EN 102

English Composition I

Course Description:
Having completed EN 101, you should have a clear understanding of the
fundamental principles of rhetoric, the expository essay, and writing as a process. EN
102 will build on that foundation by helping you learn to craft a defensible argumentative
thesis and to synthesize and integrate the ideas of others into your own writing. This
course will introduce methods and strategies of conducting research, including how to
identify, locate, and evaluate secondary sources of information, as well as how to
ethically incorporate and document material from secondary sources.
As part of the core curriculum, first-year composition courses encourage active
learning and are conducted as writing workshops in which you will regularly meet in
small groups to discuss and respond in writing to challenging readings, as well as drafts
of one another’s essays. In addition to participating in these workshops, you will
frequently meet with the instructor in individual conferences to discuss your writing at
various stages of the drafting process. Such training helps prepare you not only for
successful academic and professional lives but also for full participation in your lives as
educated citizens.
The goals of the first-year composition sequence are:
Analyze the audience, occasion, and purpose of a rhetorical situation in order to
formulate a response to an idea or problem.
Generate ideas through both discovery and consultation of a variety of sources.
Develop ideas fully, offering compelling support and evidence for assertions or
conclusions.
Organize ideas coherently, integrating sources effectively and documenting them
appropriately.
Edit writing for clarity, precision, and stylistic effectiveness.
Proofread writing to ensure grammatical and mechanical correctness.
Required Texts and Materials:
Barnet and Bedau, Current Issues and Enduring Questions (7th edition)
Keene and Adams, Easy Access (4th ed., 2006)
Merriam-Webster College Dictionary (10th edition)
In addition, please purchase a large folder in which you will keep all of your written work
(graded and ungraded) throughout the semester.

Evaluation:
Final course grades will be based on evaluations of primary essays [90%] and the quality
of your contribution to the class throughout the semester [10%]. The latter category
includes your regular daily assignments, your thorough preparation for each class
meeting, and your oral and written contributions to class discussions, small group work,
and peer consultation sessions.
Each of the final essays will be submitted with the rough draft, revised draft, and
completed peer consultation sheets. Up to 15 points of the essay’s final grade may be
deducted if any of these preliminary components are missing.
You must submit all of the major papers in order to be eligible to pass this course.
Letter grades assigned to written work are equal to the following numerical scores:
A+, A, AB+, B, BC+, C, CD+, D, DF

=
=
=
=
=

99, 95, 90
89, 85, 80
79, 75, 70
69, 65, 60
50

Please note: As stipulated in the VMI Catalogue, a minimum final grade of C in EN 101
is required for eligibility to enroll in EN 102. This requirement was established to ensure
every cadet’s fundamental competence in written communication.
Policies and Procedures:
1. Work for Grade. Please see attached statements of Institute and EN/FA “Work for
Grade” policies.
2. Attendance. Your attendance at every regularly scheduled class meeting or
conference is expected. Each absence after the third will reduce your final course
grade by a full letter. A missed conference will be reported as an academic delinquency
or a regular class absence. If you miss more than 30% of the classes, however legitimate
your excuses, you cannot pass the course.
3. Preparation. The workshop format of this course demands thoughtful advance
preparation and your presence in class. On the days that readings are assigned, I will
expect that you have read the work closely and are prepared to take an active part in our
conversation. On the days that peer consultation sessions are scheduled, I will expect that
you have prepared a complete draft of the essay so that you can benefit fully from the
advice that your classmates and I have to offer.
4. Assignment schedule. We will follow the syllabus as closely as possible, but
depending on our group’s progress and need, there will be occasional changes which will
be announced both in class and in writing. You are responsible for knowing about
assignments whether or not you were present when they were announced. I will often
begin class by asking you to affirm that you have carefully completed the day’s

assignment(s). If you are unable to do so, you will be excused to go to the library to
complete the work, and a zero will be recorded for that day’s classwork grade. This is
absolutely without exception. Each zero after the second one will reduce your final
grade for class contribution by 5 points.
5. Late Work. I collect assignments at the beginning of the period they are due. If you
obtain permission at least 24 hours in advance, you may submit work after this initial
collection, but with a penalty of one letter grade for each day (24-hour period, weekends
included) that it is late. If you know you will be absent because of Institute-related
business on the day an assignment is due, you must submit the work in advance. See me
in advance for exceptions.
Plan to print all your work well in advance of our meetings. Expect that, at some
time during the term, the computer equipment you are using will fail to produce an
acceptable copy to bring to class, so allow plenty of time to remedy such problems before
an assignment is due. I will find it difficult to be understanding when last-minute
computer-related catastrophes prevent you from turning in work on time.
6. Manuscript Preparation. Unless I tell you otherwise, in preparing all drafts, adhere
to the manuscript guidelines given in the appendix to Easy Access. This includes a
correctly prepared cover sheet.
7. Conferences. We will meet in conference to discuss drafts of your essays a minimum
of three times during the semester.
8. My contact information and office hours: I hope that you’ll feel free to come and
talk with me throughout the semester, whether you’d like to continue a conversation that
began in class or explore a new idea for your next essay. If my posted office hours
conflict with your schedule, please let me know and we’ll arrange some other mutually
convenient time.
Office:
Telephone: 464-7240 EN/FA Dept.
E-mail address:
Office hours: 1-3 Monday and Wednesday; Tuesday and Thursday 9:00-11:00; and
other times by appointment

