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Accidental – A bird outside of its normal range (breeding or winter) or outside of its normal
migration route
Rare – A bird that is within its normal breeding or over-wintering range or its normal migration
route, but should not be expected to be seen in the area on a yearly basis
Unusual – A bird that is within its normal breeding or over-wintering range but is not reported
on a regular basis in the county (1-5 sightings per year)
Common – A bird that is regularly seen within the area but may not be present in large numbers
or may have a restricted distribution (Locally Common)
Abundant – A bird that is found in large numbers within the county but may have a restricted
distribution (Locally Abundant)
Transient – A bird that is seen in the area during migration or as a wandering sub-adult
Year-round – A bird that is present in the area throughout the entire year and is usually a
breeder
Summer breeder – A bird that migrates into the area and breeds during the summer
Winter migrant/resident – A bird that migrates into the area and over-winters and then leaves
in the spring
Locations
BB = Brownsburg and Bustleburg area including Route 252
BQ = Barger’s Quarry
BRP 1 = Blue Ridge Parkway between mileposts 28 and 45 (Route 56 and Route 60)
BRP 2 = Blue Ridge Parkway between mileposts 45 and 64 (Route 60 and the James River)
BRP AO = Blue Ridge Parkway and Apple Orchard Mountain (mileposts 76 to 78)
BS = Big Spring
CT = Chessie Trail
GP = Goshen Pass
KD = Kendal Retirement community
LEX = Lexington
LM = Lake Merriweather at Goshen Pass
LR = Lake Robertson
LT = Locher Tract
MF = McCormick’s Farm
MR = Maury River
NM = North Mountain
OFRP = Old Farm Road Pond
PQ = Quarry at the Ponds
RB = Rockbridge Baths area
RC = Rockbridge County in general
SR = South River
WL = Willow Lake
Notes:
Cameron’s Pond, which was located near the current Rockbridge County High School, drained
naturally in 19??.

Womeldorf Farm ponds are located just outside of Lexington in the new, Pond’s housing
development.
Lake Robertson and Lake Merriweather were created after Murray published his account of the
Birds of Rockbridge County.

Caprimulgiformes:
Nighthawks and Whip-poor-wills
Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor):
Occurrence: Formerly a summer resident/breeder but now may only be a migrant
Dates: Arrival 10 April through 18 May
Locations: LEX, RC
History: Formerly, Nighthawks were considered to be summer residents and were commonly
seen over the parade ground at VMI and Lexington. Currently, there is no evidence of breeding
in the area, and Nighthawks are seen only during migration. The earliest arrival date is 10 April
1996. Murray notes arrivals between 23 April and 18 May and nests located in June and July.
Status: Uncommon migrant and no longer expected to be seen

Whip-poor-will (Caprimulgus vociferous):
Occurrence: Summer residents/breeders
Dates: Early arrival date of 22 March
1948 with birds seen and heard
through July
Locations: RC, RB, NM
History: There are several recent
records from the county: 17 April
2009, 18 April to 10 May 2009 near
Rockbridge Baths, 20 April to 4 May
2010 near Rockbridge Baths, 28 April
2007, 2 May 2007, and 18 July 2006.
Paul Moosman located a nest with
two eggs on 16 June 2011 in the Kerrs
Creek area. Murray notes that Whippoor-wills are locally common and notes an early arrival date of 22 March 1948. Formerly,
Whip-poor-wills were wide-spread throughout the county, but recently they are only heard or
seen in the forested areas especially along North Mountain and Goshen Pass.
Status: Locally uncommon summer resident and breeder and could be found in the area
Photo: Kerrs Creek area, 27June 2011
For additional photos: Whip-poor-will

Apodiformes:
Swifts and Hummingbirds
(All photos: Nighthawks, Whip-poor-wills, Swifts, Hummingbirds, and
Kingfishers )
Chimney Swift (Chaetura pelagica):
Occurrence: Summer resident/breeder
Dates: Arrival (5 April 1952 and 17 April 2004) and departure (10 October 2010 and 24 October
Location: RC
History: Chimney Swifts are common in the area. They can be seen on a regular basis
beginning in the third week of April (the earliest arrival date is 17 April 2004) until early
October (late date of 9 October 2010). Swifts are seen throughout the area with individuals
being observed at the top of Apple Orchard Mountain (4000 feet) down to the James River at the
Blue Ridge Parkway (670 feet). Murray reports arrival dates for Swifts ranging from 5 April
(1952) to 17 April and nest building beginning in May. Murray reports that swifts have been
seen as late as 24 October.
Status: Common summer resident and breeder and should be seen in the area.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris):
Occurrence: Summer resident/breeder
Dates: Early arrival date of 19 April in 1957 and 2005 and late departure
date of 2 October 2006 and 12 November 1956.
Locations: RC, BRP 1, BRP 2, WL, MF
History: Hummingbirds can be found throughout the area. Individuals
have been seen along the Blue Ridge Parkway with a nest found at
Yankee Horse Ridge pull-off (26 May 2009), in Lexington, Goshen Pass,
Willow Lake, and farms in the area. These birds arrive in late April to
early May with individuals regularly reported during the third week of
April. During September of 2010, a large number (10+) of
hummingbirds could be seen along Marl Creek at McCormick’s Farm.
Murray and I note an earliest arrival date of 19 April (1957 and 2005)
and Murray reports a departure date of 28 September (1950) and I have seen a hummingbird on 2
October (2006). He observed one individual on 12 November 1956. Murray reports that nests
were found in May in the area.
Status: Common summer resident and breeder and should be seen in the area.
Photo: McCormick’s Farm, 11 September 2010.
For additional photos: Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufur)
Occurrence: Accidental migrant
Dates: 25 September 2011
Location: Near Lexington
History: A single individual was present at a hummingbird feeder
near Lexington for one day during September, 2011. Melinda
Robinson photographed the bird, and the photographs provided
sufficient detail on tail feather morphology to conclude it was a
Rufous Hummingbird (reference: Peter Pyle, Identification Guide to
North American Birds, 1997, Slate Creek Press, Bolinas CA.).
Status: Rare and not expected in the county.
Photo: Jacob’s Ladder Rd, 25 September 2011 by Melinda Robinson.
Additional photos: Rufous Hummingbird

Coraciiformes:
Kingfishers
Belted Kingfisher (Ceryle alcyon):
Occurrence: Year-round resident/breeder
Dates: Year-round
Locations: BS, LEX, MR, SR, WL, MF, steams/creeks
and ponds in RC
History: Kingfishers are year-round residents in the area
and are found along creeks, rivers, ponds and lakes.
Sighting records occur in every month and individuals
are seen throughout the county. They have been reported
on 78 of 84 CBC and have been reported every year
since 1946. Murray notes that nests were found in midMarch and young in May.
Status: Common year-round resident/breed and should
be seen in the area.
Photo: Willow Lake, 1 August 2011.
For additional photos: Belted Kingfisher

