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       The Parsonage 
       [Belsize Park 
       London, N.W., England] 
 
       3 Feb. 65 
 
My dear Mr. Corbin, 
 
I have been ill for nearly a month, but hope now I am all right again except in strength, 
and the roast beef and pudding will soon rectify.  My last letters from home are four days 
older than yours.  I had comforted myself with the belief that you and Jack had been 
exchanged.  I think you are bound for that tailor bill whether the cape reaches you or not, 
for as I understand you ordered them to be sent and they were sent at your and not the 
tailor's risk.  Love to Jack in which Brave joins me to both.  I have refunded to R. all he 
has advanced for either of you. 
 
Yr. aft. M. Fontaine 
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      Off San Domingo 
      19 May 1865 
 
My dear Sir: 
 
We expect to be in Havana next Monday.  I have seen New York papers of 2nd.  Taking 
for true what they say this Confederacy has come to a miserable wreck.  I write this now 
for the chance of finding in Havana a vessel ready to take it away.  Brave, will go home 
from Havana, but it will take a day or two there for him to get thro' with his business.  In 
the mean time my friends will be anxious to know what I intend to do.  I do not know 
where they are.  I take the liberty of sending this to you thinking you will guess whence it 
comes, and hoping you will not consider it inconsistent with your new relations, to give it 
the proper direction. 
 
I was utterly astounded at the brick-row tumble of our armies; and at the ignoble end of 
the Confederacy  I am grieved and mortified beyond expression,  My friends will know to 
whom and to what I attribute the great calamities that have been brought upon us.  They 
need not have been.  But as gloomy as the record is, and as black as is the mirror of the 
future, now is the time to be stout and brave and to rub it bright.  The soil of Virginia has 
now for me no charms save those which memory flings around it.  At present it is red with 
blood and bitter with the tears of those who were and are very precious, and its future is 
black with misery and utterly horrid.  I have no wish to see it, and long to withdraw from it 
those who graced it, and those who made it very dear to my heart.  In my judgment the 
only course that becomes them and that is left to those noble sons and daughters who 
have graced the fall of the noble old state is expatriation.  There are too many voices 
coming up in bloody, to cry from her battlefields to admit any to tarry there now, who can 
get away.  And I go from Havana with the design of finding for them a new country, and of 
obtaining such advantages as will induce 1000s to come.  And among the first are my 
wife's brothers my own kin and our immediate friends especially such as those of 
Ridgway and others.  Please consult your friend [L.E.] upon this subject.  The discussion 
of it involves many considerations, considerations not so much of the present as of the 
future.  The future of every true hearted Virginian is a life dragged out under the yoke 
amidst secret spies and truculent informers.  Remaining on the [soil] their doom is that of 
a proscribed race. 
 
The best service that I can now make the state is to propose an asylum to which her sons 
can flee and sit under their own vines and fig trees.  Your nephew goes home over for the 
purpose of developing our plans and with the hope of seeing it received with favor by 
those whose presence and society would make us at home in any country.  My wife has a 
diamond and [chain].  They will tell her if she will consult them who I seek to plant that 



home. 
 
I wish 2 you would join me, if possible, and for several reasons - One is he is a better 
farmer than I am, and another is I shall if at all successful have more to do that I can 
attend to.  Discuss the subject frankly and freely among our own friends, but privately and 
by letter, not publically nor in print, until I have something clear and definite to propose - 
which I hope to be at least this much:- [Leave] to come into the country with our effects 
without any duties of any sort, a grant of Lands exemption for a term of years from 
taxation and military conscription & c.  Perhaps other terms more or less advantageous 
may be obtained.  In the mean time broach the subject to the two generals, big and little - 
to Will's uncles and brothers, to Jessie, to the "Squires" boys and his sisters  - to Jno. B. 
his brothers and nephews to Frank and his and their whole circle of friends - not forgetting 
mechanics of various sorts.  I hope to be ready for the pioneers to come early in the 
winter if not before.  They can make ready for a larger number to follow a few months 
later and they for a still larger number and soon.  Tell L.E. I intend to pick out a settlement 
so sickly that everybody will want the Doctor and pay him too and so healthy that the old 
people will just dry up and blow away.  Hey Ho! 
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 Important from 
 Mexico 
 
We, Maximilian, Emperor of Mexico in consideration of the sparseness of the population 
in the Mexican territory, in proportion to its extent; desiring to give to immigrants all 
possible security for property and liberty, in order that they may become good Mexicans, 
sincerely attached to their new country; and having heard the opinion of our Board of 
Colonization, do decree, as follows: 
Article 1.  Mexico is opened to immigration from all nations. 
Article 2.  Immigration agents shall be appointed, who will be paid by the government, and 
whose duty it will be to protect the arrival of the immigrants, install them on the lands 
assigned them and assist them in every possible way in establishing themselves.  These 
agents will receive the orders of an Imperial Commissioner if Immigration, specially 
appointed by us, and to whom, through our Minister of Improvement (Fomento) all 
communications relating to immigration shall be addressed. 
Article 3.  Each immigrant shall receive a duly executed title incommutable, of landed 
estate, and a certificate that it is free of mortgages. 
Article 4.  Such property shall be free from taxes for the first year, and also from duties on 
transfers of property, but only on the first sale. 
Article 5.  The immigrants may be naturalized as soon as they shall have established 
themselves as settlers. 
Article 6.  Immigrants who may desire to bring labourers with them, or induce them to 
come, in considerable numbers, of any race whatever, are authorized to do so; but those 
laborers will be subject to special protective regulations. 
Article 7.  The effects of immigrants, their working and broad animals, seeds, agricultural 
implements, machines and working tools, will enter free of custom house and transit 
duties. 
Article 8.  Immigrants are exempted from military service for five years.  But they will form 
a stationary militia, for the purpose of protecting their property and neighbourhoods. 
Article 9.  Liberty in the exercise of their respective forms of religious worship is secured 
to immigrants, by the Organic Law of the Empire. 
Article 10.  Each of our Ministers is charged with carrying out such parts of this decree as 
relate to his department. 
Given at Chapultepec on the 5th of September 1865. 
       Maximilian 
To the Minister of Improvement. 
 By the Emperor, 
 Manuel Orozco y Berra, 
 Sub-secretary, in the absence of the Minister of Improvement 
 
