EN 101

English Composition I

Course Description:
In EN 101, you will study the fundamental principles of rhetoric, develop the ability to
think, read, and write critically, and refine your writing strategies and behaviors. You will be
introduced to writing as a process, including such essential practices as invention, arrangement,
and revision. You will write primarily expository essays to practice advancing ideas logically to
a particular audience for a specific occasion to achieve a clear purpose. By defining these
elements of the rhetorical situation for writing, you will cultivate a clear voice and presence in
your writing as you strive to communicate your ideas to others.
As part of the core curriculum, first-year composition courses encourage active learning
and are conducted as writing workshops in which you will regularly meet in small groups to
discuss and respond in writing to challenging readings, as well as drafts of one another’s essays.
In addition to participating in these workshops, you will frequently meet with the instructor in
individual conferences to discuss your writing at various stages of the drafting process. Such
training helps prepare you not only for successful academic and professional lives but also for
full participation in your lives as educated citizens.
The goals of the first-year composition sequence are:
Analyze the audience, occasion, and purpose of a rhetorical situation in order to formulate
a response to an idea or problem.
Generate ideas through both discovery and consultation of a variety of sources.
Develop ideas fully, offering compelling support and evidence for assertions or
conclusions.
Organize ideas coherently, integrating sources effectively and documenting them
appropriately.
Edit writing for clarity, precision, and stylistic effectiveness.
Proofread writing to ensure grammatical and mechanical correctness.
Required Texts and Materials:
Hirschberg, Reflections on Language (1999)
Keene and Adams, Easy Access (4th ed., 2007)
Merriam-Webster College Dictionary (10th edition)
In addition, please purchase a large folder in which you will keep all of your written work
(graded and ungraded) throughout the semester.
Evaluation:
Final course grades will be based on evaluations of primary essays [90%] and the quality of your
contribution to the class throughout the semester [10%]. The latter category includes your
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regular daily assignments, your thorough preparation for each class meeting, and your oral and
written contributions to class discussions, small group work, and peer consultation sessions.
Each of the final essays will be submitted with the rough draft, revised draft, and completed peer
consultation sheets. Up to 15 points of the essay’s final grade may be deducted if any of these
preliminary components are missing.
You must submit all of the major papers in order to be eligible to pass this course.
Letter grades assigned to written work are equal to the following numerical scores:
A+, A, AB+, B, BC+, C, CD+, D, DF

