


· Potomac Supply Corporation, Kinsale, Virginia

· Wood shavings fuel the boilers that generate heat for drying kilns  

· Bassett Furniture Industries, Bassett, VA

· Wood fired boilers with coal backup generate  steam to provide                                        
heat for both the facility and the drying kilns. 

· Wellborn Cabinet, Inc. Plant 1, Atkins, VA

· Wood fired boilers provide steam for drying kilns.  

· Hooker Furniture Corp., Roanoke Plant, Roanoke, VA

· A cofiring wood/coal boiler is used to partially                                                                
provide steam for the drying kilns.  

· Webb Furniture Enterprises, Inc., Galax, VA

· Two plants use  wood fired boilers to                                                                                      
generate steam for its lumber drying kilns

· Vaughn Furniture Company, Galax, VA

· A wood fired boiler and co-firing wood/coal boiler generate steam for kilns and drying 
ovens.  

· Ethan Allen, Operations Inc., Dublin, VA

· Three wood fired boilers generate steam for drying kilns.  



·Piedmont Geriatric 
Hospital is a state owned 
and operated facility that 
produces its own steam 
for heating and hot water 
using a converted coal-
fired boiler.  In 2008, the 
hospital transitioned 
from burning sawdust to 
native warm season 
grasses.



Augusta Correctional Center

ÅAnnual steam production: 4,030,829 LBS of 

Saturated Steam

Å Total annual tons of saw dust: 8958 Tons

ÅAverage annual fuel price per Ton: $ 30.00

Å Total average annual cost: $ 268,740.00

ÅApprox Square Footage: 312,000 SQFT

Å 841 total acres.

ÅAverage Population: 1,000

Å Provide 125lbs of saturated steam 24 hrs a day for 

hot water, heat, kitchen use, laundry, tailor shop



·1938- 1980

·Originally the University used coal in the heating plant
· Due to pollution regulation the University switched from coal to oil
·Oil prices then increased to approximately $1.00 per gallon
· During this period, the University used the coal-fired boilers upon 

occasion to save money
·Each time this happened environmental quality  officials were notified 

by the public and, in turn, demanded better pollution control 
equipment.

·1981

· Longwood requested and received permission                                    
from the Environmental Protection Agency                                      
(EPA) to experiment with the burning of wood.



Å1983

ÅTests were conducted using the 
two remaining original 1938 coal-
fired boilers. 
ÅThe results of the test indicated an 
energy savings of $163,556 
compared to using oil with 1982 
prices ($364,912.93 in 2008 Dollars).

Å1984-85

ÅWood conversion was completed 
on the two original coal boilers 1983 Test Trials



·2004

·2 remaining 1938 boilers 
converted to wood-fire 
were replaced with 1 
(ÕÒÓÔ Ȱ(ÙÂÒÉÄȱ ×ÏÏÄ-
fired boiler

New Wood-Fired Boiler

Ash collection trailer

·A trailer located beside 
the building is utilized 
to collect ash from the 
boiler to be composted