 ----- 



 
 
 
 Regulations 
Under article 6, of the foregoing decree, we ordain as follows: 
1.  Under the laws of the Empire, all persons of colour are free by the mere act of their 
touching Mexican territory. 
2.  They shall make contracts with the employer who has engaged, or may engage them, 
by which such employer shall bind himself to feed, clothe and lodge them, and give them 
medical attendance, and also pay them a sum of money, according to whatever 
agreements they may enter into with him, and more over he shall deposit in the savings 
bank hereinafter mentioned, for the benefit of the labourer, a sum equivalent to one fourth 
of his wages, the laborer shall on his part obligate himself to his employer to perform the 
labour for which he is employed, for a term of not less than five nor more that ten years. 
3.  The employer shall bind himself to support the children of his labourers.  In the event 
of the father's death, the employer will be regarded as the guardian of the children, and 
they will remain in his service until they become of age, on the same terms as those 
agreed on with their father. 
4.  Each labourer shall receive a book certified by the local authority, in which book his 
description, the statement of his place of labour, and a certificate of his life and habits, will 
be entered.  In the case of a change of employer, the consent of the former employer 
shall be entered in this book. 
5.  In case of the death of the employer, his heirs or whoever may acquire his estate, shall 
be bound to the labourer in the same manner in which such employer was and labourer in 
his part shall be bound towards such new proprietor, on the same terms as in his former 
contract. 
6.  In case of desertion, the labourer when arrested, shall be placed, without pay, on 
public works, until his employe presents himself to claim him.   
7.  In case of any injustice of the employer towards the labourers, he shall be brought 
before a magistrate. 
8.  Special police commissioners will watch over the execution of these  regulations, and 
officially prosecute all violators thereof. 
9.  A savings bank will be established by the government for the following objects. 
10.  The employers shall deposit in said bank, every month, for the benefit of the 
labourers, a sum equivalent to one fourth of the wages which each is entitled to, under his 
contract of employment. 
11.  The labourers can deposit, in addition, in the savings bank, in money, such sum as 
they may desire. 
12.  These deposits shall bear interest at the rate of 5 percent per annum. 
13.  At the end of his engagement, and on presentation of his book, the labourer shall 
receive the entire amount of his savings. 
14.  If at the end of his engagement the labourer wishes to leave his money in the savings 
bank, he can then receive the interest accrues, or if he wishes to leave this also, it will be 
added to his capital, and also draw interest. 
15.  In case a labourer should die intestate or without heirs, his property shall pass to the 
treasury of the government. 



Given at Chapultepec, on the 5th of September 1865.   
      Maximilian 
 
To the Minister of Improvement 
 
  By the Emperor: 
  Manuel Orozco y Berra 
  Subsecretary, in the absence of the Minister of Improvement. 
    
 
 
 Ho for         {Verso in Maury's hand} 
 Mexico 
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 The following 
 Regulations and Instructions 
have also been approved by His Majesty the Emperor.   [signed by M.F. Maury] 
 
September 11th 1865. 
 1.  The lands offered for Colonization are divided into three classes: 
 2.  1st those that are of the public domain and have never been reduced to 
cultivation: 
 3.  2nd  Those that have been more or less improved as Haciendas, the right to 
dispose of which, the Government has acquired, either by purchase or otherwise:- 
 4.  3rd  Private lands and Haciendas, the proprietors of which are disposed to offer 
them to immigrants on liberal terms for colonization.  Many Haciendas that are, or have 
been, under cultivation, may be bought on easy terms, for less that $1 per acre. 
 5.  These private Haciendas or plantations, sometimes embrace several hundred 
square miles; those of the smaller sizes often afford lands and room for a settlement of a 
dozen or more families. 
 6.  Immigrants are advised to establish themselves, at first, in settlements or 
communities, as will for mutual protection and assistance, as for the benefit of churches 
and schools, and the convenience of mills, blacksmith shops, etc. etc. 
 7.  It is the policy of the Government to encourage settlement upon private, as will 
as upon public lands; and the same rights, privileges and exemptions are offered to 
immigrants who may settle on the former, as are granted to those who settle upon the 
latter. 
 8.  Lands of Class 1. are offered in alternate sections, as donations to actual 
settlers, and in quantities varying from 160 acres for single men, to 640 for the heads of 
families according to circumstances, to be explained presently. 
 
 Immigration 
 9.  The Government not only invites all well disposed persons to come and assist 
in the occupation of its vacant places; but His Majesty, the Emperor, touched by the 
spectacle of good men struggling with adversity in other lands, tenders hospitality and 
homes especially to these.  Moved by the generous impulses of his nature, he offers 
them material assistance, to enable them to reach this bountiful and beautiful land. 
 To those of them who wish to change their skies, make Mexico their homes, and 
identify themselves with the country, a free passage for their families and their effects by 
sea, is offered. 
 10.  Immigrants are therefore divided into two classes:  A. & B. - The former being 
of those first alluded to, who. by misfortune, have last all their substance; and the latter, 
those who are less straightened in their means. 
 11.  Not only a free passage by sea is offered to Class A., but when they arrive in 
the country, a travelling allowance of a Real the league, there to their new homes, will be 