Schedule for Essay #1
Strategies for Reading and Analyzing Arguments
This is a basic map of where we are headed. You are responsible for noting any changes
as these are announced. If you are absent, check with a classmate (or two) to see what
exactly you must prepare for the next class. Not knowing is never an excuse for being
unprepared.
All homework, including discussion questions, must be typed or word-processed.
Key:

CI = Current Issues and Enduring Questions
EA = Easy Access

W

1.11

Course overview; invention session for “Writing with Sources”

F

1.13

First writing sample, “Writing with Sources,” due
“Critical Reading: Getting Started” (CI 30-41)
Jacoby, “A First Amendment Junkie” (CI 41-45)

M

1.16

Summarizing arguments: Lawrence, “On Racist Speech” (CI 51-55)
Answer in writing questions 1-3 on page 55

W

1.18

Analyzing Assumptions: Gardner, “Test for Aptitude, Not for Speed” (CI
23-24; ); Ravitch, “In Defense of Testing” (CI 26-27; answer question #1)

Technology and Society
F

1.20

Structuring Your Own Argument: “A Philosopher’s View: The Toulmin
Model” (CI 323-328) “A Model Analysis Using the Toulmin Method” (CI
328-331)

M

1.23

Censorship: Should Public Libraries Filter Internet Sites? Burt, “Yes,
Install Filters” and Kranich, “No, Do Not Install Filters” (CI 545-548)

W

1.25

Cell Phones: Should Their Use While Driving Be Prohibited?
(CI 542-544)
Receive Topics for Essay #1
Workshop: Invention session

F

1.27

One-page proposal (including a detailed explanation of audience,
occasion, purpose, message, and one external secondary source) due

M

1.30

Individual conferences with instructor

T

1.31

Individual conferences with instructor

W

2.1

Complete draft of Essay #1 due (Writer: Bring 3 copies)
Workshop: Responding to Writing in Progress

F

2.3

Revised Draft of Essay #1 and Completed Peer Consultation responses
due (Writer brings original copy of essay and peer
consultants bring printed drafts and completed written responses)

M

2.6

Essay #1 due; in-class presentations
Sign up for Grading Conferences

Essay #1
Language, Technology, and Society
Develop the following topic in an essay of 3-5 typed pages. Be sure to craft a clear
rhetorical situation—occasion, audience, purpose, and message—for the essay. You
must incorporate carefully selected passages from both the primary text and one
secondary source to advance your argument, following MLA guidelines for parenthetical
citations and a “Works Cited” page. Final drafts must conform to the guidelines for
written work printed in the appendix to Easy Access. Follow the drafting schedule on the
course syllabus, and be sure to ask if you have questions.
***
1.

In his essay, “On Racist Speech,” Charles Lawrence argues that “the
university’s responsibility for ensuring that these students receive an equal
educational opportunity provides a compelling justification for regulations
that ensure them safe passage in all common areas” (48). Join the
conversation about the regulation of expression on college campuses by
writing an essay in which you advance a specific claim supported by effective
reasoning. Here are some avenues to consider:
Do you know of similar codes governing hate speech (or other forms of
expression) on some campuses? Do you support their use? What concerns do
you have?
Do cadets at VMI enjoy “safe passage in all common areas”? Or are there
common areas on Post where there are forms of expression (oral, visual, or
textual) that might be considered offensive by some students? What concerns do
you have?
What policies govern students’ use of e-mail (or the Internet) on different college
campuses? Investigate the “fair use” policies to see what authority campus
officials have for monitoring electronic communication by students. What
concerns do you have?

2.

We read arguments for and against the regulation of cell phone use, which
were published on the Congressional Quarterly’s website www.cq.com in
March 2001. Do some reading to see how this conversation has evolved in
recent years. Are the points at issue the same? Have more states chosen to
implement regulations against cell phone use while driving? How many
require hands-free use? How effective are such laws? Does the debate about
cell phone use on airplanes raise new concerns? Enter into the debate about
cell phone use by writing an argumentative essay in which you seek to further
the conversation about any one of these concerns.

3.

We read arguments for and against the regulation of Internet filtering software
in public libraries. To regulate access to the Internet on home computers,
parents use similar kinds of software. Write an argumentative essay in which
you seek to further the conversation about the use of Internet filtering software
either at home or in public institutions.

4.

In consultation with me, design a topic of your own. I must approve the
proposal before you begin drafting the essay.
***

Important Dates:
F 1.27
One-page proposal due, along with hard copy of secondary source
(complete with publication information)
M 1.30

Individual Conferences with Instructor

T 1.31

Individual Conferences with Instructor

W 2.1

Complete draft of Essay #1 (writers bring 3 copies)

Th 2.2

Electronic Exchange: Revised draft of Essay #1 due to peer assigned peer
consultation group (and copied to instructor) by 1800

F 2.3

Revised draft of Essay #1 and completed peer consultation sheets due
(Writer brings original copy of essay and peer consultants bring printed
drafts and completed peer written responses)

M 2.6

Essay #1 due; in-class presentations

