
Preston Library News 

Susie Hastings’ retirement April 1 is one of many 

staff changes at Preston Library this semester. I 

asked her a few questions about her time at the 

library. Read more about other library staff 

changes on page 2. 

How many years did you work at Preston Li-

brary? 

By VMI standards, I’m still a newcomer, having 

worked here not quite 16 years.  Before this, I 

worked in seven other libraries, including at 

JMU and ODU. 

Share a memory or two from your time here. 

I once had a long conversation with an alumnus 

who was a library cadet assistant in the 

1980s.  He told me about two times that he be-

lieved he had seen a ghost in the library late at 

night.  Over the years, a lot of cadet assistants 

have gotten spooked while making their rounds 

at closing, none more so than a foreign cadet 

from Croatia.  He wanted to hear the ghost sto-

ries but made me wait until his last day at work 

to tell him, so he wouldn’t have to close after 

hearing them.  That cadet came all the way back 

to VMI from Croatia for his five-year reunion. 

And then there was the time that I surprised a 

couple in flagrante delicto on the 650 Level.  I 

turned right around and went down the elevator 

to the 500 Level, where I dithered for a mi-

nute.  Then I decided to send the elevator back 

up repeatedly, since it announced itself with a 

polite little ding.  I hoped the sound would drive 

them out by the fire escape, and it must have 

worked.   

What makes Preston Library special?  

I think our staff is the perfect size.  There are 

enough of us to make life interesting, but we are 

small enough to know each other well and to 

collaborate easily when a task is too complicated 

for just one person, which happens often these 

days.  Each person really makes a differ-

ence.  And, the cadets – particularly the library 

cadet assistants - have been simply wonderful.  I 

was unprepared for how they would steal my 

heart.   

What are you most looking forward to about 

retirement? 

I am looking forward to being outside in my 
yard as much as I want this spring and fall, and I 
want to spend a lot of time at home, just being 
in my house.  I don’t want much of a schedule.  
I will no longer get up at 5:15 to exercise.   

My husband and I were fortunate to be able to 
travel a lot when we were younger, courtesy of 
Uncle Sam, so we want to take some modest 
trips in the U.S.  We’ve talked about auditing 
classes at some point or going on the sort of 
vacation where you learn something.  The most 
fun-sounding thing we want to do is take danc-
ing lessons.  
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Featured collection from the Archives  

STAFF CHANGES 

This semester brings many changes to the library staff. 

The library’s Christmas luncheon was also a farewell 

gathering for Cathy Wells. Cathy retired after 28 

years in Preston Library’s Media Services department. 

Administrative assistant Janine Hutchings left us in 

January to help care for a new grandbaby in Colorado. 

Ellen MacInnis, part time circulation assistant, has 

taken a job as children’s librarian for the New York 

Public Library, Bronx branch.  

Don Samdahl, head librarian, is retiring at the end of 

the school year. Susie Hastings retires April 1, and 

you can read an interview with her on page 1. 

Joe Aufmuth is a visiting librarian from the Universi-

ty of Florida, here at Preston for the year. 

Erika Brooke has joined the library as administrative 

assistant, and Kendall Gosciak has replaced Ellen 

MacInnis. Please welcome Erica and Kendall when 

you see them. 

ILL update 

Most of you already know that interlibrary loan allows you to re-

quest books, articles, and other research materials that aren’t avail-

able in Preston Library’s collections.   

At VMI, ILL service is free, not only for faculty but also for ca-

dets and staff, and there are no limits to the number of items that 

may be requested.   

It may be helpful to know about a short-cut within most of our 

electronic databases.  If full-text is not available in that database, 

you may see a button called “Full-Text Finder.”  Those buttons 

will lead you to an Interlibrary Loan request form, with all the 

bibliographic information pre-populated.  All you have to do is hit 

the submit button – it’s as easy as Amazon One-click. 

Articles or book chapter requests are filled electronically and will 

be posted to your ILL account for future reference and use.  

Loans are mailed to the library and will be held for pick up at the 

circulation desk.  Arrival notifications on all requests are delivered 

via email. 

We would be happy to answer any question you may have about 
Interlibrary Loan, and we look forward to supporting your re-
search and academic needs.  The ILL office is located on the 5th 
floor of Preston Library, and we are here on weekdays from 0800 
to 1630.  You are welcome to stop by the office or contact us at 
Illiad@vmi.edu . 

Alexander Jackson Davis (1803-1892), the notable 19th century 

American architect, designed the VMI Barracks, professors' resi-

dences and other Institute buildings during the 1850's-1860's. 

Born in New York, Davis studied at the American Academy of 

Fine Arts and the National Academy of Design. He helped to 

popularize the Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, and Italianate 

styles, and his many important projects included private residenc-

es as well as public buildings. This style incorporates towers, 

turrets, and other design elements first used in medieval castles 

and cathedrals. The Barracks was designated a National Historic 

Landmark in 1966, and the VMI Post was named a National 

Historic District in 1974.   

The VMI Archives owns 27 original Davis drawings.  During the 

period 1850-1861, a portion of the Barracks, a Porter's Lodge, 

Mess Hall, the Superintendent's residence, and several faculty 

residences were constructed using Davis's designs. Davis's dream 

of completing the Barracks quadrangle was interrupted by the 

Civil War and VMI's post-war financial problems, and his work 

for the Institute ended in the 1870's. It was not until the early 

20th century that his vision for the Parade Ground facade of 

Barracks was realized, based on a Davis-inspired design by an-

other noted architect, Bertram Goodhue. 