made for each member of their families, counting as members also, their apprentices. 
 12.  Lands of Class 1. will be donated to these immigrants by alternate sections, 
viz:  160 acres to a single man, and 320 to a man with a family, with a pre-emption right to 
as much more in each case. 
 13.  Immigrants of Class A. who, after arriving in the country, may prefer to settle 
upon Haciendas or other lands are a liberty to do so; but in that case, they will be required 
to refund, with interest, the money that may have been advanced in assisting them to 
reach their new domiciles. 
 14.  Immigrants of Class B., who are those that can afford to pay their own 
expenses, have the whole country before them.  They may establish themselves 
wherever they can find suitable and available lands.  If they prefer the unimproved lands 
of the public domain, they also can have them free in alternate sections, but only  for 
actual settlement, at the rate of 320 acres for a single man, and 640 to a man with a 
family, with a pre-exemption right to as much more in each case. 
 15.  These donations of land to persons whether of Class A. or B., are made on 
condition, and with the understanding, that the donee shall, in good faith, proceed 
forthwith to occupy, subdue and cultivate the land so donated. 
 16.  The lands of the public Haciendas will be offered at government prices, and 
pro - rata, according to the actual cost of purchase by the Government. 
 17.  As it regards private lands and Haciendas, the field of selections is much 
larger,  Immigrants are free to make their own bargains with proprietors, the Government 
waiving its fees on such transactions, as per Art.   of the Decree. 
 18  As it regards the public Haciendas, a reservation of improved lands will be 
made from each, to serve; during the first years, as a common for the free use of the 
colonists.  The size of the Common will be determined by the number of families the 
lands of the Hacienda may be sufficient to accommodate.  It will be large enough to give 
them breadstuffs and vegetables at once, and until they can bring their own lands into 
cultivation.  It will be large enough also to afford space for a village in case the immigrants 
should find it desirable, as probably at first they will, to establish themselves in villages.  
No rent will be charged for the first years for the use of this Common. 
 19.  This Reserve or Common is ultimately intended for educational purposes; 
and, after the first years, a ground rent of ten per cent upon the value of the land, but not 
upon the improvements, will be required. 
 
 Agencies 
 20.  Agents for immigrations will be stationed at convenient points abroad, for the 
purpose of affording information to the immigrant there, as to this country, its lands, the 
best way of reaching them, and upon all other subjects pertaining thereto. 
 21.  Persons wishing to emigrate, will first apply to the most convenient agent,  The 
applicant must state his occupation:  whether agricultural, mercantile, mechanical or 
professional.  He must also give his age, with the name, sex and age of each member of 
his family, including apprentices.  If he requires assistance for the journey, he must state 
his circumstances, and give satisfactory references as to his character and standing in 
the community. 
 
  



Permits 
 22.  The permit of the Immigration Agent is necessary to entitle the immigrant to 
the privileges of the decree.  Unless he brings with him such a permit into the country, he 
will neither be entitled to lands, to free entry at the customs-house, nor to any other 
privileges beyond those accorded to mere strangers. 
 
 Effects. 
 23.  Immigrants with such permits may bring in, duty free, all their personal and 
household effects; their live stock, their implements of husbandry, tools and instruments 
of all sorts, used by them in the pursuit of their trade, art, profession or calling.  But they 
may not bring, without the payment of duty, any merchandize or thing for sale, exchange 
or barter. 
 24.  Before embarking, if coming by sea, or leaving home, if coming by land, the 
immigrant should furnish the agent for Immigration a complete list of persons and effects 
thaty of Mexico, will be completed.  A charter for another rail-way, from the Capital to the 
Pacific Ocean, has been granted to responsible parties. 
 25.  Immigrants arriving in port, or crossing the line will find an agent there, whose 
duty it is to give them such assistance, and afford them such further information as they 
may require to speed them on their way. 
 

Apprentices 
 26.  The agents for immigration will give no permits for Apprentices: unless the 
indentures shall conform to the terms of the decree, and be otherwise not inconsistent 
with the laws of the Empire; unless the indenture be attested by three respectable 
witnesses, certifying that the Apprentice was free, and that he, his parent or guardian, as 
the case may be, entered into the contract for apprenticeship, freely, and without threat, 
fear or intimidation; and unless the agent himself shall be satisfied that the “patron” is a 
humane man and a proper person, made so by his habit and education, for the care of 
such Apprentices. 
 27.  In all cases, the “patron” must furnish a descriptive list of his Apprentices, 
taking the time and terms of their indentures, with their names, sexes, and ages.  He 
must exhibit to the agent, the indentures in duplicate, or in duly certified copies, one of 
which the agent shall deliver to the Apprentice, and retaining another, shall return the third 
to the patron. 
 
[verso] Regulations & Instructions to be published with the Decree. 
 

 
In connection with the foregoing, I beg leave to add, for the information of those who are 
displaced to avail themselves of the very liberal terms offered by this Decree, a few 
remarks on the physical geography, the agricultural resources and industrious pursuits of 
this beautiful country: 
 
The Empire of Mexico lies between the parallels of 15° and 32° of the North latitude. 
 
The shores are bathed by the waters of the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea on one 



hand, and by those of the Pacific on the other. 
 
It is celebrated for its mines of silver and gold; copper, iron and lead also abound; but 
though its mineral wealth has dazzled the world, its mineral wealth is, as a source of 
riches, by no means equal to its soil. 
 
Its climates are genial and its harvest perpetual; under good husbandry, the yield is 
bountiful, being 50, 100, and sometimes 200 fold.  On the way up from Vera Cruz to the 
Capital in May, I saw the cereals in all the ways of cultivation between the hands of the 
sower and the arms of the reaper. 
 
The seasons in Mexico are not marked by the vicissitudes of heat and cold so distinctly 
as they are by their characteristics of wet and dry.  The coolest time of the year in this City 
is about the end of the dry season in April and May.  The rainy season throughout the 
country commences generally with June and ends with September; still, there are 
occasional showers both before and after. 
 
In the tierra caliente- the rainy season is the sickly season. 
 
Between the mountains and the sea there is, on both coasts, a flat country, varying in 
breadth from 10 to 60 miles or more.  These lowlands reach back to the mountains which 
form the edge of the Table-land or great central plateau.  This low country corresponds to 
that which, in Virginia and the Carolinas, lies between the Blue Ridge and the sea.  It is 
the hot country of Mexico, the tierra caliente.  Everything which delights in rich soils, bright 
skies, warmth and moisture, finds a genial habitat there. 
 
Ascending the mountains, which are timbered all the way up, you reach the table-land, an 
immense plain from five to eight thousand feet above the level of the sea, and hundreds 
of mils in breadth.  In length, it is commensurate with the Empire; and in the lap of its 
western declivities, lies the tierra caliente of the Pacific coast.  This table-land is the tierra 
templada, or the temperate regions of the Empire.  Its climates are delightful: a happy 
mean between hot and cold, where cloth clothes are not uncomfortable by day, nor a 
blanket or two too heavy by night.  Nevertheless, fire is never to be required, even in the 
coldest weather, for the houses generally are built without chimneys or fireplaces.  It is 
very healthy. 
 
