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Accidental – A bird outside of its normal range (breeding or winter) or outside of its normal
migration route
Rare – A bird that is within its normal breeding or over-wintering range or its normal migration
route, but should not be expected to be seen in the area on a yearly basis
Unusual – A bird that is within its normal breeding or over-wintering range but is not reported
on a regular basis in the county (1-5 sightings per year)
Common – A bird that is regularly seen within the area but may not be present in large numbers
or may have a restricted distribution (Locally Common)
Abundant – A bird that is found in large numbers within the county but may have a restricted
distribution (Locally Abundant)
Transient – A bird that is seen in the area during migration or as a wandering sub-adult
Year-round – A bird that is present in the area throughout the entire year and is usually a
breeder
Summer breeder – A bird that migrates into the area and breeds during the summer
Winter migrant/resident – A bird that migrates into the area and over-winters and then leaves
in the spring
Locations
BB = Brownsburg and Bustleburg area including Route 252
BQ = Barger’s Quarry
BRP 1 = Blue Ridge Parkway between mileposts 28 and 45 (Route 56 and Route 60)
BRP 2 = Blue Ridge Parkway between mileposts 45 and 64 (Route 60 and the James River)
BRP AO = Blue Ridge Parkway and Apple Orchard Mountain (mileposts 76 to 78)
BS = Big Spring
CT = Chessie Trail
GP = Goshen Pass
KD = Kendal Retirement community
LEX = Lexington
LM = Lake Merriweather at Goshen Pass
LR = Lake Robertson
LT = Locher Tract
MF = McCormick’s Farm
MR = Maury River
NM = North Mountain
OFRP = Old Farm Road Pond
PQ = Quarry at the Ponds
RB = Rockbridge Baths area
RC = Rockbridge County in general
SR = South River
WL = Willow Lake
Notes:
Cameron’s Pond, which was located near the current Rockbridge County High School, drained
naturally in 19??.

Womeldorf Farm ponds are located just outside of Lexington in the new, Pond’s housing
development.
Lake Robertson and Lake Merriweather were created after Murray published his account of the
Birds of Rockbridge County.

Passeriformes: Alaudidae
Larks
(All photos: Larks, Martins, and Swallows )
Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris):
Occurrence: Year-round resident/breeder with some winter migrants.
Dates: Year-round
Locations: RC
History: There are thirteen records of Horned Larks in the area. There is, most
likely, a resident breeding population with some migrants coming to the area
during the winter. During the winter of 2009-10 that had a significant snow fall
and snow remained on the ground for several weeks, a flock of 40-50 birds was
seen outside of Fairfield. During the 2010 CBC, 35 individuals were located in pastures near
Sunrise Stables. Horned Larks have been reported on 48 of 84 CBC, and their numbers are
sporadic suggesting periodic influxes. Murray reports nests from 12 March (1935) to 14 May
(1934).
Status: Uncommon resident and could be seen in the area especially during the winter.
Photo: Sunrise Stables, 26 December 2009.
For additional photos: Horned Lark

Passeriformes: Hirundinidae
Martins and Swallows
Purple Martin (Progne subis):
Occurrence: Summer breeder and transient in the area.
Dates: May and August
Locations: WL, northern RC
History: There have been a number of recent sightings of Purple
Martins in the area. There is a small colony north of Fairfield,
VA, at a home with martin houses. Most of the recent records are
from Willow Lake. On 9 June 2009 a flock of about 20 birds was
seen on the lake, on 4 August 2009 two individuals were found,
and during August 2011 individuals were regularly seen at the
lake. Both of these sightings probably represent post-nesting dispersal and early migration. Alex
Merritt reports finding six Purple Martins along South River near Cornwall on 16 May 2009, one
individual near Fairfield on 12 May 2010, and one individual near Rockbridge Baths on 22
August 2009. Murray reports Purple Martins as rare. He notes that three breeding colonies were
present in the county up until 1935 and that after 1940 only three sightings were reported.
Status: Locally common breeder and transient.
Photo: Willow Lake, 9 July 2012.
For additional photos: Purple Martin

Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor):
Occurrence: Summer resident/breeder
Dates: Early March through late October
Location: RC
History: Tree Swallows are, now, a common summer resident. Tree
Swallows arrive in early March (the earliest arrival date of 1 March 2007
at the Blue Ridge Parkway and the James River and 23 March 2004 at
Balcony Falls). Breeding pairs are seen commonly throughout the county
especially at Bluebird boxes. A flock of tree swallows were seen on 23
October 2004 at Willow Lake. The late record is from Willow Lake on 29
October 2011. Murray considers Tree Swallows as transients with 24
March to 15 May migration dates and 5 August to 19 October fall
migration dates. Clearly, their status has changed since Murray’s book
was published.
Status: Common summer resident and breeder and should be seen in the
area
Photo: McCormick’s Farm, 15 June 2009.
For additional photos: Tree Swallow

Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis):
Occurrence: Summer resident/breeder
Dates: Mid-April through September
Locations: BRP at JR, GP, SR, MR, BS
History: Rough-winged Swallows are locally common in the
area. There has been a colony under the Guy’s Run bridge on
Rt. 39 west of Goshen Pass, a group on South River near its
confluence with the Maury, in Glasgow along the Maury near
its confluence with the James River, and on Willow Lake.
The earliest arrival date in the county is 20 March 2009 at
Big Spring. Murray considers Rough-winged Swallows to be
common summer residents arriving 24 March (1952) and
departing 9 September. Nests were located in 1931, 1941, and 1953.
Status: Common summer resident/breeder and should be seen in the area.
Photo: Willow Lake, 13 June 2011 by Lucy Rowe.
For additional photos: Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia):
Occurrence: Summer resident/breeder
Dates: April through September
Locations:
History: An uncommon summer resident that is locally abundant. Bank Swallows arrive in
early to mid April with the earliest arrival date 9 April 2000 along the Chessie Trail near
Lexington. In the 1990’s there were several pairs (colony) at VMI near the football stadium.
The colony no longer exists. Murray reports only two spring records, 29 April 1948 at
Cameron’s Pond and 20 May 1952 at Womeldorf Pond. He notes five fall records 14-15
September 1935, 28 August and 2 September 1936 and 9 September 1940.
Status: Uncommon summer resident that could be seen in the area.

Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota):
Occurrence: Summer resident/breeder
Dates: Late March through October
Locations: WL, BRP at JR
History: There is a large colony of Cliff Swallows under
the Blue Ridge Parkway Bridge over the James River. A
colony has been recently established on the bridge over
the Maury River outside of Glasgow. There were
approximately 25 nests during the summer of 2011. In
addition, a colony has been present at the bridge over
Hays Creek along Hays Creek Rd. north of Rockbridge
Baths, VA for about 10 years. A large flock was seen at
Willow Lake on 5 September 2009. Cliff Swallows have
been reported along the Maury River near Turkey Hill on
19 April 2009 and near Rockbridge Baths on 5 May 2010.
The earliest arrival for Cliff Swallows is 29 March 2003
with early to mid April as a more common arrival time.
The latest occurrence is 10 October 2010 (two individuals seen at Willow Lake). Murray
considers Cliff Swallows to be localized summer residents and uncommon. He notes residence
between 20 April and 21 September. Murray notes records of several breeding colonies in the
area and several previous colony sites. None of these breeding sites have been confirmed as
being active.
Status: Locally common summer resident and breeder and should be seen in the area.
Photo: Blue Ridge Parkway at the James River, 30 May 2010.
For additional photos: Cliff Swallow

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica):
Occurrence: Summer resident/breeder
Dates: Early April through September
Locations: RC
History: Barn Swallows are common throughout the county
and are seen frequently beginning in the second week of April.
Large colonies have been found at a barn on Route 39 near
Rockbridge Baths and at the Interstate 64 bridge on North
Mountain. Barn Swallows are found frequently in smaller
breeding groups throughout the county especially at farms,
along creeks, and near ponds. The earliest recent arrival date
for Barn Swallows is 30 March 2010 at Big Spring. Murray reports an early arrival date of 14
March 1946 and nests with eggs by 27 April.
Status: Locally common summer resident/breeder and should be seen in the area.
Photo: Sunrise Stables, 19 May 2010.
For additional photos: Barn Swallow