Alexander Jackson Davis Architectural Drawings, MS 0276, Virginia Military Insti-

tute Archives, Lexington, Virginia.  

mailto:Illiad@vmi.edu
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We are pleased to announce the following additions to our elec-

tronic offerings, all of which can be found in the Databases A-Z 

list: 

Access Military—Offers current and archived news and infor-

mation from Air Force Times, Army Times, Marine Corps Times, Navy 

Times, Armed Forces Journal and Defense News. It also incorporates 

Federal Times, a leading newsweekly providing federal government 

managers with coverage of key issues across all U.S. government 

departments and agencies. Other important sources include Con-

gressional Quarterly Transcriptions, Targeted News Service and 

Training & Simulation Journal. 

IEEE/IET Electronic Library (IEL)—VIVA, the consortium 

known as Virtual Library of Virginia, has expanded our IEEE 

access. Previously our subscription was the All Society Periodicals 

Package, and we now have access to more conference proceed-

ings, transactions, and standards. We expect this will be particular-

ly interesting to those in EE, ME, CS and AM. 

JStor books—We told you about this great new product in the 
last newsletter. It’s up and running, and the entire JStor books 
catalog is searchable from WorldCat, our library catalog. Once a 
usage threshold is passed, we purchase the book, making it a per-
manent part of the library’s collections. We’re listing those titles 
(about 140 now) here: http://libguides.vmi.edu/jstor_ebooks. 

Kanopy Streaming video—After great positive feedback from 
some of you who tried this out in our trial phase, we’ve decided to 
add it to our offerings. It’s a “demand-driven acquisitions” prod-
uct, which means that all (25,000+) videos are added to our cata-
log, and once they have been viewed a certain number of times, a 
purchase is triggered. Each video has public performance rights, 
so you may use these videos for a group screening. You can em-
bed in Canvas or other web pages, and even create clips. Let us 
know if you have any questions. 

Mergent Intellect— Great for business research, this resource is 

powered by Hoover’s (Dun & Bradstreet). You can use it to find 

US and international business data (private and public), industry 

news, contact information and more. 

Oxford Language dictionaries—We added the Oxford diction-

aries in Spanish, French, and Chinese, in addition to Arabic and 

the OED. Please let us know what you think, and encourage your 

students to use them. 

ProQuest Sci-Tech Collection— Also an upgrade from VIVA, 

we previously had access only to Complete Cambridge Sciences Collec-

tion (CCSC) and ebrary Physical Science.  With this upgrade, you now 

have access to ProQuest SciTech Collection and the ebrary 

Science and Technology Collection.  The ProQuest SciTech 

Collection combines a number of specialized natural science, 

technology, and engineering databases (including a full-text engi-

neering database) into one package.  

New e-content 

If you would like us to provide an orientation for you 
or your students in these or any of the library’s elec-
tronic resources, send an email to Refer-
enceDesk@vmi.edu or call 7571. 

http://libguides.vmi.edu/go.php?c=19316372
http://libguides.vmi.edu/go.php?c=1268601
http://www.jstor.org/action/showAdvancedSearch
http://libguides.vmi.edu/jstor_ebooks
http://libguides.vmi.edu/go.php?c=19144372
http://www.mergentintellect.com/index.php/search/index
http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/us/
http://libguides.vmi.edu/go.php?c=19286862
mailto:ReferenceDesk@vmi.edu
mailto:ReferenceDesk@vmi.edu


Janet Holly and Accacia Mullen, VMI’s reference librarians, conducted 43 library instruction classes during 

the fall 2015 semester, meeting over 650 cadets. They met with classes in seven academic departments:  biolo-

gy, civil engineering, economics, English, history, international studies and psychology. Most of the ERH 101 

classes received a tour and orientation of the building. Several also completed hands-on assignment using the 

library’s online catalog, WorldCat, and library databases. A couple of the classes participated in a new library 

exercise called Source Deck, which engaged each cadet in identifying resources as either scholarly or popular, 

and in arranging them in chronological order illustrating various types of information and a publication time-

line. Cadets realized the importance of selecting appropriate sources for a research paper in an active learning 

activity. 

To arrange a library instruction class contact either Janet Holly or Accacia Mullen. They are eager to tailor the 

session to an assignment and the cadets’ needs. Ask if Source Deck would be a good start for your class. 

From the Reference Desk 

New books, new policy 

During the fall semester, library staff enacted a change to the policy and 

checkout period for new books. Previously, new books had the same checkout 

period as regular library materials: 4 weeks for cadets and staff and until April 

15 for faculty. The new policy is to check out new books to all patrons for 2 

weeks, with a 2 week renewal available.  Of course, when someone requests 

purchase of a new book for use in class or research, exceptions can be made.  

If you have questions, please talk to the librarians. 

Many patrons browse 

the new books and Rec-

reational Reading 

shelves for pleas-

ure/non-course-related 

reading. If there’s 

something you’d like to 

see here, let us know. 

mailto:hollyjs@vmi.edu
mailto:mullenam@vmi.edu