The surface of this table-land is diversified with hills and dales, with an occasional snow 
clad peak; so that one, by descending into the valleys, may find, at the difference in level 
of a few hundred yards, and in the distances of a few miles, the productions and staples 
of all climates and latitudes, from those of Virginia and Missouri down to the shore of the 
Gulf of Mexico, and there through the West Indies to the Equator or Brazil. 
 
Emigrants for Mexico, come at what season they may, will always be in time to plant 
something; but the best season for crop planting is generally in the spring, and the best 
time for coming is in the dry season, from October to May, when the newcomer may live 
in tents, put his seed into the ground and till June to build and get his family comfortably 



housed, by the time the rains set in. 
 
The staples of agriculture in Mexico are like its climates: according to height above the 
sea level, somewhat controlled also by latitude.  They are:  corn, wheat, barley and oats; 
cotton, sugar and coffee; hemp, rice, tobacco, cocoa, cochenille, pimento, indigo, 
oranges, fruits and vanilla.  On the dry table-lands, where nothing else scarcely will grow, 
flourishes the lordly Maguey or Pulque plant, the glory and wonder of Mexican flora.  A 
single plant of this marvelous production is worth from $4 to $12, according to age and 
size.  It yields but for a single season, and then dies.  Some of the wealthiest 
establishments in Mexico are these Pulque plantations. 
 
There is no lack of range and pasture for herds of cattle:  goats, sheep, cows, and horses 
do well.  Nay, gentlemen who are from the grazing lands of the Western States, and who 
have travelled through the northern part of Mexico, assure me, that they have never seen 
so fine a stock country. 
 
The forests abound in useful trees and ornamental woods, among them, the mahogany 
and the india-rubber tree.  As for fruits and vegetables, they are of great variety and 
excellence.  The immigrant can find climates and soils suitable to any cultivation that he 
may choose to adopt.  From the sea to the top of the tablelands, he will find these soils 
and climates ranged in belts suitable for sugar, coffee, tobacco, and the like. These 
declivities are generally the best watershed lands, and are fit for cultivation all the way up. 
 
The population of the Empire, counting in round numbers, is estimated at eight millions, 
about seven millions of which belong to what may be called the laboring classes. 
 
Agricultural labor, however, is poorly paid:  the average rate of wages being from 25 to 37 
cents a day, the laborer finding himself.  His skill is rude.  I have seen him sawing with an 
ax, plowing with a stick, hoeing his corn with a shovel, and his wife grinding with a pebble. 
 He yokes his oxen by the horns to the plow or cart; and fetches and carries cheaply on 
his own back, or on that of mule and donkeys. 
 
Owing to the unsettled state and the constant revolutions in which the country has been 
for more than forty years, the people now find themselves with energies paralyzed, 
haciendas neglected and industry itself at a stand-still.  There is no lack of evil-minded 
persons in all countries, and great political revolutions, as experience elsewhere shows, 
never fail to call forth such.  Mexico has not escaped them; and bandits, or guerrillas as 
they are called, go about the country in certain parts, levying blackmail and forced 
contributions upon peaceable and defenseless people.  To avoid any molestation from 
these, immigrants, especially the first comers, should  travel in company and establish 
themselves, for mutual protection and convenience, in settlements of not less than a 
dozen or two.  They should bring with them their farming implements, and encourage in 
every settlement the establishment of blacksmith and other shops, the erection of mills, 
etc. 
 
The Emperor is governing mildly and wisely.  Internal improvements are encouraged.  



Education is fostered; and all useful enterprises are sure to find in their Majesties earnest 
and active support.  A railway is in the process of construction from Vera Cruz to the city 
of Mexico.  Fifty miles of it, from Vera Cruz to the foot of the table-land are already in 
operation; next year another section, from Pueblo to the City of Mexico, will be completed. 
 A charter for another railway, from the Capital to the Pacific Ocean, has been granted to 
responsible parties. 
 
An able corps of civil engineers has recently been organized, and steps taken for the 
repair and construction of wagon roads in various parts of the Empire.  Telegraphic lines 
are also encouraged, and several are already in operation. 
 
The Mexican Times, a weekly paper printed in English and devoted to colonization, will, in 
a few days, make its appearance from the press of this city.  Those who wish to come to 
Mexico, will find in it much useful information relating to the country. 
 
It will, however, afford me much pleasure to give to those who may desire it, any special 
information that it may be in my power to give, and until the agencies alluded to in the 
Decree and Regulations, be filled.  Their letters will receive prompt attention if directed to 
the care of Col. Talcott [Tolcott], Engineer in chief of the Imperial Mexican railway. 
 
City of Mexico 
11 Sept. 1865 
(signed) M. F. Maury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 An able corps of civil engineers has recently been organized, and steps taken for 
the repair and construction of wagon roads in various parts of the Empire.  Telegraphic 
lines are also encouraged, and several are already in operation. 
 The Mexican Times, a weekly paper printed in English and devoted to colonization, 
will, in a few days, make its appearance from the press of this city.  Those who wish to 
come to Mexico, will find in it much useful information relating to the country. 
 It will, however, afford me much pleasure to give to those who may desire it, any 
special information that it may be in my power to give, and until the agencies alluded to in 
the Decree and Regulations, be filled.  Their letters will receive prompt attention if directed 
to the care of Col. Tolcott, Engineer in chief of the Imperial Mexican rail-way. 
 
 City of Mexico 
 11 Sept. 1865 
       (signed) M.F. Maury 



Matthew Fontaine Maury Papers 
VMI Archives Manuscript # 00103 
Letter to son-in-law, S. Wellford Corbin 
1862 July 29 

Office of Colonization 
13 Calle San Juan de Letran 
Mexico 
31 October 1865 
 
My dear Corbin: 
 
Dick and party arrived all safe about a week ago.  Pip has a little bout with the chills; the 
rest are well.  The Yankee papers now have it that “Professor Maury, the vilest of 
traitors, has asked for a pardon.”  In the name of Jesus what do I want with a “pardon,” I 
have no idea of going to the U. States in the future. And when I want to come back it’s 
quite time enough to talk about a “pardon.”  Therefore pray you and Nannie let all my 
friends know, that the greatest mortification that they can cause now is to talk about 
asking Mr. Johnston for anything for now, or to talk about “pardon.”  I am not a seer, nor 
can I control events.  I may want to go to the U. S., I may want to go to Siberia, but 
when the time comes then there will be time enough also, to decide as to the way.  I 
have asked the Emperor has ordered the authority to be given to make Dick my Sub. At 
$2500.  I have not been officially informed of it yet, but have his hand at it in the traces.  
 