=
=
=
=
=

99, 95, 90
89, 85, 80
79, 75, 70
69, 65, 60
50

Please note: As stipulated in the VMI Catalogue, a minimum final grade of C in EN 101 is
required for eligibility to enroll in EN 102. This requirement was established to ensure every
cadet’s fundamental competence in written communication.
Policies and Procedures:
1. Work for Grade. Please see attached statements of Institute and EN/FA “Work for Grade”
policies.
2. Attendance. Your attendance at every regularly scheduled class meeting or conference is
expected. Each absence after the third will reduce your final course grade by a full letter. A
missed conference will be reported as an academic delinquency or a regular class absence. If you
miss more than 30% of the classes, however legitimate your excuses, you cannot pass the course.
3. Preparation. The workshop format of this course demands thoughtful advance preparation
and your presence in class. On the days that readings are assigned, I will expect that you have
read the work closely and are prepared to take an active part in our conversation. On the days that
peer consultation sessions are scheduled, I will expect that you have prepared a complete draft of
the essay so that you can benefit fully from the advice that your classmates and I have to offer.
4. Assignment schedule. We will follow the syllabus as closely as possible, but depending on
our group’s progress and need, there will be occasional changes which will be announced both in
class and in writing. You are responsible for knowing about assignments whether or not you
were present when they were announced. I will often begin class by asking you to affirm that
you have carefully completed the day’s assignment(s). If you are unable to do so, you will be
excused to go to the library to complete the work, and a zero will be recorded for that day’s
classwork grade. This is absolutely without exception. Each zero after the second one will
reduce your final grade for class contribution by 5 points.
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5. Late Work. I collect assignments at the beginning of the period they are due. If you obtain
permission at least 24 hours in advance, you may submit work after this initial collection, but
with a penalty of one letter grade for each day (24-hour period, weekends included) that it is
late. If you know you will be absent because of Institute-related business on the day an
assignment is due, you must submit the work in advance. See me in advance for exceptions.
Plan to print all your work well in advance of our meetings. Expect that, at some time
during the term, the computer equipment you are using will fail to produce an acceptable copy to
bring to class, so allow plenty of time to remedy such problems before an assignment is due. I
will find it difficult to be understanding when last-minute computer-related catastrophes prevent
you from turning in work on time.
6. Manuscript Preparation. Unless I tell you otherwise, in preparing all drafts, adhere to the
manuscript guidelines given in the appendix to Easy Access. This includes a correctly prepared
cover sheet.
7. Conferences. We will meet in conference to discuss drafts of your essays a minimum of
three times during the semester.
8. My contact information and office hours: I hope that you’ll feel free to come and talk with
me throughout the semester, whether you’d like to continue a conversation that began in class or
explore a new idea for your next essay. If my posted office hours conflict with your schedule,
please let me know and we’ll arrange some other mutually convenient time.
Office:
Telephone: 464-7240 (department)
E-mail address:
Office hours: 1-3 Monday and Wednesday; Tuesday and Thursday 9:00-11:00; and other times
by appointment
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WORK FOR GRADE POLICY
Development of the spirit as well as the skills of academic inquiry is central to the mission of
VMI’s Academic Program. As a community of scholars, posing questions and seeking answers,
we invariably consult and build upon the ideas, discoveries, and products of others who have
wrestled with related issues and problems before us. We are obligated ethically and in many
instances legally to acknowledge the sources of all borrowed material that we use in our own
work. This is the case whether we find that material in conventional resources, such as the
library or cyberspace, or discover it in other places like conversations with our peers.
Academic integrity requires the full and proper documentation of any material that is not original
with us. It is therefore a matter of honor. To misrepresent someone else’s words, ideas, images,
data, or other intellectual property as one’s own is stealing, lying, and cheating all at once.
Because the offense of improper or incomplete documentation is so serious, and the
consequences so potentially grave, the following policies regarding work for grade have been
adopted as a guide to cadets and faculty in upholding the Honor Code under which all VMI
cadets live:
1)

Cadets' responsibilities

"Work for grade" is defined as any work presented to an instructor for a formal grade or
undertaken in satisfaction of a requirement for successful completion of a course or degree
requirement. All work submitted for grade is considered the cadet's own work. "Cadet's own
work" means that he or she has composed the work from his or her general accumulation of
knowledge and skill except as clearly and fully documented and that it has been composed
especially for the current assignment. No work previously submitted in any course at VMI or
elsewhere will be resubmitted or reformatted for submission in a current course without the
specific approval of the instructor.
In all work for grade, failure to distinguish between the cadet’s own work and ideas and the work
and ideas of others is known as plagiarism. Proper documentation clearly and fully identifies
the sources of all borrowed ideas, quotations, or other assistance. The cadet is referred to the
VMI-authorized handbook for rules concerning quotations, paraphrases, and documentation.
In all written work for grade, the cadet must include the words "HELP RECEIVED"
conspicuously on the document, and he or she must then do one of two things: (1) state “none,”
meaning that no help was received except as documented in the work; or (2) explain in detail the
nature of the help received. In oral work for grade, the cadet must make the same declaration
before beginning the presentation. Admission of help received may result in a lower grade but
will not result in prosecution for an honor violation.
Cadets are prohibited from discussing the contents of a quiz/exam until it is returned to them or
final course grades are posted. This enjoinder does not imply that any inadvertent expression or
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behavior that might indicate one’s feeling about the test should be considered a breach of honor.
The real issue is whether cadets received information, not available to everyone else in the class,
which would give them an unfair advantage. If a cadet inadvertently gives or receives
information, the incident must be reported to the professor and the Honor Court.
Each cadet bears the responsibility for familiarizing himself or herself thoroughly with the
policies stated in this section, with any supplementary statement regarding work for grade
expressed by the academic department in which he or she is taking a course, and with any special
conditions provided in writing by the professor for a given assignment. If there is any doubt or
uncertainty about the correct interpretation of a policy, the cadet should consult the instructor of
the course. There should be no confusion, however, on the basic principle that it is never
acceptable to submit someone else’s work, written or otherwise, formally graded or not, as one’s
own.
The violation by a cadet of any of these policies will, if he or she is found guilty by the Honor
Court, result in his or her being dismissed from VMI. Neither ignorance nor professed confusion
about the correct interpretation of these policies is an excuse.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH AND FINE ARTS
STATEMENT OF POLICY CONCERNING WORK FOR GRADE
The following points apply to work done for courses taught in the Department of English and
Fine Arts:
1. Tutoring
Unless directed otherwise in writing by the instructor, Cadets may receive critical comments*
from tutors on written assignments provided they explain the exact nature of this assistance in
their Help Received statements. Cadets may seek assistance from tutors in both understanding
course material and preparing for tests, and they do not need to cite this help in their Help
Received statements.
2. Peer Collaboration
Unless directed otherwise in writing by the instructor, Cadets may receive critical comments*
from peers on written assignments provided they explain the exact nature of this assistance in
their Help Received statements. Cadets may seek assistance from peers in both understanding
course material and preparing for tests, and they do not need to cite this help in their Help
Received statements.
3. Computer Aids
Cadets may use electronic spelling, style, and grammar checkers, and they do not have to cite this
assistance in their Help Received statements.
4. Documentation Format
Cadets must use the MLA (Modern Language Association) documentation format when writing
essays for courses in this department.
_______________________________
*Definitions from the VMI Work for Grade Policy:
“Offering critical comments means giving general advice on such matters as organization, thesis
development, support for assertions, and patterns of errors. It does not include proofreading or
editing.
Proofreading means correcting errors (e.g., in spelling, grammar, and punctuation). It is the last
step taken by the writer in the editing process. In addition to the corrections made in
proofreading, editing includes making such changes as the addition, deletion, or reordering of
paragraphs, phrases, sentences, or words. A cadet may not have his or her work proofread or
edited by someone other than the instructor.”

