.

Mar. 19

Weems Baskin Invitational (Columbia, S.C.)

Apr. 10

Ga. Southern (DH)

Noon

Mar. 20

Weems Baskin Invitational

Apr. 11

Ga. Southern

1 p.m.

Mar. 26

Raleigh Relays (Raleigh, N.C.)

Apr. 13

William & Mary

6 p.m.

Mar. 27

Raleigh Relays

Apr. 17

East Tennessee State (DH)

1 p.m.

Apr. 2

Virginia Tech Invitational (Blacksburg, Va.)

Apr. 18

East Tennessee State

1 p.m.

Apr. 3

Virginia Tech Invitational

Apr. 20

William & Mary

3 p.m.

Apr. 10

Milton G. Abramson Invitational

Apr. 24

Western Carolina (DH)

1 p.m.

Apr. 23-24

S.C. Championship (Johnson City, Tenn.)

Apr. 25

Western Carolina

1 p.m.

May 8

Last Chance (Johnson City, Tenn.)

Apr. 30

UNCG (DH)

Noon

May 1

UNCG

Noon

May 11

Bucknell

1 p.m.

May 12

Bucknell (DH)

1 p.m.

May 14

Virginia

4 p.m.

May 19-22

S.C. Championship (Charleston, S.C.)

Mar. 19

Indiana Univ./Purdue Univ.
@ Indianapolis (IUPUI)

Mar. 20

2 p.m.

(DH) - Denotes doubleheader

GOLF
Apr. 15-18

Noon

S.C. Championship (Kashiers, N.C.)
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3:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m.

1 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
2 p.m.

Noon

OUTDOOR TRACK

TENNIS
Mar. 16

W. Va. Wesleyan

3 p.m.

Mar. 19

East Tennesse State

Mar. 21

Chattanooga

1 p.m.

Mar. 28

Furman

9 a.m.

Mar. 29

Guilford

2:30 p.m.

Apr. 6

Davidson

2 p.m.

Apr. 9

Mount St. Marys

3 p.m.

Apr. 11

Wofford

Noon

Apr. 14-18

S.C. Championship (Spartanburg, S.C.)