As to the success of Colonization, these “ifs” which have hitherto prevented me from 
calling you and Nannie here are still in the way. Mexico has been trying for 40 years to 
put the tide of immigration this way and can’t.  I have from the beginning told the 
Emperor I must have full sway in the matter, otherwise I couldn’t.  This sway has not 
been given yet, and in the meantime many immigrants have come, knocked, and no 
one offering they have gone away.  As I have always said if colonization fails, Mexico is 
no place for me.  But before I set about to hunt a place to go, I wish to make the 
experiment.  Where that place is I cannot tell, it may be Farley Vale, it may be Old 
England.  But if I stay here that long I should want you to come out a little after this time 
next year.  Look at the country and bring Nannie.  It will take you two months:  2 weeks 
to come, a month to stay, and 2 weeks to go.  I am now in condition to support my 
family again in the wonted comfort, and that’s a great blessing for a man who has done 
all the foolish things attributed to “Matthew F.”  This is early, I have not seen Dick.  I wait 
with some curiosity to see if Dab H. & Will between them, will in that free country of 
theirs dare to publish our decrees etc.  Kiss Nannie for me. 
 
Yours affectionately, 
M. F. Maury 
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fr. Manhattan - recd. by R.M. 18 Nov a.m. in company with a shorter letter to himself and 
a short note to Mr. Thos. Bold, but none others. 
 

To Mr. S.W. Corbin 
Office of Colonization 
 
       13 Calle San Juan de Letran 
       Mexico 31 Oct 1865 
My dear Corbin 
Dick and party arrived here all safe about a week ago.  Pip has a little bout with chills: - 
the rest are well. - The Yankee papers now have it that "Professor Maury, the vilest of 
traitors has asked for pardon." - In the name of sense what do I want with a "pardon"?  I 
have no idea of going to the U.S. now, whatever I may do in the future: and when I want 
to come back its quite time enough to talk about a "pardon."  Therefore, pray you and 
Nannie let all my friends know that the greatest mortification that they can cause me is to 
talk about asking Mr. Johnson for anything for me, or to talk about pardon.- 
 
I am not a seer, nor can I control events.  I may want to go to the U.S.: I may want to go 
to Siberia: but when the time comes, then there will be time enough also to decide as to 
the way. 
 
I have asked, and the Emperor has ordered the authority to be given, to make Dick my 
Sub. at $2500."(salary.)"  I have not been officially informed of it yet: but he has been 
hard at it in the traces. 
 
As to the success of Colonization, those "ifs" which have hitherto prevented me from 
calling you and Nannie here, are still in the way. 
 
Mexico has been trying for 40 years to put the tide of immigration this way, it can't. - I 
have from the beginning told the Emperor I must have full sway in the matter. - otherwise 
I couldn't.  This sway has not been given yet: and in the mean time many immigrants 
have come,- knocked, and no one opening.  they have gone away. - As I have always 
said, if colonization fails, Mexico is no place for me.  But before I set about to hunt a place 
to die, I wish to make the experiment.  Where that place is, I cannot tell: - it may be Farley 
Vale - it may be Old England. - But of I stay here that long, I shall want you to come out a 
little after this time next year, look at the country and bring Nannie. - It will take you two 
months: - 2 weeks to come, a month to stay, and 2 weeks to go. 
 
I am now in a condition to support my family again in their wonted comfort; and that's a 
great blessing for a man who has done all the foolish things attributed to "Matthew F." 



This is early.  I have not seen Dick.  I wait with some curiosity to see if Dab: and Will 
between them, will in that free country of theirs, dare to publish our Decrees etc., etc. - 
Kiss "(I know not whether it is "Maria or 'Mama", or what)" for me.  
  
Yours affectionately, 
M.F. Maury 
 
Note by the copyist.- 
There are 3 copies hereof; of which one goes to Nannie, another to Betty, and the 3rd will 
go to Mrs. M.F. - on 22 Nov [ ] Cunard str. from Boston.  The letter to myself encloses a 
draft for £100 to repay my advances for Dick.  Except that it does not name the 
application for Dick, the invitation to Mr. & Mrs. Corbin or the remarks about Will and Dab: 
it is to the same purport as this: and I sent a copy of it today (18th)Nov.) to Mrs. M.F. 
under cover to Mr. Bold.  R.M. 
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        Office of Colonization 
        Mexico 
        Nov. 27th 1865 
 
My dear wife: 
 
The last steamer from New York brought us three days ago from the indefatigable Rutson 
copies of your dear letters to Bettie and Cousin Ann, and Tom Bold's letter to Rutson, 
reporting you as his guest till Xmas and all well. Also letters from Nannie and Cousin Ann, 
press copies of which even also sent to you. 
 
I reckon, maybe I have "gone [clean] daft," that my children and friends should think it 
necessary to write me such letters and make me such appeals.  But it looks to me 
mightily like I have done, and am doing the thing that is right, wisest and best - Surely it 
was worth some sacrifice of feeling on your part as well as mine, and the endurance of a 
little longer separation to get Dick so snugly established as he is likely to be here- 
 
My own; no, our own mutual interests require that I should be in England at no distant 
day, and not being a prophet I could not foresee the turn that things would take, which 
would compel me to be here now, instead of half way across the sea towards your sweet 
embraces and my children's arms- 
 
The rainy season sets in the last of May and continues till Oct. Nov- this too is the sickly 
season, Yellow Fever both in Vera Cruz and West Indies - This is the time of year when 
immigration must stop and when therefore I can best be spared from my duties here - 
Now, between these months of May and October, I should be afraid to risk a voyage from 
here to England or the reverse. 
 