7

EN 101
I have read, understand, and agree to follow the policies set forth in the syllabus for this section
of EN 101, including the Institute and Departmental “Work for Grade” policies.

____________________________________________________________
signature

__________________________________________________________
printed name

___________________________________________
date
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Schedule for Essay #1
Coming to Language
This is a basic map of where we are headed. You are responsible for noting any changes as these
are announced. If you are absent, check with a classmate (or two) to see what exactly you must
prepare for the next class. Not knowing is never an excuse for being unprepared.
All homework, including discussion questions, must be typed or word-processed.
Key:

RL = Reflections on Language
EA = Easy Access

T

8.29

Course overview; invention session for “Myself as a Writer”

Th

8.31

“Myself as a Writer” due
“Introduction” (RL xxvii-xxxix)
“Acquiring Language” (RL 1-2)

T

9.5

“The Language Faculty” (RL 9-16; answer question #5)

Th

9.7

“Genespeak” (RL 17-23; answer question #5)
“The Flesh of Language” (RL 102-107; answer question #3)

T

9.12

“Thinking in Pictures” (RL 127-131; answer question #5)
“The Writing Process” (EA, 2-19)
Receive Topics for Essay #1
Workshop: Invention session

Th

9.14

“Revising” (EA 20-44) & review of Institute and Departmental “Work for Grade”
Due: Introductory paragraph(s), including explicit audience, occasion, purpose,
and thesis for Essay #1 (writers bring 3 copies)
Workshop: Responding to Writing in Progress (sample student essay and drafts
of introductory paragraphs)

T

9.19

Complete draft of Essay #1 due (Writers bring original copy and peer consultants
bring printed draft and completed peer consultation sheets)
Workshop: Peer consultation on Global Concerns (rhetorical situation, thesis,
organization, and development)

W

9.20

Due: Revised draft of Essay #1 (Writer: Bring 2 copies and 2 concerns for global
revision)
Required Individual Conferences with Instructor as scheduled (SS 232)

Th

9.21

Due: Revised draft of Essay #1 (Writer: Bring 2 copies and 2 concerns for global
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revision)
Required Individual Conferences with Instructor as scheduled (SS 232)
F

9.22

Due: Revised draft of Essay #1 (Writer: Bring 2 copies and 2 concerns for global
revision)
Required Individual Conferences with Instructor as scheduled (SS 232)