3:30 p.m.
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ROTC
Corner
Army ROTC Dining-In
The VMI Army ROTC held their
annual Marshall-New Market
Battalion Dining-In on February
12, 1999, at the Virginia Horse
Center. The guest speaker was
Bobby Ross ’59, Coach of the
Detroit Lions. Coach Ross gave an
insightful and reflective speech on
leadership as a second lieutenant
during the Berlin Crisis.Cadet
Deem provided humorous
interludes and entertainment
during the ceremony. After the
ceremony, Coach Ross signed autographs and took pictures
with cadets and other guests.
Air Force ROTC Promotion
Jonathan B. French ’86, assistant
professor of aerospace studies, was
recently promoted to the rank of major
by his father, Lt. Col. Jim French ’60,
USAF (Ret.), in the office of the Air Force
ROTC Detachment 880 commander.
Maj. French, AS 400 course director for
AFROTC Detachment 880, was
selectively assigned to the 89th Airlift
Maj. Jonathan French Wing, Andrews Air Force Base, Md. The
89th Air Wing provides worldwide airlift
and logistical support for the President, the Vice President,
cabinet members, and other high-ranking U.S. and foreign
government officials. Maj. French will fly C-20 aircraft. He will
report to his new assignment in May.
Mary Proffit earns 30 year Service Award
Mary Proffit was awarded
the Government’s 30 year
Service Award by Col.
Chalkley, professor of military science. Since arriving
at VMI in 1986, she has
helped commission over
1000 cadets and currently
manages records for over
800 Army cadets. She is
instrumental to the success of the Army ROTC department.
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VMI NROTC Happenings
The Navy ROTC staff had a change of its own with the
reporting of Lt. Rodney Ward in late January. He is an H-46
pilot from HC-11 at Naval Air Station North Island in San Diego,
Calif. Lt. Ward is a 1991 Naval Academy graduate who earned
his wings at Naval Air Station Whiting Field in Milton, Fla.
before reporting to sea duty in San Diego. He completed two
Arabian Gulf deployments, amassing over 1200 hours in the
Sea Knight as a search and rescue and logistics support pilot.
The Navy ROTC unit was honored to host a Leadership
Panel discussing “Leadership in the 21st Century” on February
20. The panel members were Lt. Col. Paul Barron, former XO
VMI Navy ROTC; Capt. Ted Adams from Company B, 4th
Combat Engineer Battalion, 4th Marine Division, FMF,
Roanoke, Va.; Sergeant Major William Whaley, Director,
Enlisted Professional Military Education at Marine Corps
University, Quantico, Va.; First Sergeant Shon Brodie, Senior
Enlisted Advisor, Company D, 4th Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion, Quantico, Va.; and Gunnery
Sergeant Glen Kramer, USMC (Ret).
The spring Fleet Training Exercise will be held at Bogue
Field in mid-March. Midshipmen will interact with active fleet
units. This training exercise serves as both leadership and
planning experience for the upper class and valuable
introduction to umderclass, who are still deciding their path
in the Naval Service.
The Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps will be the honored
guest and speaker of the unit’s annual Mess Night. Sergeant
Major Lewis Lee who, in addition to serving in the Vietnam
War and numerous other assignments has served as an
Assistant Marine Officer Instructor at The Citadel and two
summers at OCS NROTC Bulldog.
Changing of the Guard at Naval ROTC
On February 16th, midshipman
second class Ron Allen relieved first
classman Greg McDearmon of duty as
Midshipmen Battalion Commander.
Allen is a mechanical engineering
major from Shrewsbury, Mo. His strong
professional and academic performance
made him an ideal successor as battalion
commander. After commissioning he
hopes to become a submarine officer. If
Ron Allen
he is chosen, after a highly selective
interview process, he will attend the Navy’s Nuclear Power
School in Charleston, S.C. where he will earn the equivalent of
a master’s degree in nuclear engineering. “Nuke School” is
followed by hands on experience with a prototype reactor and
finally submarine school in Groton, Conn.
During the ceremony, McDearmon thanked members of
his staff and the unit for the professionalism that made his
tenure a positive experience. Col Price, professor of naval
science, presented both McDearmon and Bryan Jones,
battalion XO with a gift of the official Navy tartan tie.
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Professor Cheng Cheng-Ching (far
right)of Fu Hsing Kang College in
Taipei, Taiwan, recently visited VMI
for a traditional figure painting
demonstration in Lejeune Hall on
February 22. Sponsored by the
International Studies Program,
Professor Cheng’s visit was
arranged by Visiting Professor
Colonel Wu Kuen-Huei (far left).
Professor Cheng presented Mrs.
Diana Bunting (second from left)
a painting he completed during
the demonstration.