I was afraid to leave you in Virginia because I was afraid and am afraid of troubles there.  
See what is going on in South Carolina and La. now.  From the accounts I received from 
you and the children as to the difficulties on the score of servants, and other matters, I 
could not bear the idea of your encountering this winter in Virginia, surrounded as I 
fancied you would be, with such material discomfort - You remember my continued 
anxiety upon this subject during the war; and how last Spring I urged you to go North, 
surround yourself with material comforts and await events. 
 
Therefore having to go to England at the earliest moment practicable (and that will be in 
the Spring on account of the sickly season and official duty here and I can't venture back, 
until the dangers of Yellow Fever are over) I thought England the best place for you to 



wait; and I thought they to join you in Dec. 
 
In this sketch I make no allusion to the other reasons which we have so freely discussed 
before, and for which it was also wisest and best for you and the children to go to England 
- Bless my little Lucy's heart, I did not know before that she stammered— 
 
Now then:- suppose I were to heed Bettie and Nannie, Cousin Ann and Rutson and write 
for you to come.  You might be able to leave by the Str. of 1st Jan - but more probably not 
before February - That would bring you here about 4th March - And then, by the last of 
April at furthest I should have to leave for England - where on account of Yellow Fever by 
the way back, I should have to stay till Oct.  You would then be left here with a people 
speaking an unknown tongue for six or seven months and these six or seven months we 
had better spend together in "merrie old England" I think, that in dodging each other 
behind "Albion's chalky cliffs" and the sierras of Mexico - Don't you? – 
 
Another thing: - and this is among my muttered thoughts, and if, and if and if all these ifs 
should conjoin, I may not come back - This though is way down deep among the remote 
contingencies of the future - It is not to be mentioned, except with injunctions, even to the 
most reticent, for still more reticence, for there is not enough of consistency about it, even 
for you to hang a hope upon - I can only contemplate it so far as to let the possibility of it 
enter into my calculations, so that should that possibility turn out a reality, I should not be 
taken by surprise. 
 
Hey Ho!  This thing of being so opposed by friends, when one "feels it in his bones," that 
he is doing what is right, wisest and best; this having to defend and explain and excuse 
oneself, and all in vain: - the feeling added to and piled up above this, that I am prejudged 
and condemned by children and friends who don't know - makes me feel, - oh! so flinty!  I 
am right - and I must keep so.  I sink myself I live for the reflected pleasure which the 
happiness and approving smiles of my wife and children alone can give -  And the hope 
of this sustains, cheers and comforts me.  And if they will but have patience with me, and 
God will spare me, this I will do yet - I hope— 
 
Dick is a great help and comfort to me - Bless his heart, he wins upon me every day - so 
crippled! yet so patient, so devoted to his new duties and so hardworking - He surprises 
and delights me with his business tact and capacity.  He is so handsome too and in his 
nice new clothes looks the gentleman every whit- 
 
Here, my dear, precious darling wife, is a great reward to you and consolation too, for this 
vexations separation;- and a proud, nay a glorious vindication too of the wisdom so far, of 
the course pursued by your husband in coming here - Suppose, instead of coming here 
last Spring, I had remained in England, or gone to Halifax to bide my time - Perhaps we 
should have been together now in England, - But what would have become of him?  You 
know I became very uneasy about the tendency of his habits in consequence of the taste 
engendered by those immense doses of medicine which when wounded he was 
compelled to take.  With those habits upon him, I trembled at the idea of seeing him risk 
alone and unaided, as he must have done, the battle of life there in Va. - Under such 



ordeals, there was no telling what might have become of him - Suffice it to say, the 
apprehensions and the fear that he would give way, haunted me - Now I find he is safe 
from that at any rate.  He has position, with head and hands full of honorable and useful 
employment - with emoluments all things considered such as you and I, even in the 
balmy days of our "munificent provision' never enjoyed - He was consulting me today 
about buying some Cordova lands- I had it in my mind to bring Corbin here and induce 
him to settle upon them.  And tho I believe he and Nannie would have come, if I had but 
urged them, yet in the face of so much opposition, I did not have the heart to do it - In the 
olden times Cordova was the garden spot of New Spain. 
 
Price, Perkins, Shelby, Harris and all our people who have been there say it has the most 
delightful climate and the finest soil they ever saw.  There stands on one side of it and but 
a little way off, the Peak of Orizaba with its cap of everlasting snow, and on the other the 
sea in full view- 
 
When slavery was abolished suddenly fifty years ago- as with us- down it went - and its 
splendid Haciendas and baronial old mansions are now in ruins.  They were heavily in 
debt to the church and as the church property has been confiscated, not by the Emperor, 
he took possession of these estates for colonization-  The railway hence to Vera Cruz 
passes right through there and I am now selling them to immigrants as fast as they can 
be surveyed, at $1 the acre, on five years credit.  There are about 40 of our people 
already there.  Perkins has bought him a house and has sent for his wife - so has Shelby, 
and so has a number of others - Mr. Holdman and Episcopal clergyman with his family - 
nice people, has been engaged by the settlement as pastor, teacher etc and I am going 
to reserve land for a church, school house, cemetery etc. 
 
Thus you see my dear, sweet wife, colonization is not a chimera- By the time these lands 
are paid for they will be worth even if no more come to the Empire, $10, $20, $30 aye 
$100 the acre - for they produce everything under the sun, and yield perpetual harvests.  
What do you think of coffee growing wild, of fig trees 100 feet high, and 3 feet in 
circumference - and the most luscious pine apples at a cent apiece?  Yet they tell me all 
these things are there.  Now if I could have gotten Corbin here on one of these stately old 
Haciendas - he would with his skillful husbandry have made it bud and blossom again, 
and thus we should have found us a nest again.  There is a great rush for this settlement, 
and it is here that Dick wanted to go, but as he was my son, I advised him against it, 
because there are not lands enough for them all.  However I am going to extend the 
settlement and then Corbin and Nannie can come. 
 
Lafayette Caldwell who used to be draftsman at the Observatory has sent for his family, 
Magruder for his, and there is a number of families already here.  Some of them 
established in this city, but they are going to break up, and go down to this "new" dear old 
Spottsylvania. 
 