M

9.25

Due before 4 p.m.: Second Revised draft of Essay #1 to assigned peer
consultants via e-mail attachment (copy message to mcdonaldcr@vmi.edu)

T

9.26

Due: Second revised draft of Essay #1 due (Writer brings original copy. Peer
consultants bring completed peer consultation sheet and printed essay for each
classmate.)
Workshop: Peer consultation on Local Concerns (sentence clarity, grammatical
and mechanical correctness)

Th

9.28

Essay #1 due; in-class presentations
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Essay #1: Coming to Language
Choose one of the following topics to develop in an essay of about 2-3 typed pages. Be sure to
craft a complete rhetorical situation for the topic you select: audience, occasion, purpose, and
message.
Final drafts must conform to the guidelines for written work. Follow the drafting schedule on the
course syllabus, and be sure to ask if you have questions.
***
1.
Noam Chomsky discusses the ways in which human beings acquire language. Consider
your own early experiences learning language. Did you ever have to struggle? Did you pay any
kind of price for what you “earned”? Or was attention to language (reading and/or writing) an
important part of your environment and upbringing? Write an essay exploring significant
features of the way you acquired reading and writing skills.
2.
In her essay, “Thinking in Pictures,” Temple Grandin describes the unique challenges she
has faced in learning language as a result of autism. In a more general sense, have you ever had
an experience in which you felt you lacked the language skills, oral or written, that you needed in
order to communicate effectively? It may have been any kind of occasion: a college interview,
writing a difficult letter to a friend or relative, expressing your ideas aloud in class, etc. Isolate a
specific and substantial experience. Then, write an essay analyzing this particular situation—
how you felt, what perhaps caused that feeling, and how you solved or coped with the problem.
3.
An article published in the newspaper, Scotland on Sunday, in July 2005 reported that
“new research by the Federation of Children’s Book Groups (FCBG) shows that JK Rowling’s
storytelling [author of the Harry Potter series] has had a major impact on literacy and reading
habits in the UK.” In the U.S., the development of Oprah Winfrey’s Book Club greatly advanced
the campaign to enhance public literacy by promoting reading as a pleasurable activity. Write an
essay in which you explore this, or some other, recent “phenomenon” that has re-ignited
Americans’ desire or inclination to improve their own literacy skills--to read, write, speak, or
listen. (Alternatively, write an essay in which you explore the way in which some person, book,
or event sparked your desire to improve your literacy skills—to read, write, speak, or listen.)
4.
In consultation with me, design your own topic related to one (or more) of ideas raised by
the readings and/or our discussions in this unit. You must clear the idea with me before our
class meeting on Tuesday, September 19.
Schedule of Deadlines:
Th

9.14

Due: Introductory paragraph(s), including explicit audience, occasion, purpose,
and thesis for Essay #1 (writers bring 3 copies)
Workshop: Responding to Writing in Progress (sample student essay and drafts
of introductory paragraphs)
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T

9.19

Complete draft of Essay #1 due (Writers bring original copy and peer consultants
bring printed draft and completed peer consultation sheets)
Workshop: Peer consultation on Global Concerns (rhetorical situation, thesis,
organization, and development)

W

9.20

Due: Revised draft of Essay #1 (Writer: Bring 2 copies and 2 concerns for global
revision)
Required Individual Conferences with Instructor as scheduled (SS 232)

Th

9.21

Due: Revised draft of Essay #1 (Writer: Bring 2 copies and 2 concerns for global
revision)
Required Individual Conferences with Instructor as scheduled (SS 232)

F

9.22

Due: Revised draft of Essay #1 (Writer: Bring 2 copies and 2 concerns for global
revision)
Required Individual Conferences with Instructor as scheduled (SS 232)

M

9.25

Due before 4 p.m.: Second Revised draft of Essay #1 to assigned peer
consultants via e-mail attachment (copy message to mcdonaldcr@vmi.edu)

T

9.26

Due: Second revised draft of Essay #1 due (Writer brings original copy. Peer
consultants bring completed peer consultation sheet and printed essay for each
classmate.)
Workshop: Peer consultation on Local Concerns (sentence clarity, grammatical
and mechanical correctness)

Th

9.28

Essay #1 due; in-class presentations