Potpourri
❖ Col. George Piegari, professor of mathematics and
computer science, presented a paper entitled “Design of a
Readings in Mathematics Course” at the sectional meeting of
the Mathematical Association of America held at Towson
University. The material related to the reading material used,
the topics covered, and the projects given in a course taught at
VMI for the first time during the Spring of 1997.
❖ The February 1999 issue of The (London) Times Literary
Supplement contains a full-page review of the new threevolume encyclopedia of the Vietnam War written by Col.
Spencer C. Tucker, professor of history and John Biggs ’30
Cincinnati Professor of Military History. The Supplement is
considered in many circles to be the premier source of learned
book reviews written in English.
❖ Col. Tappey H. Jones, professor of chemistry, co-authored
a paper with T.F. Spande, P. Jain, H.M. Garraffo, L.K. Pannell,
H.J.C. Yeh, J.W. Daily, S. Fukumoto, K. Imamura, T.
Tokuyama, J.A. Torres, and R.R. Snelling. The paper is entitled
“Occurrence and Significance of Decahydroquinolines from
Dendrobatid Frogs and a Myrmicine Ant.” It was published in
the Journal of Natural Products, and also published on the
website of the American Chemical Society.
❖ Second classman Ronald White recently spoke to 200
fourth and fifth grade students at Martin Luther King, Jr.
Elementary School in Jacksonville, Fla. White, who is an
alumnus of the elementary school, spoke about how he used
hard work to overcome obstacles in life and about the
importance of making good choices.
❖ Brig. Gen. Francis X. Taylor, USAF, spoke at VMI on
February 17. His speech was in conjunction with Black History
Month and at the request of VMI’s Promaji Club, a cadet
organization which fosters positive race relations within the
Corps. A 1970 graduate of the University of Notre Dame, Gen.
Taylor is commander of the Air Force Office of Special
Investigations, a field operating agency of the Air Force with
headquarters at Bolling Air Force, Washington D.C. His office
is provides commanders of all Air Force activities independent
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professional investigative services regarding fraud,
counterintelligence and major criminal matters.
❖ One of the members of the Class of 2002, which recently
broke out of the “Ratline,” was Marshall B. Davis, son of
VMI professor of history Col. Thomas W. Davis, and a third
generation VMI alumnus. Tom is a member of the Class of
1964, and Cadet Davis’s grandfather is the late William W.
Davis, Class of 1934.
❖ The American Society of Mechanical Engineers will hold its
Region IV section meeting at VMI March 26 through March
28. Col. Willard W. Neel, advisor to the cadet chapter of
the ASME, will handle arrangements for the meeting.
❖ April 9th will mark the annual Marshall Day event on the
parade ground. Many Armed Forces displays, equipment,
weapons, vehicles and helicopter aircraft will be available for
viewing throughout the day. Col. Woodson A. Sadler, Jr.,
VMI Class of 1966, lecturer in mechanical engineering and
director of development for the Marshall Foundation,
coordinates this effort.
❖ “Dusk, on Easter’s Eve,” a poem written by Lt. Col. Mary
W. Balazs, associate professor of English, won third place in
a national poetry contest sponsored by the California
Federation of Chaparral Poets. Another poem, “Mable Graff’s
Child” another poem appears in the current issue of Crucible,
a literary magazine of poetry and fiction edited and produced
by the Department of English at Barton College in Wilson, N.C.
❖Paul Barron, USMC (Ret.), Capt. Bryce Meyer, USAF, and
Maj. David Hess, head of media services for VMI, have tackled
the challenge of the information age in AS 214, Information
Leadership: Digital Literacy in the Networked World, a class
for Air Force ROTC cadets who are not seeking active-duty
commissions. In the course, cadets learn how to use the
Internet for research, employment, information management,
and other real-world skills. As part of the project, cadets in
the class will build on-line resumes that can be published on
the Internet and updated for prospective employers
instantaneously.
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PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE
VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE
LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA 24450-0304

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday, 15 March:
Pre-registration begins.
Cadet NCO selection Board (March 15-18).
Friday, 19 March:
Spring FTX (March 19 - March 23).
Tuesday, 23 March:
4 p.m.
Publications Board meeting.
Wednesday, 24 March:
Phi Eta Sigma induction.
Friday, 26 March:
Admissions Open House.
4:30 p.m.
Review Parade, parade ground.
Saturday, 27 March:
Admissions Open House.
Tuesday, 30 March:
8 p.m.
VMI Theatre production. See page 3 for details.
Wednesday, 31 March:
2 p.m.
Academic Board meeting, Smith Hall.
8 p.m.
VMI Theatre production. See page 3 for details.
Thursday, 1 April:
8 p.m.
VMI Theatre production. See page 3 for details.
Page 12

Friday, 2 April:
8 p.m.

VMI Theatre production. See page 3 for details.
NROTC Mess Night.

Saturday, 3 April:
8 p.m.
VMI Theatre production. See page 3 for details.
Tuesday, 6 April:
First Class dinner.
Wednesday, 7 April:
Assessment Day (no classes).
Friday, 9 April:
Admissions Open House.
Alumni Board meeting.
4:30 p.m.
Review Parade, parade ground.
AFROTC Dining Out.
Saturday, 10 April:
Admissions Open House.
Alumni Board meeting.
Annual Physics Zone 4 meeting.
Monday, 12 April:
Promaji Club Award Dinner.
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