Now if I can only get lands surveyed in time and there is a probability of this, -"Here is 
your New Virginia"- There are other settlements forming in other parts of the Empire.  
Colonization is a success if we can only find instruments and get surveyors to bring the 



lands into market.  The people of the South are restrained from prudential considerations 
from speaking of their intentions.  But we have letters.  Thousands are dying to come.  
And I hope to have a decree this week which will put them in motion.  Hurrah! -----30th  
The decree has come with an appropriation of $2,000,000. 
 
Verso: 
N York [ ] [   ] 
This was sent to my sister for her and for my perusal (exclusively) and with the same 
injunction of reticence as to the "-if, if & if" matter - to apply to you and to Nannie we were 
requested to send this for you and for her perusal. 
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Mexico 
30 Nov. 1865 
 
My dear Nannie, 
 
Many thanks my loving darling for your last letter.  The  "Ticup-o-pitchin [In]", though you 
have done less of it than others.  I send for you and Betty an extract from my letter to y'r 
Ma, induced by your and her letters and one from Cousin Ann.  My friends in England 
have now [confessed] themselves satisfied that in coming here I did the best thing that 
under the circumstances could be done.  And your Ma being now out of the way of having 
the move discussed, criticized, and condemned will be much happier.  You know how her 
mind is [   ] by divided councils.  In the letter I received from her yesterday, just after mine 
from which the extract is taken, had been mailed.  It contained the "hypes" of my Molly 
dear, and darling Elie. 
 
I wish now that I had induced Corbin to come, and settle on one of the Cordoba estates. 
 
Is the spirit of manliness clear gone out of those noble Virginia people.  Can't Corbin raise 
a settlement and come now under the new decree.  It authorizes me to loan 1/3 of the [    
] money to any settlements of not less than 25 families who will come here buy a 
hacienda and settle upon it.  The most splendid Haciendas are to be bought for $2. or $3 
hundred thousand dollars [i.e.] at the rate of not over $4 or $5 the acre.  1/5 down and 
any credit you like as an illustration suppose a community of 25 families or more, will 
send Corbin and others here to select a place for them.  They find a Hacienda to their 
liking at say $150,000.  This office will give him a certificate that $50,000 will be bound for 
15 years to the settlement, to be proportional among them, as soon as the 25 families 
appear.  His cash payment will be $10, 15- 20- or 30,000$ according as he may bargain 
with the vendor.  The balance of the $50,000 can go to the working of the farm.  He and 
the rest can stay, put in a crop and get ready for the rest to follow.  I am to have 
$2,000,000 for this purpose.  I sent the decree to R.H. Maury to be published.  If it be not 
published ask him for it, and do the best you can. 
 
Send this and your Ma's letter to Betty - and stop all of you telling the Crit that she is 
miserable and that I ought not to do this, and it’s [better] to do that - praise everything she 
does.  My troubles now - up the mountains- are about chairs, and that brass-eyed young 
Bold.  But I don't think yr Ma will stay there, until now.  But Tott's [    ] [looks] mighty [    ] I 
tell you. 
 
God bless you all my dear children.  We will build our house together yet I hope. 
Yr affectionate father,  M.F. 
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       Mexico 
       7 Dec. 1865 
 
My dear sweet brave Nannie: 
 
I laid awake most of the time last night a thinking over that letter of yrs from Ridgway that 
came yesterday.  Rutson gave you good reasons for your ma not passing by F.V. on her 
way to Mexico. 
 
About yr. coming here, I was trying last night to work it out.  I sent you by the [Ltr] which 
left Vera + yesterday a copy of the New Decree that is to be and my address with 
suggestions in relation thereto for Corbin's action. 
 
Suppose this plan don't take.  I think still that Corbin can do better here than there under 
present aspect of affairs. That supposing he can't raise a settlement of 25. to come, he 
had better work up to this idea.  Stay and gather his crop next year. and sell F.V. in case 
he can get a good price.  If he can't then let him reap his crop and leave his land, and 
come say about this time next year.  In the mean time what will you do?  Here's my pillow 
thought of it - vision o' the night. 
 
F.V. will be a bad place for you to weather next summer and fall, and rainy season.  I am 
laying my plans to leave in the B'r steamer of 1st April.  It would not be desirable for you 
to come later than May on account of Yellow fever in V &.  I landed the last of May and 
some of my fellow passengers took it and died.  The end of your troubles in Va. is not yet. 
 Now then how do you and Corbin like this idea?  You come out here next spring and so 
escape the chills of F.V. Here's your home.  If Corbin can rent or sell on good terms, he 
can come with you, but if not he can stay to gather his crops and then come, with the 
intention of staying here two or three years anyhow.  During that time he can manage to 
get along here, and hold his own.  So that should it be desirable for him to return, as time 
passes by, he can return.  In these two or three years the people will have adjusted 
themselves to this new condition of things, and he then see how it looks.  And in this time 
he will not be able to make much in Va. anyhow. 
 
And then the next year we will get Betty and Mary to make us a visit.  Wouldn't it be 
"jolly"?  You will get this i.e. - you may, by the 23rd.  Write to Rutson and ask him to send 
it by 1st Steamer to Havana under cover to Mexican consul there - the way this goes - 
and from there here.  There's a steamer every week.  As I said, let me know, for your 
coming is for my treat. 
 
I am glad you had the Decrees & c published.  Tell Corbin I am now negotiating for 
Santa Anna's Hacienda  near Jalapa.  300,000 acres and a superb one it is, at say $7.50 



cts the acre, on condition of putting 200 families there.  The country round about is 
healthy.  The climate is superb, and nature so prolific, bountiful and [benignant], that she 
chases you about with fruits and flowers in her hand.  Now if he will put himself at the 
head of 200 families and come, I. Max- will advance him one third the purchase money in 
cash, out of which he can pay his first installment and establish his people.  In a few years 
they will all be rich, for we intend to build a railway thru to V.+ 
 
 The final offer is to be made me this week.  Then you are as near to N. Orleans as you 
are now.  Think over these things and let me know you can't imagine how Dick has 
improved in appearance.  He looks so well, so handsome and genteel.  He has a great 
tact for business, and works like a horse bless his heart.  Love to Brodie, Lucy Ellen and 
the ‘gals’ with a 1001 good wishes to `Ducks' bless her heart. To Jno and Charles and 
theirs, to Mary, Sr. E. and SF., to Dabney , wife and children and to everybody.  Send all 
my letters to Betty.  Why don't you tell me of my dear friends Frank Minor and Lucy Ann. 
 
10

th
- I wish with all my heart I could appoint Corbin - but it is necessary for the Agent to 

[hire] him in Richmond or Norfolk, [and] $1,200 would not pay Corbin for quitting.  Corbin- 
I send you and him an offer of a splendid estate please publish.  It is Santa Anna’s 
splendid Hacienda now in ruins near Jalapa.  All the officers of the Army who were here 
with old Scott will tell you of its magnificence.  Their agent is afraid St. Anna will withdraw 
the offer or thwart him if he finds out that he is offering it in so practical a shape.  
Therefore, while you may tell it to friends don't say in print that the estate is Santa Anna's. 
 If Corbin can make up a company under the new decree sent you last mail, I'll advance 
him what the decree allows as soon as he plants his 200 families there. 
 
This is an offer.  I have no doubt if you send someone, he will get better terms.  And to 
send first is the proper way. 
 
Jack reported himself yesterday by telegram for Orizaba, dead broke.  Rutson had asked 
me to send him a lift. 
 
        Yr aft. 
        M.F. 
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 (An offer for the purchase of the Hacienda of Santa Anna.  Not in MFM's hand.) 
 
An offer of 350,00 acres of land is made to Confederate settlers who wish to establish 
themselves in Mexico. 
 
These lands the most fertile of the Empire, are crossed by three rivers.  They are situated 
on the line of rail-road from Vera Cruz to the Capital, and are near the road from V Cruz 
to Jalapa.  They are in the healthy part of Sierra Caliente, and produce equally well 
coffee, cocoa, indigo, cotton and sugar cane, as well as all the tropical fruits and 
vegetables. 
 
The proprietor will sell them to settlers as soon as the letter shall have filled with the 
Agents of Colonization in the United States or Mexico subscriptions for 200,000 acres at 
the following rate: 
 The first 50,000 acres chosen at ---- $1.75 
  " second    "    "      "     " ----  1.50 
  "  third    "    "      "     " ----  1.25 
  " fourth    "    "      "     " ----  1.00 
 
The first subscribers will have the right to choose at the above rates with the 
understanding that not less than 320 acres shall be sold to any of them. 
 
When the 200,00 acres shall have been subscribed for, and chosen the rest shall be sold 
at a price to be agreed upon between the seller and the purchaser. 
 
The payments shall be made in the following manner: 
The third part of the value shall be paid in cash at Mexico, Ver Cruz or New Orleans.  The 
rest thereof shall be paid in four years time causing the payments thereof to be effected in 
equal parts and yearly, that is to say one sixth of the value of the property adding thereto 
the interest at the rate of six percent. 
 
As villages and towns will be formed on these lands, a lot will be given gratis to each 
settler in said villages or towns.  Said lots shall be chosen and allotted by Mr. Maury the 
Imperial Commissioner of Colonization. 
 
The surveying and the cost of the title of the property will be at the expense of the 
settlers. 
 
  City of Mexico 
  Dec 9th 1865- 
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Colonization Office 
13 San Juan de Letran Mexico 
Dec 10th 1865 
 
The Hacienda offered herewith known to have been one of the finest and most celebrated 
in Mexico  It presents, especially to the former planters of the South, a fine opportunity for 
establishing a flourishing American settlement.  Those who are disposed to visit the 
country for the purpose of colonizing it under the Imperial Decree to promote immigration 
will receive every encouragement from this Office.  The offer is made by respectable 
parties, and persons wishing to treat, will be put in communication by addressing the 
Commissioner 
 
Apprentices as per Imperial Decree of September 5th 1865 would do well here, though 
there is no lack of native labour. 
 
     M.F. Maury 
     Imperial Commissioner 
 
 
(Not in MFM's hand.  The hacienda was the property of Santa Anna.) 
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Fragment of letter, not in MFM's hand.  {in hand of Richard Maury}.  Reasons for 
establishing colonies in Mexico. 
 

1. Va is not a fit place to live in now.  All must come to Mexico.  If they stay in Va they 
will have to free their nigs, will have to pay taxes heavier than in Mexico will very 
likely have a nig tax collector coming around, will be always haunted by the 
Yankees, will have to pay the Yankee war debt, will have to help pay pensions to 
the widows and orphans of the men that have been fighting against us and do 
nothing for ours and will perhaps have our lands confiscated.  The Spartans of the 
war who remain in Va will be in the category of a conquered race. 

2.  All must come to Mex.  Pa is going to Max and get form him grants of land in 
different part of Mex for the best blood of Va. and the South to go to.  He will get 
Max to allow them to come to Mex and bring all their effects with them free of duty, 
get them exempted from taxes and conscription in the army for a term of years.  
Besides these he will get such other privileges as my be practicable including 
those of religion. 

3.  Brother Wellford must come right off the reel to pick the lands for us to settle on.  
Some steady young men who are not afraid to work must be sent to get ready for 
the rest to come.  Must set all the nigs free and then bring them along as persons 
owing passage money to be paid in labour.  Then they can be held as peons till 
the debt is discharged.  That is you pay them but can compel them to work for you 
as long as they owe you money or labour.  Must get mechanics of all sorts to come 
with their tools and uncle John or Uncle Charlie or Brother Will or someone else 
must stay behind to wind up the affairs of all. 

 
Those persons that intend to leave the Confed anyhow had better send someone to him 
at once; but he wants no one to come simply on his representation.  Indeed the idea is 
that those people that wish to settle together and intend to leave the country any how 
should appoint a certain on and send him to Pa who can offer him better privileges that 
he could get by himself.  Then if Max don't suit him he can go back and report to the 
people that sent him and they will be just where they started from. 
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circa Dec. 1865, letter fragment 

Note on verso: “letter copied by N. M. Corbin, 1865” (Diana Maury 
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